- Province of St. Barbara
FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Ave'nué_oadana California 94601 (510)53,6-372 Fax (510)53’6-3970-

Robert Van Handel, OFM

St. Francis’ Retreat Center
-Box 1070

San Juan Bautista
California 95045

November 21, 1993

Dear Robert

Peace. I hope you are well; please be assured alwaYs of my love
and support. ‘

As you know, the Santa ‘Barbara situation 1s'fast coming to a
close. With this letter I would like to bring you up to date on
happenings.

’The Board of Ingquiry has issued two reports: an Internal
Administrative Report to me which contains all the pertinent
information and details of the allegations; a public report which
will be presented to the public (whoever comes) on Monday evening,

_November 29th, at the Goleta Valley Community Center in Santa
. Barbara. The public report is about eighty pages long, and it does
contain a section listing the number of friars reported (12), the
number of victims (35), and a descrlptlon of the behav1or involved.
NO names are used. :

There is also a series of five composite portraits (sort of like
case studies) of the types of abuse that occurred. This is
-followed by a descrlptlon of the impact of the . actions on the
victims. There is a brief description of the actions the fraternity
"and the provin01al minister have taken with respect to the friars

- reported. 'This is generic and I do not think anyone will be able
to identify the individual friars from what has been said. With
respect to yourself, the text reads, "Two friars have been
completely removed from ministry and are currently enrolled in
sexual offender treatment programs known to be rigorous. They are
forbidden contact with minors, required to partlclpate in therapy,
and have a local monitor.*

The report concludes with some recommendations to the fraternity,
the laity, and the administration. Overall, it .is a good document,
but parts of the text are very difficult to read, very expllclt and
jarring. Many of us have worked long and hard to get it in this
shape and to protect as much as possible the good name of the
fraternlty and the identity and dignity of the friars involved.
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Given the circumstances, we have done the best we could.

' As you know, your name has been publicly identified in the papers,
and I have no idea how much further exposure will be given. I

© think we have taken all the best steps to move the situation

forward, and I am deeply grateful for your cooperation.. Certainly,
under no circumstances should you return to Santa Barbara County at
this time. Probably, if the people ask there about your
-disposition explicitly, I will give them as much information as is
- warranted. I am grateful for your release in this ared. I“ént so
nuch to treat you with the respect and dignity you deserve. We
know that this has happened, Robert; but I also know, that there is
sO much more to you than this--and you are good.

I know that the press will be present when the report is released;
this event will probably be covered on local tv, the newspaper,
. possibly the LA Times, and the National Catholic Reporter. We have
- little control over what will be reported. It is my hope that they
will indicate how well the friars have responded: the fraternity
in helping the victims and friars, the composition -and

‘establishment of the Board, the willingness to be honest about this "

problem in our midst, the adoption of a continuing mechanism for
addressing this problem, the cooperation of the friars who have
- been reported, etc. But, I do not know that these positive notes

will be reported in the press. I do think that all of. us,
including- yourself, can say that we did the best we could and acted
'1n the best Christian and’ Fran01scan way.

;Thanks, Robert. Let us remember each other in prayers.

Frafernally,

la inister
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Province of St, Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34ih Averue Oakiand Cakfornia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax {510)536-3970
Ny, est U, 1593

To Whom It May Concern
St. Luke Institute

re: status of Rev. Robert Van Handel, OFM REDACTED

From: P
» Provineial Minister : é

‘1. I have been in contact with Robert Van Harndel ‘about
every six weeks, This contact usually occurs when I stop
at his place of residencej; there has been little formal
discussion, and the initiative lies with me.

2. Robert and I have a very good relationship. We had
one serious discussion in which we were dble to share
mutual feelings about the whole circumstances which

have ensued after the .disclosure of his activity at St.
Anthony’ Semlnary. I found this to be a very good exchange;
he seems to me to be maklng progress .around the express1on
of his feellngs.

3. Currently, Robert is enrolled, at my insistence and
his final agreement, in a sexual offender treatment clinic
in Santalruz, California. I believe this has moved him
beyond the point where he was when dlscharged from St,.
Luke's. The approach:appears to be more confrontive and
is not church based. He does not engage in external
- sacramental ministry, but has been very useful to the province -
in taking on admlnlstratlve projects, something I hope he
can do more of in the future. He has been present at some
very difficult community meetings where it was well known
that he had abused children and that this. has’ caused great’
“difficulty for the fraternity, its public image and
-liabilities, The friars, I think, have received him well,
. and he  has faced the situation w1th courage. I hope that
progress can continue along these lipes, as it is beneficial
for all. 1nvolved .

4. A more accurate description of his current progress
can- be obtained from the members of his support group. I
think he needs to take more initiative in contacting people,
getting involved in productive work, speaking about his
feelings, The current program in Santa Cruz is.absolutely
essential to progress.
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Saint Luke Institute

\ Hanogi.
Yo: “The Official Superior of Robert Vanha;éi-e

‘Robert  will be retuming to Saint Luke Institute in the near future to
participate in a Continuing Care Workshop. In order to assist us in assessing his/her

progress, we would ask that you take a short peried of time to answer the fo!lowmg .
. .questrons and to retum this form to us in the accompanyrng envelope.

SR How often have you been in contact wrth the client over the past six
- months? Have these contacts been mmated By therh or by you?

2. How would you characterize the relationshipy between the client and
yourself'? To what do ybu attnbute the character of this relationship?

3. How would you characterize his/her progress in recovery? You may want to
-address-some Issues such as ministerial functioning, relations with those .
_-with whom they live, relationships with authorities, participation in' support

group or recovery oriented actrvmes, such as Twelve Step meetings,
psychotherapy. pnest'slrelrgrous support groups, community activities, ete.

4. What other mformat:on are you aware of that you feel' would be relevant to
our assessment that has not been oovered by the first three questrons'?

You may also wish tor share your concems with the Continuing Care client at this time.

: -We encourage our chents to seek out and take advantage of your observauons

Thank you again for your help, and do not hesitate to contact me with your concemns
' at (30 )] 42(}7395

REDACTED’ | m/fm A, b, aPa

Michael Brenneis, MA, M.Div, CPC
Coordinator, Continuing Care
Services and Three Quarter Way

, : : . House Outpatlent Department
 Please identify yourself: - §ijzip " _
' A : ‘ : sl LnLJ
Name: _

Relationsiip tc' Glient: __fapr i A M ~ OFM VANH 1
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Province of St. Batbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland Cabfornia 84601 (510)536-3722 Fax(sw)seéawo

Mary Simoni

Pacific Treatment Associates
313 Soquel Ave. Suite B
SantaCruz, California 95062

September 24, 1993

Dear Ms. Simoni

Let me 1ntroduce myself I am the religious superlor
of one of our friars, Father Robett Van Handel, who
has been referred to Pacific Counselling Associates.

© for treatment. It is my. understandlng that you are
his' current theraplst.

As you know, Father Robert was engaged in pedophlllc
behavior with a group of children associated with a
Boys Choir which he founded in Santa Barbara. The
same actllvty extended to some of the high school
seminarians at St. Anthony Seminary. Yqu -are probably
well aware of this history-both from Father Robert and
also from the evaluations.from the treatment center
in Maryland, St. Luke's Institute.

Over. the past year, ‘a’ Board of Inquxry established by

. our Province has been investigating the allegatlons of
sexual abuse perpetrated by some of the friars in
Santa Barbara. In the course of the investigation, many
of Robert Van Handel's victims came forward to describe
what has happened to them. The Board has compiled

a profile of his behavior as they have heard it, and
they have now presented that profile to me so that it
might become part of his therapeutlc process., I have
already spoken to Robert about it, and have told him
that I would be forwarding this profil to you .so that
it can be dealt with in . the therapy.- Please find this
enclosed. e T

If you have'.any questions of myséelf, please'ca;l or
write, as I want to be as available as necessary.

Thank you very much,

“3 Sincerely | | o REDACTED

0 ()FBI‘CQBH{I
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i, Robert Uan Bande!, have been tested Jor KiY and the test was
negative, This test was done at S2. Ltuke inslitute, Suitfand. Marylaad,
o June, 1992,

may use this information in the manner which he
~ may choose. {t is my understanding that this will be for privale use
rather than as 2avt of o press reflease, ‘ '

Admittance of having heen HIY tastad does not impty that | was in

sepual contart with any minor in such a menner that 8 virus could be
transmilted. ' ' ‘ '

.;i'ghea" _iw \’{%JM

date _&W 3# _L?_‘?;?
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16 LWWHOM (T MRY CONCERN:

Please atcept (his ietter as cettification that (, Bobert an Handel, glue
perinission far.my name to be specifically used in the Report af the
Board of Inqury inte senual misconduct at SL Antheny's Seminary. -

signed W VLM¢ ;.

date. MN‘ 3 }793 |

>
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[acitic L .atment
- AS550Ci.ces

INTRODUCTION TO SEX dFFENDBR TREATMENT PROGRAM

‘The purpose of this letter is to describe to you the goals and
requirements of the Pacific Treatment Associates OFPFENDER PROGRAM
and to give you a general idea of what you cam expect during your
time here. It would be a good idea to keep .this letter ih your
personal folder so that 'you can refer to it in the future.

The primary goal of the Offender Program is the prevention of
reoffense. Because you have committed a crime against another
person. or persons you are considered to be a risk to the community
there is a strong possibility that you could reoffend. Therefore; it
is important that you recognxze from the beg1nn1ng that your

prgsence here in this program is 'a privilege not a right. You,

your primary counselor, and the rest of the staff w111 work

.together to decrease that risk.

The Offender Program provides group and individual counseling aa
well ‘as fam1ly reunification counsellng when desired and
approprxate. You can expect to be in treatment for two to three
years; you are required to attend group for the entire time

.and individual counseling for as long as necessary. Your group
‘ctounselor will be your primary counselor for the duration of your
treatment.  MHe or she will be responsible ¥or monitoring your
progress. Your individual counselor will be someone other than
your group counselor.’ ' '

You are expected to:
Attend all group meetings.

Participate actively in group meetings and individual
sessions.

. - Do aBsigned work within the given period of time.

"-Pay for group counseling at the beginning of each month.

" Pay for individual and family counseling before each
session, unless arranged otherwise, and be respoonsible Ffor
other cosgts (see below).

Adhere to the "personal rules"” developed by you in your-group.
Take a polygraph exam six months into‘treatment; You may
) also be required to take a polygraph exam at any time.:-

Comply with “treatment as prescribed by your therapist

Suspension from your group or from theﬁprogfam will occur when
there are violations of the above stated expectations. If
suspension occurs the court will be notified.

LY

T

b

AT
Le3

313 SOQUEL AVENUE, SUITE 8 * SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORMIA 95062 S 408.423.3303
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Costs you can expect re:¥*
. /4‘ A /( 'g/’-rf/,' . o
Group - $38=per K.seien, payable at the firy /meeting of the
month for the entire month

Individual - fee set by your individual counselor

Behavioral treatment - group $29 per hour
4 ~ individual $35 per hour

Letter writing & phone calls - $50 per hour

Court appearances and visits to jail - §75 per hour

Workshops = $10 per hour
Additional testing ?_

Polygraph — Initial polygraph — $150; follow up polygraph — §75
Plethjsmograph -~ 8§75 per hour :

*Ind1vxduals in the Alternatxve Prosecut1on Program may have a
'deferent fee schedule. ’

In most tteatment pPrograms confident1811ty is guarsnteed to the
;clxent. Due to the nature of the behavior tor which you are being
-treated, this is a guarantee we cannot give you. People in the

' community, nexghbors or employers for example, might know of. your
offense. Several government ‘agencies who have become involved in
syour. life from the moment of reporting will contxnue to be
»jxnvolved. We will be working with these agencies throughout

your treatment here in order to insure that your behavior is
consistent with your treatment and legal requirements. Being
~honest about your thoughts, feelings and behaviors may be
difficult under these circumstances. However, we expect you to
make this committment. It is the first step in reconstructing
your life. e »

Staff

Offender Program

PACIPIC TREATMENT ASSOCIATES
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GROUP THERAPY

The purpose of this letter is to give you some information about the
‘goals and structure of the group you will be starting, and to help
you do well {n that setting. When you begin group, you are likely to
hear things that shock you or make you feel uncomfortable., You might
think, "I don't like this, I don't mneed 1t, I'm not a8 bad as these
other guys.”" Let the group know what you're thinking and give the:
men a little time to let you know who they are, what they can offer,
and what they expect from you.

I1f you are like most mnew men here, you'll look for differences rather
" than similarities between you and the others. That dould Blow the
"pace of your progress, so for now, let' 8 look ‘at how you Te alike
. rathexr than different.

Most of the men in the program are law ablding except for their
deviant sexual behavior. Generally, their sexual probléms continued
despite r~-morse, promises, anger, prayer, the realization that the
behavior 13 wrong, and their own attempts to control the problem.
Many Iin your group have tried to avoid experiencing the emotional
fear and pain following offense by burying themselves in work,

: _refwsiﬁg to think about it, drinking, blaming and/or making excuses.

Moat nev men in grodp are convinced that they won't offend again.
For most group members, the offense is contrary to . thelr own values
and beliefs. It's as though they have been leading a double life:’
They have probably disappointed people important to them just as you
have. .You are probably reluctant to be completely honest about the
problem because you're embarrassed, and because you've lied already
to {mportant people and don't want to have to go back to them and
_tell them about the problem as it really 1s., You might mlso be
éoncefned about legal consequences following full disclosure. -

Most men in your group dom't want to offend but they don't know
how to stop permanently, on their owWn. ‘ 5
SP
Let 8 talk nmow about the purpose of group therapy. Grxoup is a
weekly reminder of the problem you are workimg to correct. Before
being caught, most men didn't think about thelr sexual behavior
problem unless they were planning it, doling it, being angry with
themselves afterwards or worrying about getting caught. The
- primary purpose of gxroup is to UNDERSTAND, PREDICT, AND CONTROL
your problem behavior. In group you'll learn about your warning
sighs, that 1s, what your're thinking, feeling, and doing and
what's going on in your body prior to the offending. You'll learn
about patterns, cycles and controlq. There will be instruction,
support, and confrontation when you minimize, blame or lie. You'll
- 1 - : :

: . : o My, . ,

313 SOQUEL AVENUE, SUITE B * SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95062 *”;{‘” ‘\_,, <" 408:423.3303
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get rules and assignments that will ‘help you not to offend again.

Group encourages honesty and self-disclosure. In return you'll get
treatment tools that are well-matched and helpful and you'll get a
knowlegeadble, supportive group to turm to when you need it. There
will be good role models in group. Men who are doing well and
getting what they want for themselves and their families.

In group, you'll reinact, perhaps unintentionally, some of the
problems that bring you hexe. These might be, for example, secrecy,
"manipulation, withdrawal, aggressiveness, and blaming. These
behaviors will be pointed out to you. You'll be - encouraged to try
"put different, appropriate ways to get what you want: assertiveness,
honesty, compassion, and a8 willingnmess to compromise and negotiate.
Also, you'll learn to tolerate frustration without acting in ways
that are hurtful to yourself end others.

'Xdur-group will meet once a week for two hours. There will be
approximately twelve men in the group and they will all have sexual
‘behavior problems. Some of the men are voluntary and some are
.ordered to be here by other agencies. There will be a theraplst in
the room at all times. The amount of time you spend in group 1is
};related to your honesty, effort, cooperation and progress. You will
‘be placed in & group that is appropriate for you, given your sexual
problem, lifestyle, strengths and limitations. :

In group, there are candidates, members and graduates; you are a
candidate., After a few weeks, when you'll be asking for membership, -
you'll find thére are several requirements. All the members and
graduates have to vote you in. - In order to decide, they will be
‘looking for the following: that you see yourself as a sex offender,
that you are motivated to change, that you have been helpful to the
best of your ability, and that you are demonstrating change both
inside and out of the group setting. In addition, your filrst written
assignment, a sexual autobiography, must be read to and approved by
_your group prior .to the granting of memberahip status., .

In order to graduate from the program, you must heve your sexual -
deviance problem under control for some time and have a working
knowledge of your patterns and contxols, All assignments must be
completed. There will have been healthy changes in your behavior,
attitude and lifestyle. All counseloxrs who have worked with you and
. your family nmust be in agreement that you are ready to leave the

. program, -

About your first meeting: Group begins with a summaxy of the previous
week’s process provided by that week's leader. Then, a new leader is
elected. Each man im the group will tell you about his history of
~.sexual ‘deviancy and then tell the leader what he'd like to accomplish
in that week's agenda.

Now, it's your turmn. You'll tell the group your history of sexual

a | OFM VANH 1
-2 - 0595



L4

deviancy as best you can from the béginning to the present. Members
of the group will ask questions so that they can help you do well.
Through their questions, support and confrontations you'll learn a
lot about yourself. You'll learn how you developed your problem and
"why you repeated your hurtful behaviors. You'll learn to predict
the slide into reoffense and how to control the urge before it

"~ becomes hurtful behavior.

$hen you finish discussing your sexual history, the group will answer
"any questions you have about the program. .Them, you and your group
will discuss and get together your rules that will guide your behavior
in and out .of treatment. For example, whether you can use alcohol,:
live with children oxr drive without a destination in mind. There are
many standard rules and one of the most important omes is that
whatever 1s said in gxoup. stays in group unless the member himself
says. 1t's okay to discuss his situation with others. You will be:
‘expected to attend every session. ‘'You will be expected to be punctual
and have your assignments in on time. '

-Immediately aftex the first meeting, a couple of the men will stay
after with you and give you the first assignment. 1It's called ‘a.
sexual autobiography and the content and purpose will be clearly
"defined for you. You will have two weeks to complete-it, If you have
.Any questions or complaints .about the program, assignments, rules, or
. process, tell your group and your counselor right.away.’ :

The staff's suggestion is that you accept that you do have a sexual
behavior problem that could come back and that you have a lot in
‘common with the other men in your group. They have much to.offer and
like you, they've "been there."” They know what it's like to do what
you've done and to struggle to free themselves from the patterns &nd
- they are succeeding.

-The group is on your side.' They don't expect perfection, but they dé
- demand that you be honest and do what you've agreed to do, ~ If you
'axe honest and work hard, ‘you'll find acceptance and community in
your group. You' 11 learn to like yourself again and to become
"hopeful about your futuxe; With the group's help, you'll stop .
hurting people. Perhaps you will return to your .famlily 1f you are
‘now separated. You will stop wasting your time and enexrgy planning
your offense, offending, getting angry with yourself, making false
promises and then vorrying about getting caught.

Whatever happens in your group, you can handle fit. If your
therapist has asked you to begin group, it's because he or she is
convinced that you have all the necessary skills and strengths to do
‘well and to benefit from the experience.

-

Staff ) :

PACIFIC TLRLATMENT ASSOCIATES" _ .
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CONTRACT

PACIFIG TREATMENT ASSOCIATES’

x

X, : ] , have read the
descr1pt10n and requ1rements of Pacific Treatment Associates -
Offender Progrom. I understand that my participation in this

program is privilege, not a right, and therefore my full and
~honest participation is expected and monitored by the staff.

I'Qnderstand that-the goals of this trestment program sre:

1. tou demonstrate complete responsibility for the illegal
actions which have brought me to this program.

2. to understand the reasons for my behavior.

3. to understand the physica}l, emotional, snd social impact
that my behavior has had and continues to have orn the
victim(s), his/her family. my family,'frienda, and the
community. '

L, +to accomplish the behavior and attitude changes needed

: to prevent reoffense in the future.

Additional goals I want to accomplish: =~ ' : g

1 dgree to attend every weekly group session (except when
emergencies arise of when I have obtained group or staff .
'permlsalon) and to pay $30 for each weekly group session whether-
1 am present or not. I understand that should I miss attendlng
twWo ‘consecutive meetings without notifying the staff, or miss
paying for two conSecutive meetings, T will automatically be
dropped from the program. Should this occur, I understand that

~my probation offlcer (or other appropr1ate person) will be
notified.

I agree to participate in group meetings, to attend individuatl
and other counseling session when applieable, to do assignments
which have been designed to help me fulfill wmy treatment goals,
and tc respect the privacy of other group members by not
revealing names or other ‘identifying information to anyone
outside of Pacific Treatment Associates.

‘I acknowledge that I have read and understand this éontract, and.
that in signing it, I make a pledge to complete the entire
treatment program. v

-

Signed : , Dage
~Witness_ .é
OFM VANH 1 i
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ROREDOM TAPES

" INTRODUCTION ‘ R

Child molestation 18 a common sexual crime that affects one in four females
in the United States. A variety of programs have been establisghed to deal
with the aftermath of child molestation, but few programs focus on
_'preventing molestation by.treating the molester himself. Those programs
"that do focus on this aspect have come into éxistence because they believe
that if the incidence of child molestation 1s to be decreased, greater
efforts need to be focused on treatment methods which will help the molester
Again control over his deviant behavior. . :

The treatment of those who commit sex offenses (including child moleatatibn)
43 a relatively new discipline. At least two factors have significantly
affected the direction of sex offender treatment over the yearst 1) the
gradual movement away from the medical or psychiatric model, in which the

"~ preferred form is individuval therapy sessions, using conventional diagnoses
and 2) the new perceptions of rape that have grown out of the women's

" movement. Before the development of a cohesive women's movement the
_prevailing view about raplsts were that they were sexually unfulfillead

-men carried away by sudden, uncontrollable surges of sexual desire, It

was belleved that these desires might have been unleashed by provocative
victims and that rapists were psychologically sick men. Today, the
;majority of programs are rooted in the perception that 1) rape. is basically
an assauvltive crime acted out sexually; 2) that such behavioxr is generally
culturally or experientially leaxned; and 3) that rape victims include a
poverless range of subjects auch as little babies, young children, elderly
. women, and the Ilnfirm, as well as other more able but equally unptovocative
victims~-young women and young men. These ideas are now seen to be
applicable to the entire range of sex offenses.

The. new sex offender discipline is an integrated one which inludes s varlety
. 'of psychoynamic, behavioral, cognitive, and biomedical elements and ,
" iricorporates A wide renge of educational and training components. The roots
- of current techniques can be traced back partially to the work of Masters

& Johnson in treating sexual dyafunction. However, most of the concepts now
in use have only been developed over the last 10 to 15 years. During

this time, scientific research methods have been used to determine the
effectiveness of the various approachen An changing behavior and attitudes.

COMPREHENSIVE TREATHMENT GOALS

A_Treatment programs currently existing, both fnpatient And outpatient, use
‘the following godals to structure treatment:

OFM VANH 1
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1, Each offender. needs .a complete, individualized:assessmen \hhd§ttedtment
~ plan. Assessment determines individual needs and, Am Jthte: cese‘mf~CS{TP
as well as other outpatient programs, determines the riek to the

community. : . G e qWItfﬁvﬁﬁTﬂI

"2, Each offender needs to a) accept responsibility for the'bffeﬂse(é)'fn

which -he has been involved and b) have and understanding of 'the.séquence

- of thoughts, feelings, events, clrcumstdinces, and arouadl stimuli ‘that

‘make up the "offense syndrome that preCedes his involvement in sexually
aggressive behaviors. ,ﬂ;‘ﬂg: :

3. Each offender needs to learn how to a) intervene in or break lnto hia
offense pattern at its very fixrst sign and b) call upon the appropriate
.mehtdods, tools, or procedures he has learned in order to suppress,
coutrol, menage, and stop the behavior. C . -

4, Each offender needs to participate in a e~ education and resoeializetiou
process in order to a) replace anitsocial thoughts and behaviors with
prosoclal ones, b) acquire a positive self-concept aud new .attitudes'-
and expectations- of himself, and c) learn.new social and sexual - akills
to help cultivate positive, satisfying, pleasurable, and non-
”threatening relatationships with others. - la :

5. "Each ‘offender needs time to assimilate new concepks, . attitudes, aud
* behaviors and a place ‘to test thenm safely.

.'6. "Each offender needs a) a poat treatment aupbert, peexr, or "rxap"”
. group and b) continual posttredtment access to therapy and aupport
in order to maintain permanently a safe lifeatyle.

" ASSESSMENT

Assessment includes testings, clinical interview, and a measure of arousal

. by the plethysmograph. . Richard Laws, a pioneer in the development of
behavioral procedures operates on . two beliefs: 1) All Bex offenders have
problems with deviant sexual arousal #nd 2) all offenders have ‘problems .

.-with self-control of that arousal. The -erection respouse, therefore, gives

" ‘Information on the kinds of things that will “turn a person. on." This can
. help in determining risk for community ~based program.

tr

RESPONSIBILITY AND UNDERSTANDING

We use police reports, reports from victim therapiats} interviews of
family members, and polygraph testing to promote honesty and acceptance
of full responsibility. At CSATP & variety of educational units are
presented which help offenders to become familiar with the sequence of
thoughts, feelings, events, cricumstances and arousal stimuli that

: make up his offense. ' : ‘ o

'INTERVENTION AND CONTROL

-2- OFM VANH 1
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Interventions come in the form of sgimplé behavioral techniques such as
cognitive deterrents, impulse-charting, thought-shifting or stronger ones
.such as scheduled overmasturbation, monitoring of behavior and
manipulation of the environment. Most researchers recommend that at

least two behavioral interventions be used to decrease deviant arousal:
aversive conditioning (covert sensitization) and verdbal satiation (boredom
tapes). Some recommend the use of Depo-provera. Covert semngitization
‘teaches ‘the offender to disrupt fantasies of young children by replacing
thein with aversive images and satiation reduces arousal by satiating orx
‘boring. the offender with his own deviant sexual fantiasies.

.Satiatiod

This is a technique which résearch has shown to be extremely effective
in eliminating deviant sexual arousal. It eliminates or greatly reduces
‘fantasfes which would otherwise remain in people's minds. While many
child molesters claim that they can control their deviant fantasies by
‘eliminating their use of deviant fantaay, this 15 effective only for
short periods of time. 1In the long run deviant fantasies will return.
Offenders can ledrn to develop methods that will eradicate fantasles,
".rathexr than develop strategles to avold -them. To destroy these
fantasles, offenders must reach into their memories and "bring them
out" while developing some method to destroy their erotic nature, - The
use of fantasies during satiation 4s NOT like the use of fantasy in the
past. The’ uge of fantasy during satiation does not increase interest.
and. sarousal to young. children: but inatead destroys 1it, ' :

Cover;_sensitization

Tﬁis method pairs aversife consequgncés with the sexually deviant.
fantasy so that it becomes less pleasurable and erotic. The covert’
" sensitization cycle consists of 1) a neutral pleasant scene followed by

~2) a deviant fantasy followed by 3) an aversive consequence and 4) an
';eacape acene.

4RE EDUCATION AND RE- SOCIALIZATION

In CSATP this goal is addressed through the use of Rational Thinking and
other methoda to overcome cultural stereotypes about the roles of men

and women, to overcome misperceptions about human aexuality, to learn to
increase appropriate arousal, to deal with the offender's own victimization
as a child, to learn to be empathic, to learm to be an assertive person who
‘tan manage anger and other negative feelings, to increase self eateem, and
to learn the means of controlling various impulses. These goala are
accomplished through various educational units such as Rational Thinking,
Sexuality, Communication and Stress Management, and through various
assignments such as writing an empathy paper and a reoffense paper,

ASSIMNILATION AMD PRACTICE

s OFM VANH 1
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The. length of time spent in treatment+is approximately two years, which
gives the offender time to assimilate matexial and begin changes. These

changes can be practiced in, and monitored by, the group through support
-.and confrontation. ' '

POSTTREATMENT
Each offender 18 expected to develop and adhere to a posttreatment plan,
. This plan, wich 18 approved by the offendexr's group and the staff, should
‘address -the continued need for support, for healthy interactions with
- others, and for awareness and monitboring of deviant impulses/fantasies/ .
thoughts, as well as other issues specific to -each offender. At CSATP we
expect follow~up visits to group for two years following the completion-
of treatment and a request for additional treatment if the need arises.

~——



3RD PARTY PRIVACY

Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland Calfornia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536:3970

‘September 9, 1993

-In'a memOPanduﬁ dated Auéust 19, 1993, I have received
'permission from Father RObert.Van Hapdél tq_grant-aécess
»to his personnel'fiies'to tﬁose I deem necessaryifor the
4good of the pfovince and his défenée;

I hereby.grant'permiSsion-for you to read this fiie; it
is my-uhderstanding that ény information contained therein
will be maintained in confideQCe; and {hat:no‘further

disclosures will take ﬁlacé to anyoﬁg without my prior:

authorization.

rovinclal Minister

OFM VANH 1
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Third Party Privacy Rights

May 5, 1992

_ Enclosed is a copy‘ of a letter that is being sent to Fr. Robert Van
Handel, O.F.M. We are sending you this copy for your information. -

of Santa Barbara Police Department has assigned this report

Sincerely,

OFM VANH 1
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Third Party Privacy Rights

T'Enclosed isa copy of a letter that is bemg sent to Fr. Robert Van:
‘Handel, O. F.M. We are sending you this copy for your information.
The City of Santa Barbara Police Department has assxgned this report

_ number o

\ Sincerély,

——
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REDACTED

Dr. Steve Montana

St. Luke Institute Wellness Committee
‘2420 Brooks Drive - 2300 Garden St.
Suitland, Maryland 20746 Santa Barbara, CA 93105

May 11, 1992

Re: Robert Van Handel, ofm .
Franciscan School of Theology
1712 Euclid Ave.

Berkeley, CA 94709

Dear Dr. Montana:

, This morning I phoned to ask if Robért Van Handel, a
Franciscan priest of the St. Barbara Province, could come to St.
Luke Institute for diagnostic testing. We agreed that he would
arrive Sunday, May 17 and leave sometime after 12:30 P on

. Friday, May 22. Following your suggestion, I asked him to call

. forwarding a report with recommendations to Rev..
the Provincial of the St. Barbara Province:

E‘.‘l

“All official information should g0 -to our Provincial,

._\,_.

Delia Manning in Admissions for further information regarding
what to.expect, what to bring, arrival time, etc. I told him

"that he could also call you if he wished. Thank you for your

friendly and profe551ona1 help -and support.

Robert recently received a letter from parents regarding
inappropriately touching their son. The letter.is enclosed.
This incident would have occurred several years ago. My
understanding is that the family seems to have no intention of
pursuing this situation except 1) I believe they are concerned
that Robert get any psychologlcal help he may need; 2) The
family filed the issue with the Santa Barbara police, It is not
yet clear what the police. will do with the informatlon.

. Robert'ls very-willing to come to St. Luke Institute for
diagnostic testing. He is dware of the fact that you will be

FI ) A T

"\.

u n

- Provincial Office
\J“L’D . 1500 34th Ave.
Oakland, CA 94601

My role,
as a member of our Wellness Committee, is to be a .support person

for Robert. I am avallable for any follow-up support.

Thank you for your help.

sincerely,

20

OFM VANH 1
0606



Third Party Privacy Rights Hay 21, 1992

Dear .

I want to_ thank yoy for your concern_for me at this time, [
really appreciate it. And I am sorry {f I seemed pushy, but
was, am rather desperate to help my family heal. It is like
seeing them in an a1r?lane'that is in a tailepin, and all 1 can
do is watch them hopelessly as they fall deeper inte their pain.

el

: I Know you will reach out very lavingly to them and anything
I can do to help you in this, please let me Know. This is truly’
among the heaviest crosses I have had in my life, and the pain is
felt very much for Robert also. Be assured of my_ﬁrayersv¥or you
-in the decisions you must maKe. Besides this you have all the
rest of the Province to be concernesd about. : .

. I am doing 0.K. in all this, and I have people I can talk to.

- Also, God is n=ar and very supportive, [ will ¥Keep in touch and
where I fee] appropriate will make suggestions. I hope you will be
open _to that, and at the same time, asSsure me, as you did last
evening, that you need to work 1t out in Kour_own way. These:

‘checks and balances will help us cope with this whole thing in the
best manner possible. : ’ ; :

To briefly summarize ; st T
a real deterioration in spirit. This is why [
suggegted u51n3 the te 3 ) guidelines, [ see them
drifting towards exterpal sanctions-court action if the statute of
Timitations is lifted by the isqislature and/or civil action based
on interior suffering. They do not seem to be inclined to

‘publicize the matter at present, but I do not think the door to
that is closed. o : :

e phone last night, 1. see

[ urged them to z=e their counsellors, and 1 am trying to find
out- if there ig a support group. for those whose children have
experiencted child abuse. | wil 'SUQ%est ta them that they Jjoin
. such a groug as a means of heiping them heal. I am bealnning.to
think that people can get into such a hurting state that they lose
”tha‘huﬁe of healing, of for whateyer reasons, want to stay in
Ctheir hurt, I‘11 kKeep doing what I can. -

Thank you, again, --For your hslp and support.

OFM VANH 1
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Third Party Privacy Rights

June 15, 1992 -

=

This letter is in réspthe to your May 20th; 1992 letter which offered
.condolences and payment of counseling servic for the devastating
consecuences of Robert's actions on] family -and herself..

s currently in- counsellng in dealing with these issues and
begun to recelve invoices for this. ...

The current. statement from the&qounselor shows four sessions. dated -
a/8, 4/23, 4/29, and 5/7/92 for "Individual Psychotherapy". Each .
. session has a unit cost of $110.00 and the total balance is $440. 00.
| We are requesting reimbursement for this balance. We will adv1se

: you of .additional counselling balances as they arise. . :

OFM VANH 1
0608



3RD PARTY PRIVACY

Province of St. Barbara
FRANCISCAN FRIARS 15poa4m§veriue Oakland Camoniésaém (510)536-3722 Fax (5-10)53&3970

July 10, 1992.

" Peace, Thanlc you very mich for your recent letter, which -
has just arrived in our office. yesterday.

Enclosed please find a check for 480.00 dollars to cover the
counselling. expenses, For our records, I would appreciate it
if you could forward a copy of the invoices.

I think and pray about your family and the snruatlon on
an almost daily basis, T

and please assurve_ of my continued support and

concexrms, -

Sincerely

: 0609



. Third Party Privacy Rights

vear [
‘ In your most recent letter to us you offered to pay for our counse]mg
costs. We are responding for ourselves.

Before addressing the counseling matter we- vividly recall .our
meeting with you -and the Definitorium during the Philip Wolfe
proceedings. During that meeting we presented the board with a
series of attainable goals. We asked that you apprise us of the
- outcome of the board’s deliberations regarding the goals. To-date
we have not.received a response from you on the resoluuon We
certainly feel that a response is long overdo ‘

As we discussed by phone, we deﬁmtely want to know the outcome
of the psychological testing of Robert VanHandel, whether any
further psychological treatment will be undertaken and what the
plans for him will be after the aforcmentmned are completed

' We recall the way in which you preferred to handle the counseling
‘costs forFas a result of the Philip Wolfe rape. We are
followin same approach with our counseling costs as you
. preferred with them. We have sought professional counseling as a

- means of reaching the stated amount. Given this we are presenting
" you with a $50,000 bill for each of us, making a total of $100,000..

This covers all counseling costs for us associated with the Wolfe

OFM VANH 1
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trauma, the VanHandel trauma and future counseling costs
associated with both. The heavy anguish experienced by each
" member of this family occasioned by these events continues on a

“daily basis. You can have no idea of the extent of the pain and life
changes that have come in their aftermath. The latest developments
have increased this trauma exponentially. Should you have any
questions please call us.

' Sincerely

.....................................

Third Party Privacy Rights -
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Third Party Privacy Rights

CONFIDENTIAL

" Robert Van Handel '- ‘ __September, 1992

Two draft letters have been written byTom West, OFM, and Bob Heliman of

the Santa Barbara Boys Choir.. One is a ‘general letter to all former and present
members of the Choir. The other is to a specific individual who might have been
abused by Robert. A mention of Robert's cooperation was added to the general
letter. ' '

A letter was also sent to th Il iamily offering to pay for specific counseling

- bills that were submitted.

has met with the friars in Santa Barbara to explain the whole-
situation. - . » '

OFM VANH 1
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Peace, Once again, I would l:ke to wish you all of God's blessngs

Third Part, I would like to thank you for your patiece and undersatanding, .
Privacy Rights especially under the most difficult of circumsbnces, Pleaseknow - -

of my cmstaat prayers for you and desire to help.

The definitarium held an extraordmary meet:_ng mFrlday, .
September 11, at which we dlscussed your. 1at 1d=ter to me -

nd . many of the fears andanxieties behg suffered by the.broader
community én’ Santa Barbara. It is surely our desire to address the
situation, masmuch as possﬂole, in a proacive ‘way, Our heart
goes out to everyone. :

At this tme, the: prov:Lce wants ver much to pay for th speific

- counselling bills wich are fowarrded to us; Féf “if youcould do

- this, I would appreciate it, ' We would liketo make these bills
the base for further discussions -about. othe costs which may be
incurred, We wold really ljke to see ifthe present gitutatincannot be
used as an opportunity for us to talk, Certaily, our mutual .
concerns involve both financial costs and persomal issues. To
further the possmility df centact, I have asked Father Thomas West .
one of our frims who is a specia.list in the area’ of abuse, to cnta.ot
you on my 'beha.lfk

Ve rea.llze the mpcrrta.nce cxf ccnta.ct:ng the 'broader v:onmmnlty of .
the Boys Choir. in Santa Barbara. As Iindicated to you in my pevious: 1et'ter,
we had, very'early on, deciced to.take a proactive stancec, reating a pbllcy
flexlble enought to respond te an evolving situation.” I know that
‘Father Thomas Westwill be happy to discus wthyouw the work we have
been doing in this area, the necessity at this time aof a general letter,
and our pastoal desire to reach out.to any ;possmle victins. We are doing
ur best to move forwad f:_rmly, prudently, and w:hh sensitlvrty to ’
everyone :LnV'olVed 4 _ S <
This letter brlngs you up to ‘date 4o our dlscussmns. " I know. R Lo
- that Father Tom wil 1 be bharing morewrbh you; but I hoPe that we - -
teo can be in f\;rther comract, _
May God Bl%s you and ‘your fa.m:ly.
Sinerely in Christ

Th"dPagyinLy
nght :

OFM VANH 1
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Septembur 23, 1992

SUGGESTIONS FOR PARENTS. WHO WISH TO ASK THEIR CHILDREN
) ABOUT POBGIBLF SEX JAL IMTWRSEREMCE '
In gener al u “n.s{ za appxoam these mattexa m a \:ah‘z " -ﬂfmed mauer- h : '_SZ

. lof-factway. If you are l.ncomfortabie in asking the. que&tmns, your ennd wﬂl
+ most likely be unecomfortable in answering them. ™ An: unblased, rions "

i 1uda‘=mcmal approa" h'is most hkely to e)mt truptful anéivers. Feiw ch’ldrfm :
vill wantto tell théir parents about 30méthhg that the pwrems View s '

3 .sho;.k ng or horrifying: ‘Therefors, it is b&‘oi to inquire abuut 5r— fmc: events m
as neutral a fashion as pos»uble. - : :

o
A S

-The followmf’ exarnp e tlay ﬂelp

. ‘-"Soz\, do yau remember rat‘%r L\oberf bm the Bo :.;‘C‘mirx Some-of the
Boys’ from the ¢hoir. have recently mentioned that i*a sommetimes gave: them -
‘back rubs and tunmy tubs, I was }ust curiousdid he-ever. glve back fibs of
Ctummy. rubs te you?.: ‘Did: he. ever ifivite you to pxay games LHat mva vod
. touchmg yon your legs, tummy, or- pnvate pans‘?" ! s

._:_;'if *he answer is. n., y7u rmght want to say somethmb hLa o
O K., {me was ;u-,t\ enribus, If you thmk of eometh.ng later }uat h.f me”

- kriow. Sometimes somp adults da things thataren't such 4 goad iden, or fhat
- make yoq uncomfortable, -and it is alwa ys mm'}r{a".{ 16 le ::l?aO“I‘QI' du!,

" know If sometnmg like Lr. at ever appens to! you -

If the cb Id wants Lo 1\:\0{ why. natber {?'\bt ‘(or zmy adult) wanild do such a
thing, you. might explain tl\at- ‘ . Lo T
’Sonmz'hmec },eome Have pmb éms that make them want to do lhmns ;hat
- they shouldn't. It doesn't mean that Fathes Robert i§ a bad person, ‘mt it is.
[important that he get hélp for his probioms That is why it xs important that- -
other adultg be told when such things have ‘r‘ap"mwu s g m.} can Mn‘
[Father Robert. _I is gemng sx..u:h *\e.p nbht now.” ~
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/- amiost l1ke1y be uncomfartable in anbwering them Ar v‘qohned Tans

-The follemng exan‘*p‘e may nelp
- Son, 4o you. remamber m.ther Robert frbm the Boy h*ir; Scﬁe of the :
“boys from’ the ehoir. have recently mentiongd that ke somstimes gave them
-'f.._f._»touchmg you your 1r>g~ tummy, or pnvate par*s"“

If the answex is. he, y7u mxght wam to- say snmethmﬁ hl\e

- =;”O K., fme 1 was just\ crvious, - If ym. think af snmeth.ng, mterj st tt: e

know. Somelimes some adults do things thataren't such a good idea, or t‘mt ;

- make. you. uncomfortable; and it is always, Jmpormf‘s{ to; Ie? dxm*rxer it '.ml‘
“"".’knew if Sﬂme*nmé liko- t..h [ ever nappers te: ye..z -

5“)'1 1.‘ Gorsue, Puid,

l\ RY !’ llulllll .
CU335 Srave SrRent !

$aNga -H.\tgu.&&.’a. Cause - D

() HNT RN

K

Septe*n 13, 1992 i
sucms*r;o, 15 FOR PARENTS. wxxo WISH TO ASK T H“< HLDREN o
| ABOUT POSSIBLE SEXUAL mmmep -

: In general i bcst to appmach these Thatters m a ceim, .rnhxed nat_ter- B _ _
tor-Fact way. 1f you are uncomifortable in asking the Huestions, your child vﬂ} oA

iudgﬂmental approach is most hkely t0 ehcx* frugh kfut anstvars, Few cmldren o

. _‘:-lel want 10 tell theair parents nbeut somethmg that :mg parenh_\,, va,, 35
¢ -shocking or horrifying. Thefefore, :t is-best to: mquue abaut sj,ecmc eventb m
L _n;as neutral a fashion as posq;ble s T '

“Back rubs and tummy Fubs, [ 'was Just curmua,»dxc‘; he ever gn’e back s m
wrmy. rubs to you? -Did: he ever itivile. you to play- games that mvmved

i1 f.‘h& child wants 1o kn o.;] wn)- I‘ath iicbertt'{ar' é’xr‘:y’a}iul‘i} wauld de such a

‘ tbmg you. nght exp lnm that'”

. Some;xmes peopxe have pz‘obzem: that trake Fhem want to Jﬁ t}nngs that

o they shouldn't. It doesn‘t'mean that Father Robert is a bad person, but it is.

important that he get help for his pmblams That is why it is zmpdrmm that.. 7
other adults. be told wheri such things have !\appc.md see that they can help -
Father, RO"eff-. le is getiing such *1e1p rxght now:’ T
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) The Franciscan provinze ha

s szied Fr. Tom West, M.A. b0 aldo
be avaitable to all haﬁtaa concerned for &piridual or counzsiing
asszﬁ?anue‘ ‘He ran pe’ ﬁpdkkgd at 415 B43-81t1+ o :

, ] 'n:xvxduala Who are now age 14
_1ﬂ, uyen,fit 1: pﬂcnmmﬁndad than_they be g&ggn_a topy of this
T . '

-ttéﬁ to read ton them=~1»e o

Itis lmpaxtaut that e 1e¢rn if thhr 1ndlu‘du&!“ wercf

interfered with in any way., 14 apy YoUNY men recelved Unwanied
sttention from Fr. Rcb/ﬂt they are ashed to notify their parents,
sr{¥ they prefer, they. can notify Dr. Gorsuch confidentially &y

 phongtat (805 ¢87~3128 or.in whiting &t 4335 Staty Stpewt, u&ﬁta :
‘Barbara, TA $3101. They may alay contact Fr. .Tom West . .
ucnfldenthl!y at. (418). 883=914! or uﬂtte to him at 133 Bo!uan

j‘fhate Ave bgn Franuxsco, ué 94!9

syggestions, or ta-consdlt: Dr . - Gorsuch ae Fry Tom West fop
ssistidgae. Kesp in mind. that we have no evidence that! 3ny
;xr-pprapraate s:tzv;ty pecurped batwesn Fr.. Rebert and .any_ othar

L"{buvb 1n +he‘uhaxr dt uny txme durxng the past exuht 5&&?@.

. J'
. N\anever & truwtwﬁ and admxr—d +xgure betﬁays our hon¥ duh
_fpellngs ‘of hurt, afger:and dishay are {nevitable.. W2 may..

i fxnst\aliy,dﬂa1 thh auch +ee%xng= thruugh the“Use of denial

4'_(dx=be\1eV1ng ‘the truthy ‘op. projection: (blﬁnxng the Churelt ar
“other iadividuals o*_zn~txtutxon,> Conversaly, qupe anger m¢v b

dimed dipgéntly at the fadividual - in ‘question. Any i S 3 af th&ﬁé%é o

’3uf~elxng= are normale In any avant -most individeals and families.
RC »‘benwtxt 4rom an open digrudsion of thein resctions. - They Mg
sowlsho b dharetheir fealings aﬂd coneErns with Gther- ramxqus and
< ihdividiale from the Boys Chair, op. the* may w:sh £ do 56

-f{prxuately or with é proiesexeﬂa..

L Fuf 4nyan= wha wxshs to taVe advantaﬂa of it, graup méatxng -
-Hcs been gchaduled for Nédﬂzﬁd;y, Qs tober 28th, at PEM, Tf& _
puopose o* “the- meeting will be to answer questions, thars. common

concerns; ‘and axprass the many fexlings that inevitably emerge in
thie type of situyation. Flaasa RSVE to &82-5441 i you wish io

idk%&FU¢ :
‘Digectar, Raoberk He!man, Fﬂ. Tom Neew, snd De. Gorsuch will: be
Pt »ent._ : N

e . Sincerely,

... OFMVANH1
Fr.ldoceph-thnnxLx, LT B - Santa E%Pba?i Boys Ghuir,
ek s S Buaats i Dl .

stions abhout. ham 0 aaut hangdl s

Parents a? yaungar thldréﬁ m;y wxsh tc #afuﬁ to the encz;Aedfif-"

the Franciscan Minieter Pravinsial,
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o

However, if the chitd has an: swered that such incidents did Haﬂpcn to hirm,

- you might start by asking: - ' ' :

"Did that ever make you embarraaséd or- uncemfortable?”
- 1If the child responds {hat yes it did:

"Well, it was wrong of Father Robert to 4o thac, but it certamly wag not wur
fa’ult.“ -

' ‘,‘You might then explain (as- abo"e} why Father Robert would do euch a thlng*

L ) and suggest that.

"We tmk to a Doc.tm‘ about this and axplam what happmed 50 thai F*zher
. - Robert can get help for his problems, and so that the Ductcr Can help }c«q to-
_ understaﬁd mat 'fhls wasn't your | f:—mlt "

o lf the child has answered tbaf yes th:s did happnn to }um but no it d‘d nnt

" make him ‘embarrassed or uncomfortable, you should pm"*ab;y -explain that it.'
“was not 2 good idea for Father Robert.to do this and explain (ag above) wity: it

“is important to always tell another aduit when such a thing happens lf yau
© wish, you may still suggest that :

"W -explain to a Doctor what happened so tha Father Rcbe;{ can get he}p.fof '

| . -his problems" .

The abme are just suggestmns and you should feel free fa se ai‘
some, or none of them.” 1'am avallable for consultation In person-or by yhan
_ to assist you in this process, and of course to meat with you and your child if
he has been the reupient of any unwamed sexusal a%enhm Tf you have any
quesmns plcace call me ISG:J) 687-3128 A ~

Sincerely, -

- Scoit Gorsuch, Fh.D.,
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Third Party Privacy Rights

] Qvember 9, 1992

" Most Reverend Roger Mahony

- Cardinal Archbishop of Los Angeles

Archdiocese of Los Angeles
1531 West Ninth Street

Los Angeles, CA '90015-1194
' Dear Cardinal Mahony:

You have not met us, . declining our offer to meet thh you in 1989 ,

- .referrmg us mstead to your auxiliary, Bishop Patrick Ziemann. Our

.names and our Story shoutd. be fannhar_to you.

You should

 admitted’ of like" activity thh;
by then 21 years of age, the statute of limitations ha :
out. Therefore, ‘there was no legal punishment for more than three

years of very serious on going sexual molestatlon under threat to
maintain hls sﬂence :

What you must know is that in December of 1991 we learned that

had also been sexually molestéd when he was

~ around the age of 10 by Fr. Robert Van Handel, O.F.M., founder of the
' Santa Barbara Boys' Choir, faculty member and sometime Rector of

Saint Anthony's Seminary in Santa Barbara. A criminal complaint -

has been ﬁled thh the Santa Barbara Pohce Department.

i ',You demed 1unsd1ct10n in the earher cases betause the pnest
' _perpetrator was a Franc;scan Once -again we- beg to’ chffer mth that
' posture, knowmg that no pnest can- funcuon in the archdlocese
w1thout archdlocesan permxssmn - ' .;—‘ o

' The c1rc1e of pain, dlstrust and damage caused by these men is
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growing and becoming increasingly known in our community. This is
despite years and months respectively of public Church silence.

‘The destruction to young lives is impossible to measure or even
‘estimate. The pain of parents, family members and other community
members cannot be described in just a few words, as we consider. -

the betrayal and manipulation by our dearly loved and trusted
pnests

Itis time for the official Church to publicly address this source of
) pain and destruction. It refuses to go away. It intrudes and weighs
- down all the other moments of our lives. ‘We are attempting to

‘continue our lives in the shadow of our children's suffering and our
- own pain of betrayal and loss.

We spoke of these matters with your Episcopal Vicar, Reverend |
Monsignor John Rohde. We asked that you be personally informed of -

. these tragic developments and our requests for further action by
- you. Your support staff was not satisfied with the verbal requests as
‘conveyed by Monsignor Rohde. They asked that we put our
challenges in writing. So, once again we are writing to you hoping
that you will take a more proactive approach this time. Now that
this is being put in written form you will note that the letter is being
shared with interested. members of the community.

Cardinal Mahony, we challenge you as spiritual leader of this
archdiocese, as shepherd of a wounded and wandering flock to
"address this horror, the destruction of our children's lives by sexual
abuse by clergy. We challenge you to make a public-statement
regarding this matter. :

' Further, we challenge you to form an independent committee to
formulate a policy for education, prevention, and response to this
evil that includes proper reporting to civil authorities. If such a
policy exists, it should be reviewed especially as it pertains to .

~ outreach and care of victims and family members. It should define a

response to those molested by Order priests, who receive their
permission to work in the area from the Archdiocese..

Finally, we challenge you to implement age-appropriate programs of
.education to teach children in Kindergarten through High School to
" protect themselves from all forms of sexual abuse, These programs
should be in place and operatmnal in one year. K adequately and

OFM VANH 1
0629



' 3RD PARTYPI ACY

sensitively educated, the children are their own best first line of
defense. There needs to be concurrent seminars for parents to
educate them and foster knowledge so that the children may turn to
their parents and to other adults in. safety, knowing that they will be
believed and threats cannot be made good to-enforce their silence.

These three items can be accomplished without great difficulty or
- expense. - They do require a firm commitment to the safety and

~ health of our children and young people. Implementation of these

measures would go a long way toward lessening the heart rending,

.soul slaying anguish-of the horror of clerical sexual abuse.

- We are ready to meet with you at any time to discuss. these three
_items and any related matters. .

You must know that the good works and ministry of the archdlocese
have been undermined by this horrendous evil. No ministry has any
value if its price is paid with the life of one child. The archdiocese
. canremain silent no longer in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

cc:  Bishop Patrick Ziemann Third Pa;ty Privacy Rights

- Rev. Tom West, O.FM. -
Rev. Msgr. John Rohde
Editor Los Angeles Times

‘Editor National Catholic Reporter

President of Call to Action

Pres1dent of V.O.C.A.L. (V1ct1ms of Clergy Abuse Link Up)
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CONFIDENTIAL

Robert Van Handel - September 30, 1994

The Provincial Definitorium of the Province of St. Barbara met to discuss the
status of Robert Van Handel's relation to the Order now that he has been

~ convicted and sentenced for the sexual molestation of someone under 16 years of
age. The Definitorium must consider if Robert is to be dismissed from the Order

. according to Canon 1395.2. The Canon does not require dismissal (si casus ferat).

However, the Definitorjum must review the case and offer an opinion to the
Minister Provincial.

The Definitorium looked at the factors involved in this discussion:

liability for the Province, scandal for the people of God, health of Robert, good of

the fraternity, the gospel way of life, the timing and the situation, the reputation

~ and morale of the local commumty that he might live with if he stays in the
Order. : .

- The Definitorium examined the following options available to it:
do nothing
~ dismiss him immediately
. decide not to dismiss -
request letter from Robert in which he would ask to leave the Order
~ delay any final decis_ion. .

P oo o

The Definitorium is recommending to the Provincial Mindster that he not act at
this time, but leave the option open for review in the future and that such a
_ review should take place in a year. The Definitorium recommends the above

- -action for the following reasons:

« the frail psychological state of Robert Van Handel

* the lack of further information regarding liability implications

« the expectation of the people of God that the Province oversee
Robert in the future

« the desire of the majority of friars to balance ]ustlce with mercy

in the treatment of Robert

* give Robert time to discern Bdden own future vocation

* the Province's plan to set up a house of containment could impact
Robert's future.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Robert Van Handel - September 30, 1994

The Provincial Definitorium of the Province of St. Barbara met to discuss the
status of Robert Van Handel's relation to the Order now that he has been
convicted and sentenced for the sexual molestation of someone under 16 years of
age. The Definitorium must consider if Robert is to be dismissed from the Order
according to Canon 1395.2. The Canon does not require dismissal (si casus ferat).
 However, the Definitorium must review the case and offer an opinion to the
Minister Provincial.

. e
 The Definitorium looked at the factors involved in this discussion:- ‘
liability for the Province, scandal for the people of God, health of Robert, good of
the fraternity, the gospel way of life, the timing and the situation, the reputation
and morale of the Jocal community that he might live with if he stays in the
Order.

The Definitorium examined the following options available to it:

a. do nothing ‘

b. dismiss him. 1mmed1ate1y

c. decide not to dismiss

d. request letter from Robert in which he would ask to leave the Order
e delay any final decision.

The Definitorium is recommendmg to the Provincial Minister that he not act _at
this time, but leave the option open for review in the future and that such a
. review should take place in a year. The Definitorium recommends the above
_ action for the following reasons: . ‘
» the frail psychological state of Robert Van Handel
¢ the lack of further information regarding liability 1mp11cat10ns
~ » the expectation of the people of God that the Province oversee
Robert in the future
* the desire of the majority of friars to balance justice with mercy
in the treatment of Robert
* give Robert time to discern hown own future vocation _
< the Province's plan to set up a house of containment could impact
Roberts future.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Robert Van Handel : : . September 1995 'v

I -0 tcd to the Definitorium that he had visited Robert at the
San Luis Obispo Men's Colony.- During his visit, ] raised a number of issues
with Robert. One such issue was Robert's future once he is released from
prison. Robert and the Definjtorium will need to look at a number of thlons

It was also reported that individuals are cdmrng forward at this time who say that
they were abused by Robert from the years 1984 - 1989 when Robert left Santa
Barbara. ,

It was agreed that there would be a thorough evaluatlon of Robert's situation: at
the November meetmg of the Defmltonum
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CONFIDENTIAL

Robert Van Handel : ' November 1995

The Deﬁmtonum reviewed the situation of Robett Van Handel. He is pr%enﬂy in the State Prison
_at Vacaville, Callfornia and has a possible release date of March 1998. .

. I - Provincial Minister, made the fallowing observations:

* Robert has not given any consideration as to his future after his release date;
- Itis a fact that he will always be in a high risk category which means that he
will always need a high level ofoonsmm care and monitoring.

In discussing the vanous options open to Robert, the Definitorium made the followlng points:
»‘Robert needs to work through his future vis a vis the Order; it would be preferable
if he made the decision while he was in a safe environment; .
- Robert as part of his decision-making process needs {0 understand the
severity of limitations that will be placed on him if he remains in the Order.

it was agreed that this Definitorium would like to set as its goals with respect to Robert:
» help him make the decision to leave the Order on his own;
- assure him that the Order would take care of him during his probation and help
him during-his probation to leave the Order and get established;
» make a final decwslon on thls issue by September 1996 :

If Robert does not agree to the above it was the:t _en_ta_t_:y_e_ggmm_ of the Deﬁmtonum that the
Canon Law regarding dismissal froim the Order shouid be invoked in this.case.
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‘Would come to boys at night. Rubbed

their backs and bodies would mastur-
bate them. One student believes there
may have been oral copulation. One
students described the "massages” as
going on for hours. Another said when
he feigned sleep he would go over to
his roomate. One student attempted to
“make himself undesirable by stoppmg
his showering etc. They. would both. .
feign sleep. One student resorted
having a walkman on during the-
saults, One Student. said he saw-
to another students room, the mo
tors and friars were the only ones
 flashlights.

1976 o |
RVH grabbed his genitals in hot tub

dal Profile
5.1987-

1978 .
#of Victims interviewed as of 8/19/93=7

# of Suspected Victiims not interviewed= 2-10

1975-87 A. . 6-10 years old at beginning
of photo sessions. BOI has seen a sam-
pling of the pictures.

Nude Photography. Pictures taken in Choir

. {room at Semninary, his office and at the
- lereek on Seminary grounds X mentioned

|9EpinG o enmmftttros

580 -
|naked swimming with Choir Boy in pool
‘{behind mission
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air reward. |,

e other
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m to have
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1976-

During trip in car, RVH suggested and
played I-Spy where the loser would have
to take off a piece of clothing, RVH
would tickle the boys and "accidently”
touch genitals. On trip to Europe, boys
father said his son said he played a dart/
undress game with RVH. :

. v me——
[

e ommnt e

.More than several people we have inter-
viewed, menuoned the tnps to Europe.

chargé of sett:mg up the stages, attempted
to keep the adult "sponsors” away from

{the kids, One mother said her son told her |

was rubbing their backs at
several trips there was a two
week period of time where RVH would

the rest of the choir left for home. We
have an extended list of possible

"special." boys RVH suposedly spent

alone tune with,

stay alone with a boys choir member.after.

ADVAIMd A Vd Q¥E



_Seminary
76-85 ,

Would come to boys at night. Rubbed
their backs and bodies would mastur-
bate them. One student believes there
may have been oral copulation. One
students described the "massages” as

going on for hours. Another said when -

he feigned sleep he would go over to
his roomate. One student attempted to

make himself undesirable by stopping =

his showering etc. They would both
feign sleep. One student resorted to
having a walkman on during the as-
saults. One Student. said he saw a visit

to another students room, the modera- -

tors and friars were the only ones with
flashlights.

nH‘daJ fil

. 19751987
# of Victims interviewed as of 8/19/93=7
# of Suspected Victims not interviewed= 2-10

Photograpt ir Mem

of photo sessions. BOI has seen a sam-
plmg of the plctlll‘eS

Nude Photography. Pictures taken in Choir

room at Serhinary, his office and at the

with kids names in his room. Their reward
was ice cream., "Don't tell, or the other
boys will be jealous.”

Prior to nude photography with X. , RVH

* |told him “It's only Natural" for him to have

an erection during massage. X. remembers
being fondled while sitting nude in RVH
lap while X. was listening to music on a
walkman. One Choir Boy mentioned he

Mel Jursich mentioned he would get mad
atRVH for having him there.

1975-87 A. . 6-10 years old at beginning |

creek on Seminary grounds. X mentioned
seeing a row of slide photo albums labeled |

Road Games

1976-
‘During trip in car, RVH suggested and

would tickle the boys and "accidently"

| touch genitals, On trip to Europe, boys

father said his son said he played a dart/
undress game with RVH.

would eat dinner at semminary with RVH.. | -

3RD PARTY PRIV~ Y

1976
RVH grabbed hi§ genitals in hot tub

75-80
naked swimming with Choir Boy in pool

behmd mlssmn

Suspicions
- More than several people we have inter-
viewed, mentioned the trips to Europe.

{fcharge of settmg up the staéés, attempted

to keep the adult sponsors" away from

that vas rubbing their backs at
night. On several trips there was a two
week period of time where RVH would
stay alone with a boys choir member.after
the rest.of the choir left for home, We

| have an extended list of possible

"special " boys RVH: suposedly spent

alone time thh

The boys were isolated, in new environ-

played I-Spy where the loser would have | -
| to take off a piece of clothing, RVH 1
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Priest at St. Francis arrested

for alleged child m

By JED LOGAN
- Stafl Writer

I’rieSt . handel was -au:cm;egth of §§£ pired, Thayer wid: -
. : tcn‘fcl:!s‘uug:\“ 1:31\:“ wase:rr'es' | A e resentative. of tht:l S: K
. Continued from pag€ Al gn child molestation CHAIRES.. Franch ﬁ:dn::: gr::x‘;rc\? ‘on th
. month after the victim 1e rted = - Howeveg, Vaihandel v:;s :?ogac - nent.on .
vanhandel's alleged activity. nevef pn%e;\mzd because the SHLT:
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"Z'A piest at the S¢ Francis Re-

treat Center ‘was arrested by the
Santa Barbara Police Depart-
ment Tuesday for having alleg-
edly molested a young boy dur-
inlg,_the 1980 o

he Rev. Robert Michael Van-
handel was arcested. on suspi-
cion of lewd or lascivious acts
with & minor with a '$250,000
warrant, according to_informa-
gon ‘from 11 John Thayer of
the Santa Barbara Police Depart-
ment T
*.Vanhandel, the fopuer head
of the Santa Barbara Boys Cholr
it St. Anthony's Seminary in
Santa Barbara, is accused of re-
peatedly moles‘ml:f a choirt
member, Thayer said. | C

‘Maryland,

_ Vanhandel has been stationed
at the retreat center in San juan

- Bautista for the past six months

where he has been working ay 2
bookkeeper and doin other
clerical tasks, iccording to

Thayer. : .

“{ think the church assigned
him there not so much to hide
(him) 85 30 reduce his exposure
to the public,” Thayer 3aid.

Before he was transferred fo
St. Francis, Vanhandel was sent
by the Catholic Church to St
Luke’s, & treatmznt centef In
from May of 1992 to
!.ru*:ze of 1993, according to

a

started in March of 1983 when
the boy was 8 years old and.
confinued until ~September of
1989 when the boy turned 14,

ey T

|0 December of 1992, Vao-

quently spent the nt

Ker. : . .
The - alleged molestation

olestation

according to Thayer. : .
The victim, who is now 18,
told investigators that he. fre-
A t on 2
couch 'In Vanhandel's apant-
ment in the seminary where
Vanhande! would - reportedly
massage him and rub his geni-

tals, Thayer sadd, ’
_The afleged molestation con.
tinved even after the youth left
the seminary In December of
1987 to transfer to Santa Bar-
bara High School.
_ Yanhandel xeﬁaonedly had the
outh spend at least one night a
week at his spartment, Thayer
sald. - - .. :
‘Santa Barbara Pollce started
the investigation earlier this

Please see PRIEST, page Aé

- statute of limitations had ‘&
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LICENSED MARRIAGE, LICENSED .CLINICAL SUITEE o 6228 CATHEDRAL OAKS RD.
FAMILY AND CHILD . SOCIAL WORKER GOLETA PROFESSI( " BLDG. GOLETA, CALIFORNIA 93117
COUNSELOR #5777 #3591 GOLETA, CALIFORI A7 TEL. (805) 967-8513

TEL. (805) 967-8513

I“ michael john eremia, m.sw.

CONPDENTAL e

Mr. Rueben Guiterrez _ 15 A
Deputy Probation Officer ‘ P
Santa Barbara County Probation Wi h
. 117 B. Carrillo Street : Raaagd

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 : ‘

Re: Robert Van Handel
Dearx Mr. Guiterrez: ] ' .

- I am writing on behalf of the above=named client, a self-
confessed child molester currently detained -at the IRC ‘facility of
Santa Barbara County Jail while awaiting sentencing. Please accept.
the following clinical evaluation .and recommendations for -your
| review and. consideration. ' - S ‘

Mr. Van Handel, a 5'9" tall Caucasian male " welgh1ng 156 1lbs.,
with brown eyes, baldlng with brown hair, is a Franciscan priest
vhose meek demeanor, hunched stance, and soft-spoken voice reflect
his self-reports of feelings of humiliation, guilt and inadequacy.
Even while acknowledging his own capacity for being manipulative, -
this prisoner comes across as a kind, empathic, intelligent, and
passive man. His general attitude and behavior during the twice’
"weekly sessions since April 12 "have been. characterized by
.cooperativeness, anxiety, d1sp1ays of remorse and. self—p1ty,'and4—
.at tlmes—-despaxr. - .

The quality - of Mr. Van Handel' speech suggests he is
struggling for control over unwanted feelxngs of helplessness,
while speaking spontaneously, clearly and coherently, the rate of
flow indicates he is carefully thinking through his- thoughts and
‘verbal productions in an effort to reduce his anxieties about-
imprisonment, while making certain ‘the interviewer obtains needed
information. ‘The client readily acknowledged that one of the most
anxiety-inducing aspects of imprisonment for him is the loss of
control over management of his daily 1life. Jail time has
heightened his self-acknowledged exaggerated control needs by
frustrating his abilities to function freely in society. All of
Mr. Van Handel’s speech has been relevant in content, with no
evidence of loss of goal idea, thought blocking, or circumstantial -
responses. . o

His primary mood is depression, currently controlled by a
daily intake of 25 mg. of Zoloft, reportedly prescribed by the
| County Jail psychiatrist, Dr. Howard Babus. -Additionally, the

prisoner is administered 100 mg. of Nortriptalene to. reduce his
bedtime anxieties and '‘make sound sleep’ pessxble. Dur1ng the

memberships: AMERICAN ASSOCIATION AMERICAN ORTHOPSYCHIATRIC -AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF
: -OF MARRIAGE AND ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED SEX EDUCATORS, COUNSELORS
FAMILY THERAPISTS AND THERAPISTS
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Rueben Guiterrez

Santa Barbara County Probation
May 18, 1994

Page 2 :

interview sessions, Mr. Vvan Handel, appearing preoccupied,
frequently moves his right hand across his forehead or touches the
back of his neck in an apparent effort to calm or reassure himself
as he discloses his life history and daily activities, thoughts and
moods. The telling and re-telling of personal details of his life
and anti-social behavior has been both anxiety-provoking and
depressing for this man. ‘ :

The onset, duration, and intensity of his depression have an
.escalating history dating back to 1983 when he sought private
"therapy with Gerald White, Ph.D., clinical psychologist. At that .
‘time, thoughts of suicide were strong and pervasive enough to cause
chronic loss of sleep. Currently, obsessive thoughts about suicide
do recur, but the client states he would not act on those thoughts
and does not view himself as suicidal. In his presentat;on of
self, Mr. Van Handel gave no evidence of complaints or overconcern
with his physical health or body functioning. Nor did he display

. the symptomatic expression of ruminative thinking--repeated

thoughts at the abstract ideational level. Such thinking is found
in " those sex pffenders who are either pre-schizophrenic, in a state
.of ‘denial, or simply trying to distract the interviewer—--none of

~ " which apply to this client. ‘There is some evidence of echolalia,

or perseverated thinking, in Mr.‘Van Handel’s repetitive references
to his conviction that he is "a failure with nothing to live for."
“The client produced no thoughts or verbalizations.which suggested
delusions, hallucinations, or parano1d ideas of reference in which
, he felt he was being victimized into behaving in antl—soc1al ways.

His description of his llfe history, the’ anti—soc1a1 acts he
- committed, and his current mood and thoughts reveal a man of above
_average intelligence. 'He is oriented to time, place,. persons and
circumstances in uniformly appropriate wvays. . Mr. Van Handel makes
good eye contact and speaks softly in measured, deliberate  tones,

"both when speaking spontaneously and when respondlng to inquiries.

His verbal and non-verbal communications about himself and his role
indicate an awareness that he is responsible for ‘his past compul-
sive actions. The client questioned whether or not he was engaging
in selective perception and recall when ‘describing interactions
with minors from 1987 until 1992. He displayed good remote memory
in recalling his early childhood, adult life from 1965 to 1983, and
good immediate memory descrlblng events from 1992 to the present..

Mr. vVan Handel made .it clear that he wanted full dlsclosure of
- hig acting-out history. - as a step in controlllng 'his pedophilic

" - tendencies. He said he fully recognized that his full and candid

disclosures increased the risk of additional or maximum sentencing

versus the possibility of parole and outpatient treatment. How-

ever, he feels full disclosures to the best of his ab111ty to
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Rueben Guiterrez

- Santa Barbara County Probation
May 18, 1994

Page 3

recall has a therapeutic effect which outweighs the rlsk factor

.v_a55001ated with the actual sentencing.

_ Accordxngly, he furnished the following personal history. The
client states he was born to an 2American father stationed in the
military and a British celonial mother in Georgetown, Guyana, on
April 2, 1947. His parents had met in Guyana during World War II,
when the terrltory was known as British Guiana. The cobuple married
and moved to Wisconsin .where Mr. Van Handel'’s mother gave ‘birth to
his older sister, Sandra. His mother became depressed to the point
the family returned to what is now known as Guyana. His sister,
Christine, was born there Aptll 14, 1945, and two years later he
_‘arrived on the scene. In 1949 the entlre family returned. to
Wisconsin 'and began ‘a series of moves to various m111tary bases. -
By the time he was seven years old, he had lived in Kimberly,
. Wisconsin, Fort Wayne, Indiana, Buffalc, New - York, and Atlanta,
Georg1a. ‘Mr, Van Handel’s father was an Air Force officer working
S in varlous A1r Force finance officés. : :

‘The fam:.ly moved from Van Nuys .to Inglewood—-—then to Buena
park. When. he was 6 or 7 years o0ld (1953-54), the client states,
he got in trouble for pu111ng down the pants of another boy.: His
family lived’ comfortably since the father worked both:as a real
estate appraiser and as a savings and loan officer. In 1956 the
family settled. in Buena Park where Mr. Van Handel attended St.
" Pious V Catholic Elementary School from 5th through 8th grades.
‘§ignificant c¢hildkood memories. during grade school years, which
proved to be anxiety provoking, centered around authority figures, -
He recallé feeling confused and upset by hav1ng his genitals
exdmined by a phy51c1an

B Intg:agtlons w1th hlS father were dlfficult- &ndv-éften
frightening, Describing his father as ‘having "a terrible temper’
. Que to his alcoholism,"™ the client recalls resenting the rigid,

authoritarian parenting the family was subjected to. .. He said his .

~ father '"ruined" the good times most families took for granted.
Robert was forced, as a child, to pick weeds on Saturdays; not

allowed to watch TV on school nights. Father was described as
"arrogant, self-centered, cheap, melancholy and concerned with
teligious show."” Mr. Van Handel stated he was prone to being

_.guarded around his father who would not tolerate. any 1look of

a dissatisfaction .on the faces of any of his children. There was to

be no disagreement with any of his decrees, no back-talk, and no
spontaneous dissént. . His younger brother, Peter, was born in 1956.
‘The' .youngest 51b11ng, David, was born in 1958, as the fanily
© continued its traditional and routine rituals of obedience to
father and mandatory church attendance. ‘ : : :
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_Rueben Guiterrez

Santa Barbara County Probation
May 18, 1994

Page 4

puring his four: years at Pious V Elementary School, Robert
states he was a B. student who was fearful of his parents. He

. described his mother as critical and emotionally distant. She

would wring her hands when upset and say thlngs like, "You lazy
~boy,™ "I'm going to wring your ears," or "I'm going to knock your
block off.” when his .father was upset, the sound of his raised
voice made Robert try te get out of his way as quickly as possible
" or to lxterally hide. When he was in the 8th grade, his father
read him:- a Cathelic sex education book. This proved to be a
“ traumatic experience for him, because lis sisters witnessed this
A_happenlng and laughed.at him during and after each forced. readzng.

- Upon his graduation from Pious V at age 14, the family sent
‘him to 8t. Anthony’s Seminary in Santa Barbara to continué his
. education., - The client stated that he wanted and welcomed the
experience of getting away.from his family. HRis father urged him
by statlng, "You really ought to try it." Robert declared he liked
+the seminary high school experience but found languages and math
. difficult. It was a very structured program. A lot of his friends

4in the high school left -prematurely because of the rigidity of the
- academic- program:. - He experienced anxiety when four of his friends
‘were .expelled for talking to girls. At age ' 15 his anxiety and
corifusion escalated when he was molested by an alcoholic priest at
“the semlnary The allegedly offending priest was unnamed but was
_1dent1f1ed as’ the v1ce prlnclpal of the school : :

, Accord1ng to Mr. Van Handel,; the prlest entered his room,- .
‘pulled down his pajamas, rubbed his chest until he got an erection,
‘then. played with Robert’s genitals for about 10 minutes. Robert
-states he was embarrassed and ashamed but didn’t know who “to talk
- t6° about the trauma. The priest reportedly told him "the rubbing -
" exercise" was designed to make him perspire and thereby rid him of
his "fever." . The client states he was confused by the experience
which ‘did not affect his academic or social performance at the
seminary. <Throughout his high scheol years he was perceived and
freated by peers -and faculty as "boylshly naive,"”

~ During these . years (1961 1965), hls tenperamental, .alcoholic
" father visited him.once a month, usually alone, because his mother.

suffered from car sickness. While he welcomed the infreguent:
visits by both parents, he was apprehensive when his father came
alcone. Every summer the family rented a cabin near Big Bear.

- Robert spent the summers from 1961 to 1965 struggling with.
- nighttime wet dreams and guilt stemmlng from the foreboding
warnings, "Try not to enjoy it" he read in a book written by a

.‘congervative Catholic. Upon his graduation from igh school at
the seminary in 1965, he took a neighboerhood gir. to.
a mov1e theater - It ‘was memerable because it was h irst and
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last date, ending with a kissless "goodnight.”

That fall he entered San Luis Rey College, a Franciscan
- seminary near Oceanside, California. He, like other ‘seminarians.
- whose parents couldn’t subsidize them, was required to-pay his own
‘tuition. Aftér hig father was laid off, Robert began to work full-
time during the summer in order to pay for his college tuition for
_ his f1na1 two years. In his second year at -San Luis Rey, fellow
_seminarians began to confide in one another about the freguency of
their masturbation. Robert states he was "amazed" by the revela-=
tion and began to fantasize interchangeably about having sex with
boys . and women. He realized in 1966 for the first time that the.
sexual. attraction to children was real after he saw a picture of a
young boy ‘swimming while in an inner tube. The client states he .
was aroused. and startled by the experlence of being aroused., When

- he questloned a fellow seminarian regarding his classmates*® re-

action to the same picture and got a neutral re5ponse, he felt
“uneasy at his own reactlon of arousal. :

: From 1966 through 1969, he developed afid cultivated an 1ntense
interest in music. - In retrosPect, he realizes he was’ subllmatlng
- his sexual interest into. the world of music. After graduation in
1969 from the.college at San Luis Rey with a Bachelor of- Arts in
' Philosophy, Mr. Van Bandel spent the summer of 1969 in Oregon. 1In
-'Corvalls he worked at the  Children’ s Farm Home as _a child care'

ith whom he shared a nonfsexual
ISHYP 1 T i ‘According to him, there were .no
actlng—out episodes on his part during thig perlod From there, he
was transferred to the Franciscan Novitiate in Sacramento where he.
- worked at St. Patrick’s Children’s Home as a child care worker
during ‘the period of ‘August 15, 1969 to August 16, -1970. No
offenses were perpetrated, he declares, in this time per10d5

. In September 1970 he enrolled in the.rrancrscan Schgol " of
Theology in: Berkeley, California and pursued theological studies.
there until October 1973, bDuring this time he started a boys’
choir and found himself attracted to the young boys. in -the choir.
puring October 1973 he was sent to Oxford University in England,
. University of Freiburg ‘in Germany, and-then to Cambridge University
to continue his graduate studies in theology. Mr. .Van Handel
‘states "he was shocked and aroused by the open display of pictures
- of nude children and sex between children and adults in ‘many
. magazines for sale in European cities, ,
, He returned Eron Europe -during the summer of 1974 and went to,
,APhbenax, Arxzona at the direction of his Provincial in order tq
“enter’ an internship as a church deacon._ ' Robert worked in a
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parochial school teaching singing for six months. He states he was
attracted to a young boy at the school but did not act-out because
of the attraction. This child, approximately 9 years old, fit the
profile of so many of Mr. Van Handel's subsequent victims, he
declared. He was slight, slender and appeared helpless, When
encouraged to describe his own attitudes, behavior and appearance
at a similar stage of psychosexual development, Mr. Van Handel wept
and statéd he recalls feeling frlghtened and needing reassurance
but not knowing how to ask for it. There was a lack of comforting
touching from parents. ' '

. In the spring of 1975, he completed his graduate work in
Theology in Berkeley vhere he resumed working with the Boys’ Choir -
. which he started. On May 17, 1975, he was ordalned a- Franciscan ..
- priest at St. Mary’'s Cathedral in San Francisco. #His plan and goal
was to enter the .graduate program in Education -at U.C. Berkeley
where he had applied and was accepted for admission. Robert stated
he was bitterly disappointed and upset when the -Provincial “would
" not lét him attend. Instead, he was sent--over his protest--to St.

. Anthony's Seminaty in Santa Barbara. - His dislike .for the assign-
ameént was immediate and pervasive, and he cited several reasons for
his reaction to St: ‘Anthony’s. ' . : :

First, the staff had been depleted with the ‘departure of

teachers for - financial and personal reasons. “Mr. Van . Handel was
given the work of two former instructors in his first year as a
‘teacher. Secondly, the dcademic climate, as well as the social

milieu, had changed since he was a student at the schoel in the

. early 1960’s ‘The stress was severe, because the student body had. . =~

changed from predomlnantly well-mannered Caucasian children w1111ng
to pursue rigorous academic studies to a mixture of lower income
. minorities who refused to study Latin and Greek, and generally:
‘behiaved in an unruly manner, according to him. The curriculum had
changed from classical to modern, and he was not really equlpped to
_prov1de f1rst~class teaching in math and science.

» Mr. Van Handel remaxned a teacher at St. Anthony s from 1975
until 1985. He says that the combination of hls.attractlon to
children and his frustration with work led him in 1976 to succumb
to the temptation to photograph children in the nude and to tickle
them. He stated this activity was self-reinforcing, because no one.
- resisted or complained: ¥Further, he assumed their parents knew but
didn’t care about what he viewed as harmless fun at the time. Mr.
van Handel appeared eager to stress that he was never naked with
. any of the boys, never masturbated in front of them, and never had

oral sex with any of them. At the same time, he did acknowledge
that he did derive sexual gratification from these activitd :
took ‘place from 1975 until 1983 He name
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néas the six-young—
vities during that

eight-year period.

These activities ceased, the client states, when he saw a 1983
article in the L.A. Times documenting the arrest of the director of
the California Boys’ Choir on charges of molestation. - Mr. van
Handel consulted Jerry' White, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist, for
-about six months in 1983 and in 1987 to cope with his suic¢idal
depression over the realization that he cgould be facing similar
charges one day. He says he did not reveal to Dr, White the .
etiology of his depression, becausé he was aware Of reporting
_-requ1rements therapiste are bound by in all cases of child abuse,
- After teérminating his therapy w1th pr. White, he began to take

3 an eight-year-old choir member, -under his wing. The
- ~he ] mother was "unreliable. and
. unpred1ctab1e " Robert took into his apartment on those
" pceasions from 1984 through 1989 when his mother was unavailable or
- d+d not show up after cho;r. 'She was a single, worklng mother.

requested a backrub.
ommodated from 1987

According to Mr. 'Van ‘Handel),
before going to bed, and this reqhégﬁwﬁ """"
through 1989, Over a three-year period, ' was ‘given help with
. homéwork  ‘and meals. This was . culiminate ”wmth nightly massages
which indluded "inappropriate touching." .In describing this aspect
of ‘his history, Robert stated:that he has "a 16t of terrible fears -
- about the potential damage done." He wept as he described the
personal history he wrote for the District Attorney. His explicit
~Sexual hlstory was outlined in a journal written specifitcally for
his therapist, Mary Simoni, at Pacific Treatment Center in Santa -
Cruz. He was at the Center from August 1993 until March 1994 when
- he was arrested and brought to Santa Barbara County to face child

. sex abuse charges, The arrest interrupted a painful but effectlvej"

- therapeutic program which can -document’ 51gnif1cant gains 1n,
controlllng his-latent pedophllla, he states, -

: The client rev1ewed his prlor in- patient and out-patjient
tfeatment at St. Luke’s Institute in Maryland. He received in-
- patient care from June 3, 1992 wuntil Januwary 15, 1993, and out-
'patxent care from January 16, 1993 until July 15 1993 at St.
- Luke’s. T 1t after the family of & :
relatlon to: B} wrote to his Provenc1a17'alleglng
""""""" pla etween their son and Father Van Handel.at
the prlest' initiative. Mr. Van Handel states that when he
switched te the out-patient program which features art therapy as
well cas individual and group- therapy, he got 'in touch. with Hhis -
-anger at his father. 1In art therapy sessions, he experienced fears
of" mﬂnsters he was dtaw1ng as he visnalized his father # face on
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the. completed drawings. In August 1993, his Provincial made him
retiarn. to California to enter the Pacific Treatment Program for sex
offenders in Santa Crusz. This client states agency records will
substantiate that his sexual urges and interests were eradicated as
a result of intramuscular injections of Depo Provera used in
conjunction with traditional therapies, and that he no longer poses
a- threat to ch1ldren.

The following regsponses to questlons posed provide clues to
his current state of mind.

{1) WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST. CONCERN OR FEAR AT THIS TIME?
The actual and potential damage I've done to the young men,
‘the Friars, and the Catholic Church. 1I'm also afraid I won't.
overcome my feeling of failure and that I'1]l never be able to
functlon as a prlest

(2) IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE BOTHERING YOU?

1 feel that I have nothing to live for-—-that everythlng will
‘be. horrible from here: on in. I feel I'm a big embarrassment'
to .the Friars, the Church, and to my family. I feél ah
angulsh over the people I’'ve harmed. I'm bothered by the fact
there’s nothing I can do or gay to make amends that would make
a difference in their 1lives. 1 don’t understand how the

- Friars, my family, and so.many other people can be . so extra-—
ordznarlly supportlve of me.

13) ‘WHAT DO YOU VISUALIZE AS THE WORST CASE SCENARTIO FACING YOU?
" “Having ‘the District. Attorney's office copy -and circulate the.
. sexual hlstory I -produced for my therapist, Mary Simoni, at -

the Pacific. Treatment Center. It’s a confidential medical .

docunent for use ‘in therapy. ~The journal contains the names
of three women I've had sex with--and their identities need to
be protected. I'm just waiting for the News-Press to get a
copy of the journal and 1dent1fy me as- just another of
society'’s monsters, while naming those female partners who are
adults. 1 couldn't handle that. :

{4) WwWHY SHOULD YOU BE TREATED DIFFERENTLY FROM ANY OTHER SEX
OFFENDER?

I don’t expect to be treated differently. I do know that I am

different from others labelled pedophlle, because I've had sex '

with adults of the ‘opposite sex.- I also know that .the
treatment was working. The Depo Provera eliminated my drive
and interests, I'm depressed at having -lost the benefits of
the group: therapy program at Santa Cruz. The court has all
those- rec¢ords,; but I*m prepared for the social prite of my
-aCtlons and fully expect a jail. sentence, regardiess of the
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(B)

16}

(7%

{8)

A9

psychiatrist’s report or any recommendation nade by you.

WHAT GAINS DID YOU MAKE DURING INTENSIVE TREATMENT AT ST,

_ LUKE’S AND PACIFIC TREATMENT CENTER WHICH: LEAD YOU TO BELIEVE
'YOU COULD BE CONSIDERED FOR IMMEDIATE PAROLE AND RETURN TO
- QUT-PATIENT TREATMENT?

The main things are the awareness of my anger, the ability to
express my feelings including anger, and the fact I'm not-
aroused physically by an erotic stimulus--like a picture or a
recordlng—~as long as I’'m.on Depo Provera. I was putting the
p;eces together at the time of my arrest by learning not to

-lie in order to cover up my fears. I feel yery bad;y that_I

lied to the staff at St. Lukes’s.

WHAT IS THE BEST CASE SCENARIO YOU VISUALIZE IN THE SENTENCING
PROCESS?
A full year in jail with lengthy probat1on and parole, along

with a return to mandatory, intensive treatment. I'm fearful

of losing contact with.my therapist, Mary. Simoni, at Pacific

Treatment Center if sent to State prison.. I’d certainly

welcome sessions with you if I'm sentenced to County . Jail.

- 'The contact does help.

WHAT IS THE HARDEST PART OF BEING BEHIND BARS? i

The painful realization I’'m a convicted felon. I wake up numb
to ny feelings until I start talking to you. I'm in hideous
pain here and expect it to get worse. My energy is focused on
fighting self-pity, because it’s counter-productive. . I7m

' acknowledg1ng real feelings of despair, but I can’t let those

feelings push me into a state of total helplessness. Whatever

'~ happens,. happens, and I’1ll have to learn to develop the

strength to deal with it. (Long silence and tears) . The

i alternatlvezls sulc1dg,

WHY SUICIDE?

The most difficult part of incarceration is the recurrent,
intrusive feelings of remorse and guilt over the ‘actual
molestations. When you’re not in the therapy situation on a
day-to-day basis, it’s hard to-digest those feelings. (Tears)
...l recognize I’ve done. wrong and harmed people in the past,
but there’s been. noth;ng since 1989. I understand why. peo le
are angry with me, and I accept their right to be angry. at
I don't understand is' why pebple are so unforgiving and
vindictive. ' : :

ASSUMING YOUR BEST CASE SCENARIO DOES MATERIALIZE, WHAT PLANS,
#0OPES OR GOALS DO YOU HOPE TO PURSUE AFTER. ONE YEAR IN JATL?

‘A1l of my work in studylng for the priesthood: turned. out tc ‘be
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in vain. There is mothing that I aspire to. I would like to’
return to San. Juan Baptista Retreat House and function as:a
bookkeepex. That -way I can resume my therapy at Pacific
Treatment Center in Santa Cruz. Ttheir program is more
confrontational than the program at St. Luke’s. One thing is
certain. With the insights I’ve gained and my status as a-.
convicted felon, I will not put myself in- a situation where a
temptation to re- -offend can occur.

{10) DO YOU FREEL YOU HAVE OTHER- ALTERNATIVES IN THE EVENT YOU ARE
GRANTED IMMEDIATE PAROLE WITHOUT SERVING ADDITIONAL TIME IN
JAIL?

My other option is to stay with the Franciscans and work at
the Archive Library in the American Academy of Franciscan
Hlstory in Berkeley, California. But :eally, 1'd like to hide’
in ‘the .retreat at San Juan Baptista. (silence. and ftears. .
€lient began to tremble.) ...I don’t think I can-make it
outside of the Franciscan order.

A11) WHAT. NAKES YOU BELIEVE THAT? : . CL
© It doesn't take much for me .to think about su1c1de. The idea
seems $o attractive to the.cowardly side of me. I think the
thoughts of suicide are.attractive because it gives me_ the
-feeling of control. I don’t do well when I'm not in control;
. I get really depressed. In jail you're under the control of
people doing the job they're paid to do. They re not pald to

have toncern for or awareness of 1nd1v1dual prlsoners. : .

(12)‘WHY SHOULD ANYONE GIVE CONSIDERATION TO A RECOMMENDATION FOR
PAROLE WITH NO ADDITIONAL JAIL TIME? .
As I said, I haven't committed any offenses since 1989 and
have " been’ very committed to the treatment programs at Bt:
Luke’s and Santa Cruz. Wwhile 1 appreciate such' a recommenda=
tion because I know I'm no.risk to children now, I havé no
realistic expectation that the judge would act on such .a
recommendation. . As much as I'm terrified of 1t, I'm prepared .
for a State prison sentence. , ' '

'.(13) WHY? ~
- I have real enemies in Santa Barbara--the people 1tve - molested
and their familie ars) ..

.................. ‘ y and gave me bhard,
I would expect the judge to make his decision based on- all of
the statements made by everyone affected by my actions, and

not just by the many statements of support I ve received.
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. As you can see from the foregoing responses, Mr. Van Handel,
desplte -his "vulnérability and desperation in the jail settlng,
maintains his stance of acceptlng responsibility for his acts. Be
has an exaggerated negative self-image, .stating he -cannot accept
compliments or positive statements about himself from: any source.
This client exhibits many of the distinctive characteristics seen
in sex offenders. His self-reports and personal history reveal a
basic - inadequate ersonality. He 1is easily discouraged and
displays a propensity for wanting to glve up or guit because he
. feels he has nothing to live for. There is evidence of selective
»‘perceptlon in his descriptions of recent history, although he gives
-his accusers the benefit of the doubt and sStates they "must be
right" because they can remember things he cannot. His exaggerated
‘control needs, when thwarted, reinforce his pre-existing feelings -
‘ of helplessness and depre551on. '

: . Mr. Van Handel is non-assertive and exhibits pervas1ve gullt
" Jalong with Mis subjective Judgment that his life would be unmanage-
"-able outside of the Franciscan order. He acknowledges that his
peer interactions and 1nterpersona1 relatlons with adults outside
of the Franciscan Order have been. poor. From childhdad, where  he
lived in a repressive environment, this client dlsplaced his
Asuppressed emotions through fantasy: and, eventually, inappropriate
sexual ‘acting-out. Deviant arousal .patterns and- distorted sexual
- values propelled "him obse551vely~compu151ve1y to engage in sexual
activities with minors under his control from 1975 through 1989.
Phe fourteen year history. of .acting—out suggests cleverness in’
"concealing his pedophilia while dealing with the community relating
to st. Antheny s Seminary and the Santa Parbara Boy’s Choir. Thus,
Mr. Van Handel’s’ capacity for manipulative behav1or should not be
underestlmated _ .

_ Desplte these well documented tralts, he has abstalned from,
sexual contacts with children during the past five years. Addi-
- tionally, this client has a very high level of motivation to resume -
“his intensive and effective therapy for the treatment of pedoph111a‘
-at Pacific Treatment Center in Santa Cruz. This suggests that
- Robert Van Handel is a better than average candidate for immediate
release and parole, desplte his anticipation of a lengthy . state
prison term, If he is released, 1 believe latent pedophlllc
tendencies can be controlled on an out-patient basis outlined in
.the attached treatment protocol. :
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DIAGNOSIS: axis I 302.20 Pedophilia; Axis II 301.60 Deperdent
Personality Disorder ' . :

Yours truly,

Michael Eremia, LECSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
AASECT Certified Sex Therapxsr

-Enclosure'

‘gC: Robert Sanger, Attorney-at-Law
233 East Carrillo — Suite C
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
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LICENSED MARRIAGE, LICENSED CLINICAL - SUITEE 6228 CATHEDRAL QAKS RD.
FAMILY AND CHILD SOCIAL WORKER GOLETA PROFESSIO*" . BLDG. GOLETA, CALIFORNIA 93117
COUNSELOR #5777 L #35N GOLETA, CALIFORr 3117 TEL. (805) 967-8513

TEL. {(805) 9678513 - ’

m § michael john eremia, m.sw.

RECONDITIONING IN TREATMENT OF PABABE! LIAS
[ADAPTED FROM THE WORK OF WILLIAM MASTERS, MD. AND VIRGINIA JOHNSON,
MD. AND THE WORK OF SANDRA LIEBLUM, Ph.D. AND RAYMOND ROSEN, Ph.D.]

@ OBTAIN FROM YOUR PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIAN OR UROLOGIST A
‘ONE MONTH (30 DAYS) PRESCRIPTION OF CYPROTERONE ACETATE,
AN ANTIANDROGENIC DRUG WHICH LOWERS CIRCULATING -
TESTOSTERONE LEVELS. FOLLOW YOUR DOCTOR'S ORDERS ON
THE DAILY USE OF THIS PRESCRIPTION.

2) ONE THE FIRST DAY OF THIS COURSE OF PRESCRIBED »
MEDICATION, OBTAIN A TAPE RECORDER AND SEVEN (7)
AUDIOCASSE'ITE TAPE BLANKS. EACH DAY OF THE WEEK,
DESCRIBE A NON-DEVIANT SEXUAL FANTASY SCENE OUT LOUD,’
WHILE TALKING INTO A TAPE RECORDER AT THE SAME TIME YOU

" u-MASTURBATE: "‘G ORGASM. -

3 IMNIEDIATELY AFTER ORGASM OCCURS, BEGIN: DESCRIBING
ALOUD INTO THE TAPE RECORDER ONE OF- YOUR FAVORITE
" PARAPHILIC FANTASIES (SADO-MASOCHISM, MOLESTATION, ETC.)
- AND CONTINUE MASTURBATING. JUST BEFORE EJACULATING
PICTURE THE POLICE BREAKING DOWN YOUR POOR TO ARREST
gOU %T GUNPOINT. BRING THIS TAPE TO YOUR NEXT IHERAPY
ESSION.

@) REPEAT THIS SEQUEN CE-A NON-DEVIANT SEXUAL FANTASY UNTIL
YOU CLIMAX FOLLOWED BY A DEVIANT FANTASY AND CONTINUED
MASTURBATION - EVERY DAY FOR 28 DAYS. IF THE URGE TO '
RESUME DEVIANT BEHAVIOR RECURS, DISCUSS WITH YOUR
THERAPIST AND RETURN TO YOUR PHYSICIAN FOR A 30 DAY .
PRESCRIPTION OF NALOXONE, AN OPIOID RECEPTOR AN’I‘AGONIST
WHICH INHIBITS PLASMA OXYTOCIN LEVELS DURING
STIMULATION OF SEXUAL AROUSAL.

*) USING NALOXONE UNDER THE DIRECTION OF YOUR DOCTOR, :
REPEAT THE EXERCISES OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPHS (2), (3), AND (4).

"+ memberships: AMERICAN ASSOCIATION . AMERICAN ORTHOPSYCHIATRIC . AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONOF -

OF MARRIAGE AND ASSOCIAT ION, INCORPORATED SEX EDUCATORS, COUNSELORS
FAMILY THERAPISTS AND THERAPISTS
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$t. Heancis Qhprechy
Frandsan Fathers

1112 - 26th STREET,
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95816

BROTHER ROBERT VAN HANDEL, OFM
First votation, Feb. 16, 1970

Four affirmstive votes, no negatives

Opinions of the Professed Community:

Bob seems very sincere, but about what? He impresses some as being in a
' bulile: every once in a while he opens it and says hello to the world.
He is very conscientious about his work with. the boys at St.vPatrick's_

Home, and this means a great deal to him.
Is his prayer-life developing?

He is open and semsitive to the'neeés of the commuﬁify; ‘he thinks in terms

of the commynity.- He is so taken up with #hisvwork'thét'he might went to

do this professionally; he asks himself what the priesthood would add to.this.
He may well be relating his present actifity to what he's striving to bééome;

we just don’tAknow,'

Bob seems lost (to some)§ he doesn't seem to be with us. Will he be happy

next year at Berkeley? Sometimes.he seems almost a stranger in the house.
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ﬁt Hancis Chpch

Francisan Fathers

1112 - 26ch STREET
. SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95816

BROTHER ROBERT VAN HANDEL, OFM
Discussion prior to first profession, 1970
five affirmative votes, no negatives -

Bob has made continued progresst he is frank and open, with a good
sense of humor. He ik conscientious in his work and considerate of
others. He is very frank and ‘genuine.

He helped out at Ascens:Lon in Portland for a number of weeks dur:Lng the
summer, .
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1970-1971 S¢  _Annual Report # 1

ROBERT VAN HANDEL
“Age: 23 (April 2, 1947)
vows: Promises Sept_.}llb,'l970'

Bob is presently in his first year of theoldgy and in the M.A. program.

Bob seems to have a godd understanding of fraternity and what it means-
in the practical order. He is reSponSJ.ble in the work that has been assigned
him to do, though sometimes falling down in expectations one might have of
hinm in the line of volunteering.

These is a kind of “absent-mindedness® that shows itself occasionally,

. as well as a kind of lack of ®organization® and planning that will have to

. be worked on. On the other hand, Bob does show initiative. He is intelligent,
_ and seems to be maturing.

His pr:mc:Lpal interest has been in the area of work:mg with children. One
of his projects has been to organize and direct a boys® choir for the .Newman
Center. He remains faithful to this project, despite the normal difficulties
involved in uﬁieih work and the built-in dlsappomtments :
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1971-1972 Semi-Ai...a) Report # 1
VAN HANDEL, Robert ' ‘

“Age: 24 (April 2,19#7)-‘

Promises: Sept. 17 1970

, In these last five months, Bob seems to have developed a-real
iriterest in his studies. He is in the M.A. program and taking it qulte
seriously.

Bob is very prayerful. Along with serious participation in the
various community gatherings we have for prayer, Bob manages consistently

-to 1nc1ude private prayer and reflection as an important part of his day

His work with the Boys “Choir at the Newman Center, demanding as
it is, is well worked :mto his schedule and he shows good sense in- ma.klng
-necessary ch01ces. _

At present, we i‘eel.that thei-e are several areas where Bob is

" not-clear in his own mind as to where he stands ‘he needs some .room

and some time to think.
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REDACTED

THE QFFENSE:

-Source of Infoxmation: Santa” Barbara Police Department
Arrest Report No. 94-04212. .
On March 1 1994, : (the
victim), age eighteen, presented himse1f~at the Santa Barbara
Police Department to report a 288 PC, CHILD MOLEST, which

occurrxed- between the. years of 1983 through 1989. _He reported

. that the acts occurred when he was a member of the Santa Barbara

Boys’ ‘Choir at St.'Anthony s Seminary located in the 2306 block‘

_of Garden Streeét. The;victim informedfoffieers‘that the.molest \

"acts started occurring when he'was‘eight or nine years of age and

ended. when he was fourteen, spannlng the years 1983 through 1989.
Hé reported that the’ suspect in the case was the choir- drrector,
Robert Van Handel ‘the defendant ‘in thrs matter.

The Vlctlm ;ndtcatedlhe wae a

member of the Santa Barbara Boys’ Choir wﬁieh wads comprised .of

' approxrmately thirty Boys. He noted his fatherihad left the

‘family when he was approxrmately four yeaxrs of age and that he

viewed the defendant as a father figure and trusted him
comoletely . 'The v1ct1m went on to state that at the time of most.
of the molest acts, the defendant 1rved on the St. Anthony’s
Seminary grounds. The- v1ct1m also stated that he could not be
specific Wlth regaxrd to the dates and -times of the acts, but dld

note that they occurred on a regular basis. For the most part,

the molest incidents took place in the defendant S apartment at

' the semlnary In addltlon to this, there were also some trlps

that he and other choir mentbers -went on at which times molest

acts occurred; as well.  (FM VANH 1
, - 0657
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28l and then eventnally would start massaging him ﬁnderneaﬁh his

The victim went on to inform

officers that he would stay in the defendant’s apartment, in a

dwelling known as “the Casa.” He informed officers that he would
always spend the night on Tuesdays and-éundays. In fact, he.
noted that there were times on Thﬁrsdays, and,ohce-in a\while;on

Fridays and Saturaays, that he would also spend the night in the

 defendant‘s apartment. The victih reported that on.Tuesdays, he

attended the Bays’ Ch01r practloe -in. the afternoon at

approxlmately 2:30 p m. until 4:00 or 4:30" p.m. After that, he

- had dinner at tlie seminary and’ then ‘attended the Men’ s Choir . N
group at approximately 7:00 or 7:30 p.m., which ended at
'app;bximately 9:00 p.m. He then would stay in the defendant’s

. apartment.

. Officers nofed that the vietim’s
@otﬁer . chef, working many odg;shifis,,and haxdly ever got
to see her son. The victim iﬁfermed officers that there were
times his mother was 1eaving for wbrk very early in the mo;niné;

and there were times she worked ektreﬁély late. Consequently,

.the victim spent ‘an immense amount of time at the Seminary,

staying with the defendant.

When spe01f1cally questloned

regardlng the molest acts, the victim stated that when he dld

‘stay at the defendant's apartment, he wore pajamas, and. just-

before bedtlme, as he was lying almost asleep -on a bed, the

~defendant<w0u1d come and start massaging hlS back or spomach

area, depending on which way he (victim) was lying at the “time.

The defendant-would.start massaging him on top of his clothing

OFM VANH 1
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pajamas.” The defendant then subsequently would start massaging
his genital area. The victim lndlcated he would 51mply try to go
to sleep and lgnore what the defendant was doing.

The victim belleved the defendant

had his clothes on whlle he was: glvlng the massages, but- did not

- xnow if the defendant tried to masturbate while giving the

maSSages, The victim also neted'thefe were no words éevexr spoken '
between them durlng'the molestations. The»molestatlons always
occurred )ust before the vxctlm went to sleep at night ox durlng
The victim told offlcers he would

get an erectlon when ‘the defendant would massage his test;cles

‘and’ penls a:ea. He stressed that at no time was thexre any eral

sex involved, and at no time did he (victim) reciprocate in
mAsturbating'tpe_defendant. These- acts of massaging his genital

aréayacchrred until the victim. fell asleep, and this would be at- -

. times a- half hour in duration..

The victim.weht_on to report that

although-he could not specificaliy remembex dates or times, he

~ did remember the defendant maSSaglng his penls and testicles

approximately three nlghts a week durlng the timespan from
September, 1986,,through June, 1987. In the'summer of 1987, vhen
he went to England with thé Boys’ Choxr for approximately three
weeks, the victim could not recall any acts occurring while he.
was“there. He noted thlngs began to slow down during that.tlme,

and the defendant would.only massage his téstlcles and penis -

- approximately one to two nights.a week. In September of 1987,

when'the victim was twelve yeaxs old ‘he started the seventh

OFM VANH 1
4 0659




R T - .

10
11.
12
13.
14
15
16
RV

Al§3
19
20
21
22
ol
24
25
26

-through~June, 1988, when .the fidtim was twélbe years old, the

grade and recalled usually spending Sunday nights in the

- defendant’s apartment at "the Casa." In the evening, Jjust prior

to falling asleep, the defendant would then massage his back,

- stomach, thighs$, penis, and testicles. ' The victim recalled

getting an erection when the defendant massaged his penis and

stated it was obvious to the defendant that an erection had taken

- e

-

place. )
¢t . - ) During the period of October, .1987,
deferidant molested him approximately oné to two ‘times a week.. Ip

the summer of i988, the molestations tapered off to approximatelf

‘once a month. When the victim was thirteen years old, he was not

segiﬁg much of the deféndant and would only spend fhe night at -

his residepée'apprqximately once per month. However, each time
he did spend the right, the deféndant:wquld molest .him by rubbing

his pénis andltesticles.' In December:oj 1989, when he -(victim)

.was placed in a drug rehabilitation'p:ogram, the incidents

stopped. The victim could not recall any incidents occurxring

' after December, 1989, nor did he. spénd the night at the

defendant’s apartment after that.

_. S .A The}victim stated when the
molestations first started, he did not know that what the
deféndant was doing-tq him was wrong.. He looked-up to the
defendant because he was a griest ﬁnd'also a father figure for
him. The victim noted that when the acts occurred, tie defendant
wonld not give him alcohoi. There Qas no,pornography'sﬁown to
him during the\molestatiOns, and he was never thréateneduto keep

silent about the incidents.

OFM VANH 1
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"Additionally, the defendant never took photographs of him~in_the'

nude.

1
2
3 | | : During the timespan of the ﬁolestationé,
4|l the defendant rubbed his (victim’s) peni; an& testicles both with
S|t his clothes on, on top.of his clothes, and under his clothes with
6 ;ékin—to-skin contact.

é - E The victim stated. that he was
B,'embtionally-iothered.by phe molesﬁationé‘and did- not want to see
9 ;tﬁe defendant, Qﬁé'ﬁ%s étili a priest, molest any bther~childrgp,
iéutﬂé’noted;he-had not had any conﬁéqt with thé aefeﬁdant since he &
11§ (the defendant) was given a going-away party in 1991. - ‘
.131,- : . A warrant for the deféndant’s

13ﬁ éfresihwas<subséquently issued by. the SgptaiBarbara'Muniéipai‘

14| Court. The defendant was thereafter arrested.pursuant to this

.15 .warrant on March 22, 1594, while residing at the St. Prancis

16|l Retreat Center in San Juan.Baﬁtisﬁé, in San Benito Cdﬁnty,

17 Céiifornia. The‘Defeﬁdant did not submit a.statémehﬁ to

'ls arrestihg officers. He was thén transported to Santa Barbara .

19| county -Jail where he was booked on a charge of 288(a) BC, LEWD OR

_ 20 LASCIVIOUS ACTS INVOEVING CHILDREN.

211 - - ' : :
22“ . Source of Information:
- 23 - CII,.FBI, DMV, and NCIC automated recoxds.
24 ,A ) - - Accordlng to the above—mentloned

25 burean flles, the defendant has no prlor recoxrd of arxests.

_26 pddltlonal Arrest,Infprmptlon:
27l . - Nome
28l 77
‘ ' OFM VANH 1
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DEFENDANT’S STATEMENT: - The defendant was interviewed in
éersoﬁ while in cuﬁtody at the Santa Barbaxa County Jail on

July 20, 1994, and via the élosed—circuit Courtvisibh'system on-
July 22, 1994. The defendant submitted information regarding his

social background and noted he has no prior record of arrests.

‘Upon being informed that a copy of his sexual history profile he
‘'had produced for a therapist of his- at thé Pacific Treatment

Center had been obtained and reviewed by-this officex, -the

defendant became quite concerned in that it contained very
sensitive.and embarrassing information about members of the

community in Santa Barbara. Howeﬁer, after being informed that

_the document was, in fact, going to.ﬁe made- part of the Probation

'Reppft in that it had beeh-égbmitﬁeﬁ'as part- of the statement

made by Deﬁectiﬁg'McGrewqu'thevSanta Baxrbaxa Police Department,
the defendant agreed to discuss it.. ' |

With regaxrd to the time he was at

.St. -Anthony’s as a high school student, the defendant was asked

about the mdlestqinn (1962) noted in his'autobidgraphy,- He
recalled falling ill and reporting to the infirmary where he was
alloweé to rest. Aﬁlthat tiﬁe, a éeminary priest (Father Martin
McKeon) came int§ thé ioom,'put a towel on his (the defendant’s)
chest; and then started to rub his stomach and chest area. The
defendant stated he subséquéntly‘obfained an érectidn when FPathex

McKeon rubbed against his .(the defendant’s) penié. The defendant

'remembered.béing alarmed as to what was happening to him and also
.xggallgd being very'éonbernéd that he would ejaculate in that he

. felt it was a wrong thing to do. The defendant was very confused

and embarrassed about the situation and decided to put it out of

OFM VANH 1
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his mind. The defendant added, "I have txouble déaling with the-
'idéa'that. I, myself, was molested, but I don‘t want to switch the
blame for what I did to him (Fathex MoKeon) .* The 'defenoant
added that being molested‘ by a father d:.d not help or contrlbute.
to lis confus.xon about sexunality. He noted that it was. not until
college that he was sexually stmulated by someone other than
‘himself. The defendant ade.ts that, - now at the age of forty—
seven, the molestata.on S't.lll affects him. )

» When questioned regardlng his
molestz.ng young boys, the defencfant stated in his autobiography ‘\_‘ ‘
that his. fz.rst victim was either a sevén- or elght-year.—old boy :
- that was in a b'oys cho:.r the. defendant conducted while attendlng
Graduate Theologlcal Union College in Berkeley, California (1972)
or -his flve-yea:q-old nephew while he was_ v1s1t1ng his sistexr in
. Oregon. However, the defendant achu;i:ts that the person lie feels
.he. molested the worst was a boy named- who was a member of
the Santa Barbara Boys’ Cheir. -As noted in the defendant’s
§ autobiography, he a-cknowl'edged' doing some "kinky” things to
T o vas approxmately nine years- of age at the time. - For
the Probation Report, the defendant stated he realized -s
the person he molested the most and that he was much more
"obvioas and blatant® with what he did to this boy as compared to
his other vict.ims'.: The defendant felt he was *really out.of -
control with - and‘would basically d.o‘ whatever his

mag:,natlon would come up with. As noted in the defendant s

_".autoblography, he took numerous . photographs of - in the nude.

|

He also would photograph. him in ragged clothes; making him look
like an impoverished boy, and. alsoe while in the tower at St.
| OFM VANH 1
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- not recall when he actnally met the victim, but did remember him

B

T i
Anthony’s, which has stark concrete and steel-barred windows,
while he pésed as a prisonex with few clothes on. The defendant
also photographed tied up with rope, yet at the same time,
would photograph him in choir robes against a stained glass

window.

» With regarxd to the molestations of

’

| the viélim.in the matter before the Court at this.time, the

" défendant notéd that none of the boys in the Santa Barbara Boys’ -

Choir were students at St. Antlony’s, but some of the Boys"choér_

members'subéequeﬁilj éﬁrélled éé students. The defendant could \

M

being an "eight-year-old, bright-eyed, spiritual boy with.a nice

-voice." fThe defendant indicated that the victim’s fathex was

- never present and that his mother was working two jobs. The

victim appeafed to him as a very needy boy, whith he admits made

him "particularly attractive." "He phen-sfartéd taking care of

’the‘vicgim, such as helping him wiﬁh his homework, washing some
"of hib clothes, providing him with food, and letting him stay

'overnight ih'his-épartment.'

Thé defendant indicated-he tried to
'play the "father substitute" and basicaily believes that,'étAthe
time of the mélestatiqns, he'felt there were no molestations |
occurring. The deféhdgnﬁ elaborated hy.noting‘he had' heard -of
another choir director be;ng charged witH chilﬁ molestation,

which very much affected him, and.also convinced him not to touch

il boys in the way he had been doing.. However, the defendant

acknowledged giving the victim back rubs as a way of comforting

him and also tried to be tender.. The defendant claims he

OFM VANH 1
_g_- 0664




e

10
11
12

13

14

15

16

18
1%

20

21
22
23
24
25

26

(S I~ S O

| abuse him, but I felt at the time if I were not .touching his

REDACTED

‘51ncerely tried to avoid touching the victim’'s genltals, and to

date, dees not recall-aqtually doxng,thls.- Yet, he believes the
victim is telling the truth and that the back rubs were sekualry

stimulating to him (the defendant). The defendant indicated:

that, after the massages, he would leave the victim, go to his

room, . and masturbate to the memories of what he had just done.
He added, "I could not say I guarantee I did not touch. his

genitals. "I-don’t.really see‘it makes a éifference;-l still did

genitels, I'wasn!t abusing hih .o 4 ' i \

The defendant went on to state that

.he never provided any of the boys he molested with alcehol ox

c1garettes.' The defendant noted thet ' _ .‘ eubsequently
grew Quf-of tﬁe choir, and as'he‘sta;ted'to get oldex, stopped
coming fo visit. After.the victim was eﬁtered into a drug-
rehabilitation proéram,(the defendaﬁt,t;fed to visit him, but was
told he was not avaiiable Duriﬂg the time he was involved wﬁth
_ he was not touchlng other boys He also wished to
note that there were a 1ot of boys he never molested and that he

never considered what he was doing to all of his victims as

" harming. However,'the defendant'wished to point.that is how he

felt at that time, but now acknowledges that what he did to them
was cextainly wrong and has impacted their llves greatly.

The defendant described his
involvemept with women as a way of 'feeling oxr be;ng~normel, a
way to try to be sexnally normal;'A ﬁe.néted tﬁat he réally had
no_adolescence and was trying tq discover thinés about himself .
and that he could, in fact, have a felationship with_e woman.u

OFM VANH 1
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The defendant pointed out that his involvement with women, 'in

texms of re-offending, shows that he, at least, is interested in

something other than boys.
In addition to the above, the
defendant also wished to submit the following oral statement:
-"Your "honoxr:
*During the two years since I was confronted with’ my
sexual abuse behavior, I have spent twenty-one months
in’treatment programs. 1 was a resident patient of the

' St. Luke Institute in Maryland for thirteem months, -
St. Luke’s is a psychlatrlc hospital for the' treatment

of addictive behavior. At this’ same time, -I became-- ~
'1ntensely lnvolved with the. approprlate Twelve-Step
groups.

"Upon returning to Callfornla, I became a client of
Pacific Treatment Assoc1&tes in Santa Cruz ds part of
their behavioral and’ group therapy for child sex
offenders. This private facility is used by the Santa
Cruz County Probation Department for some of- their sex
offendexs. In ten years of operation, 1ié graduate of
this program has: ever re-offended. I was- attending
Pacific Treatment Associates three to four times a
week. I also was a membex of several close-knit
groups. I understand that my arrest was- necessary, but
1t came as-.an 1nterruptlon to these therapy programs .

"I would ask the Court to allow me” to return to these
recovery programs at the earliest possible date.

"In addltlon, to. those I have vlctlmlzed and to theixr
"families, I would like to acknowledge that you have
suffered great pain and distress. I know this will be’
difficilt to understand, but I never realized at the
time that I was causing haxm, and I never meant to hurt
anyone. But, I am responsible for much damage and
suffering. I am truly sorry for the pain and hurt I
have 'caused. ) .

fThank yoﬁ;’

VICTIM INFORMATION:

Vietim’s Statement: On June 6, 1994, was
interviewed while in the office of the Santa Barbara County

Probation Departmernt. noted he was never a student aof

, OFM VANH 1
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St. Anthony's and did not actually live on the seminary grounds.
However, he spent a considerable amount of time there aftex his

mothexr signed him up to join the Boys’ Choix. He noted she was

.always woxrking, and his father was no ldnger in the family. Due

to this, he then started spending a considerable amount of time

with the defendant, who was the choir director. went

on to state that he would usually stay in the defendant’s

“apqrtﬁehi in é dwelling known as "the Césd,"whiqh is located on

éeminary'grenhqs.; He pointed out the defendant.would always be_

‘busy dpingiwprk'for the sedminary or thé choir while he was in the:

apartment with him. ‘Becapse of this, would then

Aasually play.darts,o; play'with the reét of the boys of thé. :

seminary. In retrospect, . believes that, although-he
spent a ¢opsidérable¢amouht of time in'the defenddht's apartment,

the defendant would not actually spend very much time with him in.

| that he was always doing something involving the seminary or the

Boys’ Choir. .

With regdard to the molestations,

indicated the deféndant at‘ﬁirsi started giving hih

"what he viewéd‘asAa."reguldr‘ back rub so he could fall agleepA

easiex. However, the defendant then started touching his -
stomach, thighs, legs, and .eventually woiked up to the point of
fondling‘his;genitals. "He noted the defendant would usually not -

say anyfhing_to him, and the defendant never undressed oxr exposed

4himsalf.  The defendant never masturbated while he was doing~the
26 o

back: rubs .or ‘fondling.

inqicated that the

" defendant would pretty much molest him every time he went to his

OFM VANH 1
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'REDACTED .

apartment. He noted that the defendant kept a sleeping bag for
nim, and that he would either sleep on the fibor ox in the
sleeping bag and that the defendant would always sleep in his own
room apart from him. He p01nted out that the defendant would
provide him with food, clothing, and even purchased a biké for
him. In addition to this, he would take him out to eat at places
such-as Taco Bell. . indicated he enjoyed this vexry |

much in that he d1d ‘not have a fathex flgure in hlS llfe, and the

fdefendant seemed to fit this role

200

During thefmolestetions;

indicated that -he would obtain an erection. ‘Although he tried to

hide this from the defendant he noted that the defendant would

‘have’ to-be bllnd not to see what was 901ng on. ‘He noted that ‘the

molestetlons happened so often that it was like "taking a shower

or putting on my shoes."™ He stated that it actually got to the

. point that'it_seemed like the "normal type of thing to do."

did not actually feel that anything wrong was going on ‘in

that he:completely trusted the defendant. He pointed out the

~defendant. would even give him communien during masses, at times - -

when‘they were camping, or during small gatherings.

started drinking

alcoholic beverages at the age of twelve. He then started

smoking marijuana at the age of thirteen. By this time, the

defendant was only molesting him three to four times per month,
He noted he never went to visit the defendant whlle uwader the
1nf1uence of alcohol or drugs, and the defendant never actually

offered him any alcohol other than a sip of his drink once in a

while. Once his drug use became severe, . was

()Fhﬂ\h&Nlll
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REDACTED

.eventually entexed into a drug rehabilitation center, which is

when he stopped having any contact with the defendant.
With regard to his drug use,
said,

"I didn’t think of it (molestations); it didn’t seem to
affect my life at all. But, when things staxted '
‘happening is when I started slipping. I guess my drugs
would help me; I don’t know. I guess when I popped

into my drugs and alcohol, it would make me think of it
(the molestations) as being something else."

Eventually, on or ahout January

1994, ' starte&,seeihg a therapist. He noted that he 3

,first.stérted seeing the therapist two times per week and is now

attendihg'bnce pexr week (since May of 19941. He feels that he is

‘benefitting much from his therapy; but, feels that he will most -

likely need a therapist:fot,the'rgst'qf.hié,life. He noted that

 his entire social life is nonvexisteﬁh;"bpt that he is txying to-

find new friends. He acknowledges that his trust level has been

extremely low and that he has basichlly\destroyedjall priox .

T

reiatiogships. He noted that his sexunality has been hard to deal

with and that drugs made it seem easier. Howevér,.now that he

" has tofally.abstained from all drug use, he finds this aspect of

his life very difficult. Yet, he foresees being involved in a
felafionship in the future, but that the'déeper he involves

himself in a relationship, the more he will need therapy.

it . With regard to a sentence in this

"méttexr B " believes that the défendant shbgld he

. sentenced to the maximum time allowed by law. He believes that a

maximum sentence will teach him a lesson and that if he gets less
time, it will.-only appear to be like a slap on the hand. He

"OFM VANH 1
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Source of Information: The defendant

_Date Arrived In County: 1961 ~ 1965, 1975 - 1991 -

_firmly believes that a maximum prison sentence will make it less -

'possxble for the defendant to re-offend.

In addltlon to the above statement,
also .submitted a two-page typewritten'statement which
has been read and considered by this officer in its entirety. A

copy is attached for the Court’s review and consideration.

A

State: 1953 U.S.: 1948

‘Father: Robert Joseph Van Handel, 7234 N. Seaward, Portland, OR

Mche;: Joyce Van'Handél, 7234 NL'Séaward, Portland OR

Marital Status: . (an'single ( ) Married
()} Separated ( ) Divorced

Present Spéuselcbhdbitant:‘~None

‘Children: None

Education: The defendant graduated from St.-AnthOny's

' : Seminary in 1965, San Luis Rey College in 1969
(B:A. in Philosophy), Graduate Theological Union
‘College in 1972 (M.A. in Theology, and Master of
Divinity in 1975), and from UCSB in 1991 (M.A. in

History). @opnﬂﬁo \\ﬂQ:

Reported Physical. Health at Present:

() Excellent  (X) Good
( ) PFair ‘ (.) Poor

Additional Information:

The defendant sufférs from allergles and hxgh bloed
pressure. He is on medication for high blood pressure, as
well as allexgies. The. defendant also is being administered
antldepressants.

'OEMVANHI
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Psvcholoqicai: On May 18, 1994, Mr. Michael John Eremia,

MSW, prepared an ll-page psychological report
on the defendant. Thée Court is respectinlly
directed to said report, which. is appended o’
the Probation Report

Abuse. of Alcohol oxr Controlled Substance:l

Alcohol Use
Frequency: - M;nimél
Additional Informatlon- - .
as bar% of the defendant s therapy prior to belng
arrested, he. entered. into an agreement not to

drink any type of alcohol;c.beverages foxr a peripd
of two years. However, the defendant wished to

10 riote that he feels he has never had a problem w1th
M the substance. . .
-2
: ‘H Druq Use
12 T _ 4
L Frequency: The.. defendant denles ever lndulglng
13; in any type Qf ilYegal narcotlcs or
. drugs.
15 ‘ ‘Dxugs of choice: Does not apply
.»? Past Substanbe Abuse, Treatmenx; None
17| Military History: Nore
18)| EMPLOYMENT AND FINANCIAT, STATUS
19 Employment History -
<20 .Occupatioﬁ/Job Skills: Catholic. priest
2Lt Present Employer: Franciscans
) Date: 1975 to present
22 _ A 4 : .
- Additional Pertinent Information: Since 1975, the defendant.
23 : : : has.been supported by the
. Catholic Church as a
24 " Frangiscan.
25| pssats;  pebrs: Income: - Monthly Expenses
: ' -0-- . ,$751mo'; ~0~
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Abllltv to Pay Fine, -Restitution and Probation Fees~

Based on the above, it would seem approprlate to assess the
defendant minimum probation report and supervision fees. With
regaxd to restitution, it is notable that the victim has been
undergoing therapy and is expected to coptinue therapy into the
foreseeable future. However, it dppear5 that all therapy costs
are being pald by the Catholic Chuxch. .

Other Relevant Information:

As noted in tlie defendant’s statement, during the past two years,
he has spent approx;mately 21 months in treatment programs a§ a
resident patient .of-St. Luke’s-Institute in Maryland and then at
the Pac;flc Treatment Associates in Santa €ruz, California, as
part of theix behavioral and group therapy fox child sex .
offenders.A _ ) o ~

As 1ndlcated earlier, Detectlve McGrew submitted. a document the %

defendant prepared for a therapy session, which is 27 pages in
length; single-spaced, typewritten. In this docunmént, the

‘defendant menticons several boys he molested throughout his |
lifetime. The following are excerpts from this document, Wthh is

attached’ ln Ats.entirety for the Court’s revmew.
’ LI :

- R <

"When- . first joined the Boys'’ Choir hée was young,
seven ox -eight years old, and very vulnerable bercause
his parents were going through a divorce. He had light
- brown: or blond hair and blue’ eyes. He also sang quite
well. Before long, he was singing . solos and coming for
extra practicds. I knew his mother well, also his
sisters and grandmothexr. The family was comfortable
with me and with the care and interest I took in
Once, I was with . 1 alone at a borrowed
beach. cabin. I had deécided we were going to do a one-~
day look. at a,boy s life in pictures. I had a photo
journal from which I got the idea. .So, we did a
sequence. from rising to going to bed, complete with bath
and ‘a trip to the beach. I don’t remember how Michael
reacted to all of this, but he was cooperative. He
trusted me. I‘m sure for-me the exercise was sexually
stimulating. X eventually had the £ilm developed in
Gexrmany and- small prints made, which I would look at
from time.to time. Finally, I destroyed negatives and
prints. But there is more to the story of and
me. -We used to wrestle, I would tickle him while paylng
special attention to touching his genltals. Opid. spuner
- hé came and spent a month with me in Qreégon, where the
sanie¢ type of activity was repeated. many times. BAlways
this ‘was done undér the cover of some 'legitimate’

touching. . nevexr seemed to m;nd, ‘and I wasn‘t -
“about to stop on my own. ' He sang some soln~e= -* 3 mass
OFM VANH 1
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il
1j. following my ordination and I have been in touch with
Yiis mother for years. When -my provincial requested
2 names -of those I had abused, I gave him along
with a recent address." Today, . is in therapy
3 txrying to recover from my molesting him."
2 -
5 *About thlS same time ({during the molestation of
), or possibly before, I molested TN
6. — in Oxegon. I was staying at my -sister’s home,
and- while she was at work, I would babysit and
7 I also took some. nudé photographs of him when
: he was very small, as he wandered ‘about. half-naked. I
8 also posed some photos of him pretending to be changed -
. ‘by his sister. But this was pot the worst.” One night
9 after Christmas, I was visiting my sister; I think it .
© . might have been New Year’s Eve. Certainly we had beén
"10 drinking, although I was not drunk. The children wexe \
: still awake .and we were, watchlng television when I 5
1x realzzed Iny SLSter had gone to béd in her room, which
(& was at a- dlstance from the. chlldreu s rooms. At any
20 rate, I told my ‘niece to. go to bed, and I téok my. nephew ‘
ol to his room, helped him with ‘his pajamas, and put him in .
13 " bed. I was rubbing his back-and then his chest, while
.~ touching his penis.. It became erect, but I was sure he
14l -  was asleep Wondexing what it would feel like, I put
Al his. penis in my mouth for perhaps five seconds: I,
15¢ - remember thlnking it was:.similar to sucking my’ thumb. A
4 - 1little shaken by this impulsive act, .I went to bed. The
16 next morning, my [ and I were watching cartoons. . -
’ He asked me what I was. doing to him last night. A wave’
17 ~ of panic came over me as I-realized he had not been
- asleep and. knew exactly what had hapgened. ‘"I told him I
. 18 was just playing a game, and not to worry about it, it
. ‘was, nothing. For the next several years, I was worried
19 he would bring it up some night at the dinner table. I
: don’t know if he ever told my sister about that night.-
20 No one has ever spoken to me about it.”
21
22 was'a very attractive little boy, perhaps nine
' -. years old when he first.joined choir. He was very well
23 tanned,- and now that I think back on it, he was probably
- the most beautiful child that I molested. He also had
24 rather effeminate mannerisms, although I did not find
s these particularly attrxactive. His mother was d;vorced
R84 and he had three older sisters, so his Hmom ‘was, very
L happy- at the attention I was giving him.. used to
26 "comé over some.days after school, and often came over on
- weekends. He was only an average singex, so we did not
27 do a lot of music together. I think we talked a lot, as
he was fairly sophisticated. I used to play darts with
28 - him, which would end with the tickling I described
OFM VANH 1
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above. I don’t remember ever actually touching his
penis, but the game was still sexually exciting. He
seemed to enjoy himself, also. Somehow, I coerxrced him
into pesing for nude photographs. We would go into the
music room, which locked from the inside in. a'way that
no one could get in. stng a black.stage curtain as
background, I took various shots of him, either dressed
or undressed. The poses were formal and not in
themselves erotic, but photographing a naked boy was

‘stimulating for me. I developed the photos myself in

the school lab, with varying degrees of snccess. I
remember one picture -in particular. In it, * was
naked and standing sideways to the camexa w;th his hands
clasped behind -his back. ' He was partially exect, and

"the contrast of him against the black background was

soft with an ‘elusive guality. It was a very good
picture that I could show to no one. It was very harxd
for me to destrgy this, photo, and I ‘tried to .discover a
way that I could keep the negative, but I was afraid of
getting caught with it; so after some time, I burned
both. As grew older, he lost interest in the
ch01r, and I saw him less and less. I am quite sure he

- is one of those who responded to the call to report me,

because my provincial knew about these: ‘photos. even
though I never -told him that I photographed I
don’t know if he has accepted the offex of counseling .
which has been extended to all my v;ctlms. I hope he xs
recovering from the damage I did.*” .

first came to choir when he was too young to
‘join, but his two brothers wexre in.choir, and his mother

.unsually helped in practices with passing out music ox

bringing cookies. I abused both of his brothers with
tickling gamés where I rubbed against their penises, and -

- I did take a few nude photos of but I was

really out of control with I took nude photos of -
him when he was quite young, perhaps seven years old..
Some of these I gave to his motherxr .as I thought they
were quite artistic. -Over perhaps a four~year period, I
took dozens of photos of some nude, many clothed,
but I never again gave nude pictures to his mother.

was a vexy fair boy, with blond hair. Sometimes
he was not anxious to come to St. Anthony’s toe see me,-

. but with some pushing or promise of ice cream, he would

usually agree. Once there, he never balked at the photo
sessions. ' I would get him to undress gradually, by
taking a picture of him first.fully clothed, then.
without shixt, then without pants, and 56.0n until he
was nude. -Sometimes wé would take tliese ‘pictures
cutside, in.the. foothills of Santa Barbara, but more
often somewhere around the seminary. There were many
private  spots available. We would do other activities

together, llke go rowing.in Santa Barbara harbor, or go
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for a hike, but my main interest was in seeing

nude or in tickling, touching, oxr rubbing him. One game
I would play with him, which allowed me to touch him, as

well, as to see how long he could lie gquietly acting as- -

though he were asleep. Sometimes we would do this with
a 'Walkman’ radio over his ears. -1 would alrxeady have
made sure he was drxessed in loose-fitting shorts with no
underwear. With him lylng across my lap on a couch, T
would pretend ‘I was playing the piano on him, all up and
down his body, or I would just lightly tickle him all

twenty minutes or longer. Once, I rubbed his penis so
intensely that he actually reached a foxrm of orgasm, as
his penis jerked by itself. This excited me a great -

'Hdeal,.and I remember being very sexually excited by

this. was.still pretending to be asleep. I never
again tried -to bring him to orgasm, but the memoxy gave

‘me many re-xrhn - experlences ‘while masturbating by. myself.
I also did some 'kinky’- things ta . Once I rubbed

his whole body with oil so that the photo lights made
him look shlny Thls was also, of course, am excuse to
rub his penis. I took sone photos of him as. though he
were. an lmpoverlshed Rppalachian boy in the depréession,
he wore a ragged teé shirt. Once; ox perhaps more than
that, .I took him up into our tower which was stark

" concrete with steel-barred windows, and he posed as a

" over, including his genitals. This game could go on for

pxisoner with few clothes on. -I took. some photes of him

tied up with a big rope. It was as though I felt I
could do anything to him that- I wanted. In marked

‘contrast,.I also photographed him’ in choix robes against

stained glass windows.  When was about -eleven, one
day .I was playing the dart game with him. I told him he
had to wear these. special shorts with no underwear. He
said he did not want to. I insisted. He started to

.cry, and that snapped’ something in my head. For.the

first time, I was séeing signs that he really did not
like this. Just dbout then, his fathexr drove up on a
motorcycle, and I t6ld him he could get dressed and go
home. ~ That marked the end of my molestations of

He remdined in choix, and afterwaxrds. followed his
hrothexs to becoming a boarding student at St.

"Anthony’s, but I did not approach him again.*

"There were severxal other boys with whom I played these .

sexual games, like darts with sexual tickling, or
massage incliding either directly rubbing their penis ox

“rubbing near it. This was. the case with and
pexhaps brothers, and with w6
wrote the 1ntervbntion letter. Once at pight, I also
gave a ‘rubdown,’ which. included some touching of

his penis. . He did not really want me to do this, but I

kept asklng (begging) until he consented. Sometimes, I

would .take some boys on -a special outing, or on vacatlon:
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1 with me. Usually, I took four boys, but perhaps only
two. These would include back rubs (read sexual

2 touching) with some of the .boys. I gave the same type .
of treatment, that is, ‘back rubs,' which included some

3 -rubbing of the genitals to a few boys who were students
at St. Anthony’s. I clearly remember this with two

4 boys, both of whom had been in the -Boys’ Choir. At
least -one more young man has accused me of molesting him

5 in this way, but I don’t remember doing. this, although I
don’‘t think he is lying, and clearxly I am capable of

6 doing it.. I don’t think I continued this activity in

. the dormitories for a long time. The official report on

this behavior calls it ‘assaults in-the dormitory.’™

"I arranged for one of the choxr boys from Santa Barbara
to spend the month of .December with ine while attending
school in England. No one éver said that they thought
A this an odd thing to do, but in hindsight, Sister Monica
11 said she was surprised by my request. I knew I.would
R ¥ enjoy my stay wuch moxe if I.had one of the boys to
13 share the experlence with. came -ovexr, and
oo we did have .a great time. I like to have a.child to
13l = take care of, and got ‘along well with the
English boys and with the convent sisters. He became
14h the darling. of the oldex girls who-often invited him to
. their common xoom for hot cocoa in the evening. I did
15 - not ‘molest . that is, I never-touched his
o ‘genitals. But, I did give him ‘back rubs‘ (body rubs)
el - and prepared his bath, etc. There is something about me
that is happier when accompanled by a small boy. I
17 think it is probably a combination of sexual feelings,
} _emotional attachment, and permission to stay on a
ig child’s level.’ ‘Perhaps, besides the sexunal element, the
i child in me wants a playmate.”

"Also during these yeaxs, I practically raised a boy .
21 named He was without a father, and his mother
‘ worked two jobs. He was a bright boy with a sweet,

22 singing voice whovneeded help.” I put together a fund to
. ' pay for a better school for him, and often helped him
23l ~ with his homework, took him to his therapist, etc. 'He
_ had his own room in my aparxtment and often stayed the
24 night. Many times I gave him back rubs and body rubs,

"+ _ bnt ¥ avoided his genital area. I was determined not to

25 molest him. Now, I.realize that I put myself in some

] vexy dangerous c1rcumstancesy but I never touched his
28 ~ genitals. .After I went on sabbatlcal -he spent less

‘ time with me, but we remained friends (almost a father-
27 son relationship. actually) until he grew out of choir.

28l 77
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Distxict Attorney Ron Zonen. He noted that by the defendant’s own
édmission,ihe has been molesting children for years, and his
actions are a very serious breach of trust. He also noted that
the effehse invelved planning and sophisticationf he abused his
position of trust; and his victim was bartidularly vulnerable. |
Additionally, Mxr. Zonen pointed out that the defendant has
multlple v1ct1ms to his name. - Despfee tﬂé fact'that tﬁe défegdanf

acknowledges Culpablllty and has no priox recoxd, Mr ZOnen

“

‘belleves_that it wonld be unconsc10nable to sentence the defendant

for anything less than elght years.. He belleves that this matter
is the worét,breach of trust and confidence in thatjit involves a
priest and a penitent. He believes the defendant should be

sentenced to state prison for the maximum time, and if this.

*happens, he will:be out Ln,four yearsr wh;ch Hr, Zonen equates to

approx;mately four to six months for each Chlld he molested:

Contact ‘was made with defense

- attorney Rabert Sanger. He said,

"We’re ‘asking thée Court to grant probation. We expect
that might involve substantial time in county jail. The
reason for this ‘(probation) is that this man has made
significant progress towards not only taking full
responsibility, but towards rehahilitation. We .alvays
see people talking about reforming, but here we have a
person who is not in denial, has been. in. therapy, and .
received a_ favorable report from Dr. Stulberg. It would
be reasonable to grant probation.® . ’ '

In addition to the above, Mr. Sanger
provided thls offlcer with a copy of a 'defendant s sentenCLng
statement” he filed with the Court. ' ’

On May 24, 1994, Detectlve McGrew

was interviewed while in the officés of the Santa’ Barbara County

OFM VANH 1
-2z- 0677




YW W N2 L b N

[ i e O O I SR
s S IR S

—s
emr————

- Seminary, dated November, 1993. All these documents have been

Probation Department.. In addition to providing backgxoﬁnd
informétion on_the defendant, as well as details of the offense,
Detective McGrew indicated he would be submitting a written
statement for this-report. Said statement was subsequent;}
received, along with several dodumehts that were recovered when a

search warrant was -executed at the deferidant’s residence, which

-inclndesla diary pxepa%ed by the defendant (Janunary, 1993, to .

‘March, 1994), ‘and an autobiography of the defendant’s sexual life.

~

Detective McGrew aiso supplied this efficer with a copy of the

IndépeﬁdenttBoard'6f'Inquiry repori regarding St. Anthony’s \

*
A

| read and considered in their eéntirety and are attached for the .

I Court”s review and consideration.

On June 25, 1994, Di. Michael

_"Stuibérg conducted a psychiatric evaluation of the deféndant '

relative to the question of the advisability of a granf of

probation in this case pursuant to Pegal Code Section 288.1. This
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"I am writing this letter as psychotherapist to
© and and . victims

-and parents ot victims of Robert Van Handel’s sexual

predation. All have signed releases allOW1ng me to
disclose confldentlal information.

: _ started seeing me ‘twice a week in December
1993. He was in the process of giving up drugs and
alcohol after six years of addiction (since age 12). He
revealed that he realized he. had been abused by Robert
when he began to stop drinking and using. He had lived

- on.the streets, spent time in juvenile detention and

rehabilitation. ' He was shaken, non-trusting and
terxified. As therapy progressed and more- feelings
surfaced -(combined with stress of hearmngs, ete.),

has -had difficulty staying clean and sober. So far, the
usé has been.fairly intermittent. He completed &

. semester at SBCC to 'make up for high school he never

finished. He was emotionally unable to continue this
summex and dropped out. ’
feelings and confusions resulting in the drug use,
inapility to stay in schliool: and having. ungrotected sex
with female drug users. - In addition, he is blindly
trusting of othexs and has little ‘trust in his ahlllty
tQ - judge p90ple. This makKes him’ potentxal prey to dny
male auvthority figure which I believe is.a direct result
of his abuse. His rage. is turned inwaxd and gets acted
ont in dangerous activities. We-contlnue to .address
these issues in. therapy as well as. the other. ordxnary
and. expected symptoms of post-traumatxc stress disorder.

"The full scope .of damage to is yet to be .
revealed. Although verxy bright and loving, he has not
been able to finish high school, hold down a.job, stay

" straight and sober: or maintain even marginally liealthy
‘friendships. He has a long, palnful struggle ahead of

him.

éirlved enraged for his therapy session
one day. having just seen Van Handel on TV apologizing to

his victim ). He screamed, 'What about
apologizing to.me?’ s abuse did not fall within
the crximinal statute.) Van Handel took countless nude
photos of as well as acting.out the usual

‘father’ Robert sexual abuse. agonizéd that he
may haveé traded or sold them. He continues to have
nightmares about Van Handel.

“In his first session with me, wha_ is. gay,
speculated in a shoxt- undefénded. nopent that if this
(the abuse) had not happerned, pérhapd he wbuld have a
wife and family now. He quickly recovered his ' composure
and strongly stated his bellefs in the genetxcs of
homosexuality.
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have suffered greatly as parents of .

a victim. has helped resolve some of his pain
through a. remarkable and successful series of political-
actions. has not. She describes this whole thing

as a nuclear explosion with never-ending fallout from
which she cannot escape.

as Catholics, have suffered a
spiritual abuse that is unimaginable. This man of God,
who was rector, director, and priest betrayed their -
faith at the deepest level. They have turned away from.
the Church in.different degrees. Healing .the spirit is

~ the mission of the chuxch. Where can they ‘go?

*Perhaps the dreatest and longest- lasting huxt of all is

the profound confusion resulting from the self-doabt and

self-mistrust. Van Handel was beloved of all. He was

kind, warm, understanding, charming . . . plus all the .

expected pastoral. attributes. Both -

still profess their love for him. He was trequently in =~

the ; home. Both . weep. at the

memory of his refusal to speak to them, which was his
- way of rejecting them when they were thirteen or '

fourteen . . . too-old for his pedophile tastes.

P

-*If Van Handel started his abuse.career at age of

twenty, contlnulng until forty-five, acting out on only
.ten boys pér yeaxr, he could easily have abused 150 bays..
This very sick man needs to be safely locked away for so .
long as the law allows.

Slnqerely,

Annette Goodheart, Ph.D." t

Thirteen character reference letters
were submitted on the défenddnt's behalf. All have been read and

considered in theix entlrety and are attached for the Court’s

_con31derat10n.

Eighteen letters were received from.
members of the community wishing to voice tlieir 0piniohs in regard
to this mattexr. All have been iead and considered in their

entirety.and are attached for the Court’s cqnsidefation,
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SENTENCING CONSIDERATIONS:

Offense:
288(a) PC, LEWD ACTS UPON A CHILD UNDER AGE 14 . .
Base Term 3 -6 - 8 years

Circumstances in Aggravation (Judicial Rule 421)-

1. . The crime involved great callousness in that the
defendant consc1ously knew, from past negative reactions he
had from prior victims, that what hé was doing was wrong,
yet centxnued w1th the molestatlons.;_
2. The v1ctim was- partlcularly vnlnerable in that the
defendant. knew he was from a broken home, with. little or nQ
superv1sion from hls ‘mother, and lacking in materlal thlngs.
. \
3. The mannerx in which the.crime was carrled out 1nd1cates‘
planning-.in that the defendant, through his numexous
- molestations of other. chlldren, -followed a similar modis
‘operandi in’ the molestatlon of the victim in the instant
matter. - . .

4. The defendant took advantage of a p051tlon of trust ox
confidence to commit. the offense’ by using hls pesition.of
not ‘only Director of the Santa Barbara Boys’ Choir, but as
priest and Rector of St.. Anthony’s Seminary, in order to
convince the victim's mother to allow the victim to stay
with him overnight, thus_facxlltatlng the molestations.

(Judicial Rule 408(a)) -
5. . The defendant molestéed the victim on nimerous

occasions, over: a period of years, thus leading to
sxgnlficant emotlonal and psychological trauma. :

‘Circumstances in Mlthatlon {Judicial Rule 423):

1. The defendant has no prior recoxrd.

ant was suffering from a mental or phfs;cal
iat could be viewed as significantly reduclng his .
pablllty for the crime (pedophllla)

3. The defendant voluntarily acknowledged wrongdoing at an
early stage of the criminal process.

(Judicial Rule 408(a))

4. The defendant voluntarily enxolled and parxticipated in
extensive residential psychiatric treatment.

OFM VANH 1
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" EVALUATION: ' T Before the Court stands a defendant

AAlthbugh factors in aggrava;ion do
net greatly outnumber those in mitigation, it is believed the |
aggravating factofs deal directly with the type of'pérpetual
crime committed against the victim and the social and moral
conscience of the commﬁnity. The selected mitigating factoxrs

either basically reflect the défendant’s behavior prior to or

'after the molestations. Therefore, lt is belleved the upper term -

 would be most approprlate.

Selected Term: 8 years

N

who has submitted a plea to the charge of COMMITTING LEWD ACTS
UEbN_A CﬁILD wﬁe, when first melested, was but hine.yeare of age..
The defendant.cohﬁingogsly.mdlested.the_victim for approximately .
three years'ahd on}y stopped after the victim was- committed to a
dfugArehabiliﬁdtion'program. ‘
. | In an attempt to at least begin

understanding how a person could involve himself in such an

'incredibly adulterated life of child sexual molestations, one mayv-.

take into cohsideréfion(that the defendant, himself, was a victim
of same. As noted earlier, in 1562 when the defendant was a
student at St. Anthony s, and during a tlme he was sick in bed, a
prlest molested. him by rubblng his. stomach, chest, ‘and penls. It
appears Fhls eyeut in the defendant’s young life had a
éignificant impact on him and, to this'verf day, still affects
him. It isjnoﬁ known if trhis molestation, coﬁbined with the
defendant's rather emotionally depr;ved.thildhood, channelled him

towaxrd the deviant sexual acts he committed on the victim;

_ OFM VANH 1
~27.. 0682




R R I I I I R S e i Wy
SR A N I X A - T O O X I =

IR I

however, the 51m11ar1t1es are remarkable

It is of important 51gn1f1cance to

note the defendant started molesting young boye as‘early as 1972.

In fact, his first victim may have been when he .orally copulated

his five-year—old nephew. Since 1975, it would seem safe to

. speculate that not a yeaxr, or for that matter a month went by

that the defendant dld not involve hlmself 1n some fo:m of sexual

gratlflcatlon by molestlng members of the Santa Barbara Boys*
Choir. As the defendant noted in his sexmal autoblography,

"Barly in the choir’s hlstory, I began involving
parents in planning, fund raising, étc., but it was
clearly. my.choir, and the fulfillment of one my fondest
dreams. Now I understand that it was alsd a constant
supply of ‘attractive llttle boys.“

It is very clear ‘the defendant

desecrated hls position. of trust as not only the ch01r dlrector,
»

"but as a prxest and. Rector of St. Anthony's Semlnary in order to

ﬁulflll his predatory oe51res. As noted in the-numerous letters

‘Eubmitted-by concerned members of the community, the defendant

| was very much loved and respected by. all, Yet; as pointed out by

his therapist, the defendant’s fourteen-year history of_éﬂild
molestatlon sﬁggests cleverness in concealing his pedophilia

while deallng w1th the communlty relatlng to-St Anthony’s

Seminary and the Santa Barbara Boys Choir." It certalnly seenms

. the defendant manipulated the victim's mothefvinto bélieving hexr

son would be in good hands, yet he seemed to be only interested

in continuing with his usual pattern of luring unsuspecting

| victims into his world of sexual pervepsion.

The defehdant's victimization of

'chlldren has reportedly been halted for the: past five. years.
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It must also be xemembered, however; that altﬁeagh he.may-have,

However, it is important to note'that it should in no means be

lnterpreted as a voluntary reallzatlon of wrongdoing on the

'defendant's part.  As it turns out, lt seems the defendant was

directed by his provincial to enter a psychlatr1c~program in

Maryland that has been specifically established by the Catholic’
Church for priests exhibiting behavior such as the defendant‘s.
It is.to his credit that he successfully completedvthat program

and attended yet a second program after his return to Califernia.

-

been able to recognize thé'wrongfnlness and illegality of his
actions, it too# an.arrest warrant and ?olice>officers:to'
physically place the defendant 1nto custody and obllge him to
appear before the Court and admlt his violations of - state law."

Upon con51der1ng the defendant'

.eligibility fox probation, and as indicated in defense counsel’s

sentericing statement filed w1th ‘the Court, there is llttle doubt

he statutor11y~qua11f1es for such a con51derat10n. It is notable

that in the 288.1 PC report, the evaluating psychiatrist supports

a’ recommendation for probation; the defendant states a

williagness to comply with all probation terms and conditions;

and he has also-indicated.remorse for his victim.

However, slmply because the

defendant is statutorily ellglble for probation, this is not

viewed as sufficient grounds to grant it. As illustrated within
the preceding pages of this report, the defendant has not only
emotionally and psychologically traumatized the victim and his
mather, bat also literally devastated numexous other children and

their families, for which he will not have to face any charges.
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"of luck for the defendant. It seems that had the viétim not

recommendation is respectfully submitted.

In essence, one could basically state he "got away with. it."
_Additionélly, the. question of deterrence of others is perhaps the

focal point of this entire criminal matter. FPor these reasons,’

it is believed the defendant should, indeed, be punished with the
maximum time allowed by law.

The selection of the upper term of

eight _years for a single Count of 288(a) PC is not only

jpétified,-bht could arguably be viewed as_leﬂieht and & stroke

.éompletely-fallen to his drng addiction and béen subsequently <

A Y

institﬁtionalized, the defendant would mést likely'have‘contiﬁﬁed

molesting him through at least.the latter part of 1989. Had this

occurred, he weuld clearly be in vxolatlon.of the' then-newly

lnstated 288. 5 Penal Code Sectionm, CONTINUOUS SEXUAL ABUSE OF A

’CHILD which carries a maximum term of 51xteen years.
In_ light of what has been presenteﬂ- »

-within the'confents of £his report, it is not believed the

‘defendant should be afforded the privilege of probation

'supervisioh and should, instead, be sentenced to state prisom

with the hope that such a disposition will not only serve to
significantly punish the defendant, but also send a clear message
to othérs involved in similar crim@nal'aéts that their behavieor

will not be tolerated.. It can only.bé hoped that upon his

release from state prison, the Catholic Church will not alienate

itself from the defendént_and will couﬁinue'to-érovide'him‘with

the same therapy and support that it go vigorously pursued prior

to his arrest and conviction. To this end, the following
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RECOMMENDATION : : "It is, therefore, recommended that

probation be denied and the deféndantAcpmmitted toithe California

Department of Corrections for the aggravated term of éight years.
In addition to the above, it is
also iecommended that the_defehdént be assessed a restitution
fine of $200.00 purshant to Penal Code Section 1202.4.
| ﬁespecﬁfully submitted,

" SUSAN J. GIONFRIDDO
CHIEF ‘PROBATION OFFICER

RUBEN G. GUTIERREZ
DEPUTY. PROBATION OFFICER IIT

Dict: 8/2/94
Trans: = 8/2/94

APRROVED:

‘WANCY J. WATSON i
SUPERVISING PROBATION OFFICER

I have read and considered

the foregoing report of
the Probation Officer.

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
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