A hmrgy of .Christian burial is
, scheduled ‘Wednesday at 11 a.m, in
. St Michael's Cathedral oh  State
i Street, accordmg to a spokesman for.
the Diocese of Springfield. Other -

N

""" 'I‘lme ol‘ lmpormnt Change .
Weldon was the spmtual 1eader Qf &

‘ the: ‘Roman Catholi¢ Church in’ "West-
ern Massachusetts during a, txme of

impox‘tant changes.
. ‘He oversaw a. “major expansxon of

bulldmg schools

mimerous other _fagilities, among

_ i social welfare programs .
At the same time, he was responsi
ble «for closing several -parochial

‘(schools plagued by financiarc_lunifﬁcu
txes In 1975, he decided’ to cha arge
for students at the rem: ining

arrangments are incomplete, he :
said. . SN

I the ‘church’s - physxcal facilities " — -
Qhurches “and

| them the hospital in which he-did. -
| He also’ 1mplemented a’ serles -'of

Ordained in 1929 i

' ‘Weldon was ordained to the prnest-"
“hood by Patrick Cardinal Hayes on’
Sept. 21, 1929. He did postgraduate:
work. in philosophy at Catholic Uni»,
versity in Washington, D.C.  ~

He. served as assistant at St. John's. ';
_Church in White Plains, N. Y., and
" the Church of St. Francis at Moumf
Kisco, N.Y. For five years. he was.’
- gpiritual director of Newman School’
for Boys, Lakewood NJ: a0

- In 1936, Weldon was transferred to'

"“ Bla3sed Sacrament Church in Man- "~
- | ‘hattan, where 'he’ ‘remained until

| 1942; when he ]oxhed the Navy as a’
' chaplain. He gerved in the Navy for -
! four years and saw w duty aboard the
| aircraft carrier Guadalcanal before
being discharged as 2 heutenanb‘
¢ nder '




: ppointed
ol F I“rémcis Cardma} Spellman In
11947, he was named assistant dir ¢er
_tor of Catholic Charities in the Arch-
‘diocese of New, York, and later was
“elevated to pdpgl chamberlain with
_the rank o very reverend
- mongignor,
Catholic C aritieq Wm'k

v * At the close of 1947, he was named.
- ,executlve diréetor: of the Catholic

¢ Charities of New Yark and was made
omestic prelaté" with the title of
ight reverend -monsignor.

He -was - appointed bishop of
pringfield on Jan. 31, 1950 and con- |
rated on March 24 that.year in St.
rick’s Cathedral, New York City,"”
¥ Cardmal Spellman
Veldoh Believed that the chirch
ld not remain aloof from secula;‘

4§ New ngfa'ms N
He gave leaderghip ‘to new ' pro-

ilqren, for unwed parents and for
e drug dependent.

g inyolved in civic and poht~
matters,”. ‘he -once said, “But -
“not fnnctioning in'the commu-"
y.if we ignore what is happening

o ‘retire; and that took effect on Oct.ix
; grams’ ‘for’ the elderly, for ‘troubled

he church was and js still afrmd .

: 'Criminal Justice, afthate wi
; N

In addition 10 hi p

bxshop, which mcluded partxcipatiun
in Vatican II at Rome; the “bishop
also undertook commupity responsi-
bilities,. including offices in'the Pio-

_neer Valley United Way. He was for

14 years a trustee of the University
of Massachusetts, which conferred
an honorary doctorate’ on him in
1976, He also received honorary.
" degrees from Holy Cross,. Boston
College, Assumption, - - St. Anselm’s

. and .Iona. He was given the Greater -

Sprmgfleld commumtys h_lghest

. award,*the Pynchon Medal,

Asked Asshtauce

" Inhis 70th year, Weldon petltloned
‘Rome for assistance; and the Most -

. 'Rev: Joseph F. Magunre auxlliary

bishop “of 'Boston, was named on
April'3, 1976, as coadjutor bishop of

\‘Springfield ‘with. right of succession. - i

Weldon asked for papal permission

.15, 1977. Maguire insisted that Wel-

Y

don remain in the Elliot Street resi- ..

dence bat, after hospitalization  in
1979, he-moved to, a ranch house-on
‘Cunningham Street.

‘The- hishop is’ survived by two sis-

-ters, ‘Miss Margaret Weldon, and
. Mrs Alice Lynch, who were ‘with him
;’at the time of his death;- two-neph- ,

L eWs, Thomas Cooke of Bergenfield: .
NJ., and Dr. Gerald. Weldo: ,’ynch ,
president ‘of John Jay iof

Pl




