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OFFJfE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 

May 27. 2003 

His Eminence Joseph C'ardinal Rarzingcr 
Congregation for the Doclrine oflhe Faith 
Piazza del S. Ufftzio 11 . 
00193 .Rome, naly 

Your Eminence: . 

-, 

. 
, , In acroJd with the nODUS of SaCTamenJOTJIm sl!fICiiJaru [Irlda, I tun submitting for 

yonrcQnsideratioD tbe ClSCof It priest ofthe Archdiocese: of Milwaukee. Reverend 
Frankl}'l\.Bec..P:r b;ls been accused of muJJl.ple acts of sexual abuse of minors.. The 
summat}' oftbesc allegations is enclosed. Father Beckt\" has admitted that a number of 
these acts of~~t occuned.. 

, . 
, OV~ ~ years. efforts were Illllde to provi~ spiritual and psycho~ogicaJ 

infet'tentioD$ that woul~ rebabi1.itat~ Father Becker. None oftl.lese effOrts have been -
successiUI as he n:of(ended a:fl.er C<Icla 1ntetvcntiOb. often while sbll in thex-apy. Father 
Becker was diago.os¢ as an impulsive') pedophile in t 983 . .At thpt time. it was thought 
that a non-parochi.aJ assignment might ~e possible. A furtber psychological assessment 
w:IS lmdctUlken in 1'996"after an additional accusation of past behavior ewe funvard. ln 
that evflluation il was advised that lhc'·potential fw fulnre reocCtlneOcc of past bel:lBvior 
existed Even wlnle in ongoing therapy. be was known 10 have obtained child, . 
pomogntphy. With our cu~ UDderstanding of1be ~ ofhia coOrutiol1, it;s clearthnl 
he,will never be ~Je to assume aoypublic miniGlry. 

. As we have reView~ tlle vario\l3 files, it is clear that he ~nslsrenily. '~used his 
Dffice ooth llf gaitra.cccss io-wlnetable boys and to- elicit ~ trust of tbeirparenm. Both 

-.in his paiochlaI assignments and in his temporary .6mctionmg as a cmisc cbaplain. be 
found oppOrtunities 10 abuse his office iD a flagrant and repetitive fashion;. 

The impact,on his various victims has been signific:ant. The. Archdiocese of 
Milwal1kce is paying ongoing therapy cosls: for se:v.eral 'oflhcm and bas done so for a 
nuro~ofycnf'$. Our new found awareness.ofthc severity of damage catised by sexual 
abUSG at ~e Mnds ofclctgy makes it impossible for us to ignore this situal'ioiL 
~ , 

.AMIL008H 

" ' 
3501 SOqtfa l:lk DriYc, P.O. Box 010912,. Mi1f,'a~ WI 53201,0912 
. ' I'IIoIcE l·lH176Q;-H97 • was mE: ~nUl.~· ., 
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His Eminence JOS8ph Cardinnl Ratzinger . 
Congregatinn ror the Doctrine of tho Faith 

pageZ .' 

On May 10, 2003, Yather 13ccker was auested for semal' assaull The aJ1eged . 
offense took place in CalifOrnia in the 1970's but. ~c be left the jurisdiction of the 
state, it rroJw an offeJ'lSC that can beprosetuted. He will be extradited "from WISCOnsin 

. to Califomin for trim. Tho pUbJic display thaI wiD DOW lake.pJacc in the criminallIial in 
CaJ.i:funUa. to-suypotbing oflhc civil suitS I.bat could arise thqe. mnkes the.polenlial for 
lrue scandal very real The media teJx>l1s on Ibis ~have already begun.. 

Given the nalure and frequency ~fthe alleged taJ.d admit~ scxuai abuse. wong 
with Ib~ serious abuse oC office,· I have pondered JOllg and liard 10 mivc al'an opinion . 
aboullhemost ilJ>Pl'Qp~ato llC.tion to be taken. In orocr that jusliCc may bo made maIlifest . 
and healing of the victims and tbe CbJlIch Jnay:proceed.. I am ailing that Rcv~d 
F1llilJdynW. Becker 00 dismissed ex officiO from. thJ< clerical state:.. Whalev.er financial 
needs be may hiIYc can be provided. for tt,?m a special fund we will set up !JD.Iit SlIcb time 
ashe is able fo c:haw from,1he pension fund. Sinco it is conceivable tludbe wiil be 
spendingsomc: tjme·inp!json, ho may be eligi'blefor1his pension bythe.time of his· . 

. release.. 
. .. 

. . If1he judgementoIYonr Eminence is thid t:hii case should· proceed to a dismissal 
by ~ of ymtr Congregation, I would cCdc to that judgement. FUrthennorc, ifit is . 

':Your judgement tbnt this case should proceed Ihroo[;h a canonical peoru proCcss.l humbly. 
request a dispensnOon from prescclptiOl} ~ weU as 11 S3.W1tion of any pxoceduril mors 
tbat DlIlY have occurred during the ycart> this case was undet" investigation. lbc s-cv~rity 
orllle oCfeuses is !:\lCh .~ it is my opinion that these reqUests are justified. 

1 took fcilWanJ, to your further instructi9J)S in this ~. . 

Shlcerely}'QUtS in Oltist. 
" . -rl~r~ l.~ 

. MostR.cverend innothy M. Dolan: 
~ . . Aichbisbop ofMilwaukeo . 


