Most Rav. Thomas J. Mardags, D.D. b 11
2500 Weat 17th Streat B . ' Fevruary 11, 1971
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 '

Dear Bishop Mardaga:

1 recsll your telling Bishop Herrington that you would
be willing to coneider with your Pergonnel Board the poasidle
acoaptance of prieats who heve had a problem. We have a priest
who we do.not fedl ‘should resums %1 s ministry hers sfter spedding
sbout ‘15 moaths st 'Seton’ Tnatitute;, wWbore he haw been recatving
therapy for & homo-saxual problem. Frevioua to his hozpitelization,
there ware at least two I{ncidents which, though they did not evoke
wide public scandal, d1d become known to several priests and lay
people., In this very compact ‘diccese, it 1s precticelly imposaible
to transfer a priest tc s place whers his previcus history is not

known=-at lsast by the priests of the diococese.

Por this man's own psace of mind snd the good soula, we havae:
determined tha: ha should saek an opportunity to work alsevhers.

. pPather David A. Holley is L2 years of age and was ordained in
1958 for the Order of 3t. Bensdict (St. Benedict's Abbey, Benet
Lake, Wisconsin, s obtained an Indult of Exolaustration in 1962
and was socspted hars on triennisl sxperimentum. In 1967, he was
{ncardinated. Apart from the incidents which prompted us to send
him sway for psychistric carse, his work in the parishea to whieh
he was assigned waa satiafactory. I would rate hiri et leaat average
in priestly sesl and ability to perform priestly functions, above
aversge in intelligence. - . . : '

T™he enclgsed letter from the Doctor at Seton gives s rather
guarded prognoscis, as one would: axpect svhere. thias problem is
concernad, and Indicetes the-lmpartance of" conkinring thersp¥Y.
Fether is quite willing to followv thia directive. Presently, hs
i1s living with his sister in the Boston area snd gilving week-end
assintance in the locsl parish. He is most anxious to continue to
work ss a priest (which 1s something these days) and, since his
home 1s in Pittaburg, he would prefar, if posalble, to find this
opportunity in an sestern dioccass,

If you have any interest in pursuing the sppeel of this »riest,
he would be willing to go down for & personal interviev. On our
part, we will be resdy to provide any further information you may
desire snd which 1t 1s possible to supply. Mesnwhile, lst me sssurs
you of my sppreciation of any conaideration wvhich you may be able
to give this priest.

) Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rt ahan Al Wormrmasntar



