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'ARCEDOCESE%/OF MIGWAUKEE

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

May 27, 2003

' Bis Bminence Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio 1}
00193 Rome, Naly

Your Emipence:

"' In accord with the noxns of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tufela, T am submitting for
your copsideration the casc of a pricst of the Archdiocese of Milwankee. Reverend
Franklyn Becker has been accused of mulliple acls of sexval abuse of minors. The
sommary of thesa allegations is enclosed. Fathier Becker has admitted that a2 oumber of
these acts of sexual assanlt occunred.

- Over the years, effors were made lo provide spirityal and psychelogical
inferventions that wounld rehabilitale Father Becker. None of these effords bave been -
successtul as be reoffended afiex each miervention, offen while still in thexapy. Father
Becker was diagnosed as an impulsive pedophile in 1983. At that time, it was thought
that a non-parochinl assigoment might be possible. A fiwther psychological asscssment
was undertsken in 1996, .aftex an additional accusation of past bebavior came forward, In
that evaluation it was advised that the potential for future reoccurence of past behavior
existed. Even while in opgoing thernpy, he was known to have obtained child .’
pornography. With our cosrent understanding of the nature of his condition, it is cleax thaf

he will never be able to assume any public ministry.

. Aswe have reviewed the various files, it is clear that he consistently, abused his
office both 1o gain access fo-vulaetable boys and to-elicit the trust of their parents. Both

., -inhis parochial assignments and in his tempomry finetioning as a enuise chaplain, he

found opportunities 1o abuse his office in a flagrant and repetitive fashion,

The impact on his various viclims has been significant. The Archdiocess of
Mitwaukee is paying ongoing lrerapy costs for several of them and has done so for a
nurober of years, Qur new found awareness of the severity of damage catised by seximl

" abuse at the bands of clergy makes it impossible for s to ignors this situation.
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His Bmireoce Joseph Cardinal Raizi‘nger

“  Congregation for the Doctrine of tho Faith
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On May 10, 2003, Father Becker was amrested for sexnal assanlt. The alleged -
offense took place n Califomia in the 1970°s but, becanse be lefl the jurisdiction of the
state, it reoains an offense thal can be prosecuted. He will be extradited from Wisconsin

1o Califormia for trial. The public display that will now take place in the criminal twial in

California, lo-say nothing of tho civil snits that conld arse theys, makes the poleatial for

troe scandat vexy real. The media reports on Lbis case have already begun.

Given the nature and frequency of the alleged and admitted sexval abuse, along
with the serious abuse of office, T have pondered long and hard to amive atan opinion
about the most appropriate action to be taken. In order that justice may bo made manifest *

* and healing of the viclims aod tbe Chuxch may proceed, I am asking that Reverend

Franklyn: W, Becker be dismissed ex officio from the; clesical state, Whatever financial
peeds he may have can be provided for from a special fund we will set up until such time
as he is able fo draw from the pepsion fund. Stoce it is conceivable that he will be
spending some tie in prison, he may be chgiblc for this peasion by the time of his’ -

. release.

Iflhc)udgcmem of Yoor Eminepce is that this case shonld proceed to a (hsrmssal
by dcm:c of your Congregation, I wonld cede to that judgement. Farthermore, ifitis

“your judgement (hat this case should proceed throvgh a cinonical pesal process, I hnmbly-

request a dispensation from prescription as wedl as a sanation of any proceduril errors

that may bave accurred during the years this case was under investigation. The scverity

of the offenses is such that it is my opinion that these requests are justified.
llookfoxward to your ﬁ:rmcrmstmcuons in tIns matter. -

W’xﬁlsmnmcntsofdeepestesteem,lam,

Qi T———

- Most Reverend 'l"'xmothy M. Dolan
. Amhh:shop of Milwankes
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