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Chicago Province of the Soclety of Jesus

2050 North Clark Stress, » Chitspo, inols 605614-4768 « (12} 975-8383 » (312) 975.0230 FAX

February 17, 1995

Rev, Donald J. MeGuire, 8.7,
201 Dempsler Street
Bvanston, Ilinots T 60201

CONPIDENTIAL

Deas Don, P.C.

Thank you very much for our conversation of February Sth. 1 was 3 worthwhils meeting, ¥
think, It was valuable for Fim Gschwend and me o bear yous understanding of the events of
the weekend of January 21, 1995, For.my part, I think it was valyable for you to hear the
frateral concern T continua to bave for you.

As 11old you when we spoke, I think that a follow-up letter is necessary, In writing this, 1
have three goalst (1) to support you; (2) to summarize the history of your dealings with
several major superiors regarding cotfain speoific ncidents; and {3) to clarify what continues
10 be expected of you in the wake of these dealings.

But before any of that, Don, please know that I want you to do well in your minjstry,

Beyond my own personal support, I want you to feel the support of the Chicage Province.

'This letier is going 1o sound a bil businessitse at times, 1 suspect; nonetheless, T hope it

communicates my desire 1o encourage what is good and holy in your work, Brad and 1 very 4
much want for you to feel that you are a valued member of the Chicago Provinee,

First, Jet's review recent history. Summariss such as this can be helpful in reminding us
what happened, and who said what to whom. 1 will begin with the provincialate of Bob
Wild, and 1 will conclude with our meeling this February Sth,

On February 22, 1991, Father Provmczal Robert 4, Wild, 8.7, spoketo you about general
prudence on your part regarding your neamess 1o piinozs. He formal&y confirmed his request
10 you in his letter some five days later. On February 27, 1991, he wrote:
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1 therefore asked of you two changes in your bebavior, and you readily agreed o
both. First of all, ¥ ask that you not ivavel on any overnight trip with any boy or gixl
wnder the 2ge of 18 and preferably even under the age of 21, Secondly, I ask youto
confing any fusther contact that you might have with N 0 situations in
which 2t teast one of his parents would also bz present. This later command 1 did
50t give you because of any wrong deing that 1 noted in your bebavior; I difek it
simply 2 maxer of carefil prudence under the ¢ircumstances. Both of these
directives, 23 T said, you accepted seadity and agreed 1o observe fully,

On Apri! 30, 1993, 1 met with you. We discussed the AREEINNERD ilcgation. You
deniest any overt impropricty on your part, either concerning sexual misconduct or
disobedience to Father Wild's divective. Regarding the latter, you noted that othey adults
{priest, doctor, dentist) were along on that tip and therefore you felt that, technicaily, you
had not disoheyed Fr. Wild®s command.  However, you acknowledged that, in 2 larger
sense, the guestion of obedience to Father Wild’s directive was indeed at stake; you said that
you would be more atentive in the fature.  You subsequently underwent an evaluation at: St
Euke Institwte in Suittand, Maryland (May, 1993}, and a therapeutic program at '
Philadefphia’s Villa St. John Vianney Hospital (summer 1993 - easly 1994).

n a Janvary 28, 1994, conversation following your departure From St. John's, Father -
Provincis} Bradley M. Schaefier, S.1., old you once again of the extreme wrgency of
obeying, in full spirit, Pather Wild's February, 1991, directives,

In the summer of 1924, you were informed that we had received a complaing from Sl

. N, vho reporied o us her pained suspicions of many yeurs back, She wanted 1o
speak of hey sense that your relationship several decades ago with her son,
way not have been'a Fully proper one. She made no direet allegation. AN
himself later came o the provinclal office to discuss his past relationship with you, He, too,
made no direct allegation regarding his past encounters with you,

»

You had another meeting with Father Schacffer on December 15, 1994, As T have told you,
§ was 1ot privy 1o the substance of that conversation. You say thal it was a3 very eacouraging
one, ‘

The events of the weskend of January 21, 1995, prompted our Febmary Sth mesting,

Frankly, I wish you could have been more precise regarding exactly what happened that
weskend. Obviously, il most vehemently requests that you have no further
contact with her son EEREE, nor with any member of her family, HEEESSEES Jid not
make 2 specific allegation regarding sexual misconduct on your parl; she will not be pursuing
the matler, However, she states that her family fears you. You emphasized in our Febnary
Oth meeting that you did not engage in any Inappropriate behavior, sexuad or ponsexval, with
S rFurther, you stated your opinion thet IS foars are based on her own
psychological instability rather than on anylhing you did or said the weekend of January 21st,
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Again, il is not entirely clear what ooouried to warsant this yeaction from the S family.
Sill, baving Hstened to you in our meating last week, 1 think it is reasonable to say that you

did not exescise good judgment by being directly involved in whatever siration led to this
fear.

This brings us to the very delicate question of trust, As I told you in our meeting, I tusted
you enough not to call you back to Chicago immediately following b M phone call, X
permitied you 1o continue with your proposed itincrary, thus delaying by almost three weeks
our meeting regarding the [ incident, :

Repeatedly, Don, you have expressed your desire and need to be trusted.  Trust must be
eamed, and then safeguarded. 1hope you can see that | have some legitimate questions here,
as T told you in our meeting. We have the IS, v, SR, -nd SR
complaints, al} lodped in the last several years, Pexhaps the question is not so much one of
trust as of judgment. 1 simply think that you exercise bad judgment at times, as we have
seen again in the events of the weekend of January 21st. 1t would be irresponsible of your
superiors not fo hold you accountable for your bad judgment. -

“To assist you in avoiding such problems in the fature, 1 am reminding you of the standing
restrictions which were fmposed and reinforced following the R oyd

complaints. Further, in accord with their request, you are to have no contact with any
member of the tinmediate R family. Alw, 1 am amplifying Bob Wild's 1991 direclive;
please do not isavel on any ovemnight tip with any person, male or female, under the age of
21, In addition, I ask that you exeicise extreme caution to aveid any oceasion that would
find you alone, behind closad doors, with anyone under the age of 21,

Finafly, I would Kke fo stress the fmportance of protecting your physical and psychic health.
You asked that Dr. SRR »:sist in your after-care, , His own assessment of
September 20, 1994, recommends that you decrease the mumber of your commitments
worldwide. ¥ might add that § concur with Dr. Murrell wholeheartedly when be writes in

“that evalvation that you "need to accept the nature of the culture of our day and be wiser,
more prudent” in how you relale to young people.  Your major superiors bave said this o
you on numerous occasions, More than a mere sign of the superior’s will has been
manifested,

1 mention again that Jim Gschwend remalng avallable to assist you in any way. 1 also recall
your own desire, expressed in he past, to feel more "a part of the provinee.” There exists a
varisty of ways to encourage that further incorporation; should you need ideas, we can talk
about that, .

Let us hope that no more alleged incidents come to light. You must understand: the
complaints raised in the S, TEEEESe, -nd EEEE situations arc serious. There must be
Ao more. 1 am calling you to a prudence greater than that which you have shown in recent
years.
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Brad Schacffer will review this matter when he completes hifs work at the General
Congregation and returns lo Chicago. In the meantime, a5 Acting Provincial itismy
responsibility to safeguard the common good of it those to whom Chicago Province Jespits
minigter. T also take very seriously my personal responsibility to you. I look forward to out
continuing conversations regarding your health and your ministry in the service of the People
of God. 1 have genuine concern for both,

Sineerely in Christ,

%éz’;mw,@?

Francis 1. Daly, 8.5,
Acting Provincial
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