Province of St. Barbara

April 2, 2004

Most Rev. Jose Redrigucz Carballo, OFM
Curia Generalis del Frali Minori

Via & Maria Mediatrice, 28

Roma, IFALIA 00165

Most Reverend and dear Father Generalt

A lajiofriar-of Sut Province, Brother Thomas Thing, OFM, is petitioning for a
dlspensa on:from his solemn vows inthe Order of Friars Minor. Brother Tom
ted with the Qrdersince-hie was fourteen years old and so-this

a5 been very difficult for him,

For miost'of his religious life, he haghad difficulty living the professed vows. In
his eatly days hehad difficulty with. the vow of poverty, He overextended his
uge of eredit cards and incurred high'debts; he alsohad a gambling problem.
He-also had difficulty with the vow of ohedience, He wassiot open to various
assignments that were proposed for him and always ended up where he wanted
to-be rather than where the Provinge thought he should be.

1 with the vow of chastity: His name first
andal that took:place at St. Anthony’s
hara. Although thete wasno conclusive proof

Toin was most resistatitin working with
1 Since there was not

Hawever, the biggest concern has b
surf'lced in the.sexual abuse of 1

there was another
Diego Bro. Tom.
Cwe got a report from
ty years ago.

lving a formation st
i thig incident of a sex
vada, accusing him

{ fhiat he must work
10 bavo be&,n

al nnscondu ct He has refused to éoope ¥ Qur program,
of the public and thus

And b ause of his refusal j
ThlS xmpasse has bmugh_-,um to-the decision to

reques pensatlon fr o liis solemn vows.

‘been consulted regarding his request and has
tof his seeking thedigperigation. Onmy

Prevmcxal meste:., my xotum is that 1, tog, supgerthxs-fequest Because:

icial Ad.mirlis't‘raﬁonsliaszcon&onted:him«sa‘n
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he is unwilling to participate in our program for offending friars, we cannot
allow him to minister. Thus, he really would have no meaningful life within the
fraternity. He has made the decision that the only way he will be able to get
along in hig life is toleave'the Order. I believe that he has made the correct
decision, and thus I give you a positive yobum in favor of the dispensation.

I have included his own request to you as well ag his curriculum vitae and a
swnmary of his formation evaluations, I trust thatthis information will be most

helpful in the decision to bemade.

1£ 1 can be of further assistance, please do nothesitate to contact me.

Fraternally,

VRPN

Enclosures
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