Anaheim, Ca 92808
January A, 1985

Father AY Ramos

Pastor

St. Anthony Clarset Church

1450 £, LaPalma

Bnaheim, Ca Q280K

Near Father:

[t is with the utmast cancern, sarrow, soms annaer and hene
write this letter to vou and I a"nrec1ate the time vou wij
v words,

henever a narish receives a new nastor, some chances are exnected, and for
the most part, evan thounh none of us Tikes channe, we all avpnhuaIWy actent
them and fall into a new nattern., Howaver, the many chanaes occurring in our
parish in the past few months seem to have led to nothina but tension, dis-
content and a mass exodus of narishioners to other parishes, And I am cer-
tain no one is more aware of this than vou, our pastor.

For what it is worth, and for vour consiceration, T wish to express mv
thounhts, ! helieve tna;, first of all, we rmust aqo back to the hasics,

Our United States was founded so that evervone would have enual richis in
this areat Tand. Mot special rinhts, but equal riants. ‘hen our ancestors
came to this country to leed 2 bhetter 1ife, they adapted ‘to the Americen

wav 0Ff Yife, Mo pne nave them special privileaces. ' own arandnarents
care from Rermanv - thay lezrned and spcoke only Enalish hecause that was
the American wav of 1ifa, Hewever, in recent years, our acovernment, our
scheels, our DMiocese, and now cur parish have seen it %o bestow unon

many Pﬁﬂﬂip eminrating to our country, snecial nrivileaes. (fonsequentlv
all of these events have manaced to make a Acod share of us orejiudicad

in our feelines towards these people. Mot the Christian way, but definitely
the human way that peonle react.

dhen Snanish masses ware first installed in cur parish, T accidently went
to the Sranish Mass one Sunday. [ wes appalled at what I saw in fGnd's
house. Meise, confusien, children running up and down the zisles, small
children eatinn, drinking and spilling on the newly refinished pews and
new carnetinn - mv thought was - we give them special privileces and this
is how they thank us,

[ have read and reread vour exnlanation of the Mexican flas in the sanctuzry
and although vou did follow nrntocol, vou insulted the majority of vour
parishioners by allowing this to hanpen. Father, vou explained in church
one Sunday that Nur Lady of Guadalupe was the natroness of all the Americas
-- she was not the patroness of Mexicoe only., 'When our hispanic friends

ieft Mexica, thev did so for a better 1ife in the United States., By 30
doina, they left their country and ‘their flaq hohind., “hether thav are

~citizens or not, they must now conform to our way of 1i<e and live the

Tife of an “mPfchQ« Bv 5o doing, they must and should speak the lanauace
of the United States - which is Enalish, DNur massss are in tnalish he-
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cause our Holv Father decresd this to all Catholics - the Mass is to be in the
tonnue of the country, Consequently, there is no need te have masses in Spanish,
or Vietnamese or bi-linnual masses, or any such thinn as that, e do not have
Masses in German, nor do we have special celebrations in German, or I+alian,

ar French or whatever. Perhaps {f our country is to swing the rendulym and

once anain aive equal richts to everyonz, then perhans we could start here in

pur own parish. I'm certain it would create more harmony, huild a stronn

narish once again and make vour 1ife much easier,

When veu announced many of the chanaes takina place in our parish, one of them
was receiving communion coming from the back of the church, You gave yvour
reason that by so doina, it would not pressure those who were not ready for
communicn to receive simoly because the person in front of them was, [ feel,
and so do many others, that by havino to continually turn around to see when
it is your turn, this creates more npressure. And while we are on the pres-
sure, [ personally feel that durinng the offertorv when evervone must sit,
including the nriest while the ushers are takinn un the collection is one of
the aqreatas* pressures I have sver felt, It shows mz nothing but tha fact
that +he priest.is sitting there watching. us and we must afve or fesl chas-
tised for not doinc so.

Tn todav's hulletin, you announced that if we wish a statement of our dona-
tian to the church for 1994 we must call at the rectory faor it, fnain, 1
feel you have vour reasors for this, but for the life of me ! de not under-
stand why., This would have to be an extreme hurden on the office staff and
+otally unnegessary --- T would anpreciate vou mailinn mine to me,

Speaking of our donation, ours is very small compared to what a anod share
of the parishionars nive, However, throunh tha vears we have cantributed
to pther charitahle causes and trv to even it out, I know that vou will
not miss our small donation, hut T feel I have to %ell vou why I have not
opened our new hox of envelenes. Perhaps 1f the donations coming into <t,
Antheny's hacome less and less you and our Bishep will realize the dis-
contznt in the parish. 1 will not stop giving - what has qone toO St.
&nthony will now ao to the Marvknoll Fathers until such time as 1 feel it
is riasht and nroper to anain support my own parish, and my own diccese.

Father, 1 am watching parishicners who literally built 5t. Anthony's with
their bare hands leavina this parish and qoing to others. It is a sad
thinn to see. 1 have only been here for 15 yvears, but durina those years
1 have come to know it as home, Therefore, I will continue to attend Mass
and 1 will most sincersly look forward to corrsctive chances where we Can
all live in psace and harmony.and once again live toqether as Americans
with equal riaghts for ail,

Thank you for vour time, Father, and may God auide veou in your npastoral
duties.

Sincerely,

-

ce: Most Reverend William P, Johnson
Rishop of Oranae
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