MosT ReveREND JOHN M. D'ArcY

AuxiLiary Biswor oF EosToN
Orrice oF THE Resionad Siskor

De
e [P

December 7, 1984

Most Reverand 3ernard F. Law
Archbishop of Boston
Archbishop's Residence

2121 Commoawezlth Avenue
Brighton, Massachusetts 02135

Dear Archbishop Law:

Just a word oa the recent assignment in this regiom of Fr. John
Geoghan as an associate a2t St. Julia's in Wescon. There are Etwo
things that give =e concern.

1) Fr. Geoghan has a history of homosexudl icvelvement with
voung boys. I understand his recent abrupt departure from St.
Brendan's, Dorchester may be relaced fo this problem.

2) St. Julia's for some time has been a divided and troubled
parish. Theras is great aaimosicty on the part of many parishioners
towards Moasizer Rossiter. It is difficulc to deal wicth the
situation because Monsignor is a good priest - he is always cthere,
he is concarnad, he dces the traditiomal things very well, but
there are =any coaplzincs from good people and there have been

since I hive come here to this region and, indeed, long before
chat. . :

A large number of parishioners go elsewhere. Many attend Mass

at Pope John Seminary or they go to St. Johan's, Wellesley or

other parishes. At the same time, there is a core of parishioners,
mostly older, who are loyal to Monsignor Rossiter. The complaints
center around his style and mamner that is perceived by many to

be overbearing and authoritarian. There is no question he, himself,
has experienced a greatr deal of pain in this situatioa. I believe
he might even be willing to be moved to another parish now and
perhaps this can be considered, although that might present other
problems. His Sunday collection, in this parish which is probably
the most affluent in the Archdiocese, is only $900.00. At the
request of abouc fifteen or twenty parishioners, we recently have
initiated the Spiritual Development Program and Monsignor has been
most cogperative, but we know there will be difficulcies.
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I am afraid that =zhis assigmaent has complicated a difficulte
situation. If so=ething l1appens, the parishioners already
angry and divided, will ba convinced that the Archdiocese has
no concern for thair wellare and simply sends them priestcs
wicth problems. Oz the otler hand, if Fr. Geoghaa is now
reaoved, parishiozers will quickly claim that once again
Moasignor Rossitac caazo:l 1ive with octher priests.

I have had-helpful agﬁ't::s:éuc:1ve"cunvatsacionsTbﬁ‘this“wich
both Fr. Banks and Fr. Oztes. Both are keenly aware of the
problem and, as TFou well %now, they are 20ping to set up some
xind of structura so tha:i wa cam handle this in a bettrerl way

in the future. I a:= conzerzad abdout syrcher scandal in this
parish and furches division and =ore sisunderscanding by this
assignmerc. I az anxious to help you in any way I can toO

relieve che diffizult pasctoral situation chere and it is my
obligation to keap you Z.11y informed at this time so you

would noc be "bliadsided” later on. Yhila no parish can handle
thase shockinag situations that we have vitnessed recently,

this parish is ccst welazrzjle. I wondeZ if Fr. Geoghan should
not be veducad tc just wa2exznd work while receiving some kind
of therapy.

You ¥%now how grateful I 23 Co you for your comstant concern

about this regioa and th2 constructive steps you have already
taken in several parisnes hare. Many cthanks.

Sincerely yours in Our Lord,
o /0 //7%7

Reverend Joan M. D'Ayc

covfies: Rev. Rerert J. 3aaks
Rev. Thomas QOzazes
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