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Province of St. Barbara /-«

FRANCISCAN FRIARS

1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

October 27, 1997

Third Party Privacy Rights

Thank you so very much for the card you sent to-Mel and for the generous
donation. I certainly enjoyed speaking with you while we were at San Luis Rey.

I received a letter from Robert today. He sounds good if we can be of

any help, please do not hesitate to ask. Be assured of our prayers for you and for
- Robert.

Sincerely,
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Quotable Cards are for all times. Send one and spread the words,
Printed on recycled paper. Design by Quotable Cards, Inc.”

If you have a favorite quote, please share it with us.

Write, fax or e-mail us ot the listings above. . 2.00U.5.

Guolation fram “The Penguin Book of Zen Poelry”, ediled ond torsloted by lucien Stryk and Tokashi lkemoto. Copyright ©
Lucien Siryk ond Tokashi kamalo, 1977. Reproduced by arangement with Viking Panguia, o division of Penguin Books USA Inc.
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555 A i*)““:’“ T voe
Provinc& of St?BaerQ -

FRANCISCAN FRIARS

September 25, 1997

Dear Robert,

I know how disappointed you must Lhave been when you received my last
letter. I hope in this letter I can give you better sews.

I now have the final information from Pat.

I will summarize the letter: : o
1. Communication regarding the County of residence following the
parole should be directed as follows:
Classifcation and Parole Representative

California Medical Facility
PO Box 2000 -
Vacaville, CA 95696 N,
A copy of all éo_rrespoxidence (no matter from Whozﬁ) should be sent
to: o
Ellie McGunnigle
Parole Agent I11

Unit Supervisor

State Parole Office

411 East Canon Perdido Street
Suite 15

Santa Barbara, CA 93101

2. Pat has spoken to Ron Zonen, the DA who prosecuted your case
and he is willing to write a letter to the CMPR at Vacaville indicating
that he does not think it is a good idea to have you paroled to
the SB county. ' ‘ _
3. Pat feels it would be helpful if a local SB Mg (Virgil?) would
write a letter noting the current state of affairs re St. AMJURIEES,
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\ Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

Classification and Parole Representative
California Medical Facility
PO Box 2000

Vacaville, CA 95696 : @(@
January 19, 1998 - @[
Dear Sir, '

I write this letter as provincial superior of the Franciscan Friérs of California
stating our concern and our willingness to help Robert Van Handel as he
begins a new life on the outside.

In the areas of San Francisco, Alameda and Sacramento counties (in order of
priority), where the friars are quite highly represented, we are willing and
able to help Robert i the following ways:

1. to find adequate housing;

2.  we have a net-work of people (friends, colleagues, other friars) who are
willing to help Robert in his search for adequate employment; these
people are also willing to help in job preparatton and in re-tooling
programs for different occupations;

3. we know professional therapists who are avallablc to offer therapy
programs and on-going care for Robert;

4. we, friars, are certainly committed to continual fraternal and moral support. -
for Robert; '

5. we are also committed to offer Robert some financial support as he gets
started.

Provincial of the Franciscans of the Province of St. Barbara
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you, and the impact that would have if you were paroled there.

Ron Zonen is also going to ask the victim to sign a request asking

that you be transferred to another county. That will really help.

Pat also spoke to someone from the State Parole Headquarters
'in SF. they said that if we (you) do not receive a response to

our letters within a month or so of the expected parole date,

we should contact Ms McGunnigle in the SB office.

All of the above will be to no avail if you do not request that your

- housing be changed to the locatmn and circumstances outlined

in the Province letter (which tells me that we have to have all this

figured out). Pat says your wishes have to comc1de with our proposed
plans. :

I (we) should be very grateful to Pat for all his help. It took him over three
- weeks of phone calls to gather all this. I will write and thank ;fou on your
behalf as well as the 3@®- He is a good man!

I will make sure that Joe C and Michael get copies of this letter as well as
Pat's letter. How all this plays out should be worked out with Michael and
Joe as they talk with you and work with you. I am pleased to have been able
to play a small part on your behalf. |

CcCl

‘Michael P. Doherty, i

2\ £
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Here is some additional information you may find useful:

Ron Zonen, the Senior Deputy District Attorney who prosecuted this case, told me that
he will write a letter to the CMPR at Vacaville indicating he does not think it is a good
idea to have Father Robert paroled to this county. | will send you a'copy of that letter. |
also think it would be helpful for a local representative of the Friars to include a letter,
making.particular note of the current state of affairs regarding St. Anthony’s, Father

- Robert, and the impact it may have if he is paroled here to Santa Barbara.

In addition, | asked Ron Zonen to contact the victim of Father Robert's case and see if
the victim would sign a request that Father Robert be transferred to another county.
Under Penal Code section 3058 - If the victim so requests - the Parole Office will

usually act favorably on a request to nouse the parolee in excess of 25 miles from the = -
victim’s residence.

"1 spoke personally to Ellie McGunnigle about the above inférmati'on, and also to Linda
Shutes - from State Parole Headquarters in San Francisco. Ms. Shutes suggested that
if you do not receive a response to your letters that you contact the Santa Barbara

Office to the attention of Ms McGunnigle, within a month or so of the expected parole’
 date.

Qre other final point -- a2l of this will be for nothing unless Father Robert himself
requests that his housmq be changed *o tne location and circumstances outlined in your
letter. With this in mind, you might want to communicate with him directly at Vacauville to.
make sure that his wishes coincide with your proposed plans.

Father Mel — If you need anything further on this, please give me a call at my direct
number (805) 568-2305. -

With kindest, personnel regards, | am,

Very‘ truly yours,

- PATRICK J. MCKINLEY
. Assistant District Attorney

PJMIf ,
cc: Ellie McGunnigle
State Parole Office
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from the desk ef...
Mel Jurisich, OFM
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Third party privacy

PATRICK J. McKINLEY
Assistant District Attorney
CHRISTIE SCHULTZ
Assistant District Attorney

THOMAS W, SNEDDON, JR.
District Attorney -

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

“October 29, 1997

California Department of Corrections
Victim Services Program

P. O. Box 94283-0001

Sacramento, CA. 94283-0001

Re: Robert Van Handel
CDC# J-30982 '

Gentlemen: " .

| was the prosecutor assigned the case of People v. Robert Van Handle. Mr.
Van Handle was a clergyman in Santa Barbara who during his many years of service to
. the church molested numerous boys, all of whom were his parishioners. There is still a
great deal of animosity among members of this community, including his former victims
and their families, directed against Mr. Van Handel. : '

| believe it is in his best interests, along with the best interests of the community,
that Mr. Van Handle be allowed, and even directed, to relocate to a community other
than Santa Barbara. I understand the church is prepared to place him in the Bay Area
of Northern California should the Department of Corrections agree. | would join in that
request. I belleve placement there would be a very wise decision.

n/Special Conditions of

Enclosed please find a form titled “Request for Notific
Parole”, CDC 1707, filed by the now adult victim of this cas

if1 may'bé of any further assistance please feel free to call.

Most sincerely,

Ronald Zonen
Senior Deputy District Attorney

Enclosure
S OFM VANH 1
_ 0015
O Santa Barhara Office [ Lompoc Office O Lompoc Office [ Santa Maria Office
Courthouse 115 Civic Center Plaza 401 E. Ocean : " 312D East Cook Street
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THE FRANCISCANS
OLD MISSION
2201 LAGUNA STREET
SANTA BARBARA, CA 93105
(805) 682-4713

Oct. 25, 1997

Classification and Parole Representative
California Medical Facility

P.0. Box 2000

Vacaville, CA 95696

Dear Parole Representative:

I have been told that arrangements are being made for the parole

of Robert Van Handel, CDC number J 30982. The Franciscan Friars and I

of Missién Santa Barbara, adjacent to-St. Anthony's Seminary, and many

other concerned citizens strongly urge that Robert Van Handel not be

paroled in the County of Santa Barbara. There are a good number of persons
_in this area who are still very angry over what happened at St. Anthony's
Seminary. They are stirongly opposed to the re-entry of those who are accused’
of child abuse. They are ever on the watch to prevent this happening. We
Franciscans continue to suffer from their animosity and the media attentieén
gtill given to what happened some years ago. If RobertVan Handel were to
appear in. this County, there would in all probability be public demonstrations.
Also Robert Van Handel's efforts at rehabilitation would be thwarted.

I and other concerned citizens ask your kind consideration of this
request. '

Rev. Virgil Cordano, 0.F.M,

OFM VANH 1
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PATRICK J. McKINLEY
Assistant District Attorney
CHRISTIE SCHULTZ
Assistant District Attorney

THOMAS W. SNEDDON, JR.
District Attorney

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
- DISTRICT ATTORNEY

September 19 1897

Fr. Mel Jursnch OFM
Francyscan Province Offi ice
1500 34th Avenue
Oakiand, CA 894601

Personal and Confidential

RE: Robert Van Hande!
~ CDC# J-30982

Dear Father Mel:

| will not bore you with the three weeks of phone calls | made trying to get an answer to
your question. In any event, | personally followed up on the final information and feel
pretty certain that this is the correct info.

Communication regarding the County of residence following the parole of Father Robert
should be directed as follows:

Classification and Parole Representative
California Medical. Facility o
P.0.Box2000 =

- Vacaviile, CA 95696

" On the letter that you are writing, ‘but not on the énvel’ope make reference to Father
Robert's full name and CDC number You should also send a copy of all-
correspondence to:

Ellie McGunnigle

Parole Agent Ili

Unit Supervisor

State Parole Office

411 East Canon Perdido Street : : o

Suite 15 ' OFM VANH 1

N Santa Barbara, CA 93101 0017
1 Santa Barbara Office - 3 Lompoc Office [ Lompoc Office {0 Santa Maria Office
Courthouse ‘ 115 Civic Center Plaza 401 E. Ocean . 312-D East Cook Street
1105 Santa Barbara Street . Lompoc, California 93436 Lompoc, California 93436 Santa Maria, California 53454

Santa Barbara, California 93101 (805) 737-7760 . (805) 737-7777 (805) 346-7540



Here is some additional information you may find useful: .

Ron Zonen, the Senior Deputy District Attorney who prosecuted-this case, told me that
he will write a letter to the CMPR at Vacaville indicating he does not think it is a good
idea to have Father Robert paroled to this counly. | will send you a copy of that letter. |
also think it would be helpful for a local representative of the Friars to include a letter,
making particular note of the current state of affairs regarding St. Anthony’s, Father
Robert, and the impact it may have if he is paroled here to Santa Barbara.

In addition, 1 asked Ron Zonen to contact the victim of Father Robert’s case and see if
the victim would sign a request that Father Robert be transferred to another county.
Under Penal Code section 3058 - If the victim so requests - the Parole Office will .
usually act favorably on a request to house the parolee in excess of 25 miles from the
victim’s residence.

| spoke personally to Ellie McGunnigle about the above information, and also to Linda
Shutes - from State Parole Headquarters in San Francisco. Ms. Shutes suggested that
if you do not receive a response to your letters that you contact the Santa Barbara
Office to the attention of Ms. McGunnigle, within a month or so of the expected parole
date.

One other final point — all of this will be for nothing unless Father Robert himself

requests that his housing be changed to the location and circumstances outlined in your

letter. With this in mind, you might want to communicate with him directly at Vacavﬂle to
make sure that his wishes coincide with your proposed plans. ‘

Father Mel — If you need anythmg further on this, please give me-a call at my direct
number (805) 568-2305.

With kindest, personnel regards, | am,
‘Very truly yours, )
PATRICK J. MCKINLEY ‘ '
Assistant District Attorney
PJM:If "

cc: Ellie McGunnigle
State Parole Office

OFM VANH 1
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PATRICK J. McKINLEY

Assistant District Attorney
CHRISTIE SCHULTZ:

Assistant District Attorney

THOMAS W. SNEDDON, JR.
District Attorney

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

September 8, 1997

Mr. C. Labue

California Medical Facility
Vacaville, California

By Fax Only (707) 448- 6306

RE: Robert Van Handel
CDC #J-30982

Dear Mr. Lébue:

Many thanks for taking the time to speak to me on the phone a few weeks ago. As | indicated in our
telephone call, the above-named inmate is committed to the Department of Corrections from Santa
Barbara County following:child molest conviction. Next year, when his determinate sentence will be up,
there will be a request by both the inmate and the Provincial Office of the Friars to house the defendant
in a county other than Santa Barbara. The reason for this request will be spelled out by the Provincial
orr ce at some- later date.

My reason for writing to you is that they have requested the name and proper mailing address for
whoever it is that makes the determination regarding the county of parole.

I am aware that you indicated that this usually happens three to four months before the actual parole
date, which would mean that this would not really come up until January of next year. Nevertheless, the
Provincial Office is quite interested in getting their material together, and hopefully into the appropriate
hands of the entity that will ultimately decide this issue. Any help you can give me with respect to this
will be very much appreciated. - .

With kindest regards, | am,

Very truly yours,

PATRICK J. MCKINLEY
Assistant District Attomey
Direct Fax No.: (805) 568-2398

OFM VANH 1
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Classification and Parole Representative
California Medical Facility '
P.O. Box 2000

Vacaville, CA 95696

January 21, 1998 . _ ; RE: Robert Van Handel
- : ©J - 30982

Dear Sir,

I, Robert Van Handel, request to have my parole location moved from Santa
Barbara County to San Francisco County. I am well known in Santa Barbara,

and because of the amount of attention my arrest and conviction received,
Santa Barbara County is not a viable place for me to live. This request has
the support of the Santa Barbara County District Attorney's Office, as well as
that of the Franciscan Friars of California, who are my social and financial
support. My release (EPRD) is May 25, 1998.

I would like to settle in San Francisco County as it is not only a sufficient
distance from Santa Barbara, but also there I will be able to find appropriate
housing, I have a personal support group, my expenses will be covered by the
Franciscans, 1 can receive therapy specific to my crime, and I am even now .
receiving assistance in getting employment, which is virtually guaranteed.
Following are further specifics:

HOUSING: Temporary Mailing.Address: : c¢/c FPranciscan Friars
133 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Immediate Temporary Housing: St. Boniface Friary
’ " 133 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco

Proposed Housing: A single men's boarding hotel
or :

A studio apartment distant from

scheools and playgrounds :

EMPLOYMENT AND EXPENSES:

’

Cufréntly a network of friars and their associates are searching'
for suitable employment opportunities. :

Franciscan Friars of California have agreed to fully fund all
living expenses for an extended period, or until no longer needed.

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL SUPPORT AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES:

My primary support group would»be_the Franciscan Friars at

St. Boniface Friary. Contact person: I

Secondary support by other friars and friends in the Bay Area.

OFM VANH 1
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Two private therapeutic programs in San Francisco are being
explored with the intention of contracting with one of them for
psychological sexrvices and crime-specific group work.

ALTERNATE SITES:
1If San Francisco County is not possible, I would be able to develop

resources ln Alameda County, or Sacramento County

Yours Sincerely,

QUL} \hu-— qu-fr[rv{ _

Robert Van Handel
J - 30982

cc . Ellie McGunnlgle, Parole Agent III, Santa Barbara County
Franciscan Friars of California
" Mr. La Bue, CCI, California Medical Facility

OFM VANH 1
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THE FRANCISCANS
OLD MISSION
220! LAGUNA STREET
SANTA BARBARA, CA 93105
" (805) 682-4713

Oct. 25, '1_997

Classification. and Parole Representatlve
California Medical Facility

P.0. Box 2000 -

Vacaville, CA 95696

Dear Parole Representativef

: I have been told that arrangements are being made for the parole

of Robert Van Handel, CDC number J 30982. The Franciscan Friars and I
of Missian Santa Barbara, adjacent to St. Anthony's Seminary, and many
other concerned citizens strongly urge that Robert Van Handel not be
- paroled in the County of Santa Barbara. There are a good number of persons
Ain this area who are still very angry over what happened at St. Anthony's
Seminary. They are Strongly opposed to the re-entry of those who are accused’
of child abuse. They are ever on the watch to prevent this happening. We
Franciscans continue to suffer from their animosity and the media attentién
still given to what happened some years ago. If RobertVan Handel were to
appear in this County, there would in all probability be public demonstrations.
Also Robert Van Handel's efforts at rehabilitation would be thwarted.

I and other concerned citizens ask your kind consideratlon of this
request.

Singerely,

Rev. Virgil Cordano, O.F.M,

OFM VANH 1
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g Grove names interim superlntendent

‘o buy out Cavaliere's 4-year contract

‘incer-“avaliere has been placed on paid
HEs ie 9 by trustees of the North County
d principal Elizabeth White was named

vkeep the superintendent’s salary at $74,000
|'year, instead of increasing the amount to

were taken Monday night following a two
ecial meeting of the board. Each vote was
: Mark Skow absent. Cavaliere did not at-
apts to reach him for comment were not suc-

as adinusmed, trustee Steven Lindsay held a
parents who had waited, while other board
| present. %t one point, it was suggested that
‘or four:hoard members to be present and for
m of issues after the meeting had been ad—

L U S .-

Parent Bob Davies told Lindsay parents are “encouraged:progress
is being made, but there is concern about the rest of the story. Why
we are continuing (Cavaliere’s) salary?” he asked. Lindsay re-
sponded by saying, “That is a personnel issue and must be kept
confidential. He added that Cavaliere will gnly be on administrative
leave until the Board can negotiate a buy out of his contract. “Basi-

.cally there are rules and laws that we didn’t create. The state of

California created them,” Lindsay said.

Davies said several board members ran on a platform of they want
to hear everything from everybody, “but now we are getting shut
down when there is a controversial issue. The parents are the ones
that brought to your attention some problems that were heré. You
guys had no clue,” he said.

Parent Carl Donley said the teachers, parents, board and new su-
perintendent need to work together, but it has been difficult for par-
ents to get matters placed on the board’s agenda for a full airing. ,

Trustees have held five special meetings since the last regular
board meeting on May 13, four of them in closed session.

Parents-have checked into Cavaliere’s background and say they
are concerned with the circumstances which led to his resignation
one year ago as Superintendent/principai at Vista del Mar Union
School District north of Santa Barbara. That board issued a letter to

parents, stating that boards of trustees and school administrators do -

not always see eye to eye on issues of performance, phllosophy and
leadership and that continuing conflict over such matters is.never in
the best interest of a school district.

Cavaliere has stated the Vista del Mar board signed a statement
when he resigned, saying his departure was not a reflection on his
performance,

Vista del Mar is paymg Cavaliere $1 19,803 over an 18 month
period as a result of provisions in his contract when he resigned. He
signed a similar contract last year with North County’s board, which
has three years remaining,.

Spring Grove parents say they have been frustrated over the
district’s lengthy negotiations with teachers, which have yet to be
resolved. Teachers are asking for a 6 percent on-schedule salary
hike, while the district has offered a 1.26 percent on- schedule in-
crease and a 4.74 percent one-time bonus. :

- - = ‘-l-!—‘ A~ L, AA
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| Hundle; 51
has completed

four years of

‘an elghr-yeclr :

prison term

_for his 1994 .

" conviction on
charges of
molesimg a
boy in his

care.

. STEVE MALONE/NEWS-PRESS FILE

AN'I'HONY’S SCANDAL

By BARRY BORTNI.CK
'NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Robert Van Handle, a former St
Anthony’s Seminary -rector and-
confessed pedophlle who received -

N on eight-year prison term in'1994 -

for molesting a boy, was released
Sunday for time served at the Cal-
ifornia Medical Facility in Vacav-
ille.

The 51—year—old former priest

nas on Monday morning and is

" expecied to reside in the small mis-
- sion village of San Juan Bautista

while on parole.

Van Handle is considered a
high-security case by the state
Department of Corrections and will
remain under rigid controls by his
parole officer, officials said.

“He is in a lodging in San Ben-
ito County that has been careful-

":'Ex-pnest paroled in molestatloh

‘reported to his parole officer in Sali-

ly selected so itisnot near schools
or children,” said Fran Berkowitz,
deputy regional administrator for
the state Department of Corrections.

“He is under the highest level of
supervision. That means very fre-
quent contacts in the community
and at the parole office, We are
being very careful watching him.”

Under the terms of his three-year
parole, Van Handle may not live

SEE MOLESTATION CN AlO
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“Visitors have had cars towed away
for lack of a permit, despite the fact that
they have been unable to obtain such a

permit because the main office has been
closed and/or management has been
_unavailable to issue temporary permits,”

the report said. “There have been angry
and potentially violent confrontations
between tow operators and residents,
“The proposed ordinance regulates
contract patrol towing and insures that

od claims

(AMBAG) is trying to'establish a meet-
ing near the end of June involving a
small group. Sanders said AMBAG has
been doing a study of the Pajaro. “The
City of Hollister has used that study as
a basis to show AMBAG and other joint

- power agencies exist -and there is no

need to create this new monster Keeley
is attempting to create,” Sanders added.
The County Counsel also reported on
efforts under way in Sacramento to re-
duce or repeal the Vehicle License Fee
as a way of returning money 1o taxpay-

- ers in this year of budget surplus. He
said the issue is very fluid and is being .

(continued on Page A4)

enega Road
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slide, looking at ways to place the road-
way So it crosses the slide area without
removing the material so there won’t be
any additional movement. He said pro-
viding drainage through the slide mass
for water from Anzar Lake will likely
be an expensive proposition.

“We are looking at well over $1 mil-
lion to address that location, in rebuild-
ing the road and allowing for drainage,”

(counlinued on Page A4)

tendent resigns

d
n-

down consxderably over the past year. -

Instead of packed school board meet-
ings and heated debate, as was the case
at the height of the high school contro-
versy, attendance in recent months has
been limited to staff and a few parents,

“We are on a high right now,” Bloom
said, noting the district is in a wonder-
ful position with the first high school
graduating class as well as being in

“sound financial shape.” After difficult

negotiations with teachers last year,
Rlanm eaid the teacher union now has

carefully,” he stated. “We would be

prosecuted.”

and Police Departmen >
Cardinalli said that he does respond
(continued on Page A3)

"Cardinalli said that if the City were

Convicted child molester now
living in San Bemto County

By Dan Gleason

A former priest who was convxcted and served time in prison for child molesta-
tion has been paroled to San Benito County, whxch has made some area residents
very uncomfortable.

Robert Van Handle, 51, was senfenced to an eight-year prison term in 1994 but
released from California Medical Facility in Vacaville late last month for time
served. He reported to his parole officer in Salinas and {s considered a high-secu-
rity case by the State Department of Corrections, who have indicated he wxl[
remain underrigid controls by his parole officer.

A spokesperson for the-department said Van Handle is resldmg in San Benito
County in an area that was carefully selected so it is not near schools. ’

Julie Hicks, a teacher at San Juan School; said people in San Juan are really
concerned. She said some parents have indicated Van Handle is living right down-
town in San Juan, but San Benito County Sheriff Harvey Nyland disputes that.

(continued on Page A2)

Two month deadline set on
fate of hlstorlc brldge parts

By Dan Gleason
San Benito County Historical Soci-

- ety has been given two months to come

up with a viable plan and timetable for
installing the historic. 1914 Pratt Truss
Bridge over Tres Pinos Creek at the
county’s Historical Park.

Currently the bridge is partlaﬂy bur-
ied in the creek bed following this

‘winter’s storms. Society member Ted

Thoeny visited the park recently and
inspected the bridge. He feels its parts

are still in place, though buried in dirt,
Businessman David Grimsley has vol-
unteered to dig out and stack the bridge -
nearby at the park.
Supervisors Tuesday agreed to the .
delay after hearmg from several mem-
bers of the society, who said.the goal of |
the society is to restore and erect the
bridge over Tres Pinos Creek near the
enlrance o the park.
Recently the board agreed to declare
" (continued on Page A2)

School districts place compliance
of Prop. 227 on temporary hold

Unlike districts in the Bay Area who
are attempting to get around require-
ments of Proposition 227 passed by
voters last week fo end bilingual edu-
cation, San Benito County schools are
waiting to decide how they will proceed.

Gary Bloom, outgoing superintendent
of Aromas-San Juan Unified School
District, said there has already been a
meeting of the district’s leadership team
to discuss the $ituation and he expects a
task force will be established over the

summer. Bloom said the talk has fo- °

cused on how to 1mp]ement the law,

AR N R |
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Eéstin has urged districts not to act hast-

ily, but rather to wait for guidelines that

will be coming from the state.
Hollister School District Superinten-
dent Tom Andrade said his district is
focusing on finishing up the school year
this week and that he is looking for di-

- rection from the state Education Depart-

ment. “We don't know what we will do
at this point. We will do what is right
and legal,” he said. If the law is ruled
Jegal Andrade said his district will make
the necessary modifications to 1mple~
ment it.
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. Continued from Page Al

.| . within a mile of ény school or find

work that involves children. He

must attend counseling, have no -

| contact with his past victim, and avoid
all minors. He could face an addi-

{." tional year in prison should he vio-
1 late parole, Berkowitz said. -

- Once parole is over, Van Handle

]" is onhis own.

 .“We hope the police will watch
. him,” Berkowitz said of Van Handle’s
life beyond parole. “He will be

1 - known in the community. He has to
register as a sex offender for the rest

_.of his life.”

. Van Handle was the last rector at
St. Anthony’s Seminary before it
closed in 1987. He was orie of 11 sem-
" inary faculty members linked to

the molestation of 34 boys from the
* 1960s to the 1980s by an independent
board of inquiry formed in 1992 to
examine the sex scandal. ’
Most of the accused clergymen
avoided prosecution because the
alleged acts did not come to light until
the statute of limitations on those
crimes had expired.

Van Handle and fellow prlest‘

" Philip Wolfe were proseécuted. Wolfe
spent a year in prison following a 1989
conviction for oral copulation and

child fondling. He committed suicide

"in 1994,
" Van Handle, who formed the
- Santa Barbara Boys Choir, admitted
molesting several children during his
life.
: Santa Barbara police investigators
. seized a journal of his thoughts
when they arrested Van Handle in
March 1994 at a San Juan Bautista
religious retreat. Investigators called
thie diary “sad and disgusting,” but
useful in terms of prosecution.
- “It reveals the mind of a
. pedophile,” Detective Mike McGrew

said at the txme of Van Handle’s
arrest. “As I read it I thought, ‘This
was like reading the thoughts of a ser-
ial killer.’”

Van Handle’s journal outlined
his sexual history. He wrote of being
molested as a boy at the hands of a

" St. Anthony’s Seminary priest.

Van Handle ultimately evolved into
a molester himselfin the *70s when
he attended graduate school in
Berkeley. His first victim was either
a 5-year-old relative in Oregon.or a

young choir boy he met in 1972,

according to the journal.

“There is something about me
that is happier when accompanied
by a small boy,” Van Handle wrote

in the journal. “I think it is.proba- .

bly a combination of sexual feelings,
emotional attachment and perhaps
the child in me wants a playmate.”

Van Handle is no longer a priest
or member of the Franciscan Friars.
The church, however, remains inter-
ested in his welfare. Church officials

" have promised Van Handle financial

support, provided he lives up to the
terms of parole. -

“We don’t have to support him, but
this is charity to get him started in

" life.” said Father Virgil Cordano, pas-
tor emeritus of the Santa Barbara

Parish. “If he is well set up and gets

. a job, there will be less chanee he
- will fool around with boys. It is the

best preventative reasure we can
offer ... He will be under close super-
vision with state employees, so we
are giving him motivation to follow
the rules.” -

Cordano déscribed Van Handle as
a likable guy and a talented musician
during his time at St. Anthony s
Seminary. .

“This (crime) came as a b1g surprise

- to us,” Cordano said. “How do you-
. understand a sickness like this?

He had been abused as a boy. He
came into life handicapped.”
The church’s current hopes and the
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efrocked pnest tobe under
strict control while on parole

We hope the police
- will watch him. He

will be known in the
community. He has -
to register as a sex

offender for the rest
of his life. -

) FRAN BERKOWTTZ,
SfAﬁ DEPARTMENT OF CORRECHONS
parole board’s rules did little to calm

Santa Barbara resident Ray Higgins,
whose son was victimized by Van Han-

. dle. .

“He sa dangerto society,” sald Hig
gins. “In his court documents Van
Hand!le said he had started the boys
choir to have fresh young boys to
molest. He is a very dangerous per-_-
petrator.”

Higgins, who worked to create a
1995 state law that forced prieststo

‘report suspected molesters in their

midsts, wondered why some of the
other clergymen believed by some
to be linked to the seminary crimes
remain employed by the church.
“There was a commitment by the
Franciscans to keep the perpetrators
away from children,” Higgins said.
“But several of them are on assign-
ments that have access to children.”
Cordano defended his organization,
saying the guilty had been convict-
ed and removed from the church. .
“1 know of no other organization '
that has dealt with this as openly as

we have,” Cordano said. “What more .

canwedo"” P .

e,



Robert Van Handel has been (will be) released from prison in May 1998. While
Robert Van Handel was in prison, he asked for and received an indult from the
Vaticant to be released from his vows and- dispensed from priestly obligations.
Robert Van Handel is now a layperson. ‘

E Althbugh Robert Van Handel is no longer a Franciscan Friar of the Province of St. -
Barbara nor a Catholic priest and is not now a member of any Catholic religious
order; the Franciscan-Friars of the Province of St. Barbara have agreed under
specified conditions to help in supporting him for a period of time, in finding
suitable employment, in obtaining a suitable place to live, and in receiving
needed preventative therapy to help prevent re-offending.

The Franciscan Friars have agreed to provide this financial support for several
reasons. Among those reasons is the requirement of Canon Law that a religious
order is, “to observe equity and evangelical charity toward the member that is
separated from it.” In addition, however, the Franciscans remember the hope
- expressed by many victims that their painful disclosures would at least help
prevent future wrongs. That hope of prevention of future wrongs cannot be best
- achieved if the Franciscans simply wash their hands of Robert now that he has
left the Order. Therefore, the financial support to Robert Van Handel has certain
conditions attached. To receive financial support Robert nmay not accept work
with children. He must remain in preventative therapy, and he must comply '

with the terms of his parole, including registering as a sex offender, among other
things. ’ ' '

In 1993, th_e Franciscans made a pixb}ic apology and a prdmise to work to prevent
harm in the future when the Board of Inquiry publicly released the report of its
investigation into the accusations of misconduct by friars at 5t. Anthony’s
Seminary. The Franciscans have endeavored to honor that pledge by addressing
the needs of victims and their famities who-have sought help through the Board
of Inquiry, many. of whom are still receiving therapy.. Robert Van Handel is.in.
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need of this healing assistance as well-and- does not, as yet, have the- ability to
_ provide it for himself. - _ -

It is the hope of the Franciscans that the assistance they offer to Robert Van
Handel, as well-as the assistance they eontinue to offer to his vietims -and others,
will help prevent other wrongs in the future and will help restore the health and *
faith of so many people that has been tested. B

Although the Franciscans are required by Canon law to act with charity toward
our former member, Robert Van Handel, we have not forgotten the past. . Qur
support of Robert Van Handel has conditions attached. For instance, in order to -
receive financial support from the Franciscans, Robert has agreed that we may
- speak with his therapist to determine whether Robert remains committed to-the
goals of his therapy. In addition, to receive financial support from the
Franciscans,ARob.ert has égreed that we may speak with his parole officer to
determine if Robert is obeying all the terms of his parole. As Along as Robert
receives any financial support from the Franciscans, he has agreed that the

Franciscans may disclose to his employers, co-workers, and others his conviction
and its nature.

The Franciscans have attached these and other conditions to their financial
support for Robert not so that he can begin a new life in a new place free of his
past, but so that he can begin a new life in a new place in light of his past. When
many of the victims came forward and- shared their pain with- the Board: of
Inquiry, they expressed the hope that their disclosure would make a difference
for the future. They asked important questions about what the Franciscans
would do to prevent such a thing from happening again and, more specifically,
what the Franciscans would do to prevent Robert Van Handel from repeating his
behavior. Robert Van Handel has left the Franciscan Order and the Franciscans
cannot control his life. But by helping Robert to establish a new life for himself,
and attaching conditions to the support, the Franciscans hope that the new life
Robert builds for himself will be amid-a network of people who- are aware of his
past and in that way may serve as a check against any reoccurrence of his
behavior. [The Independent Response Team, created by .the Franciscans to -
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identify and offer aid to- victims, will be asked to monitor the conditions on-the
assistance offered to Robert Van Handel.} »

The Franciscans have not forgotten the needs of Robert’s victims in agreeing to -
provide financial support to Robert Van Handel; to the contrary, the Franciscans
have remembered the needs expressed by Robert's victims that their pain-and

diselosure should help spare children in the future.. . ‘
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\‘\' Provmce of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536 3722 Fax (510)536-3970

May 22, 1998
. Déar Brothers,
May the Lord give you peace.

‘I am sending this letter to each friar individually. I hope this letter finds you

~well - preparing for the feast of Pentecost. First, I'm sufre | speak for Robert

Van Handel when I thank the many friars of the Province who have written.

to him; visited him, prayed for him, and shown him brotherly understanding

and kindness during his stay in prison. I write this letter today to inform you

that Robert will be released from prison sometime toward the end of the
. month of May.

~While Robert was in prison, he asked for and received an indult from the-
Vatican to be released from his vows and dispensed from priestly obligations.
Robert Van Handel is now a lay person. Although he is no longer a friar, the

- Province has agreed to support him for a period- of time in order to hetp
Robert find suitable employment and to help him to find a suitable place to
live. We have also agreed to help him receive needed therapy during this
time. We have agreed to provide this financial support for several reasons.

We know as members of the Roman Catholic Church and as members of our
Franciscan brotherhood, that both our Order’s statutes and canon law
demand of us to observe evangelical charity and equity toward a member
who has left the Order (Canon 702, General Statute 237). In addition,
. however, we remember the hope expressed by many that the painful
- disclosures would at least prevent future wrong. Therefore, the Province has
~ agreed to offer Robert support. To receive this support, Robert has agreed to
fulfill certain conditions among which are the following: (a) he must remain
in therapy; (b) he must comply with the terms of his parole including.
registering as an offender, and (¢) he must not accept any work where
~ children are present. [There will be a responsible person selected by the friars
- to see that these and all the other significant conditions are met.}

OFM VANH 1
0030



We remember the evening of November-29, 1993 when the Provincial, in our

name, made a public apology and a promise to work to prevent harm in the
future and, publicly released the Board of Inquiry’s report of its investigation

into the accusations of misconduct at St. Anthony’s Seminary. The friars

have endeavored to honor that pledge by addressing the needs of victims and

their families who have sought help through the Independent Response

'Team. Many of them are still receiving therapy. Robert Van Handel is in

need of this healing assistance as well. He cannot, as yet, provide it for

himself due to the vow of poverty under which he has lived for so many

years. It is the hope of the friars that the assistance we offer to Robert, as well

as the assistance we continue to offer to the victims and to others, will help

prevent such wrongs in the future and will help restore the health and the
faith of so many people. I am sure you can see that the Province is very

concerned about the victims’ demands for future protection; our attempt to

meet these demands has Ied us to place the many conditions on the financial
support to Robert. :

My brothers, I hope' this letter helps to answer some of the questions you' may
have about this issue. I feel that we are trying to do the best we can for our
brother, Robert, and also for the victims and their families. Should you have
any further questiorns, please call the Provincial Office. Fr. John Hardin, OFM,
is the spokesperson. Please be assured of my prayers. Please pray for Robert.

OFM VANH 1
0030a



IsraeL B. Rosairks, Pu.D.
Cunicar Psycnorocist -
1734 FiLLMORE STrEET
SaN Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94115
TEL: 415-441-90504
Fax: 415-383-3074

.

' AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

Birthdate: __52/2 /S '5%®

I _ ,)é’:éf/k i gz d andlor AL LA

Parent or Guardian-

authonzevthe party bélow to disclose to and to receive information from Israel B. Rosales, Ph.D.,
with the knowledge that such contact discloses the fact that the named person has received
psychological services:

Name:

Address:

The disclosure of records is requxred for cvaluahon treatment planmng, or for the followmg
purpose:

It shall be limited to the following spéciﬁc information:

1. el Diagnosis

2. v - Legal Status -
3. /~_ Results of psychological/vocational tests

4 - L Educational assessm ent :

5. __i~ _ Pertinent summary of psychological/psychiatric history
6. L Treatment summary

'g. [V Medical information

P Other: &ﬂléd f &_ St od 54 CZZZ/@ =

This consent is subject to revocation by the undersigned at any time except to the extent that
action has been taken in reliance thereon, and if not earlier revoked, this consent expires on:

2«(2?/(,9\/{~\/’3ng . e 21798

Client/Parent/Guardian Date

Client/Parent/Guardian - Date
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Robert VanHandel - . T 4//\)
- Page 2 - :

. September 28, 1994 : ' _

life and also in my life and in the life of the provmce Ir\ this sense, Robert,

" God is very present: with you. 'And we give great.thanks that this strength has
v.been g1ven to both of us and to so many friars to move forward

Mel and M1ke and I plan to have dinher with Christine sometlme thls week

. in San Luis Rey. I'm looking forward to it. She’s been a great support, not

simply to youbut to all-of us. Please be assured of my prayers and support.

‘Do write. Iam very concerned and want to know .all that is going on. I talked

also with Monica on the phone. She sounds pretty good, with a little bounce

~in her voice and she is feeling well. Of course she is s very. concerned, but so
are we all. We'll rnuddle through together '

" - Love,

'OFM VANH1
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Robert VanHandel ' - (//\./)
- Page?2 : _
. September 28, 1994 : : K |

life'and also in my life and in the life of the province. In this sense, Robert,
< God is very present with you. And we give great thanks that this strength has
been glven to both of us and to so many friars to move forward '

Mel and Mlke and I plan to have. dinner with Christine sometlme this week
in San Luis Rey. I'm looking forward to it. She’s been a great support, not
simply to you'but to all-of us. Please be assured of my prayers and support.
‘Do write. I am very concerned and want to know .all that is going on. I talked
also with Monica on the phone. She sounds pretty good, with a little bounce

~in her voice and she is feeling well. Of course she is very concerned, butso
are we all. We'll muddle through. together

" - Love,
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' N
\‘ Province Of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakiand California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-397¢

June 22, 1994
Dear Robert,

Just a note to let you how much the Province is concerned about you. Yesterday, I
received many calls about you -- in fact, the Provincial phoned from England to
show his concern. You are loved by your brothers

I'min the office wh11¢.15 on sabbatical. If's nice to know that he can have it
back when he returns in mid-August, I work in the office and live in Danville. If I
leave early enough I can miss the traffic and make good time -- if I have to stay
late, I end up eating at St. E's and dnvmg home around seven.

I'm gradually getting settled in the Bay Area. After 26 years in Fresno it was quxte
tough to leave.

Robelt, please be assured of the prayers of your brothérs and of my own. Know
that you are in our prayers daily. - '

Fraternally,
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\‘ Pm\vmce of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS . 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax {510)536-3970

To: Definitorium
From:

Re: ‘Misconduct Cases
September 8, 1994

Attached please find some documents we need to review at the
"definitorium level.

1. Your opinion 1is asked for with respect to future actions re
Robert Van Handel.

2. Attached is: a. the questions I have posed with respect to the
actions of the Independent Response Team on friar confidentialtiy.

b. the response of an American canonist, David Deibel
to my memcrandum;

c. notes from my conversation in Rome with Gilles
Bourdeau, procurator general. :

In my conversation with the Procurator General, he encouraged us
to develop general procedures which will cover these cases, and
~to attempt to make a contribution to this "frontier issue" in the
law. He will be glad to have any of our.procedures reviewed and

then advocate for us at the Congregations in Rome.
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Province of St. Barbara

- FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland Calfornia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3370

To: Provincial Definitorium
From:
Re: Meeting with Gilles Bourdeau, OFM, Vicar General, on misconduct cases.

September 7, 1994

I. Rober*t VanHandel, OFM
' Q: Because of Canon 1395.2, would we be obliged to dismiss
‘Robert from the fraternity?

The operative words here are, "si casus ferat "and this makes
the institution of the canon dependent on the de0181on of the
minister provincial. Since some ecclesiastical penalties have
already been assessed (e.g. removal of faculties, dlsc1p11nary
regulations about follow:mg aftercare, ovemlght of progress, etc.),
anything further would be dlscretlonaxy Discretionary sanctions,
including dismissal, can be addressed in the following way: .

1. Consult with definitorium: Is it our judgment that Robert
VanHendel should be dismissed from the Order, or is another
action deemed appropriate at this time? If second option,

2. Keep current evaluation of the case, welgh the prudentlal
actions involved; return.periodically to the situation for review
(once a year); mdlcate in the record that the decision is made
at this time for the following reasons, and that there is no intention
here to limit the actions of future definitoriums or provincials.

"We considered dismissal, but it did not seem opportune at this time
(state reasons)...”

[These notes based on conversation with the Viear General, July 12, 1994,
in Rome, JPC] _
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\ Province of St. Barbam

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970 -

November 16, 1994
(dictated Nov. §, 1994)

Robert Van Handel - J30982

Cell # 6233

P O Box 8101

San Luis Obispo CA 93409-8101

Dear Robert,
Peace!

~Thanks so much for your letter to me of November 3rd. I really appreciated
hearing from you. I'm so happy that you're stationed there at the California

Men’s Colony. That's a great gift to you and to us. And I think now that

- things are settling down a bit that we can get in and see each other through
for the long haul. Please remember me in your spare time in those prayers
that you are offering. I appreciate very much your forwarding to me the
chaplain’s card so that I can contact him. And also, I'm really glad that you
are able to see him so frequently. That’s a wonderful opportunity.

I'm sure you're glad to be processed out of Wasco and able to view the train
and the terrain in and around San Luis Oblspo That’s wonderful.

Mel has been gone, of course, for the last about six weeks and he has another
two weeks left. I just sent him a fax bringing him up to date on some of-the
news lest he get too removed from all of us. Anyway, we look forward to his
return. I understand that it has been a very restful time for him. I did tell
him that you have been moved to the California Men’s Colony --- news in

- which he will rejoice also. Mike has talked with Christine and she seems to
be doing fairly well. I just sat down and wrote to Ann and talked with
Monica on the phone about two weeks ago. Everything seems pretty good on
that front. I think Monica is feeling pretty well.

For myself, it’s good to get the regionals over and to stop so much traveling. I
was pushing myself a little bit too much there and I'm glad now for a brief
respite. This coming weekend I'll be in Santa Barbara to visit my mom and
then go down to San Luis Rey for visitation. _’13 making
visitation in the Central Valley. We're trying to establish a new house there
in Delano so everyone can live in a regional house and minister out of it.

, 9€00
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Robert Van Handel
Page 2
November 16, 1994

The community : Arturo, Marco Antonio, Ponchie and Emérito have been
very cooperative. B oing down to look at the new house which they
propose, not too far from the parish complex. I hope that it works out.

Here in the office we’re continuing to make progress on some of the
settlements of the civil suits and I'm fairly optimistic about that. I find the
negotiations with the insurance agents have gone along well. Really, I could
not ask for a better development at this time. So that is fairly good news.

Today is the feast day of Don Duns Scotus. I wish there were some way in
which we could celebrate that a little bit more in the province, as I think the
theology of love which he presents would go a long way toward enabling us
to understand a lot of the things that are happening to us. I want you to
know, Robert, that this vision of Scotus which places love at the center of
reality and brings all of creation into the context of a loving, working God
making us and moldmg us into greater human beings and a beautiful life
with God applies in a particular way and in a special way to you, and to the
way in which you have handled the present situation. I thank you for your
example and ask for your prayers. Please be assured of my continued prayers
and support. :

This letter is just a short update just to let you know I'm thinking of you and
am very grateful for your letter to me. -

Love,
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\ Province of S‘t@ Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

December 12, 1994 : ,
(dictated Nov 22, 1994) @
Robert Van Handel - J30982 @
- Cell # 6233 : : o
. PO Box8101
- San Luis Obispo. CA 93409-8101

-Dear Robert,
Peace and all good!

I wanted to write you this brief note before the Thanksgiving holidays, and
even if you get it a week later, I wanted you to kniow that I was thinking of
you. I think that it’s appropriate - I would like to give thanks to you for your -
presence in my life, for the friendship that you've given, for the trips that
we’ve taken together, for the service that you gave at St. Anthony’s and as my
provincial secretary. I appreciate all of this. And no matter what’s happened,
no matter what water has gone under the bridge, no matter what difficulties
we’ve experienced together, still, it does not outweigh the good and the value
of your life for me. And I want you to know that.

Things in the office have quieted down a little bit as they always do around
these Thanksgiving holidays as the world shuts down. I'm glad that the
world shuts down because it gives us a chance to shut down a bit too.
Tomorrow morning I'm going to leave for Santa Barbara and drive down
there with my sister and then take my mom out to have dinner with my
brothers on Thanksgiving Day. It should be a nice family occasion. It’s always
a little bit difficult to go into Santa Barbara these days as I'm associated with so
many events of the past two years. But it will be nice to see my mom and to
have a good visit with my sister as we travel down together in the car.

-gets back from Australia tomorrow. I'll be eager to see him. I think he’s
had a great time. He sent me a progress report on his trip. You can imagine
it. It was structured in categories with a description of each category, what he
had done in each category, and how he was responding in each category. I
thought it was really quite informative and I was glad that he was able to
share it with me. At the same time I was especially glad to see that he’s happy
to come back and continue on as Provincial Secretary He’s done an
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outstanding job, I think, really, one of the finest we've ever had in the
Province. Anyway, it will be good to have my good friend home.

Mike’s doing fine. We had dinner together in our new house, just the two of
us, the other day. It was a good meal and we spent about an hour and a half
talking. Also I find that as a friend that knows me so well I'm able to discuss a
lot of my own personal issues with him and he’s always ready to give a
willing ear and then to respond in kind. I really appreciate his love and
friendship. '

We are making some progress settling the abuse cases. In fact we've made a
‘good deal of progress the last few weeks. A couple of the insurance
corhpanies have been very cooperative and although it's true we’re entering
into an arrangement with them whereby some of the monies will be coming
out of the province, I'm optimistic that we can reach an equitable solution for
all concerned. And I believe we will be able to extricate ourselves from some
of these difficulties without doing any lasting damage. In fact, as I've
mentioned to you in many letters, there’s been a great deal of fruit borne from
the whole affair.

By this time you’ve certainly found out about Phil Wolfe. It was a real tragic
affair. I was comforted by the thought that Louie called me up after Phil had
taken his life and indicated to me that this had been an outstanding issue. In-
fact, it had been an issue with Phil since his young adulthood, previous to any
ases in Santa Barbara and previous to his involvement with the
gather that-it was something that stemmed way back into his
amily y. He was a very bright man and I think he did great work for

. many people. And yet he was troubled always by these inner demons. In
addition he had a very rigid personality. I understand the friars had a very
good service for him at Huntington Beach. God bless Gus Krumm. He did an
outstanding. pastoral job. I just wrote him a letter congratulating him for this.

. I'was glad he was able to do it. I did not attend as I think it would have been a
lightening rod for some news media and these days I try to avoid that. Most

of the friars seem to be taking the death fairly well, although I'm sure it has
been a real discouragement for some. I hope not so much for you and I hope
you've had somebody to talk with. If there’s anything I can do, don’t hesitate

to ask. _

Thanks for the visiting forms. Il fill them out and hopefully they will be
processed in due time and I'll be able to get to see you sometime in the next
eight weeks or so. At least I'hope so. It will be good to sit down and have a
chat. I like the description of your “digs’ which you offer perlodlcally in your
various letters which I see. It's not exactly the same as mine at Oxford, but
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let's face it, Greyfriars was somewhat of a prison. So we can share that
experience together. - ‘

Please remember me and all the friars in your prayers, Robert. We certainly .
_ remember you continually and let us pray that we might move forward
- together in great wisdom and peace.

Fraternally,

Provincial Minister

OFM VANH 1
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Robert Van Handel - J30982

Cell # 6233

P O Box 8101

San Luis Obispo CA 93409-8101

" Dear Robert,

Peace and all good! Happy Advent! Happy Christmas! May God bless you. I
just wanted to write a short note to let you know that I'm thinking of you and
certainly will be praying for you during the holidays. I hope that by then the
visitor forms come in so that as I pass through the area I may be able to stop
and see you. That would be a wonderful visit. '

We finished the definitorium meeting just after Thanksgiving and this past
week I made a visitation in Albuquerque and then at Tularosa and Mescalero.
The friars ng very well in Tularosa and Mescalero. I think we'll
be asking; ‘to go to Tularosa and I trust that it will work out:
The experiment in.Mescalero continues well. The friars pray together
regularly and their witness among the Native Americans is very good. It
certainly is a very difficult place psychologically. It is very depressing. I hope
that you will pray for them in particular as they try to maintain their hope
and glve witness to the Light in a very dark part of the Natxve American
experience.

Well, I see the 49ers just whipped the San Diego Chargers into proper

. perspective. I di ame on TV as I was up at Hannah Boy's
Center visiting Mary Lyons son Tim, and checking out the place, seeing if all
the rumors I'd t it were true. They are true. [t seems to be very
good. : :

For myself I'm going to stay up here at Christmastime. My mother is coming
up with Peter and we'll have Christmas dinner over at Rosemary’s. 1 would
appreciate it if you could remember my mom in your prayers. She’s have

ing a little bit of a difficult time of it right now and we're discussing whether
or not she should move out of her apartment and into a single room place
connected with some health care. I don’t know how it will develop but Mom
certainly wants to make her own decisions and we want to support her in
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that. It is very difficult to see this. Don’t mention it to anyone, but I just
- would appreciate your prayers.

Everything goes well in the office. The staff is WOrking fine. I think they’re
looking forward to the Christmas holidays. We should have a good time.
Qur staff party:is this coming Saturday.

God bless you, Robert. Please be assured of my continued prayers and love.
By now you’ve heard that Ann Linnehan’s father died. I wrote to her and
heard that she was going to call me. But then Monica called and said that
Ann didn’t want to talk with anybody. You know how Ann is. No doubt
she’ll surface sometime in the future. ,

_ Fraternally, -

Provincial Minister

- N
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F RANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakiand Calfornia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536- 3970

February 8, 1995

Robert Van Handel.- J30982 ' @@

Cell # 6233 ),
P O Box 8101 )
San Luis Obispo CA 93409-8101 = | =

»Devar Robevrt,

Peace and good. Well, the Super Bowl is over; San Diego got whipped. Not
whipped but annjhilated. I suppose it was to be expected to be that way but I
want you to know that yours truly lost ten dollars, two five-dollar bets with
“various individuals. They gave me San Diego plus twenty points. I thought

for sure that San Diego would at least make a game of it. I think they did a

wonderful job getting into the finals and I was particularly happy for Bobby
and Chr1st1ne

- Both Bobby and Christine have been exceedingly gracious to the friars and
particularly to me Il and to Il when we have been at San Luis Rey.
September seems to be our annual get together. I've really enjoyed meeting
your sister. What a wonderful person she is. I know that it is her love and
_ support that has been such a substantial gift to you during these difficult
times.

- I'm glad everything is going well. By now you ve seen Berard and I hope he’s

indicated to you that I still have not heard about my visiting rights. This

bothers me a bit since I know that-was refused. Perhaps I'm refused
simply because I'm Provincial Minister. I do not know, but maybe there’s
something that’s holding the whole thing up, or maybe it just takes a long
time. We'll see.

Things in the province are going fairly well. In terms of yourself, I want you
to know that we have managed to settle quite a few cases, among them the
settlement with the tw
benefit, obviously, to the provin
before, we have also settled with

."If T have not told you this

So this means that in terms of major people to be concerned about, I think
we've taken care of quite a few of them. Obviously we're-not completely out
of the woods yet but I'm fairly optimistic that we’ll be able to negotiate this at

This is of great-

€700
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least by the time I end -office two years from now. Hopefully, even in the next
six months we will be ninety percent out of the woods in terms of any civil
cases that have been brought to bear against the friars. Again, I want to
indicate to you that a sizable number of these cases are not due to anything
that you have done in the past but all of them are spread out among various
members of the fraternity. Surely we must help each other to bear our
burdens. And I think that because we have been helping each other, God has
been gracious and good to us. God will continue to bless us. I count on your
prayers very much.

Life at Arch Street is going fairly well. It’s fun to live with the guys and I
really think it came up for me at a good time in my own life. It feels like a real
house and a real community. It would be nice to have you there to share this.

This is just a short note to bring you up to date a little and to let you know
that I'm thinking of you. God bless you, Robert. Please be assured of my
continued prayers and support. From my understanding, Monica is doing
well. Ann’s father died and so Ann is weathering that experience. It's’
difficult but I'm sure she’s tough and can come through it.

Hope to see you soon

With fraternal love,
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March 2, 1995 |

(dictated Feb 18, 1995) _
"Robert Van Handel - J30982 ' @
Cell # 6233 ‘

P O Box 8101
San Luis Obispo CA 93409-8101

Dear Robert,
Peace and all good.

This is just a short note to thank you very much for the letter which you
sent me on the sixth of February. I have passed on some of the contents to
our attorneys and I am sure it will be very helpful.

Things are going along fairly well in the province. We continue to move
ahead with the case settlements on the one hand. On the other, and more
importantly, we are beginning to see the fruits of all the difficulties that -
we have gone through -- very positive fruits. The friars are coming
together in convocation much more enthusiastically and with a much
greater sense of interdependence and generosity. This is evident every
place I go. I also believe that the fraternity is praying a lot more. Each is
praying for himself and for the others and they are coming together in
daily prayer. There is a real revival of interest in the Spirit. I do not
believe any of this could have been accomplished were it not for the fact
that we have faced the storm and tried to weather it. This includes
yourself God always brings good out of the mistakes we make, as Paul
says in Romans. And I think we can see this to be the true case with our
provmce I'm very optimistic about developments

Most recently we had a facilitator’s meetmg in Danville at which Fran
Ferder and John Heagle came and led a group of sixteen friars through a
process which would enable them to work with local communities in the
discussion of fraternity in mission, particularly in the areas of chastity,
sexuality and intimacy. The meeting was great, one of the best we’ve had
in many years. This week [Illll and I are meeting with all the pastors
and associates to discuss the thirteen parishes we will be releasing in the
future. I hope this meeting is as successful. - Last week also, we had a
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eeting of the Hispanic friars at Mary Help of Christians. It too was very
- positive and upbeat.

I've been encouraged by the Visitations I've done in the Northwest,
Southwest, Las Vegas and Scottsdale.

Thanks so much for your support and prayers, Robert. I'm doing fairly
well. I'm getting a little tired and I don’t have a lot of emotional energy
for all these meetings and engagements but I feel good about the direction
of the province and am beginning to get some distance from all of the
difficulties. I think now, for the first time maybe, I'm able to look
backwards and appreciate at least a little bit of what has happened and the
role’that I have played in it. It hasn’t always been easy, nor have I always
been successful, nor even good at it. But I think something is happenmg

I do look forward to seeing you soon. I'll let you know when I can get
down there. God bless you.

Love,
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FRANCISCAN FRIARS - 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536 3722 Fax (510)536-3970

March 13, 1995

‘Robert Van Handel - ]30982 @@
Cell # 6233 | @ |
P O Box 8101 %
San Luis Obispo CA 93409-8101

Dear Robert,
Peace and all good.

This will just be a short note to kind of bring you up to date. I want you to know
that your provincial minister is now 50 years old! I know that is hard to believe
from your perspective and that of Mike Doherty. But it is true. Of course with 50
comes certain rights: the right to make judgments.on others; the right of the gift of .
wisdom; the right to be served; the right to take vacations when and where one
wants; the right to take nothing all that seriously. At least I'd like to think it was -
this way. But of course it isn’t. In these fifty years I think I've learned a few things
and mostly I simply am very appreciative for the love and friendship that so many
people have given me. Yours is among them. And I wanted to send you this thank
you note in honor of all the great support you've given me over so many years. I
know these last years have been difficult, Robert, and perhaps you’ve questioned
your own contribution. But as I have told you many times, love has no bounds and
deep waters cannot quench love. We will move through whatever happens
together. o

What a great party yesterday! I went up to Mary Lyons’ house and there was a
surprise there composed of many different people. Among them, of course, Mary,
‘my sister, Terry and Chris Wenzl, Larry and Liz Schafer, _my
friend from Southern California, Fran Campbell and Giles. It was a great time. I
really enjoyed it and would recommend it for everyone!

The province seems to be perking along fairly well. We have settled most of our
cases with respect to St. Anthony’s. Theﬁ case is still outstanding. I will
certainly keep you posted. I appreciate very much your response to my inquiries.

Yes, I thank you for sending me pérmission to come visit you which I will do
probably in the month of April. I'll try to arrange it through Albie. I know that
we’ll have a good time and a good conversation. I do look forv_vard to it.

OFM VANH 1
0047



Page two _
March 13, 1995

Robert Van Handel @@E

The Definitorium meeting is just a week from now in Scottsdale, Arizona. Between
now and then we have a meeting of the Guardians and Vicars at San Juan Bautista
and the Southwest Regional and two more birthday parties. It should be an exciting
week.

I'm gléd to hear that you are learning so much about computing and accounting.
This will enable us to - like Scrooge in the comic strip -- sit down and count the
coins, toss them in the air and you can add them all up.

God bless you, Robert. I hope you are having a very grace-filled and hopeful Lent.

Fraternally with love,

Provincial Minister
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\ Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970
April 11, 1995

. Robert Van Handel - [30982
'California Men'’s Colony East #5197
P O'Box 8101 .
San Luis Obispo CA 93409-8101

. Dear Robert,
Peace and good. Happy Easter!

Things are going along fairly well in the province, Robert. The program we put together called
“Fraternity in Mission” which will require the friars to meet in clusters and local community groups to
discuss friendship, communication and other things has been very well accepted. In the last eight
weeks we've had about five provincial meetings involving Hispanics, pastors, guardians and vicars,
facilitators plus three of the regionals. All of the meetings have gone exceptionally well. In fact [
would say there’s more interest and activity going on in the province now than | have seen in many,
many years. | think we are finally coming together in new ways and with new vitality. I mean this in
all honesty and | simply don't think it’s the vision of a myopic provincial minister.

For myself I just returned from Milwaukee, having re-entered the ranks of historians. I gave a talk at
the Spring meeting of the American Catholic Historical Association on the History of Contemplative
Prayer. [t seemed to go over fairly well. I think there were one or two people in the audience who
understood what I was talking about and the rest, well -—- it was probably too much theology and too
much history. Either that or | simply wasn’t clear. As you know, I've been working in this kind of
esoteric field for so many years now that I kind of take it for granted and sometimes the people get lost.
At any rate it was good to see a lot of friends and [ do think the work I did present was faxrly well
accepted. It's nice to retum to the Society at least in a more active way.

I’'m going down to visit my mother at Eastertime. Sometime in the next six weeks or so [ hope to get
down to San Luis Obispo so we can have a good long visit. The settlement of the cases moves along well
and | want you to know that all the cases involving yourself have been settled as of this date. [ am not
anticipating new ones, but let us continue to pray that nothing may surface.

Please remember all of us in your prayers, Robert, particularly myself. [ very much depend on the

witness that you give and am very ;. ateful for the offering of your prayers and hopes for the good of .
the province. I hope the family is weli Be assured of my love and support.

. G
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Account Number:

VANHANDEL R M

7103725 Sort Code: 30-10-04
: ABINGDON
Telephone: 01235 5264466

3 04100~5 1004 Facsimile: 01235 555089

R M VANHANDEL ESQ
1712 EUCLIO AVE

BERKELEY

CALIFORNIA 94709

USA

1IN 2X

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT AT 7 DAYS NOTICE - EXCEPT BY CASHPOINT

-

0s

Debit Rates

INTEREST RATES WHICH APPLY ON 26APR95
Credit Rates (Gross)

Dep
Deposit Rate Gross

If any of your Lloyds Bank cards are lost or stolen phone:

Our 24 Hour Freephone lLine : 0800 585300
From Abroad Dial UK Code + : 1702 366272

The items and balance shown should be verifled. Any interest rates shown are the rates in force only on the date shown. Details of all other rateg and calculations of

any interest charged are available on request to your branch.

7



<00

I HNVA NWAO

Statement of Account 1IN 2X 90S
Sheet No. 20 ‘

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT AT 7 DAYS NOTICE - EXCEPT BY CASHPOINT

Account Number: 7103725 Sort Code: 30-10-06
VANHANDEL R M : ABINGDON

Telephone: 01235 526466

3 06100-5 1006 Facsimile: 01235 555089

R M VANHANDEL ESQ
1712 EUCLIO AVE
BERKELEY
CALIFORNIA 94709
USA

All entries to 27APR95 inclusive are complete When overdrawn marked OD
[Date Particulars Paymenis Receiptis ance
' BE 1288 56 | %

1995 _ Opening Balance
TOTAL PAYMENTS/RECEIPTS . NIL; - NIL

The items and balance shown should be verificd. Any interest tates shown arc the rates in force only on the date shown. Details of all other rates and calculations of
any interest charged arc available on request to your branch, )
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Account Number: 7103725
VANHANDEL R M

.3 064100-5 1004
R M VANHANDEL EsSQ
1712 EUCLID AVE
BERKELEY .
CALIFORNIA 94709
UsaA .

Sort Code: 30-10-04
ABINGDON .

1W

Telephone: 01235 526466
Facsimile: 01235 555089

ANNUAL INTEREST SUMMARY

This summary details credit interest earned on this account during the tax
vear ending on the 5 April 1995 to help you complete your tax return.

I¥ you wish to reclaim tax deducted, the Inland Revenue will require a Tax
Deduction Certificate which your branch will be pleased to supply.

TAX YEAR _ 6 APRIL1996 - 5 APRIL1995

Gross Interest Paid (no tax deducted) Nil '
Gross Interest (before tax) £2.02
Tax Deducted £0.50
Net Interest Paid £1.52

Please note: If your account has changed from joint to sole or vice versa
during the last tax vear vou may need to refer to your statements to help
you work out the amount of interest and tax paid by each person.

The items and balance shown should be verified, Any interest rates shown are the rates in force only on the date shown, Details of all other rates and caiculations of

any interest charged are available on request to your branch.
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Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (51.0)536-3970

' July 12,1995

Robert Van Handel - J30982 , : l y

California Men’s Colony East #5197
P O Box 8101 ‘
San Luis Obispo CA 93409-8101

‘Dear Robert,

It was great to see you recently' I was very gratified to know that your health is
basically good and that you're receiving fair treatment af the facility. Please be assured
always of my prayers and support.

Thanks very much for your followup letter. I will wait to hear from the person so that
we might discuss some of the issues in more detail. I appreciate very much your
openness and willingness to explore some of these areas.

I know that any plans for the future are difficult to consider for yourself and also for
me. But mostly for yourself. Please be assured, Robert, always, of my love and
support. We will try to do the best we can. I think you and I both recognize we are in
very different positions with different responsibilities. But both of us have a desire to

- do what is best for the other. Iso much appreciate your openness in speaking with me.
After talking with a few more people I will get aback to'you. In the meantime, I would
appreciate it if you have any more reflections on opbons you could pass them on.

We had a great Fourth of July. IR} and -and I went down to éat dmner at 7th St
with Giles, Ben Innes and Tommy King who had just returned from Guatemala. It was
just a very relaxing time and I thoroughly enjoyed it. '

Did I tell you also that I managed to go to Cambria the week after I saw you at San Luis
Obispo? ' I had a good time there just viSiting and walking on the beaches. T also
managed to go visit Hearst Castle for a morning. It was more 1mpresswe than I had
remembered it.

The summer has slowed things down a little bit. At least that’s my perception. If you
talk wiﬂ-/ou might get another one. But he’s always afraid that when I say things
are slowed down, they begin to speed up. As you might imagine, he believes that my
word is the curse of death for himself and most other people around here! But we get

- along well and I'm very grateful stxll that he’s the Provincial Secretary. You knm\ o
that is, Robert.
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-seems to be doing fairly well. I've talked with him about gomg to visit you and
I'm sure that he’s moving to arrange that as quickly as possible. I know that you and I
had a very good visit and he is eager for the two of you to speak together. He had to go
down south because his niece was having some dlfflculnes But he's returned now and
seemns to be in a fairly good space. '

Not much other news. 1I'm still negotiating, would you believe it, Wlth the bishop in
Los Angeles over the property at St. Joseph’s. That seems to go on and ori. We thought
we had it all wrapped up about a month ago but the diocese backed out of the plan over
which we had labored for several months and to which they had previously agreed. -It
just shows that it's the big rock-little rock thing. As my brother told me years ago, little
rocks --- that is, ourselves, don’t play with big rocks -- that is the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles because the ultimate result is that one or the other turns into powder. Well,
I'm doing m'y best but we’ll see what happens.

We've IlOthlEd all the bishops now in places that we're gomg to pull out of in a yearor a
year and a half. Most of them have been very receptive to what we’ve had to say. It's
my hope that the province can continue with its plan so that it can expand into more
creative ventures in the future. Let’s pray that this happens.

Robert I want you to know how dependent we are on your prayers and support and
really want to offer you mine. May God bless you.

Love,
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ovince of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 341h Avenue Oakland Callfornia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

March 4, 1996

Robert Van Handel - J30982
California Men’s Facility - 1215u
P. O. Box 2000 .

Vacaville, CA 95696-2000

Dear Robert,
Peace and all good.

How wonderful to receive your last couple of letters in the last two weeks or so. 1
very much appreciate hearing from you. In addition, of course, I've talked to Fay
and understand that the difficulties with your medicine have been worked out.
At least, I hope so. That's wonderful. Please be assured always of my continued
prayers and support.

I very much appreciate your referring to some of the things that I've done. I
found this very supportive, Robert. I had forgotten about some of the things you
mentioned. - Certainly, when Monica called me up about the difficulty in
receiving those materials from Santa Barbara, I was somewhat stunned and I was
glad that she did call me up and that I was able to give her the advice simply to
discard it. Robert, we have enough things to deal with: You and I don’t have to
deal with all this other nonsense created by people.: Certainly, Monica is a great -
and faithful friend and loves you very much and I'm very, very happy for that.

The convocation went superbly, as you might imagine. Yours truly even did a
song and dance at the end. That may have been the most stunning experience
~ for most of the friars! They had never seen my personality come out in that
fashion. Well, too bad! They’ve missed a great thing!! They don’t know my
Mom who has a real silly nature and my Dad who had a rather bizarre sense of
humor." Couple that with my histrionics and you never know what’s going to
happen. ' ‘

Thmgs seem to be going along fairly well in the Province. I was very pleased, as I
mentioned, with the convocation.  Of course, maybe they’re going along well
- because I'm looking forward to going to England. It will be good to see Monica
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and Anne and I anticipate a }oyfuI reunion when [ get off the plane No doubt,
we will spend some time talking about yours truly, but be assured it will be
uplifting and supportive. :

I still want to get up there for a visit. As you are aware, I do need to continue to
talk to you about some issues. I am very sorry that my last visit was so disturbing
to you. It's just very hard to know how to approach all of these questions. On
the other hand, I want to assure you of my continued love and support always.
And I do really believe that God's grace has been at work in this whole process,
Robert, and good has been brought out of the harm that has been done. Good for
yourself, good for the friars, good for families. In addition, there is all the good
that has surrounded your work and ministry from the beginning. In the long
run, when our dear God looks at us, He sees the good that we do and the good
that we are. He does the same for you and I hope, and know, the same for me.
We can all deal only in the best way that we can. Ialways remeinber one of the

letters I read from Finbar after he died in which he wrote to the Provincial -

‘Minister and said: “I know that when I come before my Maker, He will not ask
me what I accomplished or what I did. He will simply say, did you try? Andl
will be able to answer with all my heart, I tried”. That quotation keeps coming
back to me in my own work and [ pass it on to you with the assurance that we
remain brothers together.

Fratemally,-

Provincial Minister
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IL MINISTRO GENERALE
DELL' ORDINE DEI FRATI MINORI

February 9, 1996

Robert Van Handel-J 30982
California Medical Center-P230u
P.O. Box 2000
- Vacaville, CA 95696-2000 -
USA

Dear Robert,

I noted your change of address in the recent issue of FRIARS NEWS and thought that |
would drop you a line.

Please me assured of my prayerful support during your time of difficulty. Bob Karris
has kept me informed of what's been happening, and he, too, sends his prayerful best
wishes. ’

| know that you have the support of the brothers of your Province and that you are
sustained by their love and concern.

For our part we take each day at a time as we prepare a major document on
Evangelization for the entire Order and also make preparations for the General Chapter
~to be held in Assisi May 4-25, 1997. From Feb. 12-24 the General Council and | will be
in session during what we call our tempo forte or days of intensive meetings when
everyone must be present.

Let us continue to pray for one another.

Bro. Hermann Schaltick, OFM ,
Minister General
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Third Party Privacy Rights -

Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS . 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94501 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

May 23, 19%

Robert Van Handel - J30982
California Mens Faahty 1215u
TP.0. Box 2000

Vacaville, CA 95696-2000

Dear Robert,'
| Peace and all good.

Thanks so much for your letter of April 29th. Let me wish you with thls
letter a happy Ascension day and a most glorious Pentecost. I pray that the
Holy Spirit who is, after all, God’s gift of love to us, might continue to bind
you more strongly to your sister, your family, your friends, the friars, myself,
and all those who love you and want to support you. Thanks very much for
your last letter, Robert, which I found most encouragmg '

I know that the situation in which you find yourself is not easy, not easy at
‘all. I can’t imagine doing it myself. I want you to know that I want to be very
supportive. At the same time, we know that there are certain things that we
need to discuss and look at most directly. I know that we. will be able to do
this in the best way possible. I do think our sjtuation at Santa Barbara has
cooled down immensely. We are in the last stages of settling a few more cases
and I think this has all been able to happen because of the prayers of so many
people and the help of so many lay collaborators. At the same time, I want
you to know that I think your own witness, in terms of prayer, perseverance
and acceptance of your sittiation, also has contributed to our settlement. God
works in mysterious ways, Robert, and we are all part of a piece. If we all died
together, we also all live together I want you to know this. ’

For my_self, ob\nously I'm beginning to be a little bit in transition and the
anxiety level is raising a little bit. Things are going along fairly well in the
Province and I feel good about what we’ve been able to accomplish and the
place in which the friars find themselves. Currently, I would ask for your
ho continues to decline from cancer, for Father
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" Third Party Privacy Rights

|l who has had his stomach removed because of cancer and is now
- awaiting further tests to see if the cancer has spread to other parts of his body.
Right now the prognosis is fairly good, but we will know more about this next -
week. In addition, we have numerous other friars who. are very sick. Father
s recovering from some chemotherapy which has made him
very weak. Bob Williams is about the same. He showed up at the 7th Street
end of the school year party this afternoon and looked pretty good. Father
Sigmund Snyder, who we just moved to Arizona because of Alzheimer’s
disease, suddenly passed away on Friday. His funeral will be conducted by
Finian on Monday. He was a good friar and did outstanding work,
particularly in Sacramento and Los Angeles. One of the ‘early ones to be
bilingual in Spanish. I, myself, will be leaving early tomorrow morning for
Provincial visitation in Tularosa, Mescalero. Fortunately, Warren’s going -
along, so that will give us a chance to’visit.

I'm thinking about doing a renewal course in Rome after I get out of office in
January. In the meantime, between now and then, there’s quite a bit to pick
up. I'll keep you posted more in the future, Robert, and I do look forward to
~our next visit." Be assured of my prayers and support, always :

Love,
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L\‘ Province of St. Barbara
‘FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3370

August 7, 1996

Robert Van Handel, OFM - J30982
California Men's Facility - [215u
P.O. Box 2000

Vacaville, CA 95696-2000

Dear Robeft,
Peace and all good.

This is just a short note to thank you for your last letter. I very much
appreciate your concern for me and your response to the situation. - We're
trying to handle the C.E. matter in the best way possible. The lawyer we had .
on the other cases, who was excellent, has agreed .also to defend us in this
situation. 1 cannot give you any update on it, as it’s still too early. But, I'm
sure that, if history is any indication, we will be able to move this in a
constructive direction.

[ am also'sorry for the pain, OBviously, that this is causi.ng'you. Please be
assured always of my prayers and support.

['m glad you had a good visit with your parents. I had a great lunch with
Christine and it was so good for the two of us to meet again. I think when

we're down at San Luis Rey [Jjand B -d | will call her up and see what
we can do together You have a wonderful sister.

Keep the faith, Robert. I hope sometime in the next six or eight weeks to get
- 'up to Vacaville to visit you. Obviously, there are some things we need to talk
about, but I'm sure we can do this in the most personal and encouraging way
possible. | thank you so much for your witness to the faith and your
continued kindness and outreach to myself. As | have mentioned to you
many times, yes, these are difficult situations; yes, they do cause a good. deal
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of suffering for everyone involved. | am grateful for the protection of God
and the leadership of the Holy Spirit and the support of the friars and for your
cooperation and good will towards me. These far outweigh any of the
disadvantages and pains that might occur. I'm glad that I am in this situation
to be able to help, in some small way, a friend. God bless you, Robert.

Fraternally,
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Province of St Barbara |

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 - (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

October 8, 1996

Robert Van Handel - J30982
California Men'’s Facility - 1215u
P.O. Box 2000

Vacaville, CA 95696-2000

- Dear Robert,
Peace and all good.

I'm off to Dayton for the Provincials” meeting, and from there to Minneapolis
for the weekend, and then to the Southwest Regional. I'll be back in about 10
days. I did want to write you a short note to say how much I enjoyed seeing
you. You look so much better than the last time and I was so grateful to hear
_that you feel pretty good about your situation. I want you to know that I
continue to pray for you and am always concerned for your welfare. -

I also appreciated the spirit with which we had our discussion. It was most
helpful to me, Robert, and I will do my best, always, to support you and I can
assure you that the friars will continue to care for you and support you in
‘whatever way we can. The fact that we would be able to move forward to
establish a solid base of friendship and fraternity, even 1f in a different way, is
exceedingly 1mportant to me.

I just finished dedicating the center at Old Mission San Luis Rey.. It’s called
the Junipero Serra Center and it holds about 1,200 people. It would hold 900
for asit down dinner. It's beautiful. On either side of the huge auditorium,
which is shaped somewhat like a gymnasium, but done extremely tastefully,
are two murals - one representing the men of the Americas and the other
- representing the women of the Americas. Pictured among these peoples. is
Father A]fred Boeddeker, of course, and Jumpero Serra in addition to Martm
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Luther King and Cesar Chavez and others. Unfortunately, they did not put
up Francisco Palou. Among the women is Kateri Tekawitha and Mother
Seton and Dorothy Day. " I think you would love it. I was just really

impressed when I had the first Mass there this morning. - '

I've heard from Monica. It looks like she’ll be out the end of February,

beginning of March. I do look forward to seeing her. She sounds like she’s
“doing very well in Washington, DC. :

God bless you, Robert. |

Love,
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\ . vamce of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS - 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

To: Robert Van Handel, OFM
From: Frman
RE: response to letter of Jul. 20 1997

July 22, 1997
Dear Robert,

Thope this letter finds you well. Thanks so very much for your letter of July
20%,

Everybody’s gone. I’m alone in the office and it’s a good time to answer your
letter. At times this life is calm and easy — at others --- it is hectic and quite
difficult. Tomorrow I leave for Santa Barbara for Theophane’s funeral. Giles
died. Bede is quite ill. So many of our heroes are aging and coming close to
death!

- On the other hand, the young friars are doing wonderful things.
MarcoAntonio, for example, is the new pastor at St. E’s and is really taking
charge. He’s painting the offices, landscaping the front of the house, and _
really making the place look different. The people are responding to him quite
~ positively. It’s good to see.

Mike D. got back from his world- jo'ur'ney'. He lost some wei ghf and looks
fine. He’s genuinely happy with his new change. I will miss him. We played
a lot of golf together and had many good talks.

At the end of September I plan to go to Ireland for the English Speaking
conference. It’ll be my first time so I’'m planning to leave a little early to
enjoy some of the sights and perhaps to touch “roots” there. I’ll consider it
my vacatlon
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Robert, thanks for your tolerance in reading this stream of consciousness

_account of the life and times of Jj Please know that I think of you and
pray for you. Know, too, that there are many friars who ask about you with
fratemal affection. : :

. Take care. I enjoy yoﬁr letters.

Fraternall
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Third Party Privacy Rights

STATE OF CALIFORNIA : e T __ DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION

VISITING QUESTIONNAIRE ;L/Q"“ AR
@l

READ CAREFULLY. Piease print or type. The information requested will be used by officials of the Department of Corrections to determin
whether your application will be approved or disapproved. The information:provided will be maintained in a file pertaining to the inmate.

In sccordance with the Privacy Actof 1 974 (PL93-579), providing your Social Security number is optional. Any omission or falsification on thi
questionnaire may be cause for denial of visiting. Please mail this form directly to the visiting office of the institution where the inmate i
‘confined.

. m&mvzvouw»movsn . ‘ y
| Toberl, I/Qn //anc/e/
Wﬂﬂw-'+_— umv:v'oumwmwumafso. UST.

PTHPLACE Y. — STATE, COUNTRY}
Phoenix /r/ Zon. AV
IOENTIFICATION CARD ANG ISSUNG STATE €. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER (ormmu_

San?;mas s (4| )0

A, F DIFFERENT THAN RESIDENCE ADDRESS, PRESENT MAILNG ADDRESS arny : STATE

5. PREVIOUS ADORESS (No. snd WITHIN PAST TWO YEARE (S STATE 7% CODE

- SanDamiane Ke > PoBox 7677 Danville | | CA4 | 9#52¢

I awm \ML Sul'aeb"lov" o‘F‘I‘&L _Fvamscan 'F;an‘S‘ OTP Ca.j | {

10, IVISIT (OR RAVE VISITED) ANOTHER INMATE(S] N A CALIFORMNA PRISON.

m Dvss\ It Yes, complets hem 10A.‘Attach additional sheet if more than two inmates,

SOA.  INMATE'S NAME NUMBER INSTITUTION WHERE YOU VISIT INMATE RELATIONSHIP TO INMATE

T, WAVE YOU EVER DEEN ARRESTED O CONWICTED OF A CRWIET M )
no v

Hyes, complete tem 1 1A. Listall arrests and/or convictions. Failure to list all arrests muyr&sultin denial of visiting. Attach additional sheets if necessat
1A OFFENSE APPROXIMATE DATE ) DISPOSTIION/ DISMISSED, PROBATION, JAIL. PRISON

CONTINLIED ON BACK
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, FILE
\ I Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue  Oakland California 94601 (4!5)535 -3722 Fax (415)536-3970

Robert Van Handel, OFM May 18, 1990
St. Anthony Semlnary .

2300 Garden St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

Dear Robert:
Peace and all good!

I hope that the Spirit blesses you in abundance during this Pentecost
Season. ’ . .

It was good meeting with you when I was down in Santa Barbara, Robert.
Thanks very much for your support. I really appreciate it. I'm very happy
that you're able to go to England this summer, as I think it will be good
for the boys and I think the vacation will be excellent for you Please
give my love to our friends.

There were many issues which came up at our last Provincial Council
meeting, and we had a long discussion with the finance council with respect
to the education fund. I believe that our discussion certainly laid the

- groundwork whereby we would be able to make a decision with respect to the
property at the Casa in Santa Barbara. At this time I would like to say
that we have made no decision. I would like to discuss the issue of those:
properties with the finance council between now and July in detail, and
then get back to you with a specific recommendation after the July meeting.
I believe that the education fund now is completely depleated and we are
deficit spending in that area. In addition, the costs.are escalating. I
think I've really got to come up with a single plan that is going to cover
all eventualities, touching not only the property in Santa Barbara, but
other properties which-we have in order to maintain our current fiscal
stability in the area of education. 8So, I ask you patience in this matter.
I thank you for all the hard work you've done, and I'm sorry for any
inconvenience that my latest vascillation has caused. The truth is that
the situation is much more difficult than I had anticipated.

I hope to see you before you leave, Robert. Again, thanks for everything.
Fraternally, -
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13 JULY - WEDNESDAY (1)
)12.301T68-PM  arrive at St. Anthony's; load bus

I e leave for LAX
3 %66 arrive LAX
540 TWA #_?60, non stop to London

19 JULY - THURSDAY (2)
12:00PM  arrive London, Heathrow
3.00 ©  arrive Abingdon: Our Lady’s Convent School
' Radley Road
Abingdon, Oxon 0X14-3PS
England
telephone: 011-44-235- -520075

get settied, relax & play

5:30 tea _
630 . choirpractice
8:00 showers

Q:00 bedtime

20 JULY - FRIDAY (3)
3-:00 breakfast

3:00 choir practice

10:30 play time

1200 - lunch.

1:00 quiet time

2:00 recreation: walk along Thames in Abingdon
‘ * (small groups)
4.30 choir practice

5:30 tea

6:30 recreation

8:15 showers

Q.00 ‘bedtime
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~ JULY 21 - SATURDAY (4)

8:00
3:.00
10:30
12:00
- 100
2:00
5:00
7:30
8:15
9:.00

breakfast
choir practice
play time

~ lunch

quiet time
Leave for Oxford (small groups)

attend Evensong at Christ Church

supper
showers

bedtime

JULY 22 - SUNDAY (5)

800

9:00
10:00
12:00
[:00
2:00
4:00
4:15
4:30
6:.00

- 700
730

8:15

Q:00

breakfast

choir practice

Mass at Convent m Abingdon
lunch

quiet time

leave for Oxford

meet at Christ Church

vest In cassocks

choir practice at Christ Church
Evensong

coach to Abingdon

supper
showers
bedtime
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JULY 23 - MONDAY (6)

8:00
9:00

1.00

8:15
Q00

breakfast

coach to London (sack 1unches)

tour London in small groups (supper)

meet coach at Westminster Abbey, return to
Abingdon.

showers

bedtime

JULY 24 - TUESDAY (7)

8.00
Q:00
Q:30

[2:00

1:30

3:00
4:30
- 230
6:30

730

8:30
9.00

breakfast

pack & clean school

load coach

leave for Lichfield

arrive in Lichfield - Llchﬁeld Cathedral School
The Palace
Lichfield ,

Staffordshire, WS13 7LH
England
telephone: 011-44-543-263326 -

- choir practice

vest & practice in cathedr‘al
Evensong

supper

recreation

showers

bedtime

JULY 25 - WEDNESDAY (8)

7:30
745
3:30

g:15 -
10:30

12:00

wake up

“boys practice

breakfast
choir practice
play time

~ lunch
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2:30

quiet time, followed by recreation

3:30 showers & snack
4:20 ~ practice in cathedral
5:30 Evensong
D:30 supper & play time
845 bedtime
JULY 26 - THURSDAY (9)
SAME SCHEDULE AS ABOYE
JULY 27 - FRIDAY (10)
_ SAME SCHEDULE AS ABOVE
JULY 28 - SATURDAY (11)
SAME SCHEDULE AS ABOVE
JULY 29 - SUNDAY (12)
730  wakeup
745 boys practice
8:30 breakfast
9:15 choir practice
10:30 Eucharist in cathedral
12:00 lunch
[:00 quiet time or recreation
2:15 choir practice
- 3:30 ~ Evensong in cathedral
4:30 play time
.30 supper & recreation
8:15 showers
G:00 bedtime
JULY 30 - MONDAY (13)
8:00 breakfast & clean school
© 930 load coach
- 10:00 leave for Wales
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200 arrive Rhos on-Sea: St. Mary’'s College
: Rhos-on-Sea
Colwyn Bay
North Wales LL28 4NR
. - Great Britain
telephone: 011-44-492- 4477?
_ | -get settled; play time
$:00 supper & recreatlon
815 showers
- Q00 bedtime

JULY 31 - TUESDAY (14)

8:.00 breakfast

9:00 choir practice

10:15 leave for Conway Castle {(small groups)
4:00 meet coach at Conway Castle

4:30 arrive St. Asaph's Cathedral
. 6:00 Evensong

700 coachto Rhos-on-Sea

- 730 supper
8:15 showers

| Q:00 bedtime

" AUGUST 1 - WEDNESDAY (15)

8:00 breakfast

200 seaside wa]ks & shoppmo (small groups)
600 supper
7:00 choir practice

- 815 showers

9:00 bedtime

AUGUbT 2 - THURSDAY (16)
8:00 breakfast; pack; clean school
Q.20 load coach
1000 leave for Holyhead, Wales
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215 ferry boat to Dublin

6:50 arrive 1n Dublin; Joad coach
720  leave for Cork, Ireland
1200 arrive Cork; lodging in

St.Fin Barre's choir schootl:
Rochelle House
0Old Blackrock Road
Cork
Republic of Ireland
telephone 011-353-21-964774
(or) 966460

AUGUST 3 - FRIDAY (17}

9:00 breakfast

10:00 leave for Blarney Castle & ¥oolenMills
- 400 " return to Cork

6:00 supper

7:00 attend Evensong at cathedral

8:15 showers

900  bedtime

AUGUST 4 - SATURDAY (18)
800 breakfast

- 900 choir practice
10:30 play time
1200  lunch
1.00 quiet time
200 trip to Cobh Cathedral; sing Mass; coach back
700 ' supper
8:15 showers & bedtime

AUGUST 5 - SUNDAY (19)
' 8:00 breakfast
Q.00 choir practice
11:15  Eucharist at St. Fin Barre's Cathedral
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12:30 “lunch
1:30 quiet time
2:30 play time
4.00 showers & practice
530 supper
615 cassocks & practice
700 Evensong -
9.00 bedtime
AUGUST 6 - MONDAY (20)
8.00 breakfast
8:30 pack; clean school
9:30 load coach
10:00 leave for Limerick
00 arrive Yilliers House
North Circular Road
Limerick
ireland
- telephone: 011-353-61-51447
2:00 play time; shopping, etc.
5:00 supper '
7.00 recreation
8:15 showers
- 900 ‘bedtime
AUGUST 7 - TUESDAY (21)
- Bl15 breakfast
6:45 load coach -
7:00 leave for Shannon airport
9:00 AerLingus #142toLondon .
10:20 arrive London, Heathrow
11:30 TWA #761 non-stop to Los Angeles
2:35 arrive LAX; customs; coach to SB.

6:00

arrive Santa Barbara
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\\ Province of St, Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS - 1500 34th Avenue Oakiand California 94601 (415)536-3722 Fax (415)536-3970

August 14, 1990

. Robert Van Handel, OFM
St. Anthony's Seminary
2300 Garden Street
Santa Barbara, California 93105

-Dear Bob:

Enclosed please find a letter which I have sent to Mike Doherty, who has
volunteered to chair a committee for an evangelization center at Old
Mission Santa Barbara. I believe the letter speaks for itself. On behalf of
the Definitorium, I would like to request your presence on this committee
as I believe that you could contribute a great deal to it.

Thanks very much for considering this. I trust that you will contact Mike
or that he will be able to contact you as to your participation.

' Fratemalli,

encls.

Ll ens pewt To
f«’ [/ /Z»?L /ﬁlquwO_,L

Sl /74/1,¢¢¢
__/&444,5 /‘/)sz('_,a ale |
£ Ly paae OFM VANH 1
Fal oyt 0077



FILE
\‘ Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRlARS_ 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (415)536-3722 Fax (415)526-3970

Robert Van Handel, OFM : Oct. 10, 1990
St. Anthony Seminary :
2300 Garden St.

Santa Barbara, Ca. 93105

A.Dear Robert:

Peace and all good!

Enclosed, please find a memo which I have given to Lupe Aceves
about the St. Anthony Seminary budget and different accounts. You
will see my recommendations in there which I think are sufficient
summary of what we discussed at that time. Again, Robert, I would
like to thank you very much for your help in this matter, and for
your cooperation. I think this will go a long way toward helping
both the Province and keeping St. Anthony's on an even keel. We
believe that you are managing the monies very properly, and I'm
very grateful there is someone like ycu in the position.

Fraternally,

OFM VANH 1
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Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakiand Califormia 94601 (415)536-3722 Fax (415)536-3970

Robert Van Handel, OFM Ooct. 10, 1990
St. Anthony Seminary : ~

2300 Garden St.
Santa Barbara, Ca.

Dear Robert:

Peace and all good!

It was good talking

you so much for the:

about the financial
congratulate you on

93105

with you last week, and I really want to thank
openess .of the conversation, particularly

‘situation at St. Anthony's. I want. to

getting the whole institution through a very

difficult period. Really, Robert, I think the Province is
tremendously in debt to you. Thank you very much.

I want to write a formal note giving approval to your request and
that of the Middle School to extend the contract to the upper

portion of the west
arranging this.

Fraternally,

wing, and to 1996. Thank; very much for:
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st.anthony’s seminary high school

8 November 1990

Dear Members of the Definitorium,

| am coming to you with. a familiar request at an awkward
‘time. | would like permission to go to England in the late
summer or early autumn of 1991, This is the occasion of
sister Monica Sheehy's twenty-fifth jubilee as a Sister of
- Mercuy. ‘ ‘ :

~Just this past summer | was in England, Wales, and Ireland
with the Santa Barbara Boys Choir. For myself, | would not
request permission again so immediately. Certainly | would
enjoy going io England, but | am really asking for Sr. Monica
more than for myself. The jubilee is immensely important to
her and the Rbingden community. !t is seen not only as a
major celebration of twenty-five years, but as an

-~ affirmation of her vocation as a Sister of Mercy. She has
asked me to be the major celebrant at her Jubilee Mass when
~she will renew her promises. It would be difficult to
overestimate how much this means to her. As Sr. Monica is
one of my closest friends and has been a great support to
me, | cannot refuse her. She would understand only that we
did not care enocugh.

. 1 do not know the exact date of the jubilee celebration. It
will probably be in the late summer, or early autumn, perhaps
at the school's midterm break in October. | would hope to
spend my vacation in England at that time.

Thank you for your consideration of this request,

Fraternally, Q’M L ; / OFM VANK

franciscan friars s 2300 garden street B santa barbara m california = 931035



FKADC!SCAD FRIDKS
~ PRYVINCEF SAINT BAKBAKA

TRAVEL FORM

To help the Provincial and the Definitorium with regard to travel requests,

please fill out this form and return it to the Provmcaal Office, Attn: The Secretary

of the Province.

NB The Guardian can give permission to travel within the United States (PS, 21).
' ThlS form is for travel overseas.

4. Name_ROBERT VAN HANDEL _

Destination__ENGLAND

Dates: Departure Return ’
please see accompanying letter

Purpose of Travel:

> @

- Jubilee Trip
Continuing Education
Central American Pilgrimage
Vacation outside the US
Assisi Experience

‘Visit to Family

Lead a pilgrimage

Member of a pilgrimage
Other: sister's Jubilee

R N St g Nt
ey gy gy, ey
st Syt St Vgt

5. Estimated Cost:___$1,000

6. Source(s) offundmg vacation allowance & private dopations

from family & friends

7. “Travel History:
a. . When was the last time you travelled outside the US?_summer 1990

Where did you go? England. Ireland

For what purpose-?. Santa Barbara Bovs Choir

b. Have you previously been to the place where you are askmg to go’?
yes :
C. What has been your international travel in the last five years?

List dates and places:
1987 - Switzerland & England - SBBC

1990 - Eneland & Ireland - SRBRC

(Rev. 2/89)

1500 Thigy - fourth) Averrie | A1 Pévmcn\lMlmsf -
X, (415) 5363122
Oakland. CA. 94601 OFM VANH 1 | Frovinenal Office (445) 536-1266
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FILE

Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (415)535-3722 Fax (415)536-3970

Robert Van Handel, OFM November 20, 1990
St., Anthony Seminary :

2300 Garden St. '

‘Santa Barbara, Ca. 93105

Dear Robert:

Peace and all good!

Happy Thanksgiving. It's been good talking to you the last couple
of days. Thanks so much for your support and understanding.

" Robert, with this letter I would like to officially communicate to
you the definitorium's permission for you to travel to England.
Your petition was very well received, and I want you to go
certainly with the Province's delegation and with my own greatest
congratulations.

I know you are wondering about your future, Robert, and I talked
to you a little about it on the phone. Certainly the definitorium
has made the decision that we would definitely like you to move
come this summer. We had a long discussion about where your
talents might best be used, both for yourself and the good of the
Church and the Province. I think at the moment I am seribusly
considering the possibility of your coming to Berkeley, helping
Esther Soriano in the development work at the School of Theology,
taking over the development of St. Anthony's Bread from John
Hardin, perhaps attending some classes in pastoral theology and

" helping out in retreat work or parishes. Perhaps if you could do
this Lype of work for a year, it would become clearer to you as to
a future course of work to pursue. I know this is a time of
transition for you, Robert, and I want to assure you of my prayers
and support. Certainly the definitorium is not fixed on any
particular thing, but most of our ildeas revolved around what I am
stating here. The issue of San Luls Rey came up, but I think
given the fact of transition, it would be good for you to have a
fine, solid and supportive community. I think you would certainly
find that in Berkeley. Be assured that you have my prayers and
support as we continue this conversation.

Fraternally,

OFM VANH 1
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" 3RD PARTY PRIVACY | IR

‘The Definiterium,
Franciscan Prevince,
1712 Euclid,

Berkelsy, Calif., 9,709

Attn., Joe Schwaby-OFM-

Te the members of the Definitorium,

Teday Rebert Van Handel informed the greater Community atSt.
Anthony's that he will bs transferred in August.

I want te share with yeu my opiniens and feelings abeut his work
at St. Antheny's since the scheesl clesed.

He has previded superb leadership threugh all of pur grieving:

and has given a gosd example in his swn healing in the matter,
His hemilies have grown increasingly inspiring. and significant
as the time has gene by, Since Rebert dses se much and gives

se much te all of us, 1t must be that his hemilies take precedence
iIn his activities - a tep prisrity with him, '

Like ether Franciscans I have knswn and worked with, ‘Rebert

is absslutely amazingly versatile! He shows cencern and really
helps with famillies! erises and functienings within the greater
community, yet =so eften he can be seen with Fabian, putting

a battery in the truek, fer example, sr making sure that the
cleaning crew has done a goed jeb,.

All of his work iIs done with a sense of unflaggihg enthusiasm,
end an underlying feeling fer the jey of living., 1 am always
surprised te see hew much =energy he has fer St. Anthony's.

Rebert alses shews ingenuity in dealing with situatiens as they
arise, He has so many new ideas - this year we (members of the
liturgy cormittee) werked through twice a new methed er manner
of presenting the Advent wreath. All ef the legistics had

been carefully censidered by him befere the mesting. He 8lse

is aware sf the status ef St. Anthony's and wants te keep it as
it is. All of us are greatly relieved at that. We are se im
hepes that we can still have St. Antheny's fer Mass,

It seems te me that Rebert is an innate administrater - he has

the talent fer delegating activities and tasks, knews hew te cheese
the right pesple, has thesught sut each part ef each situatien,

with attention te the minutas thereef, without any visible strain.

Nething seems tes small, if it is valid, fsr his cencern.

OFM VANH 1
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-Da
There is a sense of famlly between Rebert and the Rellglaus at
St. Aritheny's - he functiens well as a paster fer them .

Alse, he has inspired a greoup sf men to ceme and de repairs all ever
the campus, ss that the plant 1tself has g reatly benefitted,

and the men (whose number centinues te increase) have a feeling

of selidarity - they have fun deing the werk - I am eften there

on Saturdey mernings and I sse that Rsbert 1s there with them

at least seme of the time each wesk,

Speaking as ene whe has werked clesely with Robert fer a number

of years, and especially since the scheel was clesed, I weuld like
te say that Rebert's enterprising, enthusiastie apprnach te

St. Antheny's in general has been censistent and very helpful

tp the greater cemmunity, as I see the situatisn. He is getting

a higher degree in Califsrnia histery, managing the institutien
besutifully, running the Boys's Cheir, evidently maintaining

a sound spiritual 1ife, and seeming to enjey the whsle precesse.

Since I werk at the Peabsdy schoel as a velunteer, I have heard
such goed reperts about the Beys' Cheir! Seme of the students
with whem I have werked in a reading pregrau, for a number of
years, nsw, have been members ef the Beys' Choir, I knew the
pavents as well as the children, and can see clearly that the

experience »f membership has been ef great value for the many
families invelved. I remember snce that Rebert had taken the
family ef a feormer member »f the choir en a vacatisn camplng
trip, since the father of the family had been killed in an accldent.
His sensitivity and ability te put it te geed use can sften be
seen in his werk,.

Once, years age, Rebert teek my place in the library ene night

a week, svo that I couwld take seme library courses. He did such

a goed jeb - I had eften thesught that he would be a geed librarian,
even, perhaps, at the Mission, where there is a need fer such

a persen, But I was net thinking of the present timeo '

As I sit here writing this letter, and feeling stunned te think
that we have new been given this deuble less in such a shert
time, I think of Robert as one whe dealt with his ewn grief at
the clesing of the schosl, previded geed strong leadership with
his enthusiasm and imaginatlve leadership, and has created a
new kind ef cenm'nity, really, withsut the students we all have
missed ss much, In additien, he deals_expertly with the Walderf

scheel, as well as with the M}ddle Schoel.The place seems ts me
te be building cemmunity (we have new"members often, new) in en
abiding sense ef sur value te each sther., The leadership fer
these attitudes has come frem Rebert.

In Santa Barbara, the reputatlon of St. Antheny's ,#/hich was consi-
derably tarnished by the closing ef the scheel, hds been being
healed by Rebert's willingness te, fer example, allew certain
greups te use the playing field, to present the Boys' Cheir in
concert as well as at churches amd even , annually, at The

Nutcracker . OFM VANH 1
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o Third Party Privacy Rights

-3=
I'm glad Robert has beern Recter leng enough te bring about
this healing and enrichment of cwrmunity relationship; it's
a pity te take him awayjust when the healing is really taking
hnldo :

I noticed that Bsvther Timothy Arthur was able te run St. Antheny's
gquite well during Rebert's absenge this past summer., I persenally
have always felt that that is +the final presf ef gped management -
indeed, ef & jeb well done; when the jsb can be taken over by
another persen with no difficulty. Timothy remarked tes me that
the place ran itself, really, :

In conclusion, I would like to say that the Cemmunity with its
religious functiens and their expressions in varisus fellewships
has meant a great deal te me., I have been really glad ts be a
member of the greater cemmunity. A geed deal eof these feelings sf
gratitude have cpme frem the gesd werk that Rebert has dene at

St. Antheny's, with his kindness, his sense of huyer, and his
perceptien, : :

Sincerely,

OFM VANH 1
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\\ Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (415)536-3722 Fax (415)536-3970

Robert vVan Handel, OFM : April 3, 1991
St. Anthony Seminary

2300 Garden St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

Dear Robert:
Peace and alihgood!

Happy Easter' It was so good to visit with you a while back. I
appreciate very much all the help you've given me, both there at
SAS and your personal support. » Thanks very much.

Robert, this is just a short note to say that at the Provincial
Council meeting in March your appointment was affirmed to be in
residence at the Franclscan School of Theology in Berkeley to be
an associate director in the formation program with particular
charge of the students in the house at FST and to engage in some
continuing education activities.

I'm also very glad that we will be able to work together in the
office more. I know that Mel and I look forward to your presence
among us. :

Thanks very much for being open to thlS, Robert May the Lord-
glve you peace.

Fraternally,

enclosure . ' ' .
PS: I think we can make it official that Albie will be taking

your place at SAS. I'll leave it to the two of you to negotiate
the timing on this. o

OFM VANH 1
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\ Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland Calfornia 92501 (415)536-3722 Fax (415)536-3970

Robert Van Handel, OFM April 4, 1991
'St. Anthony Seminary

2300 Garden St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

Dear Robert:
Peace and all good!

This is just a short note to follow up on the decisions made at
‘the definitorium in early March,

First of éll, we would like to give you permission to replace the
staircase on the northside of the kitchen building, the cost being
from about 12,000 to 14,000.00.

Second, the definitorium agreed in principle to the renewal of the
lease with Waldorf School. The following questions were raised:
1) do we have an escape clause? What will be the financial
.increase if we lease them two additional classrooms? You can
proceed with the lease along the lines we talked about. I look
forward to receiving it from you. Third, Waldorf has asked to
lease two additional classrooms in the dorm above the kitchen.
Certainly the definitorium agreed to this request. Fourth, in
order to use the two classrooms as you indicated, it is necessary
to build a staircase in the breezeway between the dining room and
.the main building. Waldorf would pay for this. The definitorium
also approved the addition of the staircase. Fifth, with respect
to the Casa, the definitorium received the report from the
consultants who evaluated the use of the casa property. The
definitorium accepts the idea that the casa be leased to a non-
profit group. I look forward to working w1th you and the
consultants in the near future.

I hope this answers the guestions and givés a formal response to
your inquiries. Thanks very much for your hard work.

Fraternally,

OFM VANH 1
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\ Province @f St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakiand California 94601 (415)536-3722 - Fax (415)536-3970

April 29, 1991

Most Reverend John 5. Cummins, DD
The Diocese of Oakland

2900 Lakeshore Avenue

Oakland, CA 94610

Dear Bisi\op Cummins:

I'am writing on behalf of the Provincial Minister
of the Franciscan Friars, to request faculties of the Diocese for  Father Benedict
Innes, OFM, who is being assigned to our Formation Community located on
Seventh Street in Berkeley as Formation Director, effective August, 1991. 1
‘attest to the fact that Father Innes is a friar-priest in good standmg in the
Province of St. Barbara, of which I am the Provincial Secretary

_15 also requesting faculties for Father Robert Van Handel,
O

FM, who is being assigned to the Formation Community at the Franciscan
School of Theology, Berkeley as Formation Director, effective August, 1991. 1
attest to the fact that Father Van Handel is a friar-priest in good standing in
the Province of 5t. Barbara.

I would also like to inform you of some other changes involving the
Franciscan Friars who will be leaving the Diocese:
Father Josef Prochnow, OFM, who has been the Province's Prefect of
Formation in residence at St. Elizabeth's, Oakland; effective June 1991
Father Richard McManus, OFM, who has been Director of Formation
at the Franciscan School of Theology; effective June 1991
Father Rusty Shaughnessy, OFM, who has been a retreat master at
San Damiano, Danville; effective August 1991.

- The Friars of the Province continue to pray for you and the well—bemg of the
- Diocese.

Sincerely yours in St. Frands,

ik Rt

(Rev.) Melvin X. Jurisich, O

Secretary of the Province OFM VANH 1
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Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (415)536-3722 Fax (415)536-3870

Robert Van Handel, OFM "May 14, 1991
St. Anthony Seminary '

2300 Garden St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

Dear Bob:
peace and all good!

Thanks very much for your letter of May 1st. I appreciate very much the

" information you have given me on the Casa. I wrote to Monica recently and
said that I didn't see any need for us to take some time out and travel
together if she would be busy with relatives. 1 have no problem with her
having to stay in Abington and I'm sure you don't either. We can always
find something to do, and I can always run over to the ? and get my work
done. T think you should go ahead and probably make your own
arrangements. In the past I've tried to align my arrangcmems with other
people and it just doesn't work out. So, rather than mess up your life, why
don't you just go ahead and make your arrangements.

I hope you did well in the Spanish exam. I look forward to seeing you soom. -

Fratern ally,

OFM VANH 1
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April 3, 1991
(date)

To - Robert Van Handel, OFM

~zon [

Provincial Minister
" After prayer and consultation, and considering the many needs of the people to -

whom we minister, I am formally requesting that you accept a change of assignment

from Santa Barbara ) to Berkeley, FST: to be in residence and as an

associate director of the students.

Faor the convenience of all concerned, I ask that this change of assignment

become effective August, ‘91 (date).

~ As a sign of your acceptance, please sign below and return to the Provincial

office.

N. 8. Sign and mail back immediately upon receipt.,~ o :
Fraternaliy, _ , Provincial Minister.

~ To the Provincial Minister:

In accordance with the promises I ha made to the Lord and to our Brotherhoad,
% n__ N

I accept this new assignmént.

(signature)

7 Rpd 199/

" (date)

OFM VANH 1
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\ Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS . 1500 34th Avenue Oakland Calfornia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

April 17, 1992

1500 - 34th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94601

With this letter I would like to ask permission to resign from my duties as
local director of post-novitiate formation at the Euclid community, effective
June 1, 1992. T came to Berkeley ten months ago with the intention of
"helping out" with the formation students. There have been five, and then
four of these students this year. While I have en)oyed working with Ben
Innes, Brian Flynn, and the other friars in formation, in no satisfactory sense
could it be said that I have been active in the formation process. The students
have had very little formation direction from me these past months.

The reason why I have been inadequate as a formation director is quite clear:
my other duties as your secretary and chairman of continuing formation
have taken the majority cf my time, energy, and interest. Post-novitiate
formation has suffered the position of being a distant third. In the light of
our recent discussions and planning for the next two years, it is apparent to
me that this situation-will become worse, not better. It is unfair to the
students, the program, the Guardian, and the other friars to allow such an
unsatisfactory situation to continue. Next year, with the additional numbers
of friars in formation, this lack of attention to them will be far more evident
and damaging. I do not have a sense of failure or frustration, just a
realization that what we are now doing is in no one's best interest.

I do not know who could replace me as formation director, although we have
discussed a few possibilities. Both Brian Flynn and Ben Innes are aware that I
am asking permission to resign, effective June 1, 1992.

Thank you.

Frate@:jzr‘;}\

Robert Van Handel, OFM
o Fr. Ben Innes, Director of Post-novitiate Formation
Fr. Brian Flynn, Secretary of Formation and Studies

OFM VANH 1
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA BARBARA

BERKELEY » DAVIS e« IRVINE =« LOS ANGELES + RIVERSIDE +« SAN DIEGO -+ SAN FRANCISCO SANTA CRUZ

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93106-9410

November 15, 1992

— Third Party Privacy Rights

1500 34th Avenue
Oakland, CA 94601-3091

vear NN

Yy tressed to hear of his
conduct many years ago, but.I have known Robert not only as
an excellent student but alsoc as a patient and discerning
listener as I sorted through spiritual concerns following
the deaths of my husband and of ny mother.

I realize that it is unlikely that Robert would be allowed

to function in positions such as the director of the Santa
Barbara Boys Choir. But he has gifts of great value, and as

the Order and he sort out his future, I would hope that the

good is preserved so that he can then give his best. N

I think that Robert would do well in an academic or archival
setting, which would require further education. Should he
wish to pursue further study I would be happy to aid him in
finding appropriate programs and writing letters of '
recommendation. Should he return to UCSB in the doctoral
program, I would be pleased to serve as his doctoral
advisor. T

Should you wish to contact me about Robert, please do not
hesitate to write me at the above address or phone

Sincerely,

OFM VANH 1
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Third Party Privacy Rights

FILE

\ Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland Calfomia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3870

' December 11, 1992

]

Third Party Privacy Rights

Peace and all good!

I want to thank you very much for your letter to me of
November 15th., 1992 which I passed on to Fr. Robert. He is
currently in a treatment center in Maryland, and he was very
much supported and encouraged by the reception of your
-letter. I want to thank you so much for taking the time to
write to him. ' : :

You are right, of course, about his abilities. He is a
tremendous asset to our community and T know that he would
do well in an academic or archival setting. I really do
hope that he can pursue some of these areas and do it in the
best way possible. Obviously the last several months have
been extremely difficult for him as they have been for so
many others, and he is very contrite and chagrined by what
has happened. I ask you please to remember him and to
continue to offer your support. It means a great deal.

God bless’you.

Sincerely,

Provincial Minister

OFM VANH1
0094



Third Party Privacy Rights

November 12 1882

Provincial ' oo . ) ]
1500 34th Avenue Third Party Privacy Rights

ocakland CA 924601-3091

May I add my voice to that my on the subject
of Father Robert Van Handel? I have known Father Robert for at
least six or se -a Barbara
Boys' Choir and I think
extremely highly o

p

I understand what has happened and why the Order would not wish to
put him in charge of children again, but I hope and pray that no
further action will be necessary. - This 1s a fine man with
‘excellent intellectual and (though admittedly he had a serious

problem) I would say moral virtues. He is a bright man and a kind -

man, and my wife ;g
his valuable career

#joins me in praying that he will continue
the Order and as a priest.

Thank you for your very kind attention.

OFM VANH 1
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F‘I‘ﬁ_il_'_tiPa rty Priyacy Rights
\ Province of St, Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRlARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland California 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

December 11, 1992

Dea

Peace and all good!

I want to thank you very much for the letter which you sent to me on
November 12 with respect to Fr. Robert Van Handel. He certainly is a
very fine person, and although he is in an extremely difficult situation
for which he is responsible at the moment, I believe that he has the
resources to move on with his life and to continue to do a great deal of
good. I appreciate very much the way you have phrased this in your own
letter as it is good to see that others can see that he is a fine man-
with excellent intellectual and even moral virtues. Robert continues to
be very contrite about what has happened and is doing his best to move
on with his life. We ourselves are trying to suppo:t the individuals
_involved in all ways possible.

¥ you TEL

is experiencing at the present moment, I wlsh that all could be exposed
to your fine thinking which deals so much with the dlfflcultles of good
and evil in our world. .

Thank you very much for your concern, especially for Fr. Robert.

Sincerely,

Prov;nc!a! Minister

OFM VANH 1
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Love ~ for Christmas
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Eczema Is an irritating and occaslonally disliguring skin condition affecting an ’ /
astimaled ong In tan of the UK populatlon, ’

The National Eczema: Soclety warks to Improve the quality of life for peopla with
d iny

aczema through funding research and providing . ’ .
: information and support. g ‘
For mare information contect: ' ’
National Eczema Sociaty, ‘ : i

. 4Tavistock Place, London, WCTH SRA
;071 388 4087
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