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The Tragedy of 
Gilbert Gauthe 
hen young Falher Gilbcrl 
("iallihe began secrelly 
molCSlinl a boy in 
Ilrou"alll in 1972, he SCI 
in mOl ion a decade-long 
Iragedy Ihe delails of 
which arc or-Iy beginning 
10 surface. AI is,ue in Ihe 

final ~Iage~ of Ihi~ u~gedy arc Ihe 
Iroubled lives of dozcns of Acadiana 
families, millions of dollars in damales 
claims and Ihe responsibilily of Ihe 
Roman Calholic Church's Lafayelle 
Diocese for Ihe a~ .. ions of one of ils 
prieSlS_ 

The fale of Gilbert Gaulhe-who 
ha~ admilled under oalh 10 sexually 
moleslillg 37 young~lC:rs in hundreds of 
illcidellls while a priesl in Broussard, 
New lheria, Ahbcvillc and Henry-.. ,m 
uhim;aldy be "Ia)"ed 0111 ill lhe conrl). 
GallI he was indkled la~l o.:lober in 
Lafayclle on II eounl5 of auravaled 
crimes againsl nalure, II counls of 
commilling \C:~lIall)' immoral acls wilh 
minors, one counl of aggravalC~d 
rape lsodomizing a boy under Ihe age 
of 12) and II eounls of crimes of por
nOlraphy involving juveniles, Ihrough 
pornographic photo sessions. Lafa
yelle defense allorney F. Ray Mouton 
has cnlc:red a plea of nOI suilly by 
r.:ason (If insanily on hehalf of Gaulhe. 
11.c Irial h CXI'~'\:le'" for Ihe fall. Mean
whil.:, Gauthe is undergoing uealmenl 
in a Conneclicul psychialric: facilily. 

Ikyond Ihe .:riminal indi':lmelll, Ihe 
lafayelle Diocese and a number of in
surance companies have, in out-of
courl selllcmcnlS, already agreed to 
paymenls of al leasl S4.2 million to 
familic, of lIinc of Oa,"hc's viclims in 
Ve.milion Parish. Plaintiffs allorneys 
Raul Oencomo and Paul Heberl re
fuse 10 confirm or deny Ihe amnullIs or 
lerms of Ihe individual 5C1l1emenIS. 
!,Ievell a .... il illllal M,ih have !>cell filed 
b) other vil:lims for claims of appro xi
mal ely SI14 million. 8uI these daims 
.cp.c~cnl only a llIillorily of viclims. A 
veil of secrecy shrouds Ihis uagedy, 
and only skelchy del ails have been 
revealed so fa •. 

II wOllld he casy for a .:ommunilY 10 
.hield il>elf from Ihe,,, painful 
-realiliC5, 10 i>olale Gaulhe, as a ttrrible 
abc:rralion, from Ihe Chur.:h .. hose 

\' '1"'\III~ III '\"I~ ~'hl h' hllll "'\~~ 
from the vktims and their families as 
1,,,illf,,1 reminders nf .. .,mclhinl hellrr 
'"1':"11(,,11 II ... Ihe luke •• r hli.uluC"\,\ 
I'U, 1 •• ·1,'"'' hnl ••• , . "" 
I. 1111' II~II" '1' \ II I'" 

Nalional experts interviewed by Th~ Ihe courts have aone to lI"eat lenllhs 10 
Times arc unanimous in sayina proleetlhe anonymily of victims, as re
.:hildren victimized by sexual molesla- quesled by anorneys Bencomo and 
lion neL'd help. A sell abuse rc:searcher Heherl_ Th~ Times is in complete 
for the U.S. Stnate Permanent Sub- agreement with this principle and has 
commillee on InveSliaations in not sought out Ihese youna victims 
Washinglon, Bruce Stleraig, lold Th~ durins its inveslisation_ We do nOI 
Times: "Many (viclimizcd) kids arc helie"e the public is Strved by knowinl 
walking around wilh a time bomb in- Iheir names. Nevtrlhclcss, inttrviews 
side them, fL'Cling incredible guilt. wilh sources well-placed in Ihe unfold
There aren't many victims who arco't inllililation convince us thtre are still 
affected for a longtime." walk ina time bombs tick ins_ Adoles-

Dr. David Finklehor of the Universi- cents or young men who have not come 
Iy of New Hampshire, author of IWO to lI~rm5 with victimi7alion earlitr in 
books on child sexual abuse, told Th~ life may still be sufrerina-in need of 
Tim~s: "It i~ imporlant to strcss that treatment. 
Ihe fach of sexual abuse can be But victims are in an .. onizina 
severe-depression, flashbacks, suicide quandry: Guilt haunts their memories, 
allempls, psychosis. Long-ttrm im- yet if they come forward, communities 
paCIS are inevilable for C"'crybody_" may well view Ihem as symbols of a 

I'a"age. IIf a I,.y.:holollist's report realil y 100 harsh 10 \:onlemplate or as 
e>alualinll Gauthe's youngtr victims harsh critics of a cherished institution. 
charaCicrize Ihe silualion as "of such a Fear of the reaction of friends and 
magnilude Ihal il almosl defies dcsc:rip- neighbors is a compelling reason nOlto 
lion or dassificalion." (Th~ Times did confcss their viclimizalion. The victim 
nol have acce'~ 10 Ihe full report.) is vi':limizcd alain. 

The real impact of Gauthe's sellual The Acadiana eommunity has also 
plunde. will be with us for years, suffered under the veil of secrecy Ihal 
Several children surrounds the ease 
have undergone A Perspective of Gilbert Gaulhe. 
therapy at special- Althouah Bishop 
ized trealment facililies. Some arc Gerard Frey has issued sevtrallencral 
wrack~'d by r~'\:urre:1lI nightmares. An pasloral stalements ahout the Gauthe 
a.Jole,cclII vi.:lilll who roon afoul of the case, no (bu.ch aUlhllrilY h35 talked 
law spent time: in a pari~h jail. (Experts specifically about it wilh the media_ II 
say ani i-social hehavior of len stems sccms Ihe IClal exigencies of insurance 
from sllch Irallma.) And vi.. .. ims who compaine~ oUlweigh lhe more visceral 
suffered as children arc nOl healed by nceds of a community to discuss the 
time alone. Another of Gauthe's malltr wilh full knowledge of the 
earliesl viclims, now in his 205, is faclS-to have a eatharsis and wipe the 
underloing Iherapy for his traumalic slalc clean. 
.:hildhllOLl mcmorics. In r~JlCln!IC 10 Thr runes' request 

Thc parent~ of Gauthe's vielims for illlcrviews wilh Di.hop Frey and 
have also paid a tremcndous human Msgr. Ilenri Larroque, Ihe diocesan 
pri.:e. The de,uuction of innocence can vicar leneral, lafayette allorney Bob 
radkally aller Ihe hand belween falher F. Wriglu wrote: "My dienls are in
alld SlIn, helwL-c1I IIllllhcr and .:hil.J- hihil .... h)" cOlllraclual insllrance Ir
lind, 11111 infrequcntly, put stress all Ihe rangclllcnts to do nothinl which mighl 
relalinn,hip helween parenlS jeopardize the insurers' riShlS of 
them~c:lves. And yel, those who have del"ense ... _ A press interview on Ihe 
clime forward, sc:cking financial com- matters in litigalion could result in the 
pensalion for Iheir agony, have suf- Church and il\ officials bc.ing denied 
f~rcd criticbm by others in their com- illsuran.:e coverage. This ~annOi be: 
lOunily;wllu- ~rhaps 110 '1101 undcF--nskcth:vcnttmngh-iunay SCCIllto you 
~liln.J Ihe depths uf Iheir sufferinl or thai 111m bo:inlllrbilrary in rc:fu\inlto 
the severity of Gauthe's crimes. The authorize Ihe requesled inttrview. 
law clearly Illows financial redrcss in "Please be •• slIre6lhal Ihe Church 
"n(-~ .11. h .~ Ihew 11I1,llh •• rll. i~l_ h~\·I!-.ilw.,~ ~1!t1lllll' 

Under loui~iana IIW, Ihe penalty for cerned abuut the interests of the In
.RR.av;II~'d rllpe of I .:hil.J llruk. 12 j, divi,h",15 and famili.:.. .rr«led and arc 
life illl," h""I11"'" '" IlIu" I.h".. 111111 ... ill .... nlh.llc In ,h. all Ihlllll. "".,i

"u .. nullilitl thl ...... ,. 1t .. 1t ... , .. '· .... Itt. It,.o, lu.,h .' »nUr ..... 1 ....... dl"l h' ,ttl" 

lify-mitigale any damaaes and to pr~ 
tc.:t as bc:!;1 il can against any future 
recurrences_ " 

The Church may be ~1inl respon
sibly as a business by accepting the 
muzzle of its insurers' rilht to defense. 
But spiritual reconcilialion occupies a 
realm above "contract ual insurance 
Igrctrnenls" and the 10lic of liliplion. 
In spite of allorney Wriahl's assur
ances of the Church 's d~ire to mitipte 
damases, last summer I request by 
families who had received setllcmcnts 
to meet with Bishop Frey on a weekend 
retreat was denied_ llIc diocese and its 
insurers feared the bishop wculd be 
placed in an untenable posilion vis-a
vis new Iawsuits_ 

Both Bishop Frey and Mslr_ tar
roque, however, have liven sworn 
stlttrncnts in pre-trial pro.:eedinss_ In 
Th~ runn's rcpon, quotltions from 
the bishop and vicar acncral, unless 
otherwise indicated, come from depo
sitions. Ukcwisc Ihe words of Gilbcn 
Gaulhe himselr. AI the lime he was 
deposed, Gauthe had been undtrloina 
trealment for a year_ 

We believe Ihe Gauthe case bean 
serious scrutiny for OIhtr reasons. Sex
ual abuse of chiklrcn has become a 
mountinl national issue_ Across 
Amc:rica, repnrl' of incesl and 
molestation b) carClaken of younl 
people arc on the rise. II Is also a prob
lem of the Cal hulic Church "OUtside 
of Louisianl- Othtr I:I5CS involvina 
priests who molesled younasters in 
California, Oregon, Idaho and Wis
consin have rCCCl'ltly been reponed_ 
What steps are being taken to assure 
Catholics thai such <--rimes ar.: beinl 
forcefully dealt wilh inside Ihe 
Church? How bave bishops respond
ed? And whal ~'lIn we learn from these 
IlIIubling eyen .. ? 

These Ire p;.inlul queslions for any 
publicalion 10 ril'se :lIId answers do 
nOI come ea~ily. We believe thai 
";t izcns of A.:adiana, a hislorically 
Calholic relion, (I!""crvc: a full accounl
ina- Our rcpor'.:f belan bi~ invesliga
tion more than Ihr~c "'clnlhs alo. Our 
praytr is Ihal Ihe . .,.," h'~sillninllhi~ 
week will establish _he facts necessary 
10 an understandinl .... tht fullscnpc of 
Ihi. "'''1111 1J1I11I"1v 111111, 1"\I~illl! he 
yond that, will help heal the wounds 
Ind fO\lcr a Inll: ..... '.ndlialion be-
IWt'CIllhr .Jlon"<" : .... 1 ii' I'l"I.IC' 
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By JASON BERRY 

: wo days before Christmas, 1977, 
.. Gilbert Gauthe became pastor of 

.. ,. .... _ ... < St.john's church in Henry, a tiny 
- ., town in the rice belt of Venn ilion 
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Parish. The Catholic Church is 
bedrock here; for generations, 
farmers raised families in the faith 
of their forebears. And the 
32-year-old priest seemed solidly 
one of theirs. He was a lean man 
with dark hair and two visible 
passions: the wilderness and 
children. Flocks of youngsters 
followed him on outings to the 
marsh. His attentiveness to 
chi!dren impressed many mothers. 
Grown men respected his love of 
guns and laughed at the story of 
Father Gauthe, perched in the 
church belfry, shotgun in hand, 
blasting geese in low flight on 
foggy dawns . 

He WIS popular for other reasons. In 
-- ----1'O"eral ~rmons he ~ould be posilively 

srcllhinding. Arl~r inlcreeplilll (l<llice 
menagcs on a high-powC1'Cd radio, he 
would race 10 Ihe scene of accidenls of
(crillil help. OIl~C he :hIyed a m,m'5li(e 
hy r"lhnll hill! fWIII all UI"'lIlkd IIII~' 
lOr. 

And always Ihere were Ihe children, 
"""Ily I_.y\, .,Iuyinll 111 Ihe ,c.-IOIry OIr 

II I \:amp in Ihe mlrsh IS his wcckend 
lueSls. He was chaplain of Ihe 
diocesan Boy Sc:OUIS and Ihe Biddy 
Basketbalilcam in Abbeville. Wtahhy 
women, he has said, roulinely lave him 
moncy. AllhoUlh his salary ... s lillie 
IIIllIe Ihll/l 57,000 • )'Cllr, (llInlhe 
claimed in sworn ,lllcmenlS Ihal he 
earned closer 10 118,000 yearly because 
of ,M .. hhlolK'n' ,cnero,h,. SII(h was 

, .. a .... ria., .. · , a. & ,." "_, •• 
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lhe surr_ or lile and railh II 51. ~ 
lhe EvanadiSi in lhe rears of Fr. 
Oaulhe. 

Rl"dall ... 
Behind his prieslly persona Ihe raI 

Gilberl Gaul he _as a pedophile-a 
man !>Cxllally fixaled on ~"hildrcn. This 
is one or Ihe lIarknl manirC:,lalioni or 
human scllualily. a psychololical con· 
dition lillie studied unlil recenlly. em· 
luries alo il was called "Ihe kinl's 
discasc" becausc only a monarch could 
mlale in it wilh impunity. Pedophilia 
assaults sociay's fundamallal nociollS 
about innocence. For whal can be 
more innocenl Ihan a chilLI' 

One rrail found in many. Ihouah IlOl 
all pedophiles. is a hislory of saual 
viaimiulion in Iheir own youlh. 

Dr. John Money. a pionccrinl 
psycholherapist II Ballimore's Johm 
Hopkins UniversilY Hospilal. has 
trcaled many sex off(nLlers. "MoSl 
pedophiles I !Ye come acro\s." he loki 
The nmrs. "arc people who rail in 
luve wilh chilliren. There's somahinl 
distinctly chillilike in pedophiles: 
Psychoscllual ale lIocs nOI keep pace 
wilh chronolollcal ale." 

Two dassiQ of chillirm's lileR' 
ture-Alic-r '" Wo"rkr/,lIId and PftB 
p.,II--ere wrillen by pedophiles. 
Lewis Carroll and J.H. Sarne. Doch 
lales aea" a .:hild·liL. ranllSY world. 

Gaulhe's t""i~lcII fanlasy world 
demanlled chilllrcn for aralilicalion. 
He IIrew mOSI of his ,,;clims rram lhe 
ranks or .llar boys. They lrained in 
rilUlls of Ihe mass II .Ies 7. • and 9. 
And he IIrew Ihem inlo IlefS of SCL 
Some successfully rtburrcll his ad· 
vances; more did nOi. 

In a dellO,ili,," lakmlast (klober by 
Laraydle :lIIorney J. Minos Simon. 
who represenls one ~;"1iln·s family in a 
civil suit. Gaulhe Yill his victims 
numbered "35. 36.37. SOIncthinllike 
that." Out Abbe\;lIe l:lwY~T Paul 
Heberl. who bcpn leaal procccllinp 
alain!t the church 011 behalf of \·ictims 
in 1983. believes OIherwisc. He ~;Ies a 
rcpoM by Dr. KenllC(h Bouillion. a 
Lafayerte psycholopSl who screcaed 
viaims al Heberl's requesl. Bowllioa 
declined 10 be Inler\;"'ed. but Heben 
laid T1t~ Timrs that. based 00 
Bouillion's rcporl, "Our suspi..;on is 
thll Ihe number of viaims GaUlhe 
moleiled IR hi, .:-;rrcer a5 a "rial could 
well ellceed 70 ,hillirell. lIIany of "!!lIIII 
are now D"er lB ... 

Why did it take so lonl-morc lhan 
10 years-before Gaulhe was Slopped? 
Consider his role in thosc younllives: 
He was a man IIcfore whum Ihey yw 
Iheir parcnli kneel. showinl defcrcncc. 
rcccivini communion; a man to whom 
parent and child alike ""OIIresscd sins; a 
guest at ramily lIinners; a surroplC 
fllher and fillure of consummate 
authorilY· 

"All ur Ihe in,,;II_." GaUlhe said 
under oalh. "had. more or less. tbe 
same palltrn ,.'here 11101 to know one 
of Ihe children. ancl. you kno .... lhey 
would come over to the house a rew 
limes. and then lhere _ould be just 
some ,."csrlinl or ticklinl or SOIIICIhin& 
like lhal, ad then .• here·d be ~ 

Louisitlltll joumlllisl JtlSOII Ikrr1 is 
1M _11M of Amazinl Grace. wItidt 
cllrrmiclrs 1M civil ri,II1S imp«r tilt 
Mimssippi poIil;':J. A Cuflrolir. Iw II • 
,,""utl,e of Jesuil 1Ii111 S.:1IuuI ;" "*'" 
OrlnfIJ tIIId ~oWII UII;t/'BSilY· 
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al poinl on mulcslin,. and Ihen from Ih 
,"c ... IIIO inlO) Ihe sc~ual a~li\ IIY· .. , .. 

Y in elrly 
IICed oral 

Gaulhe commilled sodom 
houn before man, intro'" 
\1:' 11\ Ihe wllf.:"ional, 11\ Ih 
an ... he ,ho",~d h" youn~ \10; 

lared pornnrraphy. He 100 

ul ""Imll \nar,hol1, .. hl"h 
10 have demo)'ed, and ins 

e .... .:n'ly. 
'IIms~illo:o 

k hundreds 
he dalln' 

lilaled .n 
,ames. 

ophilcs, 
,hlld,en III 

Dill like ~ountless olher pcd 
he .. I\u Lne: .. how 10 rc;"h 
In, Ihre::II,:,"nS way\-. ·ulI .. alilill 
Ihe:m a, f.iell"'\, ,:oOlplllllo:nllnll Ihem, 
lelllnllhcm I"lay in Ihe rc"ory. fosler, 
in_ 1I01,,'n\ Ihal \cx wa. fun hy lelllllil 
Ihcm 1,1.,), ~1\,1t':'1 It.unc\ .a'I.:r \.::\
re .. ;",11111 Ih':01 fll. u""II,en.:e 10 

I':lIher. 
Who 1\ (iilbera (i;&111 he :md how 

.0111.1 he: h;! •• he.lll11e ,I I'ne,,? 

KIIIIls IIf the Trl\:fd, 
(i.lluh.: ... ,,\ h"rn in 1'l"S In Nilre"e· 

Behind his priestly persona the 
real Gilbert Gauthe was a 
p~dophile-a man sexually 
flXated on children. Centuries 
ago the affliction was called 
'~the king's disease" because 
only monarchs could engage in 
it with impunity. 

onv,lIe. a small lown in Assumplion 
I'an,h. ,ura mil ;dung the .:lIrvo: .,f 
Oa)'1I1I l.af,lmdle. lie was the elde\1 o( 
ellhl ,hiIlJr.:n in iI (amlly "f modal 
means. Ili\ fill her was a filrmer. and as 
iii hoy (iilhcrt (ollowed Ihe .eI>OIlS, 
hunllnll and (i.hin", '3m pin, as 3 IJoy 
XOI'I. rhe nrlsin~ of hiS pedophilia 
may lie In hi' childhood. 

In deposilion he ,poke of his own 
mule,lall.,n: "1\.,lh bll),s were IWO or 
Ihree ycar. older Ihan I, The lirsl lime I 
..,as tJ or 10 YCilrs old ilnd the second 
lime I was 3 senior in hlBh .chool." He 
SOlid he had sex wilh Ihe first boy "on 
IWO occ35ion~ . . , ilnd once wilh Ihe 
second." whom he described as 
"doser 1021." 

Ciaulhe 
Hiah in N 

,radulled from Assumplion 
lpolronllille and from Ihere 
USL. mlnin, Immlo;ulall 
n Lafayelle Ihree years laler 
calling 10 Ihe pncslhoud is a 
'is Ion. yet GalUhe', sworn 

wenl 10 
ScmlRlry i 
in 1965. A 
major de. 
SlalemmlS revcll I remarkable am· 

"As far as why I was cnlcr· 
very unclear on Ihal myselr. 
d aboul Ihe seminary all my 
ally didn'l know Ihal much. 
cd 10 10 in. I didn'l really 
kind of ~ommllmenl 10 Ihe 

bivalen.:e: 
inl, I was 
I had hear 
life and rc 
so I decid 
halle any 
prlcslhood; il was more L'IlriosiIY." 

A slalely Colonial structure on 
Breault Bridle Hiahway. Immaculall 
(.:IO\ed in 1977) heran as a minor 
scmlnary in 11J.I8: four years of hi,h 
school. IWO of collqe. From Ihere. Ihe 
normal prOlrCSSlon was 10 Noare 
D:lme, a major _inary in Ne
Orleans. for complcllon of collclc 
work and a mlSlen of dillinilY. 

In 1961. afler GaUlhe had advanced 

._.' . -- --- ---_._._----------------------

Be Listed in The Times' Guide to Acadiana 
TIIr nmel' "Shopping and Sclvices Oukle 10 Acadlana" win Include not only complete Informallon for newcomm but abo patlnalt Infor· 

mation lor lalayttte natives. Il«ause the city oITers special ilnd speciilUzed services. we'll teu our in,the'know re.icn $lime things they need 
to know-like where to lind shoes rD. hard lo-fil feet. the names of party suppliers and cake clccoraton, where 10 have Clothes lIlercd ilnd 
nilils lipped. who provides Iur slo'age and who makes baby rurnlture. 

The Guide will be used by newcomers and natives alike. bul your services won't be sIIowased unless you Ielus know wfIIt they arc. 
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STYLE 
SHOW 
ChaP.tor 
12 Noon 
Frld • ." 
M • .,24 

WE'RE POPPING UP 
ALL OVER THE PLACE. • 
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~~~ AGAIN! 
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That's right, we just pop~.J up with our new branch on Pinhook Road at Energy 
Plaza Parkway. Our seconJ building, our seconJ year. Who knows where we will 
pop up next! 

We hope you will pop by either of our two loc:ltions for Grand Opening Festivities 
Jurin~ the week (I£June 1· 7..0 we Gin lhIY "Th:lnks" ru you in pcr~un (ur helping us 

~~wz--i#~J~LBANK 
grow. 

RRANCH LOCAnON, 

OUR BUSINESS IS STILL 
YOUR BANKING. 

I~'·A Eo"''" n ... r.r.w., .. "'"h .. ur. RJ. 
I ......... 1.'\ i,""'" m·7i1l 

n nlE TIMES I MAY lJ. ,91S 

MAIN OFFICE, 
111 'I' eo ......... So. ~"'n 
I .... , .. ' •• IA ;'0'(11 

... 
"-10 NOire Dime, Fr. Vincen. o'Con~ 

became re.:lor or Immacula'i. A 
~tanSl priol no .. in hi, Uk and livina 
in New Orlelns, O'Connell .. ould_ 
GaUlhe some.ime laler. BUI his renee· 
lions on Immacula.a open I .. indo .. 
on lhe prohlems II Ihe urayel.t 
seminary durina G,u.ht's .ime .here. 

Upon Irri-'II, O'Connell round I 
c:ommuni.y divided by personali.y 
dispu.es and q,,~\.ion' of di~cipline. 
Ale .. u one prubl(m: Older 
seminlrianstakinl courwsa. US'. had 
Ireater freedom .han those of hip 
sdlool lie, .. ho wac subjCClcd to 
s.ric:ler supervision. "There "IS no 
uniformity of polic:y," O'Connell es· 
plains of .he facili.y. He says priests 
dirrered on approaches.o spiritual and 
academic de\·elopmen. of Ihe semi· 
narians. 

O'Connell, who en.ered seminary in 
1926, realizc:d thai sn.:ial and cui. ural 
c:ompl.:xities were a. worl.;. He fel. 
Sluden.s required more Ihan jusl 
relicious allen. ion. U a seminarian 
sho .. ed silllS of ~iou" stress, says 
O'Conntll, "he needed a psychiatrist 
for dira:.ion." Bi,hup 5.:hexnayder, 
In elderly man, resistc:d Ihe idea . 
O'Connell ..-ontinu.:s: "I .old him il 
was .00 imrorlan •• 0 run .he ins.i.u· 
lion wilhou. Iha. resource. The facully 
aareed. II was ob"ious .ha., besides 
normal emotional and inlellCClual 
deYdopmelll or •• uden.s, .here .. ere 
Iwo main appell/es. Ont .. as food and 
drink; Ihe u.h.:r is ..... ,c:d sex, bUI i.'s 
really Ihe appeli.e far procrea.ion. 
When .his iii no. alln .. ed in normal cir· 
cums.ances, il mlt.1 he deall wi.h." 

The bi,hop relenled. O'Connell 
hired a ~y..-htalrl\l who counseled Iht 
\/Udcn'Ii. III time, hc \3)", six can· 
dtob.a .. .:r.: dilim .. .ed fur sho .. ina 
homosexual procll'i.ies. O'Connell's 
apprnaeh prcfillurcd p.yeholoaical 
~recnin. ""'..-c .. "r .... ad;al'led ill many 
seminanes across .00merH:a in .he '70s 
.0 caule .he o~erallllabili.y of future 
pries.s . 

Cunccrn uver homowsuali.y was not 
.he ...,1.: rurce hchind .h", ..-hanlcs; 
ra.her, ree.ors beailn embracinl 
modern psyeholoClcal pra.1ices as a 
..-omplemen. .0 .heir own jud,men's 
about men mo,"inll .oward urdina.ion . 
The Jesuits in New Orleans use .he 
Minneso.a Muhi·Phaw.: Personali.y 
Invenlory in .helr "all • .,y of 5.andar· 
.Jizcd tesls .0 dClerlllill': scncral fi.ness 
of novi.iales .oda). 

Gauthe gradua.ed from Notre Dame 
before such I~IS .. ere administered. 
Bu. his performance in New Orleans 
hardly sUllested .he capahililies or a 
aoocI parish priest. He failed SC\'erai 
c:ouncs indudinl "E.hi..-s" and "The 
Sac:ramenl of Pc:nance" and lwiet fail· 
ed his master of di\'lnIlY exams. Ht 
eventually raised his crades 10 plssin, 
1C\·d. OUI an earlv evaluatiun, oUllin· 
inl problems .hat· .. oul .. surface la.er, 
is I study in amhlluUY: 

"He has "one pas.oral .. ork Dtlillie 
Rower Cl:hurchl .. hieh has been 
sa.isfactory. As a radiO ham and Seou. 
leader he has perha~ over·ex.ended 
himselr in a c:ompulsive fashion. He 
sho-s linte 1Iumor :md worries-otbcrs.--
A. limes he !iCc:IIIS thrmened and not 
quile wi.h ii, and has dra .. n some 
queSlion about his judlment. 
However, he is steady, conslanl, and 
was ordained subdeacon on January 
16,1971." 

AI .he end of .he year, ("""Ihe"u 
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/ 

's Church 
ars before 

ordalnell a prinl in 51. Ann 
in ;IIal'<,kunul/(, where )'e 
he ma ... .: hI' fir'l ~ulllmunio n. 

ho knew 
Til, Tim,'l, 

,\ f.,rul~r ~lIIilla,,;an " 
C; .. ulhe al Nnffc I);IIIIC ",I'" 
"1 \\,a, nul 'Ucrrr'f.,"d "hen 
Ih" IlIe", of {i.ullltc', In 
(illho:u lIe'CI 1(""1·' hun 
aU\Une III 1';II(h.1I1. r, I !:Ol I 

''''11 h~ \\ a, \ ,'1 \ 1'''1\ul.1I "II 
(id ",1\ I,,·.III~ •• ~h.III'm,alh: 
.h,.,.: L.J, Ii\, IIld",hhh:. 
~.>l1 IIIIIIL al1olll1 II " 

I ruJ all 
dl(lmenll· 
II ,noun.J 
he Impr.:,· 
h I.ulllh~,. 
1',:r',)11 f,u 
Ihe .n"r( 

,,,·mln.lrl;tn \I1Ullu,:1 "'I": I tUlle 
'.1\" t. •• uul,,; \\ 1(\'\' hi' \.;'& r "nft .1 

ttlU ~IJi' .d.lIl11 ..... "h, ... "" ... Ih~1 t=rew 
. In Iknr), I .. 1.lh.:r \ .... ;11, \1 III..: I ... ..:tur~ 
, U\ .. ., Ih~ 

II I' , 
(;.lIuh ... lIl'I:1IIt .. J tUfa·I;., h • .ar 
""hll'''' .III:! ~"'IU' '1,&1 I;ut 11. 'C..I u:ht 
.. " ...... , Ih.: .. ~ltt"'l1l 

In .kl''''1111111 \\.:11 •• 11,.111'-=\ 'man ... 
( ... uthe; ,1.lh:d I ... : lIIuh:'lcd Illfe&: no,', 
\.1"·"1': h., III" ''''h:lll1h.'111 .".1 rra,,"'11I1 

,.ard III 1117= \1.1 "hurd. u .. llIt.,: 
II. " ... lIhl hi,,' ,..:\,,"r.11 I'.u~n ...... ,m· 
1 ••• 11,,,,,1 1.1111. II,,' '.IIlI. ,. 111" \ ~.UI1I'I\ 

.,'~uJ 111\' II I 1t,1" h,,'-'II ul\uhnJ \\lIh 
;1\1\ III Ihc d"l,h,·I\." he '1;ale.l. ·'.1001 I 
'01,01, ·Yn.' .\\111 I ~'~ed Ihcm ,f Ihe) 
"."ald lu.:lp 111,," lind .. t:uud P'~"ltI~l· 
If., .. '· \ 1.1l1~ III.HIe .m .11'("\IIIIII1It:11I 

IlIr hllll, .. \",1." he '011 .... "I '"lIrly 
~':PI II." (;;lIl1he ,,,,,llhe parC'nl\ pal'" 
f"r Ih.:\(' '("'I&m, •• \ tlld. I"'ICO ,(\('ral 
111"",1,, all'" Ih,III,,' .hol 1101 rCrllnlhc", 
10 ("hur~h '"I'CrI"r'. 

G .. ulhe Je'~nbed his IherallY 015 
"hLr.: ... 1 .""I __ I,llIUI1 "nit Iq'ul'I\C 
IIk.a,. I .,111 II ,I\IId hilI nlll d.:.UI.,,1. 
J,,,, Ih.al hc \\"lIld hale nlc Im3!!IIIC, 
you Lno .. , Ii~c Ihe embarrOl~\melll, 

Ihln~, hLe Ih;u. Ik "anle'" me II) Ihink 
•• hum ....... 1\.' , .• h,CII.IUI •• I\.1 L.n,:,lIntt 
'1111, \1".11 \\CIII .. Iun!! "lih lin: !!~me. ,. 
The ""~Illll~ .JI'" IIUI ,ure li.aulhe:\ 
pc .... ,llhlha. 

The 11.:\1 )·car. 1971, Gerard fre), 
be:.:;alllc hl\hlll' "f Ih.: I .11~\eIlC 
()I~, ... e. -\ n;I\I\': :-;.:" Orlea",.an .. ho 
':",ere'" Ihe "~III\11ary 11\ hi~h '.:hool. he 
... " pre\'it""I) Ihc 1",lmp ul S,,\ ~n· 
nah,lia In 197) hc Irall,lo:rrcd (;JlIlhe 
14, OJ pan~h in Ne\\ Il'ocn3. In d~pn,,· 
"'10. Ihc bi,llUp e'plalllN (i~ulhc's 
U"II\lr,:" nu,'re "\'r~ I\lltU '1\1('1\ an Ihe 
II ......... "II". "'t.:tc 1'II,hlng Ihe " .. u~ nr 
Ihe ..:ane fiel ... \\orke:rs. He: IGaulhel 
100" Ih.:u ,,"'e all'" Ihe pa.lor looL Ihe 
olh.:r ,.dc, and Ihere ";\s a d;a\h 01 fICr' 
\(In:tI''I~. I. 

~ 11"1 Ihe: memory of Ulhe:n in 
Bro ... ..ar'" i1l19n. 

Th.. Ti",f") ,po~e wilh IWO nuns 
orc;anilin@ cane field worke:rs In 
n'oll' .... ,.1 in 1972. rhey are 1\(1 IlIn!!er 
in I." .. ,iana. I h.:~ ',Iy (i;lIl1hc', a~
li'"I_-' uII"hl.:'" 1If11I1"OIr'" .:lerg)· early 
nn. (i.alllhe e .. lled ;a l1o,y 11,,1 .,f 
POI,."111,,1 "'h .... 1 dol" une oI"y. One 
nUll ,.a" an"1 her 'i'ler 101... her <lne 

.,. .. , ... ,., ..... ,.,.,. ...... , .". , ... ,.,.,-,.,.,-,. ""'·'·"A)·'-'·'·'·"· ,.,.,.,. ',., " " ,,...,,, p .,.,. s', 's', '0"'''"""""",,,, 

A calling to the priesthood is a 
major decision, yet Gauthe's 
sworn statements reveal a 
remarkable ambivalence: "As 
far as why I was entering, I 
was very unclear on that 
myself. I didn't really have any 

Charles. The bishop said in deposilion 
ob in .. ul"ed office work and 
el wilh hoys in Ihe troops. 

kind of commitment to the Ihal Ihe j 
lillie conla 

priesthood: It was more Whilei 
Ihe rt\:lor 

n New Ibe:na, (iilulhe .hared 
)' .. ilh sC\"eral olhcr priem. 
ion he ,aid he mole'le'" sill 

he pari\h-"," Ihe ,acri,'Y, 
oom and Ihe mill or home 

curiosity. " 

e'O:"III~ ,Iller ""e "",II ~;dl, .. C;. .... 
1"II'j:I\': lIIe Iolr .. hal I Ihllllj:hl "hcn 
Ilhc hll) I rClllrll':.J 10 "',," 01",1 I ,.aw 
Ih..: c:,,,r("'lnn u .. h.\ ra,c:," The ",I("\. 
rU,I,k .1 ruk nC\':f hI .dl,.w ", .. Id.en h) 

le.l\c ,,,11111,1 "",,,,,,-,, III I" 10 Ihe 
rl:'L'h1ry 

·'11 11111\1 flCople: were like: me," \:Iys 
Ihe 111111, '·"hell Ihey hc.:ame 'U'P'C' 
iU"'.lhe)· were .. lra"llt' fod,ely 3~':II'e. 
I nil" ..... huw he'" ha"e lilll.: I.ny\ 
'flenJ I'" ..... y ;111" S;lIur,,;ay lII~hl' '" 
Ihe reC/ory Iwhere: he li .. ed ;alone.1 I 
Ihou~ln. hu ... inapprupn;alc-hul al\O 
1111\, \;ad, I hal a m"n would .JcflCnd lin 
Ihe .:mnpaniun,hlp uf ~hildre:n. The 
morc I "lIrried abolll iI, I fell ~OIu¥hl 

, loCI \\ cell Illy grnwlIIll ,",pi.:iun OIl1cJ I he 
IIce,I lei hnnll Ihe m;lIler 10 nlher'." 

Thc r"'lOr, Kc\,. Jllseph Kemp\. "as 
an old J)1I .. hman wbo Ii .. ed in hi~ own 
hOIl'e. The nlln ,ay, Kemp' "had ullrr 
d.\,lc,f":":'" Inr 'i.nuhe ill".I .. ,'.n· 
I'I"III~ .. IIII "1m Ihelllug)' bcmg 'u 'hal
lu". FOIlher Kemp, .:omplained Ihal 
G.alllbe \Va~ nOI ,man an'" "'1.Jn·1 ~el 
j: ....... 'elllillary Ir;ullillp." 

lIy Ih;al lime, "'('ullllcll hOI'" lefl Im
m;a~lIlalii an'" wa~ IIrganlZlng 
Drm",;,,'" '"gar ~ane worker\ In a 
"rll~~le I.,r heller "alia. n,e ~"Iers 
'i.Jed ,,"h Ihe "orJ..crs, opposed by 
rl3l11er, 3nd lIIill ownen. Anlllhcr nun 
\a), ,hc a,"cd O'Connell 3boul 
(;,lIlIh.:', "1'Ulhlelll," .11111 r~~"I" "he 
n!,'I"",d~\J In ,u.:h ,a "'·.'Y mil lO imply 
Ih;al Ihe rumur~ ,"cre !rut:. I pre.umed 
IGaulhe\1 ~han~e in anignmem 110 
Nc:" Il1c:rial "'a, une way in '~hich Ihe 
bi,hllp Wil\ handlinll Ihc "lUa"on." 

O'Connell "'oes nOI remcmber 
spccilk~ of Ihe .:on .. enalion wilh Ihe 
nun abc,UI Gaul he. He: says he did nOl 
brt'''~h II,,: "Ihjcel wilh lli5hop Frey. 

The memory of forlller Hrnu\soard 
der~y ~1111.:erniIl8 Ihc 'llgar .:ane con· 
Irn"C'ny i~ 011 .. aria nee wilh lhe 
hi,hnp',. ,\.:.:urding III O'Connell and 
Ihe: num, rOllh<·r Ih .. n "ding wllh Ihem, 
G,lIlIhe oppo~e'" Ihclr labor urlOlnu· 

In depa'il 
boy~ in I 
my bedr 
camper." 
ever ~onfr 

In 1976, 

He al~o \131Cd, "NII rnCSI 
olllcd me." 

lerm in ~ 
oil Iht end of his Ihr«·year 
ew Ihena, G"ulhe became 

a~5i5lanl 

!I;ui\h 11\ 

poI\lor OIl 51. Mal) MOIc"'alene 
.·\lIhe\ ille. The .lilY he .Ir· 

eral hel)" f,mn Ncw lhena 
m mUle inhl hi\ rulllll 'In Ihe 
om of Ihe rt\:lorv shared 
nlher prie\ls. 

rived, \CV 

hdpe'" hi 
Iroun'" n 
wilh Ihr« 

'\8aIR In 1976, (i.alllht:'~ bcha\'ior 
canle 10 Ihe alleillioll .,1' nlhrr ~Ierll),. 

inll-III Ihc Ihe I'",nl tiC "'enullneinll A~cor"'lIIl1 I" del'",ilioll" tohlr. 
Ihelll .II nne 111«111111. AI iln.uher Richard Moulun, Ihe: Ahbc:1rillc 1\3510r, 
III1~Cllnll, a nllll "\\lIer jOllcll .Jawn ma wilh IWO .,anshionen who com
li.:ell'e 1;a"l1l1l11l1o:r, of ~an tlllhl"'e: and plained Ihal (ialllhe had licked Iheir 
,hll"~ hi, Ii'l 1I1;t ,i,l.:r', CiI.:e. "n.:l1 \On, on Ihe: check. in hi' c:lRlrer. 
\;III1C ~ruIlP," O'('''lIl1cll C~pl;III1~, Mtlllhln calle'" 1\l\lIr. limn J arrllllne, 
",k"dcll Ihey were Fuin!: 141 lakc her .. ia:ar lIener"llIf Ihe: 1.00filyClIe ()ill.:e~, 
11111 a. prlll~ipal 01 Ihe: '~h(101 and pIli who sai'" Gaulhe ,hollid r«ave Ireal-
(i"ulhe III." ,\1 Ih"', Ihey failcd. menl. 

"(;,lIlIhe n.:\C'r ,holll'" h",·.: hccn or· Moulon conln,nle'" Gaulhe. 
"';allled,·' O'Collllell '"y\. "I "new he MClIllon ha\ 51 OIled (i;lIlIhe \OIiel, "101m 
ha'" .a problelll. ,\, far a~ hi~ hellli 1101 a honlo\e~lIal." "Well," \011'" 
lIay-belllg effeminale, Ihal was com- Moulon, "whalcver you arc. you'll 
mon knowlcd~e. BUllbe IWO Ihinls are ha .. e 10 10 for Irealmenl." 
11111 nece:ssanly Illcnllfied wilh Ihc ;/1;. Gaulhe remalncd a~1i"e as an Ab
Ihe parlllf il. I don'l know of il beinl beville priesl while \C:tInl Dr. Da .. id 
repone'" al all. I cJoubl if many kncw Ren, a lafayale p$)'~hiatriu, for ,ill 
he w;a, Ihomo'e~uOllly OIcll\'el, Tho\e: in sessions .:ulmlnalillg in February 1'177. 
;lLuhurlly, "hal Ihe)' knew, I don 'I nle diocese paId Ihe bill. t.!oulun 
knuw." ne .. er inquired of (j"ulhe aboul his 

Falher Kemps is now deceased. Irealmenl. Asked why by allorney 
In 19'" Ihe ~hurch hierarch)' firsl had Simon in dcpo\ilion, he rCfllietl: "I :1m 

(i,lIlIhe', 1I11,~""JII'1 !>rollglll III if> .11' lraine'" ali :I pricM 1<, forll<'1 \In\.'' 
lellll"". Ui,hup hey h;as ,Iilled in Moulon did lake ' .. 0 rru"'eR! ~lepS; 
dcposilion, .. ,\ )'oung man SlOPped me He forbade Gaulhe 10 ha"e )'ounplen 
OInd lold me he had bccn counseling a in Ihe r«lory, and he mo .. ed his 
young m;an "ho had emOlional prob· bedroom 1\' Ihe IIpper Ilour. Mean· 
lem, an'" ill Ihe ~"ursc of coullseling while, Gaulhe conllllllc'" .:"mJlinlllrlpS 
he'd fuun ... UIII Ih;1I he had a sexual an'" oUlings wllh boy~. lie: al\O Ifa"ded 
-homosc~ual .:oma':l wilh Gaulhe." 10 Pueno Rico ","h Ihe 8i1Jdy B;n~CI-

The bi\hop ,ai'" hi. )ouree "sccmed ball leam . 
10 be dislurhcd by Ihe Ihing and I or his s«on'" sCI of Ihrrapy sessions, 
didn'l wanl 10 pllrslle: il wilh him." Gaulhe slaled; "1 "'ownrla)'N and ac· 
The bi~hop ~onfmnlcd Galllhe. "This Iually lied 1(1 bOlh Ihe p\)'chialri~1 and 
w;" "hile: hc Wi" ill New Iheri", I MUII"lIn(lr MII"I"". I 1II:1\lc if ~III 
l;alk~"" 1" (ialllhe, .Il1d he ;a.Jlllllled Ih"l li"e il was nUl as \eriUU5 as II rc-.ally 
he ha'" macJc ;a nll~laLe, Ihal he ha'" was." 
been guillY of imprudeRl louches ... ilh No Church superior Conlacted Dr. 
Ihi. youn!! man, IhOiI il was an isolalcd Ren 10 .:hec:~.J).n Ihe prOlf~ "f 
c;l$e,1nc:idcnt. Ibat it wo,i1&1nevcr n;ijJ--: Gaillh~'s Iherapy. Only aOcr Clilulbc's 
IICn al!ain," he soai.... 1983 suspension front the priesthood 

Gaulhe eonllnued his career as a did Ihe bishop a:onfer wilh Ihe 
priesl. psychiatrisl, The bishop has stated he 

The followinl year. I97S. Bishop had rell such an inquiry would riol"le 
Fre:y appnlnlcll (;alllhe chaplain of Ihe physie:ian·dienl confi"'enli,lIil)" a 
dia«san Boy ~'UUIS. The ac:tual pri .. ilelc analolous 10 Ihe ~I of lhe 
recommendalion for aaulhe's apo confessional. 
poinlmenl came from Ms.r. Jude How di ... Ihe Church chain of ,om· 
Speyer who was Ihen diocesan chan' mand function in monilorinl Gilbert 
(Cllor. He is now bishop or Lake Gaulhe? By 1976 he had been a priesl 
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Steam Carpet Cleaning 
RESUME 

SERVICES 

$5 95 
w. dry cl.an drap •• 

In your hom •. ~ W. atrlp and wax 
any Iloor. 

PerAoom 
3 Rooms or More 
AeSoOenl.aIOnly 

Fr •• comm.rcla' .atlmat ... 
No mll.ag. charg. within 

Copy 50 resumes on 
specialty paper
get 10 resumes 
copied FREE 

- 75 mil. radlua. 

Caj~~lele~n~rsY~ces E.pI, •• MayJl. 1985 
c.,un _ & ope'.'«1 

Cal 

984-9436 
Ful ..",.;e Iva""b" .-n ,~ 

kinko'S· 
1020 J.II.rlon St. 233-8124 

MEMORIAL 
DAY SUMMERTIME SALE 

20% off 
entire stock 
misses dresses 
One dOy only. ThursdOV. MOV 23. ChOose 
Irom our spnng/summer oren collection 
Irom liZ Claiborne. Non·Slop. Connecllons. 
(Ioculive 01055. Kothlyn Conover. DaVid 
Worren Adrlanno PopeU 8< more. Sizes 4.14. 

33% off 
better & moderate 
coordinates 
IJQQ·10?99. rOQ 2200·16500 Choose 
Irom spllng/summer coolcllnotes 110m Pro· 
phecy. B Bronson Decouve. JOCk Winter 8< 
more (Styles 8r. sizes vary in each store) 

25% off 
select group 
misses swimwear 
2399·40.00. reg 32.00·55.00. Choose 
trom one 8< two Piece suits including 
bandeau. shealh. mlO 8< tank styles SOlidS & 
pllnn In sizes 0·16. 

1.99 
entire stock 
Bertlyn lelly shoes 
Reo J 9Q.~ 99 Choose Irom a large selec· 
tlan ot styleS 8r. cOlOrs available In sizes S·M· 
l·XL. 

misses rompers by Como Sport. .......................... 24.99 
fleg 3600 Fynwear.n Iwo easy OOing styles. Solid &. stnpe 100'" collon sheeting. S·M·L 

washable silk/cotlon campshlrt .......................... 19.99 
Reg JOOO ShOrr·Sleeve. bullon tront shirt in bright jewel coors. Stzes 6·16. 

misses famous maker split skirts ......... : ................. 19.99 
Reg 3000 Plearlront Wllh sloe closure.n wear now poty/cotton poplin. Sizes 6·16. 
iunior camp shirts ........................................ 14.99 
I?eg. 26.00 COOl corton blend In asserleel brlghl SOliCls. S·M-L 

lunlor shorts .............................................. 9.99 
I?eg 1400 Cellon bienos .n prints &. solids. 

junior tank topS ........................................... 5.99 
/(eg 10.00 Perfecl for layenng in VIVId solid colors. Cotton blend. S-M-L 

men's knockabout poplin pant ........................... 19.99 
C.:.mpare at 3000 SeIO&1 s own po,y/cotton 101.11'1 elastIC boCk Sizes 32-42. 

men's designer sportshirts ................................ 19.99 
Reg 3000 Shorr· sleeve corron/poly shirts With pOCket SpringltashlOn plaids. S·M·L·Xl. 

men's short-sleeve knit shirts .............................. 19.99 
Reo 103000. DeSigner 8< lamous maker kntls w.th talloreel collars. S·.f.1·l·XL 

~lbe~ 

for live JUr, bul alway, as an assiSl~ 
paslor. He had recti,·ed coun>dinl for ........... 
scllual miso;oniJucl ",ilh children. 
Catholicism iI((tll" human failin., as 
sin, 10 be forlloen. BUI how 
psychololically slable wa, Gaulhe? 

In laiC 1976, the bishop asked 
Moulon ir Ihere had been further in· 
cidnus. Moulon ,aiiJ no. In hi, iJeJlC)si· 
lions. Simon focu!>CiJ on Ihe proem 
lcadina 10 Gaulhe·s ap!IOlRlmenl as 
p:Islor in Htnry Ihe followinl year. 
"or course, IMoulon wa~1 wllchinl 
him," Bishop Frey laid the Ilwyer. 
"They liYe 101C1hn every day. And he 
had no-nothinl of any importance 10 
report." 

As diocesan vicar leneral. larroque 
is Ihe bishop's riChl haniJ, the man 
charled wilh d .. ily operalions and 
record·keepinl. In his ,worn Slale· 
menl, larroque yjd he did not make I 
formal inquiry but had '!IOken wilh 
Gauthe about the Ahbevllle incident 
'lIliJ his Iherapy. 13rroquc:. howcver, 
said he remembered lillie of Ihe con· 
yerytion. ·'1 simply presumed Ihe mill· 
ler had been o;o'·cred by Ihe iJoclor," 
he slateiJ. 

Simon wamed to know if it was 
unusual for children 10 ,":ep in rtt· 
tones. Larroque ans .. creiJ: "No. il is 
cenainly nOI unusual 10 haYe IUests in 
Ihe reclory under ;any circumslances. It 
would nOI be unusual 10 have younl 
people or adults 10 sleep at Ihe 
reclory." 

Bishop Frey has since prohibited 
diocesan priesls from hayinl unac:com
panied children as overnilhl IUCSls in 
rectoria. 

In late 1'177. nine months after 

Lamour 

flmnn 1111: ulI;n, .. ,;o1 
L"XI"'·"!IoIIiU nllu\"(". 

Nllw. 1'",," __ Fl.",,·, 1'.1. .. kel 
in ,Iow"h ,~\o n I ... f."","t:\' 

Gunlllil Squ.u f' In int:~ ~'UU 
11 .. ,"'.· .. , Wllh EIlIf'lM".1I1 d.ur 
I"· II,,· h, .. " h ",. h\" .1 .. · ,,,."'. 
F.llllh·\ II .. ,,,· .... ,rr .IS Ii ,·,h 

,11111.1:\ 1.,\"I"h .1'\ tI •• ",· 1111111'1 

,lny\' ta,'n' ,n I hI' \\ .. lid 

,_ rM (:-Ito. ~_lIutd III 
li",,,I,,,,, ~..J /1fn ... -. 

1"- ;! 15· i617 II""" "trI,r 
... ",4 ... .,.,ttI 



Father Gauthe was a man 
before whom his young 
victims saw their parents 
Im.eel, a man to whom parent 
and child alike confessed sins, 
a surrogate father and a figure 

a, Gaulhe Iherapy lern,illalcd wilh Re 
was summoned 10 Ihe c:h 
discuss a ne .. · POSI wilh the 
ha\'e some \ery diHi.:uh pro 
alllhoruy fiellres, 10 pul il 
Gaulh.: s<lid. "''''1 ,h;Jke in 
C\ cry lime , "olUld 80 
r:ctory." lie laid Fre)' he wa 
fur Ihe new 1".\111011, and 0 

1977, bC:C:3mc ,,:&\Ior "f 5 
chllr.;h In Iknr~·. If.: lJ\ed .. 
1':":11.") lIu Ihe II~\I 1;\ c a 

of consummate authority. 
of this pri cst, It "'U • horror story. I 

aneery to 
bishop. '" 
blems wilh 

rr:lnkly, .. 
m)' boolS 
inca Ihe 

S prepared 
n o.."C. 23, 
/. John's 

Inlle IlIlhe 
lid .. half 

)car~ .... h hllk ho~\ a\ freqllelll 
,IIC\IS. 

"II ••. , ,.:r)·, \cr\ unique rel\on," 
Ihe hhh"p h;J\ 'IOII.;J. ""e', 1:"1 .I \orr 
of Ilr. Id)II.llhJ \Ir.llyde reN,naluy 
. . . alld he ,en,lIl1l\ Jccc,~cd me." 

\lUI 1111 .-\pIII ~, 10lMO, ;J ICller .,!ned 
"Concerned I'amhhlncrs of 51. John's 
"arl\II" .. CIII 10 Frey, .:omplalnmll 
ahnlll (i:lll1he flu, lell.:r rC.ld: 
'" :lIh.:r·, h",,,.: I,-,;allle a \"':lInd 
h"lIIe IU a IlIlI,\h .. I Ahhe .. lle huy, 

r 

·CURTIS 
DARRAH 
PHOTO . IMAGERY 
JII'/~l~ 1'>'.19 I • Itt ,. OIU·lt\ 
lAt.\"IJI I •• lf .. uu, IO!J;"J? 
JOI~WIVA'¥"I .. "J .lI'ANlA", 

• 
.l\\A/lO ~ ~r.Vfml~.r; 
.:.r .. , Hillt :':fi~1 ;'\'-. :.-,-;UAPol 

who ;Jrc of len 'efl unsupervised .... 
Falher e\en Illok all ,\bbc\'ille hllY OUI 
of ,ell,,"1 10 help him fi. hi, camp. AI 
Ihe cal1lp is ",here F;Jlhcr .Iay> con· 
'Ialllly," Ihe leller read . 

Frey referred Ihe leller 10 aSSiSI;Jnls. 
"'ho replllled Ihal Ihe complaims were 
.uperfi.:i;J1. N" a"ion was ID~en 10 
dch:rlllille wh:II, ".aclly, "hhevillc 
huy, were ,'ninK :U Ihe: r«lory. ,\.;. 
curdlllll III dCI"'''liulI', !'rey .. id 1101 

MEMORIAL DAY 

SA~ 
Y20ff 
Select group of shoes 
Sale starts Fridav. May 24 
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tI"'" 
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~ 1985 Calais 

AM/FM cassette, Air 
condition, alltomatic 
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1985 Dlds 98 
-Loaded -

$36000 $24200 
Per Month Per Month 

·.11 mnnlh closed c:nd IC.JK With upllon 10 purchase. 
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3414 Mcy..s SI 
Barbara 5, LeRee 
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meet wilh Gaulhe aboul Ihe lellCl. 
Neilhcr .. id !.arraque. 

How 1\ U_folded 
On June 27, 1980, ;J man mel wilh 

Abbeville allorney P3U' Heberl and 
S3i .. he'd le:uned hi, Ihree sons had 
bc:c:n ~ellually molesled by Fr. Gilbert 
(i:lll1hc: in IIcnry ror <cver31 yc:ar~. 

lichen, a ColI hnli.: , "'Y': "My firsl 
Ihnllllhl was nUl dama,es: just sel rid 

called the diocese in Lafayelle and 
Bishop Frey. Monsignor Lar· 
d me Ihe bishop was al his 
Bay Sa. Louis. My respon~e 
,ht 10 come back nghl now. 
o sa: urroque." 

uked for 
roque 101 
Clmp in 
was he ou 
We went I 

The vic: ar ,enerll mn wilh Hebert, 
and Iwo or Ihe boys, ell press· 
Ihy, pledl'"' Ihal he would 

on. He did, bUI nOI fa\1 

the falher 
in, sympa 
lake a,li 
enou,h r or illlorncy Heberr. '" 
remember callinllurroque every nighl 
ror Ihe neXi Ihree days. , WIS c:on· 
c:erned Ihal some parenrs might harm 
Gaulhe. AI IIw lime, il h3d never heell 
firmly \«:1 in my mind. or my .:lic:nu', 
Ihal Ihe Church had a Iceal rt<pon· 
sibililY for Ihe lon," Ueberl told The 
Times. In a mailer or days, lIeberr had 
four families wanlina reprm:nlllion, 
wDlllinG jllslice. 

I.arroqllc drove 10 nay SI. Louis Ihe 
mornilll after he mel "'uh Ihe lIeberl 

BRING DOWN THE 
COST OF HIGH LMNG 

ON THE WEEKEND. 
-$55.00 --$75.00 

Experience hiRh living at itl belt ... with the luxury and 
service uf 01 wurld dolss hutel. And surruunded by plea~ures of 
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strcetC;JfS or a round of Rolf. 

·$55.00 r;Jte is aVolilolble on request if you reserve 
a room no more than seven days in advance 

uf your arrival. 

··$75.00 rate includes an upgrade to a suite 
un olVolilability and two complimentary 

drink cards. 

Colli tod;Jy, for reservations. Also ask "bout our luxurious 
weekend packages. 

(504) 525-5566 ur Toll Free (800) 327·0200 
Or c,.11 yuur Tr.lvcl Agl'nt. 

SP"C •• I ute ...... for •• nale ~r double cxt'UpAncy Oft Friday ur SAtumy un'W.I. unly 
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............ -A.c .. oil." •• poe ••• ,at. 10'_,,_, DUn. 0t0Iy S10 ••• My for • 
mtd .... <or wilh y"h.",N mOM'''. fo, fndoy. S.,unUy or Sundo, Don _ ."dud. 
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. 

\ 



, 
-.-.- . --- .. -----------------------

-------=-=--==---------------------------------------------------------, 

hc bishop. pany and conferred wilh I 
Two d3)' laler he ,ailed Gau 
ch3n.cry in lafa)clle. "Co 
1.,""'1111':. ··we h;" C:.1 1I'lIpru 
wilh lillie buys." An'! G,lbe 

Ihc 10 Ihe 
,il." said 
hlenl. II', 
n Gaulhe 

b<:gan 10 weep. 
ulhe wilh larroque prcscmed Ga 

p:lpen he 'igne.!. 5u'rendinl! 
Ihc rlrlcslhuod on Ihe 'POI 
GJUI he ~~ hours 10 le:l\ e 1/ 
ne~1 morning G.luille sa;.! 
,ehedukd. When Ihe hou,e 

111m from 
. Ik 1:3"e 
enry. The 

m:us as 
kcepcr ar· 

rh·.:d s;'lurd:lY morning. Ihe pn~1 was 
lone. T .. o lad,es of Ihe pamh packed 
hi, hea\Jer belong,"!!s and senl Ihem 10 
N.11"oIc:nn.,lIe .. h.:re. rUlIlur ha ... il. 
hc· ... "une: 11.1 rccureralC from a nerlfous 
break"'I.I .. n. 

The \I.Ins of Heben's in;l;al dienlS 
were .• llJr hoy,. rhc IJ"yer a,hd I .Ir· 
rHlltlt.: In holv,: Ihe l·l"u~h -.:nlll.14 •. 1 

fanllhe5 ul .111 :Il1ar boys III Ilenry :lIId 
Ihe Ileal by 'harel .II E'lhcr. where 
(iJulhc ,er.ed Ina" regularly. Thc 

$22,790 
piut ••• lllkt &. ht~n1oC 

-

"If most people were like me," 
says one nun suspicious of 
Gauthe, "they were afraid to 
falsely accuse. The more I 
worried about it, I felt caught 
between my growing 
suspic~on and the need to 
bring the matter to others." 

parenlS wamed Gaulhe jailed im
mc ... ialely. Heben expl:lIned Ihal il 
would reqll,re: 5131en1CIII' by Ihe 
children 10 legal :lulhornic:s. and Ihis 
Iroubled elferyonc. 

Ooubl;ng his own abllilY 10 :lSSCSS 
Ihe: hllman J;lmage. lichen arran.:ed 
rur I"ychnlher:lpy \C'o" .. n, wllh I)r. 
1I001111ion ;n I.alayelle. fhe chil"'r.:n 
101..1 Duu,lIion aboul olhers. :Jnd 
olhen. and olhen. Faced ","h widen· 

in, ICI:lI ramilicalions, Heberl once 
38ain asked larroque 10 have Ihe 
Chllr~h conlaCI parenlS of 01 h.:r 
.:hil"ren. OUI. "eben "rs, Ihis did 1101 
hal"pen. Weeks passed. Hebefl, 
fruSlr31cd :11 Ihe dioccsc's procr:lSlina
lion. conl3C1ed 3 former 13W _chonl 
<:Ia\\III;II':. Ralll IklleonlO uf New 
Orleans. a pl:llnli((s' anorney ClI' 
perienced in damalcs lililalion. 

"I ,lidn'l wanl my vision of whal I 

...... 

~ 

kncwlhe Church's leg:ll pasilion 10 be 
y m)· I:lilh." Heber! ex· affcclcd b 

plains. "3 
\1.1 di(fi~ull 

nd because of I hc case beinl 
• I kit il WIlI,"1 he heifer 10 

!>ORlcnne from OUls;dc Ihe 
y immune." 

bring in 
area.lolall 

Finally. 
aflcr Gaul 

on AUII. 12. 198]-sill weeks 
he's rcmoval-Oishop Frey 
en proposing a meelina wilh 
roul" of 1":lIn,lics" and 3 

51. "I halfl: cOlnmilfcd Ihe 
nourccs of Ihe: dioccse for 

wrOle lIeh 
"a core S 
psychologi 
linancial r 
wh:llev.:r c:oun\Clinll lIIay be nce~sary 
or advamalNus 10 Ihose affected. The 
caul ion which has been excrcised 
Ihroul:holll may h3\"e bc:rn impala.! by 
Ihe proper comlllllllicalion of Ihe ac· 
lions laken by Ihe diocc$c. This caUl ion 
was ncecssar)· nOI simply 10 a\'oid scan· 
dal and harm 10 Ihc Church bul 
I"rnnarily In : .... i ... any Curlhcr ,njury or 
Irallma III Ihe Yllonll petlple and Ihar 
families or olher IIInOl:cnl parlics." 

Dul hy Ihen Ihe die was casl. Ben· 

981-0804 
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"We didn't want to begin and 
end with Gauthe. We wanted 
to get to the upper councils of 
tlie Church to say, 'You're not 
running a good clean house. ' " 

-Victims' attorney Raul Bencomo 

"!!''', 19 rI:-como wrule Ihe bi,hnp on A 
que,"n~ .I Ineelln~ 10 r 
Chllr.h·, in,ul.JR':': polide • 
",,:a.lIl1n.::'" Ihe 1.1\\}·cr "ro 
'I\L Ih," Ihe (,hllrdl illlll ih 
(.1I'\~' nul III.IL" ""III'.h.l • .:11 
I)' "r IIIJIIC.:II) ""h 311 

aforen3111ell lallllh..-,." The 
IIl1e'lell Ih.1I Ikll"lInn he .:0 

C\'lew Ihe 
. "In Ihe 

IC. ",.e 110 
rel're,en-

h~r ~lirt.:-':I· 

) 01 Ihe 
leller re-

",a.:lcll lin 
• llIm;oIl.·r, I"·II."",,,~ In hi, "Ii-.:nh . 

"Oul) I.m, t .lIlIIlu:, ,\ cr.: lelerreJ It, 
lh) ,a),. '" Ih..- 1.:".,." nc.,,;01 

"~nlllln~. 111 111) Illind. ,hutlld h.J\': 
\h'f"f":'l.Iahctn Ihlln ~"Iu.u:lln~ Hrher,.·· 

III Idllll.lr~ I'l~~. Ih,II<'1' I,c, h;" 
,1.11(,,1 h..: n.',hlll. n."lIlIhlll" ,.;or-nn nn 
II .. : 'h.IIIII'\; 1111" ".1' .,,,":UII1IMIIICI.I hy 
~Ul IIh,"=I""UlJ,,'ul .1""":"l1Icnl \\ nlh:n hy 
... on,ullln~ 1"~"h .. hIG"1 I)r. b.h .. ard 
So;h .. ere .,1 N<"\\ Orlcall' • .I 'IIedati'l '" 
dul,1 ''';\11.11 .Ihll'':. nC\:~nl'C: Th., r""&,, 
'* •• ' dcnlt.:d mh,'l \ n.:w' ~II It I tey .and 
I..nr'ktll..:'. "t." ha\.: h':":11 II n.1 hI..: III 

num: th1" lI1 .. n)' I allllh~\ 0" 

Galllhe', ~i':lil1ls have. or ha~e nOI. 
been ':Ulllil~I"J. 

Mend"r Unln Cn •• , 
Sh."II) alicr li.l,nhc·s remo\·al. 

Moulon r;ave a ~crmon '" lIenry sa)·ln& 
G.lUl he leCI Ihe pamh because oC 
··,.:rIl11l\ luur .. 1 IInJi'..:r(,IIUII\," Tu onc 
II"relli he 1;lIer ""'JII"cd Ihal Ihe 
dlll.hell ~IIme ... 111 ... IIlIfe\s Ihcu "n\. 

l.i;aul h.: 'PCIII .o:veral days In 

Source III Ihe Unusuill ... 

Chain Solder ........ 6.00 3.00 
Hill!: Si'I: dcown ...... 8.nO 4.00 
(tilll: SilC Up. .IZ.OO 6_00 
Saldy Cham ........ 8.00 4.00 
Chain Cl.lsp ...... 6.00 3.00 
Re·Tip I'rnng ...... J.OO 2.00 
Rc·BUlld Prnnl( ...... 8.00 4.00 
ReSlr;ll!! Pearls ... ,;,"'.,,4500 25.00 
TI ... ,II,." , ... oJ ,It"'.clt Fr •• wv. ,\lcry l'. ,fl.' 

We hring YOli sa"'ings when you need it most. 

'· ... nl· .. ,IS. ~"f") I' -.fl CUllllm".",n, 
(' .. 11.·~.·~0111 ;J-a't/, CTr.:JenUe hY·PI···llnl, 
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:, '" .~I"~ 1,,-, ... 1 J:'~-:';:- 10 ....... ti, •. m. 
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS 
lllly,," Opelousas New /befl. 

Opelousas afler leaving Henry. saw a 
p,)·d,iil/rl\I. Ihen relllrn.:d 10 his fami
ly hume '" Napoleun ... iIIe. Larroquc rc
maine'" in ':Ollla" wilh him. and in 
AIII:U\I. arranGcd for a so.:reening allhe 
tlou>c or Affirmalion. a Church-run 
trealmenl facililY for Iroubled derlY in 
WIIIIIII.ville. Mass., iI suburb or 
8mltln. (i;aulhe rClllrned 10 Napoleon
Ville whcre he li ... cd fur anulhcr IWO 
monlh, beCore lIepartln& ror Ihe lIouie 

or Arrirm alion. He remained in Ircal
e for Ihe follow,"& year. The 
Dio.:csc paid Ihc bill. 

menllher 
Larayellc 

By OcIO ber 1983. Raul Ilcncomo was 
clloliali.ln\ wilh law),cn for 
han'" in,ulill";C "'O"'l'itlll," 

well inlO n 
Ihc Churc 
on claims of ninc \·iclinu ilnll Iheir 
ramities. 
suils is "r 

Thc legal premi.e behinll Ihe 
espondcal surcriur." "'hich 
mllly. Ihal an llrSilllil:lllUn 
und liable lor damage. by irs 

means, si 
may be ro 
employees_ In parishes across Amen ... a. 
Church Insurancc politics o.:o\'er such 
possible mishaps, likc :lulomohile ao.:· 
cidenu involvins derBY ur injunc. 10 
visilors on Church prorcny. 

Dob Wri&hl of l.afa)':lh: represellled 
ahe dio.:esc. New Orleans Iii" ~.:r 
Thomas Raycr rcprc>cnlcd ",C arch· 
diocese, and Robert I.cake. alWl of 
New Orlean~, served iI\ lead c"ulI>el 
for a bevy or insllr,mce o.:OInll:llli<" 
holdin& Ihe dioee.c', JII,I;';i.:.. rhelt 
arc: Uoyds or Lunll"n. I'ire alld 

\ 
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An Easy-Riding Bike 
At an Affordable Price 
'an .. onlc Tourlal-' 
o3-speed touros! Doke 
oUproghl nandlebars 
oCoovenl8f1t fOOl bt ake lor easy 
SloPP.nli , 

.Vallery of frame Sll~ (ladles' 
and mens) 

~17495 
ONE DAY 

REPAIR SERVICE 
ON All BRANDS 

Mt ... s..t 9. m n,,", 
DC\\'E PF.R:>ON. Ow ... 

Your opportunity to save thousands 
in interest alone on Eldorado or Seville. 

Sch~mer C~dill~c announces exciting 
news ior people interested in Iwo of our 
most sought alter and distinctive models. 

For a limited time Cadillac S~villt and 
C. .. lilJ~c EIJoudo are available wilh low 
8.8 percenl A.P.R. financing. Here is your 
opportunity 10 literally save Ihousands in 
inlerest alone on your cholcr of Ihe classic 

But you must act qUickly: .. Ihis 
rnnarkabl. finanCing opportunity is 
available for a Iimiled lime. 

8.8 percent fin~ncing on a new Seville 
or Eldorado. Don t let this opportunity 
pass you by. 

Eldorado. or Seville. the ultimale Low '.810 onnu.1 "' .... nl.~. rll. C~IAC Iln.nCln~ 
Caddlac. It tOt • limited llm~ oniy. You mus.1 f.k~ ulu.1 reuill 

ckIiwry oul Of dr.lfr ,lock by ~by 11. Soft UI for 
ScheMffI.,r Cadillac Is alvin. thousand. "",,1I1;ullon dot •• I •. 

of dollars In discounts on Ihese popular., ~ 

mod.ls. \!} 

~oo22~~497~~ 
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CasuIIIy Insurllla. Houwon Gellcral 
InsurlllCC. Paci(" Employcn la
surlllCC.lnlcnlaJc Nilionllinsurancc. 
Cenlfnnial Insuran.:e. Allhur 1_' 
Gallaper A Co. (or IIIlnoll\ IIMI 
Prcfmcd Ri~k M .. ual In,uranee. 

Lon, sessions amon, Ihe la""YtTS 
dcall wilh h:ud quntions. How don a 
carrier com~n>ale for the drslruction 
of innocence? How mOlny yurs of 
Irealment. and al .. hll proitcted cost. 
are necessary in a life-cyde forreast 10 
Ireal I sclually abused ~hlld1 

"We look Ihe posillon." Bencomo 
says. "IUt Ihe psycholulical processes 
invol.cd in Incnl cases .. ere the same 
here. My con.:ern has bet:n privacy 10 
prOtect Ihe kids." By sprinS of 1984. 
wilh SCI I Ic:menl ncCUliOlllullS drawin, 
10 I dosc. nine months had passed 
since Gaulhe's rernoval. and not a 
word had surfaced in Ihe media. 

On his end. Hebert had 10 deal wilh 
dienlS who ",anlell (i;Julhe arrnled 
and put in jail. [ .. rly .m, he had ar
ran,t11 I merlin, .. lIh Ius dienrs and 
DUlrlct Allorney Nalh;oll Sransbury. 
who tlplaintllthal. to rClurn an indict
menl. a ,ranll jury woulll nerd 
teslimony from \i~timi/ell 'hildren. 
The partin ~srttlllhat Or. Douillion • 
.:unllnUlll8 Ihcl:apy wilh Ih.: youn, pe0-

ple. would prcp:are Ihem fur Ihe even
lull tcslimun)·. 

Bencomo look an agarcssive lPO 
pt'o.1,h ill lhe -cllkmcnI lIe,ollallons. 
"We dillll'l \\ant hI "'-'Sin and end wilh 
Glulhe. We .. anl~ IU !let 10 upper 
CDunals of Ihe Church 10 say. 'You're 
not runnin. a ,ooIl dean house.' 

"Ithin~ IhC)"~e bcm 10lally remiss 
lo .. ard Iheu HoelL. I .... nl~'II a broader 
IYpe of rreo\cry and redren. They 
should be ul(cring l"I·,holo,ical 
.:oun,din8 10 OIU Ihe alll;';I.'II rOlmllics 
al Iheir clpen·e. The ( hurch was Iry
in, 10 ubVlatc Ihe nC1:\! lur publi"ly 
wllh Ihe \Clllcnu:n... rhey did ai
lenlpl-hc.:au..: uf ,nlll"knli~lily-Io 
pay fair d:llnasa 1ft cadI ift\lance. I 
\/III wanted them 10 'trculale a memo, 
10 have the bl\hop iuue edi.1S for new 
procedures 10 ~heo;k 1u,h Instances. 
The amounl o( su((enna a 'hild will in
.-ur-the slerplen ni,hu. clemenu Ihat 
arc intangible, bul rtal: like loss of in
noccn.:e-oIlilhis was .rucial. 

"I as ala .. ycr am lIislin@ulshin, be
twem Ihe Chur.:h as a bUSiness-like in
"ilulinn and the Chnrch ;n a rdigious 
in\l;lu .. "n. I .. ;&\ an alr'lI hoy and un~e 
consldcrt:d Ihe pnC)lhuod. :'-Iy ,ourse 

, o( a.,ion. rn~ b'HUil. my an,cr siems I (rom Ihe "3~1 Ih31 Ihe Chur.h, 31 least 
I Ihe diocese In LafaY(lIc. IS a ~rlY 

manaatll. silo.khly run operanon. 
In June oll 1914, Ihe negoliations 

conduded. The Umillion-plus SClllc
menl was spread among nin( ~ainlif(s; 
a Ihird oi lhe fees wenl 10 anorneys, 
wllh medi.al mol professional elJ)C1\SCS 
deducted. Bul an emolional wall divid
ed the Vermilion familics from lhe 

I Church; Ihey wanled 10 re-c5lablish a I human rapport. Hebert COni acted Ihe 
I chancery, lnd MslI'. larroque a,rerd 
I 10 a relrell. Jesuils al Grand COleau 

scheduled 01 weekend. but the diocese 
backed down on grounds that new 
litilalion .. ilh other families prevenled 
W -bistIop'5par!i~ation (or Icpl 
reasons. .. 

"As a lawyer I underslood Ihar, 
says Hebert. "btu as a Catholic: I was 
disappointed ~I~ !he ,~bsence of G 
spirilual rreoao:l 1811011. 

[ad .t "arl I 
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