Province of St. Barbara
FRANCISCAN FRIARS

150034thAv~nue Oatdana California94601 (510)536-3722 Fax{510)536-3970.

Robert Van Handel, OFM
St. FrancisRetreat Center
.~Box 1070
San Juan Bautista
California 95045
November 21, 1993
Dear Robert
Peace. I hope you are well; ¯please be assured always of my love
and support.
As you know, the Santa-Barbara situation is fast .coming to a
close. With this letter I would like to bring you up to date on
happenings.
The Board of Inquiry has issued two reports:
an Internal
Administrative Report to me which contains all the pertinent
information and details of the allegations; a publicreport which
will. be presented to the. public (whoever comes) on Monday evening,
November .29th, at the Goleta Valley Community Center in Santa
Barbara. The public report is about.eighty pages long, and it does
contain a section listing¯ the number.of friars reported (12), the
number of victims (35), and a description of the behavior involved.
No names are used.
¯ There is also a series of five composite portraits (sort of like
case studies) of the types of abuse that occurredo~
This is
followed by- a description¯of the impact ~of the~actions on the
victims. There is.a brief description of the actions the fraternity
and the provincial minister have taken with respect to the friars
reported. This is generic and I do not think anyone will be able
to identify the individual friars from what has. been said. With
respect to yourself, the text reads,-"Two friars have been
completely removed from ministry and are currently enrolled in
sexual .offender treatment programs known to berigorous. They are
¯forbidden contact with minors, required to participate in therapy,
and have a local monitor.~’
The report concludes with some recommendationsto the fraternitY,
the laity, and the administration. Overall, it.is agood document,
but parts of the text are very difficul~ to read, very explicit and
jarring. Manyof us have worked long and hard to get it in this
shape and to protect as much. as possible the good name of the
fraternity and the identity and dignity of the friars involved.
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Given the circumstances, we ~ave done the best we could.
Asyou know, your name has been publicly identified in the papers,
and I have no idea how much further exposure will be given. I
think we have taken all .the best steps to move the situation
forward, end I am deeply grateful for your cooperation.. Certainly,
under no circumstances should you return to Santa Barbara County at
this time.
P[obably, if the ~ people ask there about your
disposition explicitly, I will give them as much information as is
warranted. I am grateful for your release in this are~. I~nt so
much to treat you with the respect and dignity you deserve.. We
know that this has happened~ Robert; but I also know, that there is
so much more to you than this--and you are good.
I know that the press will be present when the report is released;
this event will probably be covered on local tv, the newspaper,
possibly the.LATimes, and the ~ationa~...~atholic.....Reporter. We have
little control over what will be reported. It is my hope that they
will iDdicate how well the friars have responded: the .fraternity
in helping the victims :and friars, the composition ~and
establ~shment of the Board, the willingness to be honest aboutthis
problem in our midst, the ~doption of a cont~nulng mechanism for
addressing this problem, the cooperation of the friars who have
been reported, etc. But, I do not know that these: positive notes
will be reported in the press.
I -do think that all of. us,
including, yourself~ can saythatwedid the best we could and a~ted
in the best Christian and~Franciscan way.
Thanks, Robert.

Let us remember each other in prayers.

Fra~ernally,
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e of St. Barbara
FRANCISCAN.FRIARS

~soo~dt~,~ve~ Oaldand Ca .r~omla 94601 (510)5,36-3722 Fax(St0)536-3970

To Whom It May Concern
St. Luke Institute
re: status of Rev. Robert Van Handel, OFM
From:

R£DACTED

~
Provincial Minister

. ~r--

¯ i. I have been in contact with Robert Van Hand~labout
every six ~eeks. .This.contact usually oce.ums .when I stop
at his place of residence; there, has been.lit~ie formal
diseussion~ and the initiative lies with me.
2. Robert and I have a very good relationship. We had
one serious discussion in which we were able ±o share
mutual feelings about the whole circumstances which
have ensued.after The.disclosure Of his activity at ST.
AnthonySem~na~y. I.found this to .be a vernj good exchange;
he Seems To me.to be making p.~ogress.around the expression
ofhis feelings.
3~ Currently, Robert is enrolled, at my insistence and
his final agreement, in .a sexual offende~ treatment clinic
.in Santa~Cmuz, California. I. believe This has moved
beyond the.point-where.he was When dischamged f~omSt.
Luke’s. The approach~:appears to be more’eonfrontive and
is no% church based. He does not engage in external
- sacramental ministry, but has been ~e~y usefu~ to the provincein.taking on administrative projects, something Ihope he
can do mome of in the future. He has been pmesent at some
ver~ difficult community meetings where it was well known
that he had abused children and ~hat ~his. h~scaused, g~eat
".difficulty for the fraternity, its public image and
-liabilities. The f~iars, Ithink, have received him well,
and he. has faced the situation with courage. I hope that
p~ogress can continue along these li~es,as it is beneficial
for all in~olved.
~. A mo~e accurate description of his current pmogress
can. be obtained from the members of his support g~oup. ~
~hink he needs to take more initiative in contactingpeople,
getting involved in produhtive work, speaking abou~ his
feelings. The eurment pmog~am in Santa C~ui is.absolutely
essential to progress.
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Saint

Institute

To: The Official Superior of ]~obert va~l~u~e
.~obe~:t will be returning tO Saint Luke Institute in the near future to.
participate in a Continuing Care Workshop. In order to assist us in assessing his/her
.prog#ess, We would ask that YOu take a short peried of time to answer the following
.questions and to return this form to us. in the accompanying .envelope.
1. Row o~t~-~n have you bee.n in contact with the client oyer the past six
:-. months? Have these contacts been iriitiated by therh or by you?
2. How wo.uld you characterize the relationship between the client and
yourself?. To what do y6u attn’bute the character of this relationship?
How would you.characterize his/her progress in recovery?. You may wantto
¯ address-some isst~es such as ministeda! functioning, relations with those.
-with whom they live, relationships With.~uthodties, participation in support
.group or re .covery odente~ activities, such as Twelve Step meetings,.
.psychotherapy; priest’s/religion, ssupport groups, community actk, itie:s, etc~
What ott) .er information are you aware of :that you feelwould be rei.evant to
our assessment that has not been covered by the first three questions? ¯
You may also wish to" share your concerns with the Continuing Care client.at lhis time.
¯ " -We encourage our clients to seek- out and take .advantage qf your observations.
-Thank you again for your help, and do .not hes~ate tb contact me with your concerns
a~ (30i) 420.7395.
Sincerety,

,~ ,~ .

REDACTED
Michael Brenneis, MA, M.Div, CPC
Coordinator, Continuing Care
Services and Three Quarter Way
Rouse, Outpatient Department

Please identify yourself:.
Name:
~ Client:
" "
Rela~onsl~p.to

/’~ .’~
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2420 Brodks Drive ¯ ~uitland, Man/land 20746-5294 ~ (301) 967~3700 ¯ FAX: (301) 967--,3953
Affiliated with the Daughtem of Charity. Nationa! Health System

Province of St. Barbara
FRANCISQAN FRIARS

1500 34~h Avenue Oakland Cali.fprnla94601 (510)5363722 Fax(510)536-3970

Mary Simoni
Pacific Treatmen~ Associates
313 Soqu~l Ave. Suite B
SanTaCruz~ California 95062
September 24, 1993
Dear Ms. Simoni
~.

Let me introduce myself. I am the religious superior
of one of oum friars, Father Robert Vah Handel, who
has been referred to Pacific Counselling Associates.
for treatment. It is my. understandingthat youare
his’ current eherapis~.
Asyou know, Fathe~ .Robert was engagedin pedophilic
behavior with ap
of childreh issociated with a
Boys Choir ~hichgr°U~oundedhe in Santa Barbama. The
same actiivty extended to some of the.h!gh school
seminarians at St.Anthony Seminamy, You .a~e pmobab~y
well aware of ~his history-both, from Father Robert and
also from the evaluations.from The Treatment center

in Harylafid, ST. Luke’~ Institute.
0vet. the past year~ ~’B0ard of Inquiry es.tablighed by
our Province has been investigating the allegations of
sexual abuse.perpet~ated by sbme ~f the friirs ~n
Santa Barbara. In the course.of the investigation, many
of Robert Van Handel’s victims came forward’to describe
what has happened to ~h~m, The,Board has compiled
a profile o[ his behavibr as they have heard it, and
they have now presented that profile to me so that it
might become psmt of his therapeutic p~OCeSs~ I have
.already spokento Robert about it, and have told him
that I would be forwarding th~s profi~ to you .so that
it can be dealt with in.~he therapy.. Please find this
enclosed.
If you have,any questions of mye~if, pleaseca~l or
Write., as I want to be as avail~b~e as necessa~y.
Thank you veiny much.
Sincerely

REDACTED
OFM VANH !

Provincial Mi~i.ster-

io June, ! 992.

may choose. ~ is m~ understanding that this will ~e ~or p~iu~!~ use-

~~ther than a; ~.art of e press release. "

~exual (:ontat~! wi]h ar~ minor in such a manner that ~ t~irus co~ be
~ransmitted.

~late
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The purpose of this letter is to deserlbe to you the goals and
requirements of the Pacific Treatment ASsociates OFFENDER PROGRAM
and to give you a general idea of what you can expect during your
time here. It would be a good idea to keep .this letter i~ your
personal folder sothat’you can refer to it.in the future.
The primary goal of the Offender Program is the prevention of
reoffense. Because you have committed a crime against another
.person.or persons you are considered to be a rlsk to the community
there kS a strong posslbil~ty that you could reoffend. Therefore,~
i~ important that you recognize ~rom the beg~nnlng that your
presence here in .th~s program is "a pri~ege not a right. You,
your primary counselor, and the rest of the
.together to decrease that

The Offender Program provides group and individual counsel~ng as
well :as fam£1y reunification counseling When desired and
appropriate. ~ou can expect to be in treatment for two to three
years; You are requ.i~.ed to atten~ group for .the entire time
~.and ind~vldual counseling for as long as necessary.. Your. group
counselor wil!-be your primary counselor for the duration of your~
treatmento~He or she will be responsible for monlt.orln~ your
progress. Your individual counselor will be someone other than
.your group counse~or.
.Yo.u a~e expected to:
Attend all. group meetings.
ParticiPate actively in group meetings and-lndlvldual
o

.Do.a~s~gned wor~ within the g~ven period of tlme.
-PAY for group counseling at the beg~nnln.g of each month.
Pay for individual and fam.~y counsellng-before each
zession, unless arranged otherwis.e~ and be respoonslble ~or
other costs (see~elow).’
Adhere to the "personal rules", developed by.you in your group.
Take a polygraph exam six months into treatment. You may
also be required to take. a polygraph exam at any.time..
Comply with "treatment as prescribed by your therapist
Suspension from ydur group or from the.program ~11 occur when
there are violations of the above stated expectations. If

suspension occurs the courtwill be notified.

313 SOQUEL AVENUE, SUITE B " SANTA CIz, U’7_.; CALIFOP, N|A 95062.

408.:423.3303
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Cosre you can expect

re~~

Group -- ~3D~--- "
, payable etthe flr~
month for the entire month

Individual - fee

set bY your individual counselor

Behavioral tr.eatment - group $2~per’hour
- indlvidua1"635 per hour
Letter ~rltlng & phone calls-.$50 per .hour
Court’appearances and visits to jail - $75 per hour
Norkshops - $I0 per hour
Additlona’l testing Polygraph ~ Initial polygraph .- 6150; follow up polygraph - 875
¯ Plethysmograph - 675 per .hour
~Indivldual~ in the Alternative Prosecution Program may have a
¯ d~£~erent fee .se.hed.uleo -.
Inmost treatmentprograms onflde~tlality is. guaranteed to the
client. Due to ~he nature o£ ~he-behavior ~or which you are being
trea~ed, this is a guarantee we cannot give y~u. People in the
community, neighbors or employers for example, might know of. your
’offense. Several government agencles who have become involved
~yo~rl li~e ~rom the moment o~ .reporting ’w~ll continue to b.e
involved. Ne will be work.lng w~th these agencies thr#ughout
your treatment harein order t~ insure- tha~ your behavior is
consistent withy0ur treatment and legal requirements .Being
~onest about your thoughts, £ee~ngs and behaviors may be
-difficult under these, vircumstances. However, we expect you to
make th~s commldtment.
It £s the ~irst step in reconstructing
your
Staff
¯ Offender Program

2
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The purpose of this letter is to give you some information about the
goals and structure of the.group you will-be startlng~ and to. help
you do well in that setting. Nhen you begin group, you are likely to
hear things. that shock you or make you. feel uncomfortable. You might
thlnk~ "~ don’t llke this, I don’t need It, I’m not as .bad as these
other guys." Let the group know what you’re thinking and give the.
men a little time to let you know who they .are,. what they’ .can offer,
and what they expect from you.
If you are-like most new men here,’ you’ll look fordiffe~rendes rather
...than similarities between youand the others-. That dould slow the
pace of your .progress, so for now, let’s ~ookathow you"reallke ".
lather than different.
"
.Host of the men in the program are lawabidlng except for their
deviant ~exual behavlor, Generally, their sexual probl~me continued
despite .~morse, promlses~ anger~ prayer, the realizatlonthat, the
behavior is.wrong~ and their own attempts" to control the problem.
Hazy in your group have tried to avoid experiencing the emotlonnl
fear and pain following offense by burying themselves Inwork~
ref~slng to thlnkabout it~ drinking, hlamlng and[or making excuses,
H-oat new men in group a~e convinced that. they. won’~ offend agaln~
For most group members, the.offense is contrary to .their own v.alues
end beliefs, .It,s as though they have been leading a double llfe~
They have probably dlsapp’olnted"p.eople important to them Just.as you
.have. .You are probably reluctant to be.completely honest about the
problem because you’re embarrassed~ and because, you’ve fled alr.eady
to important people and ~on’t want to have to go back to.them and
tell them about the problem, as it real l~.Is. You might also be
Concerned about legal consequences following full disclosure,.
Host men’in yo-ur group don’t .want to offe-nd but. they don~t know
how to stop permanently, on their own.

Le~’s talk now about the purpose of group’ therapy, Group is a
wee.kly remlnder’of the problem-you are .working to correct. Before
being caught~ most .men dldn’.t, think about their sexual behavior
problem.unles.s .they Were planning it, doln~ it, being angry with
theeselves afterwards or worrying about getting caught. The
p~Imary purpose of g~oup Is to U~DERSTAND,. PREDICT, AND CONTROL
your problem behavior. In group you’ll learn ab~ut your Warning
sl~ns, that is, ~hat your’ze thlukln~, feelIn~, auddOin~ and
what*s~oln~ on £n yVuz body prior to the offendln~. You’ll.!earn
about patterns, cycles .and controls. There will be instruction,
support, and confrontation .When you minimize., blame or lie.

3 ~3 SOQU~ AVeNUe,. SU[7~ B - ~A CRD~ CAU~ORN[A 950~2

"~ ’~ ....."’~ . 408:4~3.3303

get rules and a.ss~gnments that will help you not to o£fend seal..

Group encourages honesty a.nd self-dEsclosure. In return" you’ll get
treatment to61s that a’re well-matched and heIp£ul and you’ll get a
knowlegeable, supportive group to turn to when you.need it. There
will be good role models in group. Hen who are doing we!l and
getting what they want for themselves and their families.
In group, yo~u’ll relnact, perhaps unintentionally, some of the
problems that bring you here. These .might 5~, ~or example, secrecy~
manipulation, withdrawal~ aggressiveness, and blaming, These
behaviors will he pointed out to you. You’ll he ~ennou’raged to try
¯ put dlfferent~ appropriate ways to get what you want~ assertlveness~
~hones~ty, ~ompass~on~ and a w~lllngnmess to =omprom~s.e and negotiate.
Also, you~ll learn to tolerate frustration "w~thou[ a~t~nE ~n way.s
that are hurtful to yourself and ot~ers.
~
YOur. groupwill m~et once a week for two hours.
There: will
approximately twelve men in the group and they well all have sexual
behavior problems. Some of the men are voluntary and some are
ordered to be here by other ageneles. There will be a therapist
the room at all tEmes. The amount of tlme.you spend In group~ Is
rela~ed to ~our honesty, effort,~cooperatlon and p~o~ress, ~ou will
¯ go placed in a grOUp that E~ aPPrOpriate ~or you~ given~your "sexual
problem., lifestyle, strengths and li~ml.taEionso
In group, there ere candidates, members and graduates; you ar~ a
Candidate. After a few weeks, when you’ll be asking for membershfp~ .
you’ll fend there are several requirements. All the members and
graduates have to vote.you in. In order to decide, they will be
¯ looking, for the followlng: that you. see ~ourself~as a sex offender,
that you are motivated to change~ that y~u have been ~helpful’ to the
~est of y6ur abl]Ity~ and that ’y~u are demonstrating cha~ge both
assignment,
.a sexual
be read toyour
and first
approved
by
~ns~de and out
of the
group Setting.muse
in add~tlon~
written
~ auto~~oEraphy~
.your group p~or .to the granting of membership status.
In order .to graduate .from the program, you must have your sexual deviance problem under¯ control for some time and have a working ~-

kno.wledge of your" patterns and controls~. All as:slgnments must be
completed.. There will have been healthy changes In your behavior,
attitude and lifestyle. -Al~eounselors who .have worke~ with ~.ou and
your family must 5e in agreement that you are ready to lea~e the
About your first meetlng~ Group ~eglns w~th a summary of the previous
week’s process~ p~Ovlded 5y that week’s lea~er, Then, a new leader
elected, Each man i= the group will tell you aboBt h~s history of
....~exualdev~an.cy a~d than ~e[! the leader what he’d llke to acnomp~Ish
in that week’s agenda.
Now,. it’S your tur~. You’ll tell the group y~.ur hlstory of sexual

- 2 -
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devlanc~ as best you can" from the b&glnning to the present. Hembers
of the group will ask questions so that-they can help you do well,
Through their questions, support and confrontations you’ll learn a
lot about yourself. You’ll learn how you developed your problem and
why you .repeated your.hurtful behaviors, ~ou’ll learn to predict
the.silde into reoffense and how to control the urge before it

becomes hurtful behavior.
~hen you finish discussing your sexual history, the group will answer
-any questions you have about the program~ ¯Then, you and your group

will discuss and get together, your rules that will guide your behavior
in and out.of t~eatmento For example, whether you can use alcohol,
llve with children, or drive without a destlnat~on in mind= There are
many standard rules and one of the most important ones is that

whatever is .said in group, stays in group .unless the member himself
.says. it’s okayto, dls~ubs his slt~atlon with ot~er~. You will

expected to attend .every session. ’You will be expected to be punctual
and have your asslgnmentsin on time.
Xmmedlately after the f.i~st me~tlng, a couple o’f the men wlll stay
after with you and give you the first asslgn~ent~ ~t’s called
~exnal autobiography and the content and purpose will be Clearly
defined for you. You~will have two weeks to complete.lt. If you h~ve
:~ny questions or ~omplalnts .about %he~ prog.ram, asslgnments~ rule~, or

~rocees, tell ~our group and-your" ¢~unselor rlght.away.
The. ~taff’s suggestion "is that you accept
~ehavior problem that could come back and
common w~th the other men in your group.

that you do have a sexual
that you have a 10t in
They have much to.0ffer and

llke you, they’ve "been there." They.knowwhat it’s ~Ike to do what
.you’ve done and to struggle to free themselves from the patterns ~nd
they are succeeding.
¯
-The group is on your side. They don’t expect perfection, b~t" they do
..demand that you be hone.st’~and do what .you’ve~greed to do. If you
~.’are honest and wo’rk hard# you’ll find acceptance .and community in
~our group. You’~i learn to llkelyou’rself, agaln and to become
hopeful-about your.future~ With the group’s, help, you~.ll stop
hurting people’~ Perhaps you will return to your.family if you are
now separated. .You will stop wasting your tlme.and energy plannlng
your offense, offendlng, .gettl.ng angry with yourself, making fals.e
promlees and then worrying a~out getting caught~

Whatever.happens in your.group, you .can handle it, If your
-t~erapIst has asked you to beg~n group, it"s because he or she is
convinced that you have ell the necessary skills and strengths to do
¯ well and to.benefit from the experience.

Staff
PACIFIC T~RA-TMENT ASSOCIATES "
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PACIFIC TREATNENT ASSOCIATES’
, have read the
description and requirements’ el Pacific Treatment Associates
Offender Program. I understand that my participation in tbls
p#ogram is privilege, not a right, and therefore my full and
.honest participation is expected and monitored by t}|a staff.
iunderstand that .the goals of this treatment program are:
I ¯
2.
3.

to demonstrate complete responsibility for [he illegal
actions whlch, have brought me to this program.
to understand the reasons fo.r my behavior.
to understand the phyaical, .emotional, a’nd social impact
that my behavior has-had and continues to h~ve on the
Victim(s)’, hls/her family, my family, "friends, and the
community.
t.o accomplish the behablor and attitude changes needed
to prevent reoffense in th.~ future.

Addltlonal goals I want t.o accomplish:

I agree to.attend every weekly group session (except
emergencies arise o~ ~hen I have obtained group or s:ta£f
-permission) and-to pay S30. for each Weekly .group seas-ion whether.
~ am-present or not, I understand that ahou~d ~.mlsa attending
tWo¢onsecu~ive meetings without notifying the staff, dr
paying for two consecutive meetings, ~ will automatlesl.ly be
dropped from the program. Should thls occur, I understand that
my’probation officer (~r other appropriate .person) sill be
notlf.led.
I agree to participate in group, meetlng~, to attend individual
and other counseling session w.hen app[ieabl.e, to do assignments
which have been designed to help me fu~fi[1 my. treatment goals,
and to ~espect the prlvacy.of other group members by not
revealing names or other~identi~y~ng-lnformatlon to anyone
outside of Pacific Treatment Associates,
I acknowledgethat I have read and understand this contract, and
that ia signing it, I make a pledge to complete the entire
trea.tment p~ogram.
Date
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BOREDOM TAPES.

Child molestation iS a common.sexual crime that affects one in four females
in the United States. A Variety of programs have been established to deal
.with the aftermath of child molestatlon~ but.few programs focus on
..preventing molestation by.treating the mole.ster hlmself~ Those programs
’that do focus on this aspect have come into dxlstence because they believe
.~hat if the incidence of child molestation Is’to be de~reased, greater
efforts’need to-be focused’on treatment methods whichwill help the mol.~ster
.gain control over his de~iaRt behavior.
The treatment of those who commit sex’offenses (including child molestation)
,iS a relatively new discipline. At least two factors have slgniflc~ntly
affected the directionof Sex offender treatment over the years~ 1) the
gradual movement away from the medical or psychiatric model~ in which the
preferred form is in~ivldual therapysesslons, ~sing con~entlonal d~agnoses
-and 2) the. new perceptions of rape that have grown ont..of.the
~ovement. Before the development of a cohesive women’s m~vement the
prevaillng view about rapls.ts were that they were sexually unfulfiile~
¯~en carried away by sudden, unc.ontrollable surges-of sexua! d~slre. It
was believed that these desires might have been nuleashed by provocative
victims and that:raplsts were-psychologlcally sick men. Today~ the
..majority of programs ~.re rooted in the perception that l).rape.ls basically
an. assaultive crime acted outs.exuslly~. 2) that such behavior is generally
culturally or experlentlally learued~- and 3) that rape victims include
powerless range of subjects such as llttle babies, young ch£.Idreu, elderly
women, and the Inflrm, as well .as other more able but equally unprovocatlve
v!ctlms--young women and youn~ men. Thes~ ideasare now s~en to be
a~plicable to the entire range of-sex offenses .....
The. new s~x offender discipline is an integrated one which Inludes a variety
-of psychoynamlc~ behavioral, ~ognitlve, and biomedical elements and
i~corporates a wl.de range of edu~atloual-and training components. The toois
of current technlques, can be tr~o.ed back partially to the ~ork of Nesters
& .Johnson in treating sexual dysfunction. However~ most of the concepts now
in use have only been developed over ~he last I0 to 15 years. During
~this time, S~lentiflc research methods have been used to. determlnethe
effectiveness of the various approaches.In changing behavior and attitudes.

CO~PREHENSIYE. TREATMENT COALS
Trea’tment.prog~ams currently existi.ng, both inpatient and outpatient, use

t̄he following goalsto structure treatment~

- I -
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plan. Assessment determln~s individual n~eds ~ndr ’i~£’-h~6:-o~"~:e
aS Well as other .outpatle~t proKrams, determines the r~sk to
2, Each offender needs to a) accept responsibility for
whlch.he has been lu~ol~ed and b) have and’undezstandi~ ’~f"the..Seq~ence
......... of tho,~hts, feel~nKs, eYe{ts~ t~rcumst~ce8~-and aro~Al: .sti’m,-l£" ~t~at
.make up the .
"~ffe~se syndrome" that precede8 h~s In#olv"

3,

"

Each of£e~der needs to learn how ~o a) i~LerYe.ne in or break In’to h~
offe~s.e paLLern aL "its ~Yery f~rst sIg~ a~d b) cell up~ £hi appropriate
.mehtOds, tools, o~ procedures he has lear~ed~ In brder t0 ~uppress~ .
control, manage, and stop the behavior,
.
--.
Each offender needs to participate in a re-education and re.soclailzat£on
process In order to.a) replace, anitsocial thoughts .and behaviors ¯with
prosoc~al ones, 5)ah.quire a positive self-concept" and new ¯¯attitudes¯.
and expec.tations-of hlmself~ and c) learn..new social .and sexual-skills
£o help chltlvate ~Ositive~ ss~isfying,.ple.a~.u~able, and. non. .. .’
".threatening relatatlon’ships with others.
"

5. Zach offender needs ¯time to-assimilate new concepts,_attltudes
behaviors ~nd a place .to te~t them safely.
6. Each offender need’s a) a po@t-t~eatment support, peer; o.~ "rap"
" group a.nd "5) co~tlnual" posttre6tme.nt access t.o therapy and sup~por~
"In order to maintain permanently a s~fe lifestyle,

ASSESSHENT
Asses’sment Includes testlngs., cllnica~ interv,lew, and a measure of arousa~
.. by the plethys.mograph. R.Ichard Law.s, a pioneer in the development of

behavioral procedure’s .operates on.two-belle~s~ I) All~ex offenders have
p~’ob~em’s with deviant sexual arousal ~nd 2) all offenders..have problems
..with self-control of’that" .arousal. The-erectlon respdnse, therefore~ gives
’ ’:information on the kinds of things that will "turn.a person on." This can
: ~help in determining risk f~r communlty~has~d program,
"
RESPONSIBILITY AND UNDERSTANDING
We use police reports., reports from victim therspis’ts, int~rvle~s-of
..family member~, and polygraph testing to promote honesty and acceptance
of full responsibility. At CSATP ~ vailety of educa.tlonal units are
presented which help offender8 to become familiar with the sequence of

.thouEhts, feelings, even~s,..crlcumstances and. arousal stimul~ that
make U’p his offense.

INTERVENTION AND CONTROL

- 2 -

.\
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Interventions come in the form of Slmpl~ b~havlorai techniques such as
cognltiqe deterrentS, impulse~chartlng, thought-shlftlng or str~nger ones
such as scheduled, overmasturbatlon, monitoring of behavior and
manlpulat£on of the env£ronmento Most researchers .recommend that at
least two behavioral interventions be’used to-decrease deviant arousal~
aversive conditioning (covert sensitization) and verbal satiation (boredom
~apes). Some recommend the use of Depo-provera. C.overt sensitization
.teach-as the offender to disrupt fantas.ies of.young children by replacing
them with.aversive images and satiation reduces arousal by satiating or
boring.the offender with his own deviant ¯-sexual fantiasies.
~a’tlat~on
-Thisle.a technique which ~esearch has shown to. be extremely effectire
. in eliminating deviant sexual arousal. It e~i~inates or greatly reduces
" fantasies which would otherwise remain in people’s m~nds-. While manF ~
child moZesters claim that they can ~ontrol their, deviant f~ntasies, by
elimiuattnE their Use of deviant fantasy, this¯iS effectIre only for
.~hortperto~s of time, In the long run deviant £antasies will return,
Offenders can learn to develop methods. ~hat will eradicate fantasies,
rather than develop strategies to avoid.them, To destroy these
fantasies,, offenders must reach into
their memories a~d "bring them
~ut" whi~e .developing some. method to
destroy their erotic nature~. The
~Vse of fantasies during a.atia.tion is
NOT like the use.of fantasy.in.the
past. Theuse of fantasy .during satiation does not increase interest.
and. a.rousal to young, childrenbut instead destroys it,
Covertsensltlzatlon
~hts method pairs aVersive consequences with the sexually de,taut.
fantasy-so that ifbecomes.less pleasurable and erotic. The covert
sensitization cycle consists of 1) a neutral pleasant scene followea b.y
.~) a deviant fantasy followed by 3) an aversive consequence and ~) an
.dsca-pe scene.

In CSATP this goal is addressed through, the use of Ratlonal Thinking and
¯ other methods to overcome cultural stereotypes about the roles of men
arid women, tO overcome mispercep~l.ons about human sexuality, to learn to

~ncrea.se appropriate arousal, .to deal wi~h the offender’s own victimization

as a ch.ild~ to learn 50 be empathic~ to .learn to be an-asser~pezson who

~an manage.an.get and other negative feelings, to increase self-esteem~ and
.to learn the means of controll~ng var~0uS ~mp,~se8. These goals are
a~compl~she~ through ~ar~ous eaueat~ona~ units such.as Rational Th~nk~ng,
Sexuallty~ Commun~catlon and Stress Management~ an~ through
assignments such as writing an empathy paper and a reof~ense paper.
PRACTICE

3-
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The. iength of .time spent in treatment.is approxima~ely t~o yesrs~~hieh
giVels the offender time to aa~im~late material and begi~ changes. These
changes can be pra~ticed in, and monitored by, the group through suppo’Tt
..~ud confrontation.
POSTT~EATNENT
Each o-ffend~r is expected to develop and adhere to a ~ostt~eatment p!ano
This plan, ’wt~h is approyed .by the Offender’s group and the sta£~, should
~address.the ~ontinued need for support, for healthy~ ~n~eraCtions ~ith
~th-e~s, and for awareness.and monitoring of deviant l~pulses/£antasie~/ ~
~h0ught~, ~s Well as Other issues speciEie to-each o£fender. AtCSATP ve
expect follow~up¯vtaits¯ .to group for t~O years following the completion¯
o~ treatment and a request for addit~ou&l treatment if the need arises..
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-Province St. Barbara
FRANCISCAN FRIARS

1500 EHth Avenue Oaklarzd C~fomia94601 (510)536-3722 Fa~.(510)536~:3970

To:

From:
¯ September 9, 1993
In a memorandum dated AUgust 19~ 1993~ I ha~e ?eceived
pe~mission from Father Robert Van Handel tO. grant .access
to his pe~sonnelfiies to. those I deem necessamy: for The
good of the pmovinee and his difense~
I hereby, grant permiSsion-fo~ you to ~ead this file;

it

is my.understanding that any information contained ~herein
will be maintained in confidences and thainofurther
disclosures will take ~lace to anyone without my p~ior

authorization¯.

VAin
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Third Party Privacy Riohts

May 5, 1992

Enclosed iS a copy of aletter that is being-sent to Ft. Robert Van
Handel, O.F.M. We are- sending you .this .copy for your information.
The City.. santaPolice Department has assigned, this report
number

~’mcerely,
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May 5, 1992

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that is being .sent to Ft. Robert Van
¯ Handel, O.F.M. We are sending you tliis copy for your information.
The-(
Police Department has assigned :this report
number

Sincerely,
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REDACTED
~r. Steve Montana
St. LukeInsticute
2420 Brooks Drive
Suit~and, Ha.ryland 20746

Wellness Committee
2300 Garden St.
Santa Barbara, CA 93105
Hay 11., 1992

R~: Robert Van Handel, ofm .
Franciscan School of Theology
1712 Euclid Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94709

.... ~S’mornlng I .pho~ed to ask if. Rob~rtYan Handel, a
Fra.~dls~an priest of the St. Barbara Province, c~uld come t6 St.
Luke Institute for d£agnostlc tes~ing: We agreed that he would
arrive Sunday, H~y 17 and leavesometime after 12:30 p~ on
.Friday, Hay 22. Following.your sugg~stion, X asked him to call
Delia Hann±ng in Admissions for further informatiqn regarding
what to.expect, what to bring,-arrival time, etc. I told him ¯
that he could also c~11 you if he wishe~. Thank you for your
~r~endly and professional help-and support.
Robert ~ecen~ly recelzed, a letter from parents regarding
inappropriately touching ~helr son, The letter.!s, enclosed,
This incident would h~ve. occurred several years ago. My
understa~din~ ~sthat the family seems to have no intention of .
pursuing this situation except I) I belle¢~ they are concerned
that Robert get an~ psychological help he may need; 2) The
familyfiled the issu~ With the Santa Barbara police, It is not
yet clear wha~ ~he pollce.will do with the information,
Robert. is very.willlng to come to.St. LukeInstftnte for
di~gnost~c testing. .He £s awarb of the fact that yon will be
¯ forwarding a report with recommendations to Rev..
the Provlncial bf ~the St. Barbara Province:
Provincial Office
1500 34th Ave.
Oakland, CA 94601
"All offlclal informatlbn should go-.to our Provldclal. My role,
as a member of our Wellness Commlttee, ib to be a .supp6rt person
for. Robert. I am available for anyfollow-up support.
Thank you fo~ your help.
s±ncerely,
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I ~ant to thank you for your concern for me at this time.
really appreciate it. And I. am sorrv if I seemed pushy, but !
~asi am rather desperate to help my’{amily h~al. It is
seeing them inan airplaneth~t is in a.tail~pin, and all i can
do is ~atch them hopelessly aS they {all deeper into their pain.
, . I ~no~ you ~iil reach 9ut very I oving,ly to them andanything
i can 99 tp he!p ~ou in this, please let me Knov~. This.is truly
~mgDg the neavles~ crosses I have had. in my li~e, ~nd the pain is
ee~t very much for Robert also. Be assured o~ my rayers.~or you
¯ in the de~isions you must make. Besides this you-~a~e all the
rest o{ the Province to be conc’erned about.
¯
.. I a~.~oing O.K. in all this, and I have peopie I can taI~ to.
-~{so~ boa is near and very supportive. I ~i~! keep in touch and
~here. I {eel appropriate ~illmake suggestions. I hope you #11! be
open to that, and at the-same time~ assure me, as you did
evening, that youneedto work it out in your own ~ay, These.
checKs and balances ~il! help us cope ~ith this ~hole ~hing in the
best manner possible,
¯
- "
~hone ]ast night I see
To briefly &ummarlz~
a real deterioration i~
)~rit.This is~h~
~uggested using the te~
guidelines. I see them
dri{tihg towarSs external sanctions-court ~ction
limitations is Ii{ted by the legislature and/or civil action based
on interior su{÷e.ring. They do 6orseem to be inclined to
9~b~i9ize. the.matter at.present, but I do not th~nR the door to
I urged them to see their counse.i-ldrs, and I am trYinq to ~ind
out-i{ there is a support group.~or those ~hose children’have
experienced child abuse, I wiIlsuggest to them that they join
such a.group as a means o{ helping ~hem heal. I am beginning to
~hinK. . t5at
_people. can
_.qet into such a
.humtin g state tsar the.y lose
’~he hope 9{ b~]Ipg, or ~or ~ha~/er reasops, want
. ~neir hurt. I’I! Keep doingv~haIi, can.
Thank you, again, l{or your help and Support.
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Third Party Privacy Rfclht~
June 15, 1992

...".~ This letter is .in response to your May 20th, 1992 letter.which offered
.... " .condolences and payment 6~.~ounsel.’
.servic~
for the devastating
Cons~
of Robert’s actions
-and
herself..
.s currently in-counseling in dealing .with these
issues
and ¯
" we have begun to receive invoicesfor this.
The current, statement from the~qOu~selor show.s four sessions.dated
4/8, 4/23~ 4/29, and 5/7/92 for"Individual Psychotherapy". Each..
session has a unit .cost of~$110.00 and the total balance is $440.00.
....._We
¯
.arerequesting reimbursement for this balance. We will advise
- you of~additional counselling balances as they arise.

OFM VANH 1
0608

,3RD PARTY PRIVACY

~

Province of St. Barbara
FRANCISCAN FRIARS

1500 34th Avenue Oakland Cal’domia94601 (510)~ Fax(510)536-:3970

July I0~ 1992.

"Pea6e. ~Than~.., you very much fo~ you~recent lettem, which ’
has just azTived in oum office.yes.t.erday,
-Enclosed please find a check fore ~0.00 dollars 1o eo~ the
counselling expenses L Fo~ ~u~ records, I would appreciate it
if you could for~Brd a copy of the invoices.
I think and pray about you~ family and the situation on
an ~t daily basis. ~he whole expemienCe is terT~ble~
and please assurei
of my continuedsupport and
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In yo.ur most recent letter to us you offered to pay for our.counseling
costs. We are responding for ourselves.
Before .addressing the ounselmg mattea" we-vivldly recall .our
meeting, with you .and the Definitofium during the Philip Wolfe
proceedings. Dttring .that meeting we presented tile board with. a
series of attainabIe g0als. We asked that you apprise us of the
outcome of the board’s deliberations regarding the goals. To-date
we have not. receiveda response from you on the resolution.. We.
certainly feel thata.resP0nse is long overdo.
..
As we discussed-by phone, we definitely want to know th~ outcome
of the psychological testing of Robert VanHandel~ whether any
further psychological treatment will be undertaken and what the
plans for him will be after the aforementioned are completed.
We recall the
m
you"preferred to handle the-counseling
-costs
a result Of the Philip Wolfe rape. We are
followin
same approach with our counseling costs as you
preferred with them. We.have .sought professional counseling as a
means of reaching the stated amount. Given this we are presenting
you .with a $50,000 bill for.each of us, making a total of $100,000..
This covers all .counseiin. g costs for us associated with the Wolfe
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trauma, .the VanHandel trauma and future counseling costs
associated with both. The heavy anguish experienced by each
member of this family occasionedby, these events continues on a
daily basis. You can have no idea of the extent of the pain. and. life
..changes that have come in their aftermath. The latest developments
have increased this trauma exponentially. Should you have any
questions please call us.

Third Party Privacy Ri.qhts o
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CONFIDENTIAL

¯ . Septe.mber, 199.2_

Robert Van Hand.el

Two draft letters have been wdtten, byTom West, OFM, and Bob Heilman of
the Santa Barbara Boys Choir. One is ageneral letter to all former and present
members of the Choir. The other is to a specific individual who might have been
abused by Robert. A mention of Robert’s cooperation was added to the general
letter.
A letter was also sent to thi
¯ billsthat were submittal,

family offering to pay for. specific counseling.

~ has met. with the fdars in Santa Barbara to .explain the whole.
situation. ¯
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Peace, Once-again, I would like to wish you all of GOd’s blesshgs.
I would, like to than~ you for .your patimce and undersatanding,
especially under the most diffi~lt’ of clrcums~nce~. .Ple~seknow~
of my c~ustaat prayers for yoh and d.e~ire to help.
The definit-~ium held ~u extraor-dina~y me~t~g c~Frld~y, Septemb.er .ll~ at ~hich we discussed .your. l~t l~te~ to me ¯
n~. many of the fears audanxieties b ".eAg suffered by the.bzoader
community &n" ~untaBarbara, It is .surely ou~ desire to address the
situation, inasmuch, as POSSible, in a proacive i~ay. Our heart
goesout to everyone.
&.t thi.s time., the.provice ~ant~ v~ much to p~y fo~ th .spelfic
,-.
counselling bills, wich are fo~a~nded to us~: #~-’.if ~o~ould do - ’
this, I would appreciate it., ~ We would liketo ma~e these bills.
the base for ~urth’er discussions .about. oth~ costs ~hich may be
incurred, We-wo~..d really like to ~ee if the present ~itutat~nca~n.ot be
used as ~n opp~tunlty for us to talk. Certai~y, our mutual...
concerns inV61ee both f~nanclal costs and personal issues. To
further the po~si~l, ity-dY ~ntact,. I’ have asked Father Thomas West ,
one of our fr~.s .who is a specialist iu the are~"0f:~Buse, to cnt~*t
~bu o~ my behalf.
We realize the impedance ~f c~t~c~ the broad,r .:torn’unity. of
-,.
the Boys Choir. in Sant~. Barbara, As Iindicated~to you in mY imevlous:letter,
we had, very:early c~, decic.ed-%o..%ake ~ proadtive stancec,, re~ting’.~ p~licy
flexible eno.Ught ~o respond .toan evolving sftua%i0n." I .know that
¯ Father Thomas We~will be h~ppY’to disc~ ,whhyou.’ the work-we h~Ve’
been doing in ,this area, .the necessity ~t this time aof a gen.er~l letter~
and our p~st.oal desire to re~ch out.to any ~ossibl~ vf~tims. .We .are. ~oing
ur best to move forwad fi~m~.F~"prudently, and .~!h’sensitivi~y ~o
.
everyone involved.
. .:.
.
This letter brings you up Zo ~te .~ our discus6ions. - I kno~
that Father .Tom wil 1 b~ hharing
’ ¯
"
morewith
you; but I"h0p4 tha% "We"
too oan be in~ further co, act.
May G6d Bless you and ~yourfam.ily.
Sinerely in Chris~

Third Party Privacy
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November 9, 1992

Most Reverend Roger Mahony
Cardinal: Archbishop of Los Angeles
Archdiocese of Los Angeles
.1531 West Ninth Street
Los Angeles, CA~ 90015-1194
Dear Cardinal Mahony:

¯ You have not met us,: declining our offer, to ¯meet withyou in198~,

r~~g us..’m.ste_a.d..to.yo.u,r auxiliary, Bishop Patrick Ziemann. Our
.fiain~ ~and oin-"

:be familiar to .yo.u.. You should

by then 21 years of age, the statute of limitations h.’
run
out. Therefore, there was no-legal punishment for more than three
years- of very serious on going sexual molestation under- threat to
maintain his silence. "
What you must know is that in Decemberof 1991, we.learned that
~ had also been sexually molested when he was
¯ around the age of 10 by Fr. Robert Van Handel, O.F2M., founder.of the
Santa Barbara Boys’ Choir, faculty member and sometime. Rector of
Saint Anthony’s Seminary in Santa Barbara. A. criminal, complaint
has been filed with the Santa Barbara Police Department
i.You, d~nied jua:i..’Sdi’.Ctio~i iin the e~.~!!.er..cases÷ b~Caiase ,the.prieSt

-The circleof pain, distrust and damagecaused by the:se menik
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growingand becoming increasingly known in tilt community.. This is
despite years and months respectively of public Church silence.
¯ The destruction to young lives is impossible to measure or even
estimate. The pain of parents,-fami!y members and other community
members cannot be described in just a few words, as we consider.
the betrayal and manipulation by our dearly loved and trusted
priests.

It is time for .the offiCial ’ Church to publicly address this source of
pain and destruction.. It refuses, to go away. It intrudes and weighs
down ala the other moments of our. liveS." :We are. attemptin, g to
continue our lives in the,shadow of our childre_n’s suffering andour
Own pain of :betrayal and loss.
We spoke of these matters with your Episcopal Vicar., Reverend "
Monsignor John Rohde. We asked that you be personally inforined .of.
these tragic developments and our requests for further action by
yoti. Your support staff was..not satisfied with the verbal requests as
conveyed by Monsignor Rohde, They .. asked that we..put our
challenges in. writing. So, once again we are writing to you hoping
that you will take a more proactive approach this t~rne. Now that
this is being put .in written form you will note that the letter is being
sha~ed with interested, members of the .cOmmunity.
Cardinal Mahony, we challenge you as spiritual leader of this
¯ archdiocese, as shepherd of a wounded and wandering flock to
address tMs horror, the .destruction of our children’s lives by sexual
¯ abuse by clergy. We challenge you to make a public, statement
.regarding this matter.
Further, we challenge you to form. an independent committee to
formulate a policy for education, prevention, and response to this
evil. that includes proper reporting to civil authorities. If such a
policy exists, it should, be reviewed especially as it pertains to.
outreach and care of victims and family members. It should define a
response to those molested by Order priests, who receive their
.permission to work in the area from. the ArChdiocese..

Finally, we challenge you to implement age-appropriate programs of
. education to teach children in Kindergarten through High School to
protect themselves from all forms of-sexual abuse, These programs.
should be in place and-operational in one year.. If adequately .and
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sensitively educated, the children are their own best first line. of
.defense. There needs to be .concurrent seminars for parents to
educate them and foster knowledge so that the children may turn to.
their parents and to other adults in. safety, knowing that they will be
believed and threats cannot be :made good toenforce their silence.

These three items can be-acComplished without great difficulW or
expense.. They do require a firm commitment to the safety and
health of our children and .young people. Implementation of these
measures would go a long way-.toward lessening the heart rending,
¯ soul slaying anguish-of the horror of.clerical sexual abuse.
We are ready tO meet with you~ at any time to discuss these three
items and any roAated matters.
You. must know that the .good works and ministry of the archdiocese
have been undermined by this horrendous evil. No ministry has any
¯ value ifits price is paid with the life of.one child. The archdiocese
can-remain silent no longer inthis matter.

Sincerely yours,

Third Party Privacy R~clhts

Rev. Tom:West, O,F.M.
Rev. Msgr. John Rohde
Editor Los Angeles Times
...
EditorNational Catholic Reporter
President of-Call to Action
President of V.O.C~A.L. (Victims of Clergy Abuse Link Up)
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CONFIDENTIAL

~Robert Van Handel

September 30, 1994

The Provincial Definitorium of the Province of St. Barbara met toldiscuss the
status of Robert Van Handel’s relation to the Order now that he has been
convicted and sentenced for the sexual molestation of s.omeone under 16 years of
.age. The Definitorium must consider if Robert is to be dismissed.from the Order
according to Canon 1395.2. The Canon does not require dismissal (si casus ferat).
However, the Definit0rium must review the case and offer an opinion to ’the
Minister Provincial.
The Defmitorium looked at the factors, i:nvolved in this discussion:
liability for the Province, scandal for the people of God, health of Robert, good of
the fraternity, the gospel way of life, the timing and the situati6n, the reputation
and morale of the local omr£ianity that he might live with if he stays in the
Order.
TI~ Definitorium examined the following options available to iV.
a.
do nothing
..
b.
. dismiss, him.immediately
~.
decide not to dismiss .
d.
request letter from Robert in Which hewould ask to leave the Order
e.
delay any final decision.
The Definitorium is recommending.to the Provincial Minister that he not act at
this time, but leave the option open for review in the. futur~ and that such a
¯ review should take place in a year. The Definitorium recommends the above
¯ action for the following reasons:
¯ the frail psychological state 0f Robert VanHandel
¯ the lack of fur~:her information regarding liability implications
¯ .the expectation of the people of God that the Province .oversee
Robert in the future
¯ the desire of the majority o( friars to balance justice with mercy
in the treatment Of Robert
¯ give Robert time tb discern ~ own future vocation
¯ the Province’s plan toset up a house of containment could impact
Robert’s future.
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September $0,199_44

Robert Van Handel

TheProvincial Definitorium of the Province of St. Barbara met to discuss the
status of Robert Van Handel’s relation to the Order now that he has been
convicted and sentenced for the sexual molestation of someone under 16 years of
age. The Definitorium must consider if Robert is to be dismissed from the Order
acco~?ding to Canon 1395.2. The Canon does not require dismissal (si casus ferat):
However, the Definitorium must review the case and offer art opinion to the
Minister Provincial.
The Definitorium looked at the factors involved in this discussion:
liability for the Province, scandal for the people of God, health of Robert, good of
the fraternity, the gospel wayof life, the timing and the situation, the reputation
and morale of the !ocal community that he might live with if he stays in the
Order.
The Definitorium examined the following options-available to it:.
do nothing
a.
b.
dismiss him.immediately
c.
decide not to dismiss
d.
request letter from.Robert in which hewould ask to leave the Order
e.
delay any fina! decision.
The Definitorium is recommending to the Prov~mcial Minister that he not act at
this time, but leave the option open for review in the futur~ and that such a
review should take place in a year. The Definitorium recommends the above
action for the following reasons:
¯ the frail psychological state of Robert Van Handel
¯ the lack of ha’ther information regarding liability implications ¯
¯ the expectation of the people of God that’the Province oversee
Robert in the future
¯ the desire of the majority of friars to balance justice with mercy
in the treatment of Robert
¯ give Robert time t6 discern hown own future vocation
- the Province’s plan to set up a house of ~ontainment couldimpact
Robert’s future.
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CONFIDENTIAL
¯ Ro’bert Van Handel

September 995

~reported to the Definitorium that he hadvisited Robert at the
San Luis Obispo Men’s Colony.. During,hisvisit, I raised a number of issues
with Robert. One such issue was Robert’s future once he is released from
prison. Robert and the Definitorium will need to Ioo~; at a number of option.&
ilt was also reported that .individuals are coming forward at. this time whosay that
they were abused by R0bert.fr0m the years 1984 - 1989 whenRobert :left Santa
Barbara~
:

it was agreed that there would be a thorough evalt~ation of Robert’s situation-at
the November meeting of the Definitorium..
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Robert Van Ha~!
The Definitorium reviewed the situation of Rob&t Van Handel. He is presently in the State Pdson
. at Vacavtlle, California and has a possible release date of March 1998..
~ the Provincial Minister. ma~le the following observations:
¯ Robert has t, ot given any consideration as to his future after his release date;
¯ ~ it is a fact that he will a/ways be in a I~gh risk catego~y.which means that he
will always need a high level of constant Care at!~ .d mon~dng,
in discussing the vadous options open to Robert, the Definitorium made the following points:
¯ .Robed needs to work through his future visa vJs the Order; it would be preferable
if he made the decision while he was. in a safe environment;
.- Robert as part.of his decisiommaldng process needs t0.understand the
severity of limitations that will be placed on him if he remains in the Order.
it was agreed thatthis Definitodum Would like to set asits goals wi~h respect.to Robert:
¯ help him make the decision to leave the Order on his own;
¯ assure him that the O~’der would take care of him.during his proba~on and help
him during.his probation to leave the Order and get established;
¯ make a final decision on this issue by September 1996,
If Robert dOes. not agree to the above, it was the tentative opinion of the Definitorium that the
Canon Law regarding dismissal from the Order should be invoked in this. cage.
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Ni,~t Assaults at.the

Seminary_

¯~76-85.,
¯ Would come to boys atnlght. Rubb~
their backs and bodies would masturbate them. One student believes there
may have been oral copulation. One
students described the "massages’~ as
going on for hours. Another said when
befeigned sleep he would go over to
tLis.roora~te, One student attempted to
¯ make himself undesh’able by Stopping
his¯ showering etc. They.would ~...
. feign sleep. One student resorted
having a wallwaa~ ort during the:
sauits. One Student. said he saw.
to another students room, the m0,
tors and mars were the only ones
flashlights:

.RobertYan Handal Profile
1975-1987
.#o3vietims ~w~d as of 8/1.9/93=7 .

Road Games

Nude photo~gehy! Choir Members
1975-87 A.. 6-10 years old at beginning
of photo sessions. BOI has seen asam~ling of the pictures..

~ude Photography. I’ietures taken in Choir
morn at Seminary, his office ~d at the
creek on Se"miaary grounds. X m.entiorted
’us labeled

,,RVH
m to have
~,members
:,c ona
ted he
~h RVI-K
:et mad

19762
During trip in car, RVH suggested and
playedI-Spy where the loser would have
to take off a piece of clothing, RVI-I
would tickle the boys and "aeeidently"
touch genitals. On trip to Europe, boys
father said ~s son sfid he played a dart/
undress, gamewith RVtt.
Suspicions
More than several people we Iiave interyiewed, mentioned the trips to Europe.
The boys were isolated, in new environ-

charge of setting up the stages, attempted

to keep the adult "sponsors" away from

the kids. One mother said her son told her

t atiil bbing the acks at

m~- -’-: several¯ ~ps there was a two
Assaults_in Hot Tub

RVI-I grabbed his genitals in hot tub

| Irmked swimm~g w~th Choir Boy in pool

I lbehind, mission

week period of~m¢ where RVH would
stay alone with a boys etioir member.after
the reSt of the choir left for home. We
have an extended list of possible
"speeia!." boys. RVH suposedly spent
alone time with. ..

~qight Assaults at the
__Seminary_
76-85 ,
Would come to boys at night. Rubbed
their.backs and bodies would masturbate them. One student believes there
may have been oral copulation. One
students described the "massages" as
going on for hours. Another said when "
he feigned sleep he would go over to
his roomate. One student attempted to
make himself undesirable by stopping.
his showering etc. They Would both
feign sleep~ One student resorted to
having a walkman on.during the assaults, One Student. said he saw a visit
to another students room, the moderators and friars were the only ones with
flashlights:

A~$aults in Hot Tub

1976
RVH grabbed his genitals in hot tub

Robert Van Hen .da! Profile
1975.1987
.# o~ Victims iuto~wed as of 8119193=7
# of Suspected Victim. not .’.mt~rvi$wed= 2-10.

Road Games

Nude, Ph0t.0,~aPhyl Choir Members
1975-87 A.. 6-10 years old at beginning
of photo.sessions. BOI has seen a sam~!ing ofthe pictures.

1976:During trip in car, R.VB suggested and
played I-Spy wh..ere the loser would have
to take off a piece of clo~ing, RVI-I
.qude Photography. Pictures taken in Choir would fickle the boys and "aceidenfly"
room at Seminary, his office and at the
touch genitals. On trip to Emope, boys
eree, k on Se~ grounds. X .mentioned father said his son ~aid he played a darff
See.t0g a row of slide photoalbums labeled undress game with RVI-I.
with kids names in his room. Their reward
was ice.cream. "Don~t tell, or the oth~r
b6ys wiilbe j ous."
Suspicions
Prior to nude photography with X., RVI-I More than several people we have intertold him "It’s only NaRtml" for him to have viewed, mentioned the trips.to Europe.
an ereeti.’on during massage. X, remembers The boys were isolated, in new environbeing fondled while sitting nude in RVH
meats, aadi~~ho was in
lap while X. was listening to music on a
charge ofsetting up the stages, attempted
wallanan. One Choir Boy mentioned he
to keep the adult "sponsors" away from
would eat dinner at semminary with RVH,: the kids, One mother said h~ son told her
Mel. lursieh mentioned he would get mad
that Das rubbing their backs at
at RVI-I for having him there.
nigh~ ~ several trips ther~ was a two
week period of time where RVI-t would
Naked Swimmtia~
stay alone with a boys choir member.after
the rest.of the eh~.. left.for home. We
75,80
have an extended list of possible
naked swimming with Choir Boy in. pool "special "boys RVI-I suposedly spent
bekind mission

.Priest. at St.. Francis a~rested
for .adleged child m.ol~~atton
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LICENSFD MARRIAGE,
FAMILY AND CHILD
COUNSELOR #5777

LICENSEb.CLINICAL
SOCIAL WORKER
#3591

SUITE E
GOLETA PROFESSI(" " BLDG.
GOLETA, CALIFOR~
TEL. (805) 967-8~1~

6228 CATHEDRAL OAKS RD,
GOLETA, CALIFORNIA 93117
TEL. (B05) %7-8513

-michael john eremia, m.s.w.
May 18, 1994

Mr. Rueben Guiterrez
Deputy Proba£1on officer
Santa Barbara..County Probation
117 E. Carrillo Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Re: Robert Van Handel
DearMr. Guiter~ez:
. I am writing on behalf of the above-named client, a selfconfessed child molester currently detained-at the IRC..facility of
Santa-Barbara County Jail while awaiting sentencing.. Please accept.
the following clinical evaluation .and recommendations for .your
review and. consideration .... ¯
Mr. Van .Hande-l, a 5’9" tall Caucasian~.-~l~weighing l56.1bs..,
.with. brown .eyes, baiding with brown hair~.-...~ ~
Franciscan priest
whose~meek demeanor, hunched stance, and softrspoken voice reflect
his self-reports of feelings of humiliation, .guilt .and inadequacy.
Even while acknowledg.ing his own. capacity for being manipulative.,
this prisoner comes across, as a klnd, empathlc~ intelligent, .and
passive man. His general attitude End behavior during the twice
weekly sessions since April 12 have been. character.ized by
cooperativeness, .anxiety, displays of remorse and.~elf-pity, and=at times--despa!r.
The quality-¯ of Mr. Van Handel’s¯ speech ¯suggests he is
struggling for control over unwanted feelings of helplessness.
While speaking spontaneously~ clearly and coherently,; the rate of
flow indicates he is carefully thinking through his..thoughts and
Verbal productions in an effort¯to reduce his anxieties aboutImprisonment, while making certain the interviewer obtainsneeded
information. The client readily acknowledged that One of.the most.
anxiety-inducing aspects of i.mprisonment for .him is the loss of
control over management of his daily life~
Jail time has
heightened his self-acknowledged exaggerated control needs by
frustrating his abili~ties to function freely ~n society. All of
Mr. Van Handel’s speech has been relevant in conten~, ~ith no
evidence of loss of goal-idea, thought blocking, or circumstantial responses.
...
His primary mood is depression, currently controlled by a
daily intake of 25 me.. of zoloft, reportedly prescribed by the
County Jail psychiatrist, Dr. Howard Babus. Addi~ona!.!y, the
.prisoner i-s .admin!stered i00 -me. of N~rtr~pta!en~ t~..~educe"his
bedtime anxieties and make sound -sleep..pos.s:ib~e
Duri.g the~

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
.OF MARRIAGE AND
FAMILY THERAPISTS

AMERICAN ORTHOIb-YCHIATRIC
ASSOCIATION. INCORPORATED

OFM VANH 1
0638

-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF
SEX I~DUCATORS, COUNSELORS
AND TH £RAPIS-IS
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interview sessions, Mr. Van Handel, appearing preoccupied,
frequently moves his right hand across his forehead or touches the
back of his-neck in an apparent effort to calm or reassure himself
as he discloses his life history and daily activities, thoughts and
moods. The telling and re-telling of personal details of his life
¯ and anti-social behavior has been both anxiety-provoking and
depressing for this man.
¯ The. onset, duration, and intensity of his depression~have an
escalating history dating back to 1983 when he sought private
therapy with-Gerald White, Ph.D,, clinical psychologist. At that
.time, thoughts of suicide were strong and pervasive enough to cause
chronic loss of sleep. Currently, obsessive thoughts about suicide
-dorecur, hut the client states.he-would not act onthose thoughts
.and does not view himself as suicidal.
In his presentation of
self, Mr.. Van Handel gave no.evidence of complaints .or overconcern
with.hiS physical health or body .f~nc.tioning. Nor did.he display
-the symptomatic expression of ruminative thinking--repeated
thoughts at the abstract ideational level. .Such thinking is found
.~nthose sex offenders-who a~e either.pre-schizophrenic, in a State
¯ o~ denial, or simply trying to distract the interviewer-,.none ’of
which~applyto this client. There is some evidence of echola!ia,
-or perseverated thinking, in Mr.-Van Handel’s repetitive references
to his conviction that he is "a failure with nothing to llve f0r?
The client produced n0 ~thou~hts Or verbalizations.which suggested
delusions, hallucinations, or.paranoid ideas of reference in which
he.felt.he.was being victimized-int0 behaving in anti’soeial ways.
His description of h~s life history, theanti-soc~al acts"he
committed, and his current mood and thoughts reveal a man" of above
~verage intelligence. -He ~s oriented to .time, p!.ace,~persons and
circumstances in uniforml~ appropriate w~ys.. Mr. ~an Handel.makes
good eye contact and speaks~.softly in meas~red~ deliberate, tone.s,
both when speaking spontaneously ~nd when responding, to inquiries. ’
His-verbal and non-verbal communications about himself and his role
~ndicate. an awareness that he-is responsible".for .his past ~c0mpulsive actions. The client questioned whether.or not he was engaging
in selective perception and recal! when ¯describing interactions
with minors from 1987 until 1992, He disp~ayed, good remote, memory
..in recalling his early .childhood,. adult.life from 1965 to 1983, and
good immediate memory describingevents from 1992 to the present.~
Mr..Van Handel made.it clear that he wanted full disclosure of
- his ~acting-out history, as a step in controlling ~his pedophilic
¯ tendencies. He. said he fully recognized~that his full and candid
disclosures increased the risk.of additional or maximum~.sentenc£ng..
vers~s the possibility, of .parole and outpatientt~eatment. However, he ~eels full disclosures to the best of his :ability to
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recall has a therapeutic~ effect which outweighs the risk factor
;assoc~ated with the. actual sentencing.
Accordingly, he furnished the following personal history.. The
clien~ states he was born to an Ameriocan father Stationed in th~
military and a British colonial mother in Georgetown, Guyana, oh
April 2, 1947. .His parentshad met in Guyana during World War
when the territory was. known as British Guiana. The c0uple marrled
and moved to~ Wisconsin.where Mr. Van Handel’s mother .gave ~birth. to
his Older sister, Sandra. His. mother became depressed.to thepoint’
~he-family returned to what ~is now known as Guyana. His sister,
C.hristine, was ¯born there April 14, 1945, and two years later .he
arrived .on the. scene.
In~ 1949 the entire family returned. £o
Wls~ons~n ~and began a series of moves to various ;millta~y bases. ¯
By the ~time. he was seven years old, he had lived in Kimberly,
Wisconsin, Fort Wayne, Indiana, Buffalo,¯ New-York, and Atlanta,
Georgia~. Mr. Van Handel’s father was an Air Force officer working
ih various A~r Force finance o~fices.
.The family moved from Van Nuys .to [nglewood-~.then to Buena~
Pa~k. when. he was6 or 7 years .old (!953~54-)~ the client States,~
he-~ot in t@0uble .for~ .pulling down the pants of another-"boy. His
f.a~ily .l:i~ed c.omZortably since the father worked both-as a real
~s~ate .apprais~ and as a savings and ~oan officer. It !956 ~h~
family .settled. in Buena Park .where Mr. Van" Handel a~tended. S~.
¯ .Pious. V Catholic ~ElementarySohool from 5th through 8th grades..
~ig~ificant ~hil~Dod mem0ries-.dur-ing gra~e schoo!. Years, which
~rov~d to be anXiety .provoking~ centered around a~thority figu~es~
H~ reeail-S feeling co~.fused and. upset by having his genlta.ls
¯ eXamined by a physician.
" -. Inter-aCtions with his fathe~ were -difficult.
ffi~hteni~g~ Describing his father as ~having "a terrible temper
due to. h.is. alcoholism," the client recalls. ~esenting the rigid,
~au~horitarian parenting-the family was subjected to...He.said
.. fathe~ "ruined~’ the good times most families took for granted
Robert was forced, as a child, to pick weeds on Saturdays~ not
~llowed to watch. TV on ~shhool nights.
Father was described
"arrogant, selfice~tered, cheap, melancholy and concerned wit5
rel~ious show~"
Mr. Van Handel stated he was prone to bein~
...guarded around his father who would-not tolerate, any !ook of
dissat~sf~action.on the faces of any of his children. ¯There was to
be no disagreement With any of hisdecrees, no back-talk, andn0
spontameous dissent..His younger brother, Peter, was born in 1956.
The- .youngest sibling, David, was born in 1958, as the family
Continued its traditional and routine rituals of obedience .to
~a.ther. a~d.mandatory .church attendance.
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D.uring.his four¯ years at Pious V Elementary School, Robert
.states he was a B~ student who was fearfu~ of his parents.
He
.described his mother as critical and emotionally distant.
She
w0u-ld wring her hands when upset and say things li~e, "You !azy
..boy~" "I"mgolng to wring your ears," Or "I’m going to knock your
block off., When his .father.was upset, the sound of his r-aised
Voice. made Rober~ try to get out of. his way as q.u&ckly as possible
o~ to literally hide. When he was in the 8th grade, his father
-read him. a Catholic sex educa.tion book-.
This proved to be a
;traumatic expe.ri-ence for him, because his sisters witnes.sed this
..happening an~ laughed.at him during and after each ~orced. reading.
’.
".-.Upon .his graduation from P~ous V at age 14, the.family sent
¯ [him to St. Anthony."s Se.mi~ry in Santa Bar:bara to c0ntinu~ his
-.. .educ-at~on,
The client sta-ted that he wanted and.wel¢.omed the
..-. .~xpeT~ence of getting, away. from his .family. Hi~ father urged.hlm
-byshating,-"You rea!lyo~ght, to t~y it."’ Robert declared.he l~ked
~.he Seminary hi.gh, school experience but found, languages -and math
,. difficult. It.Was a very structured program. A lot of his-friends
.~n the h-~gh, s¢hoo~ ~eft.prema~urely .because. Of the rigidity, of the
a.cade~ic..-prDgram= - Heexperienced anxiety when f0.ur of his friends
~:
We’~e ~ex~elled for talking to girls. At age 15 hi:s anx.~ety.and
, : c~nfusi-on escalated when he-was molested 5y..an alcohollc-pr~est at
t~e sem~nary.. The allegedly-6ffendin~ priest was .u.nnamed but was
idgn~!fi~d .~is the ~ice-prineipai.-oft~e school.
Accord~n~ to Mr. ~Van Handel, the p.r~est entered his
pul~ed down.his pajamas, rubbed his chest until he. g0t an e~!ection,
¯ then..played with -Robert’s ge.n~tals forabout l0 mi.nu£es.. Robert
..states he was emba£rassed and ashamed but didn’t knowwho’to talk
tO aboht the trauma. The priest reportedly told him "i£he r~bbin~ "
~ exerc!se" was designed to make him perspire and thereby ~id hla of
h~s -~feve~." .. ~he client states bewas confused.by the"expe~ien~e
.".. = which d-id not a.ffect hi.s academic or social perf0=mance at the
~seminary~. Throughout his high school years 5e was perceived: and
..,~ ." ~.reated by peers.and faculty.as "boyishly naive,"
During these .years. (1961-1.965), his temperamental,- .alcoholic
father visited him.0nce .~ month, usually a~one, because his mother.
suffered from -car sickness.
While he wel¢omed the infrequent
vfs~..ts by both patents, he was apprehensive when his father .tame.
~~.one.
EVery summer the family rented a c~bin near Big. Bear+.
~ober~ Spent -the summers from 1961 to 19#.5 ~truggling with.
n~gMtti.me wet dreams and guilt stemming from the foreboding.
w-~zn!ngs, .-"~ry not to enjoy it" he readi.n a boo~ written by a
cen-ser~ative Catholic-...upon.his g.raduati.on from t~.h. soho
t~e.S~mi~a~y.-in 1965, he took a neighberhOod
~ .m:~e t~eaher~
it~:was memorable becau~e ~t
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last dater ending with a kissless "goodnight."
Tha£ fall he entered San Luis Rey College~ a Franciscan
seminary near 0cean~ide, California~ He, like Other ~seminar-ianso
whose .parents couldn’t subsidize them, was required to-pay his own
.t.uition. After hfs-father, was lald off, Robert began to work fu!ltime ~Uring the summer in order to PgY for his college tuition for
~his final two years. In his second year at .San Luis Rey, fe~!ow
.seminarians b~gan to confide in One another about the frequency ~f
their masturbation. Robert states he was "amazed" by. the ~evela~
tion.~and began to fantasize interchangeably about having sex with
boys.and: women. He realized in 1966 for the first time that the.
sexua!, a.~t.raction to children-was real after he saw a picture of a
young ~oy .swSmming..while in an inner tube. The lient. sta~es..he .
was a.roused..~nd startled by the expe:ri.ence Of be, ing aroused. When
he questioned a fellow sem£na.rian reg-ard&ng his classmates’ reaction to ~he sam~ picture and got. a neutra~ response, he felt
’uneasy at .hi.s Own reaction of.arousal.
"
From !9’66 ~hrough~i969, he developed and cultivated.an int@nse
inte~s~ ~n music... In ~etrospect, he realizes ~e wassubl"ima-ting
-his-:sex.~al- interest intO. t-he worl~ of" musiC. After g~adhat.lon in
1969 from-t~e-bo!!ege a~. San. L~is ~ey with a Bachelor o5 Arts in
.PhilosOphy, Mr. Van H.andel spen~, the.summer of 1-969 in Or.egon. In
-corva£is. he Worked. at the-Children’s Farm .Some as a child
wor-kel
~red a caseload Of ol-der teenagle~r~
With
¯ Whom he-shared a nonvs.ex~a!
ths. According to him, there
act~g~out.epi-sodes, on h~spart during~this period. From~there, he
was tr-a.nSfefred to the FranCiscan Novitiate fn Sacramento Where he
.wofked a~ St. Patrick’s Chiidren.’s Home as a chi.ld care wo~ker
du~in~ ~he- :peri6d of "August 15, 1969 ~o AUgUst 16, .1970.
NO
off,crises were pe’~pe.trated~ he.declares, in t~is. time period~
Zn spptember 1970 he enrolled in the..Franciscano SchoOl 0f
T~eology in. Berkeley, California ana pursued theo~ogica! studies.
there until October 1973.
During this time he star~ed a boys~
choir and found h~mseif attracted to the young boys. in .the .choir.
During October 1973 he was .sent.to Oxford University in England,
unive~zityo~ Frelburg .in Germany, and-.then .to c-ambridge Univers~.tM
£o contfnUe his gradDate, studies in theolo~y. Mr..van Hande~
stateshe was shocked and aroused by the open display of ~ctur?s
of n~de children and sex between children and adults in many
magazines fOrsale ~n European cities,
/

He r~turned from Europe-during the summer of ~974 and went ~o
.ghOe~x~,Ar~ona a~ t-he d~.irection of. his .Provin.c!ai.in"~o~rder
~s~r."an &~£ern.Ship as a -c:hur~h de~con,
Ro.bert-w0~e~d
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parochial school teaching Singing ~or six months. He states he was
attracted to a young boy at the school but did not act-out because
of the attraction. This child, approximately 9 years old, fit the
pro~ile of so many of Mr. Van Handel’s subsequent victims, he
¯ declared.
He Was slight, slender and appeared helpless.
When
encoura~ed to describe his own attitudes¯, behavior amd appearance
at a similar stage Of psychosexual development, Mr. Van Handel wept
~n~ stated he recalls feeling frightened and needing reassurance
but not knowing how t0 ask for it. There was a lack of comforting
to~hing fro~ parents.
in the spring of 1975, he completed his graduate¯ work. in
Theology in.Berkeley where he resumed working With the Boys’ C.hoir
which he Started. ~On May 17., 1975, he was ordained a-Franciscan
priest at st. Mary’~s Cathedral in san Francisco. His pla~-and goa!
was- to enter the .gradua~.e program.in Education-at U.C. Berkeley
.where~hehad applied and wa~s accepted for admission-. Robert. stated
he was bitterly disappointed and upset when the-Provincial:would
~0t. l~.bim attend, instead., he was Sent--over his p~t.est--to St.
An.%h0~y’s- sem~na~.y .in Santa Barbara. .His dislike .for.the. assigns.
.meat was immediate and pervasive, and he cited severa~ reasons for
his"rea=t.i0n to St~ -Anthony, s.
~. First, the sta£f had been depleted, with the departure ,of
tea,herS for ~finaneial and personal ~easons. ’-Mr. Van.Handel-~aS
gfventhe work Of .two formerinst=uctors, i, his first year as a
¯ te.~4.h.er~. Secondl~y, the ~cadem!c. climate, as well as. th~ social~
.mil~eu., had changed since he Was ia student at th~ school in the
Ca.fly 1960’s. The stresS.was severe, because thestudent body.had:
eha.nged frompred0minantly well-mannered Caucasian cbiidren w~lliDg
to pursue r~g.orous academic studies to a mixtu-re .of lower incom~
minorities Who refused £o study Latin and Greek, and. generallyI
¯ behaved, i.n anunrulymanner., according to. him. The curri~U!um had
changed from classical to modeDn, and-he was not really equipped to
prog~de flrst~class teaching in math and science.
Mr. Van Handel remained a teacher at~ st. Anthony’s.from !975
until 1985. He says that the combination of his at:traction to
children and.his frustration with work led him in i976 to succumb
to the temptation to photograph Children in the nude and to tickle
them. H~ stated this activity was self-reinforcing, because no one
resisted or compla.lned; £urther; he assumed their parents knew but
didn’t .care about what he. viewed, as harmless fun at the time.
~an Handel appeared eager to .stress that he was never naked, with’
a~y of the boys-, never masturbated in frbnt of them, and never had
oral. sex with ~n.y 0f them. At the Same time, he d~d acknOwi.ed~.~e
~h~t he did. d-e=r.~ve ~exual gratificat~on from th~se
took ~ia.ce ~,£om-~975 unti! i983.- He na
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the six young,ities~ during that
ei-~ht-year period.
These activities ceased, the client sta.tes, when he saw a 1983.
article in the L.A. Times documenting the arrest .of the director of
the California Boys’ Choir on charges of molestation. ¯ Mr. Van~Hande! Consulted Jerry White, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist, for
about six months in 1983 a~nd .in 19.87 to cope with his. suicidal
depress.ion over the realization that he Gould be-faci.ng simil.ar
th.a.rges one day.
He says he did not reveal to Dr, Whi.te the
-et~!ogy of his depress.-i.o.n, because he was aware .of re.’porting
¯ re~u.iremen~s. therapists are bound bY in all cases of child abuse.
After
his therapy with Dr. White, he began, to take
an-eight-year-old ~oir member, .under his win~ The
-he did so b~ca-u~ mother Was "~unreilabie. and
unpredictable.’
Robert tooki::~to h~s apartment on those
~~asio~s. from 19-84 ~hrough 19~’: his mother was unavailable or
d~-d n0t~shOW up after choir. ,She was a s-ingle, working mother.
According to Mr, Van"Handel~
requested- a backr~b
:ommodated f£~m igS~
before g0in~ to bed~ and this
~
through.1989. Over a thr~eqyear p
wasgigen he~p-with
~homework-~.a~d mea~s.
This was. culm~n
th nightly massages
Whach xncl~ded-.-~n.approprxate t0uch!ng.’’~ ..In describing, this aspe~t
.
of~hSs hiistory, Robert Stated:that h.e has "a-!0t of ~.er.~ble fears - "
.abo~t th~..poten:tial damage done.,"
He wept as he. desCrSbe.d the
pe.~s0nal,history he wrote for the District Attorney. His explicit
~exual history was outline~ in a ~ournal written s~pecifital!y for
his t~eraplst, Mary Simoni, at Pacific Treatment Center.inSanta
CRUZ-. He WaS at the. Center from A~gust 1993 until Marc~ 1994~wh~n
he was arrested and brought to Santa-BaEbara CoUnty~to face~hild.
sex ab~se .charges~ The. arrest interrupted a ~ainful but effective
¯ therapeutic program which can -document s~gnificant ~ains in.
c~ntrolling his.latent pedOphilia,:he states,
.
The Client -reviewed his prior in,patient and out-patient
tteatment a£ St. Luke’s Institute in Maryland.
He received in+
~ pa~}-ent care f~om.June 3, 1992. unt~l January 15,
1993, and
patient care from January 16, 1993 uhtil Jul~
~993 .at .St.
L~ke’s.
This resulted after the .family of
(nO
:r~lat~on to
w~ote to his Provencia.
.ng ~xual
imprOp~ieti6~~::~etween their son and Father, Van Handel..a~
~he priest’s initiative.
Mr. Van Handel states that when he
SWitched to. the out-patient program which features art therapy as
we~1..a.s ~nd.lvidu-a[ and group-therapy, he. got ~n touch, wi~h
¯ ~ng-eir ~.t h~s.f~er. In art ~he-rapy sess£ons, .he exper.£.en~dd"~aXs
.Of.~e~S~er~ he was d.r.awing, as he .viSualizea h~s fathef-~S"£a~e on
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the. completed drawings. In August 1993, his Provincial made him
retUrn.to California to enter the Pacific Treatment Program for sex
offenders in santa Cruz. This client states agency records will
substantiate that his sexual urges and interests were eradicated as
a result of intramuscular injections of Depo Provera used in
conjunction with traditional therapies, and that he no longer poses
a-tkreat to children.
The foll.~wing responses, to .questions posed provide, clues to
his current-state of mind.
.(!)" WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST. CONCERN OR FEAR AT THIS TIME?
The actual and potential damage I’ve done to the young men,
the Friars, and the ¯catholic Church. I’m..also afraid I won’t.
Overcome my feeling Of failure and that I,l! never be
.f~cfion. as- a priest.
I.S THERE ANYTHING ELSE BOTHERING YOU?
I feel that. I have nothing to live for--that everything will.
~be horrible from here~ on. in. I fe~l I’m-a big embarrassment
tO .£he Friars, the Church, and to my family.
I ~e~l a~
anguish, over the people I’ve ~armed. I,m bothered by the facg.
there’s n0th~ng I can :do or say tomake amends that would make
a d~fference~in their lives.
I don’t Unders-tand how the
F.~£~rS,. my family, and s0.many other people can be.so extraord~nafi.ly supportive of me.
(3)

WHAT~-DO YOU VISUALIZE AS THE WORST CASE SCENAR~.O FACING You?
Hav:i.ng the District. Attorney’s o~fice copy.and Circulatethe
-sexual h&story. I .produced for my theraplst, Mary Si.moni, at ..
the Pacific, Treatment center. It’s a confidential, medical.
document .for use :in therapy. The journa~ .oontains the names
.of three: Women. I"ve h~d sex With~-and their i~entities~need to
be Protected. I.’m 9Ust waitlng .for the NeW~.-Press to set, a
copy-of ~he .journal and iden£ify me as- just ano£her
society~s monsters, While naming those female"partners.who are
a.dults. -I couldn’t.handle that.
WHY SHOULD YOU BE TREATED DIFFERENTLY. FROM ANY OTHER SEX
OFFENDER?
I dgn’t expect to be treateddiffe£ently. I do know-that I am
different from okhers labelled pedophile, because I’ve-had sex
with adults of the ioppoSlte -sex.- I also know ¯that .th~
treatment was working~ The Depo Provera eliminated my drive
and interests~ I’md~pressed at having-lost the benefits of
~he gr~u.p: therapy~.pr~g~am at~ Santa~Cruz. TheCourt has all
:t~ose.. rehords~ but. I~m p~ep~red for ~h~ soC.~al ~ri~ 0f..:my
~ti0n~ana fully expect .a jail. sente.nce., regardlesS of the
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psychiatrist’s report or any recommendation made by you~.
WHAT GAINS DID YOU MAKE DURING INTENSIVE TREATMENT AT ST.
LUKE’S AND PACIFIC TREATMENT CENTER WHICHLE6D YOU TO BELIEVE
YOU COULD BE CONSIDERED FOR IMMEDIATE PAROLE AND RETURN TO
OUT=PATiENT TREATMENt?
The main things are the awareness of my anger, the ability to
express my feel~.ngs including anger., and ~the fact I’m not
aroused physically by an erotic stimulus--llke a picture or a
recordings-as !ong as I’m-on Depo Pr0vera. I was .putting the
p~eces together at the time of my arrest by learning not to
.lie in order to cover up my fears. I feel very badly that. I
lied to the staff a.t St. Lukes’s.
.WHAT IS THE BEST CASE SCENARIO YOU VISUALI~ZE IN THE SENTENCING
PROCESS?
A full year in j.a~l with lengthy probation and pa~ole, .a!~ng
-with a return t0 mandatory, intensive treatment. I’m :fearful
~f losing. contact wlth.my therapist, Mary. Simoni, at Pacific
¯ teatment Center if. sent to S~ate prisonJ~ i’d certainly
welco~ sessions with you if ~I’m sentenced to County.Jail. "
The contact does help.
(7.)

WHAT !S THE HARDEST PART OF BEING BEHIND BARS?
The painful zeaiization ~’m acon~ic~ted felon. I wake upn~mb
to my feelin~s~until-I start talking t~ you i,m in hideous
fighti~9
self-pity,
counter-productive.
paih
here~ andS.
expect because
it to getit’s
worse~
My energy ~S focused on
.acknowledging -real feelings of despair, but I .can’t let those
feelings push me into a State of total helplessness~ Whatever
happens,, happens., and I~ll have to learn tO deyel0p th~
Strength to deal. with it.
(Long SilenCe and tears.-)
..~The
a~ternative is suicide,
.
The most difficult part Of .iacBrceration .is the ~ecurrent,
intrusive feelings of ~emorBe and guilt ove~ the a~t~al
molestations. ~hen you’re not in thetherapy situation on a
d.ay~to-day basis, it’s hard to-diges.t those feelings.~, (Tears)
~..I recognize I’ve done.wrong and ~armed people ~n the paSt~
but there’s ~een.nothin~ Since 1989. I understandwhy.people
-ar~ angry~with me, andI accept their rightto,~e angry. What
~ don’t understand is why people a~e so unforgiving and

vindictive,
(9)

AssuMING .YOUR BEST CASE SCENARIO DOES MATERIALIZE,. WHAT.PLUS,
.~O..PES OB GOA~S DO YOU HOPE TO PURSUE AFTER ~NE.Y~ IN..~A~IL?
Air ~izr~. work in studyi~~. for the p~ri@s~oDd ~r~ed. sut t~.be
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Third Party Privacy Ri.ohts

in vain~ There is nothing that I aspire to. I would like to
.return to San, Juan Baptista Retreat House andfunction as-a
bookkeeper.
That.way I can resume my therapy at Pacific
Treatment Center in Santa Cruz.
Their program is more
~onfrontational than the program at Sh. Luke,s. One thing is
certain. With the insights I’ve gained and my .status as
convicted felon, I will not put myself in-a situation Where a
t~mptation to re-offend can-occur.
DO,.YOU FEEL YOU HAVE OTHER- ALTERNATIqES.IN THE EVENT YOU ARE
GRANTED IMMEDIATE PAROLE WITHOUT SERVING ADDITIONAL TIME IN
JAIL?
My other optioh is to stay with the F~anclscans and work at
the .Archive Library in the American Academy of Franciscan
H~.s~Qry in Berkeley, California.. But really, I~d like to hide
in the .retreat. at san juan .Baptist~, .(Silence. and.
Cl~ent b~San to tremble.)
,..I don’t think I can\~.make it
o~t-side of the Franciscan order.
..(Ii) WHAT~MAKES You BELIEVE
It dOeSn,t t~ke much ~or me .to think about su.!cide. The/idea"
seems so attractive to the.cowardly side of me. I, think the
thou~.h~s of sulci~e are,attractive because it gives me. ~he
~feeling of control. I don’t do well when. I’m not in. Con£rol;.
I.g~t. really depressed. In.jail you,re underthe-control of
people, doing the ~job they’re paidto do. They’re not paid.to
~ave,eDn~ern for or awareness of individual pgisonefs~
(12) .WHY SHOULD ANYONE GIVE CONSIDERATION TO A ~ECOMMENDATION ~FOR
~ .PAROLE, WITH NO ADDITIONAL .jAIL TIME?
"
~ "
-AS ! said., -[ haven’t~committe~, any ~ffenses slnc~ 1999
have" been, very committed to -the treatmen~ programs
Luke"s. and Santa Cruz. Wh~le I appreciate such~ a recommehda=
~ion-because I know I’m no.rlsk to children now, I ha~e no
realistic expectation that the judge would act os s~ch .a
.recommendation.. As much as I’m terrified o£ it, .I"m prepa.[ed .
for a State prison sentence.

WHY?
I have real enemies in Santa Barbara--the people I.’ve.moleSt~d
gave me hard, cold
I wou~Id expect the judge to make his decision based on.all
the statements made by everyone affected by my actions~ and
not jlus.t by. the many statements of support I’ve received~..
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AS you can see from the foregoing responsesi Mr. Van Han~el,
despite .his vulnerability and desperabion in the jail setting,
maintains hi.s st~n~e.-of accepting responsibility for his acts. ~e
has an exaggerated ~negative .self-image, .stating he ~cannot accept.
-compliments or positive statements about himself from.any source.
This client exhibit.s many of the distinctive, characteristics seen
in sex offenders. His self-rep0rts and personal history reveal a
Basic ~ inadequate personality.
He is easily discouraged and
.d.is, plays apropenslty for wanting to give up or .quit. because he
. feels h~ has. nokhing, to live for~ There is. evidence of selective
¯ p~.rcePtlOn in ~is descriptions of recenthistory, although, he g~veS
-his a~cusers the b~ne:f~t of the doubt and States they ’!must be
.right" because-they can remember things he cannot. His exaggerated
~ontrol ~eedsk when thwa.r-ted, reinforce his pre-existing feelings
of heiplessne’ss, and depression.
¯ Mr. Vgn Handel is nonzasserti-ve an~ exhib.its pervasive ’g~ilt
..~10ngWiUh his s~bjecti~e judgment that his life would.be Unmanage-i
.... " .abl.e outside o~ ~he .Franc~scan.orde.r. .He acknOwled~es, that :hi~
peer in£eract,ohs and interpersonalrelations wl.th adults outs!de
Df. the Franci.scan Orderhave been. poor. Fromic~ildhO~d, wh4re.he
lived in a re~ress.ive edvironment, this c!ient dispI~aced his
.suppressed ~motions-through fahtasy, a-nd, eventually, in%ppr0priate
Sexu~l ~a~tin~out. De~iant arousal .patternsand~ distorted sexua!
val~es.pr.0pel!ed him obsess~velyLcompulsively to engage~ in sexual
aCtiVi~ies w.ith minors~ undeI his control from 1975 through /~989.
T~ .f~urteen year .history: of .acting-out suggests cleverness in.
con~ealing ~is pedoph~lia while dealing with the c0mmunity"rela~.ing
to St...Antheny’s Seminary and theSanta Barbara BOy[S Choir. Thus,
Mr.. Van Hahdel’s capa.city for manipulative be~av!o~ s.hould not:he
und~re,s.timated.
Despite these well documented traits, he has abstained from.
sexual contacts.with children. during %he past five years~; Addi~
t~.nal!~, this client has. a ~eryhigh lev~el of motivatiOntoresume ’
his intensive andeffective therapy for the treatment of p~dophiiia
a% Pacific Treatment Center in santa cruz.
This suggests that~
Robert Van Handel is a b~tter .than average candidate for immediate
release and parole,-despite his anticipation of a lengthy.state
prison term.
~f he is released, I believe lat4nt pedoph~lic
tendencies can be controlled on an o~t-patient basis outlined in
the attached treatment protocol,
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DIAGNOSIS: Axis I
302.20
Personality Disorder

Pedophilia; Axis II 301.~60 Dependent
Yours trul.y,

Michael Ereml.a, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social~Worker
AASECT certified sex Therapist
iEn.closute
:CC: -RObef~ Sanger, Attorney-at-Law
233.East~Carrillo - Suite C
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
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UCENS£D MIARRIAGE
FAMILY AND CHILD
COUNSELOR #5777

LICENSED CLINICAL
SOCIAL WORKER
#3591

SUITE E
GOLETA PROFESSIC~’"t, 8LDG,
GOLETAo CALIFORI’
}117
TEL. (805) 9~7-8513

6228 CATHEDRAL OAKS RD,
GOLETA, CALIFORNIA 93117
TEL. J805) 967-8513

michael john eremia, m.s.w.

RECONDITIONING IN TREATMENT OF, PARAPHIL.IAS

[AD~ FROM THEWORK OF WlLLOaCt MASTERS, MD. AND VIRGINIA JOHNSON,
MD. AND .THE WORK OF SANDRA LIEBLUM, Ph.D. AND RAYMOND ROSEN, Ph.D.]
(1) OBTAIN FROM YOUR PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIAN OR UROLOGIST A
-ONE MONTH (30 DAYS) PRESCRIPTION OF CYPROTERONEACETATE,
AN ANTIANDROGENIC DRUG WHICH LOWERS CIRCULATING
TESTOSTERONE LEVELS. FOLLOW YOUR DOCTOR’S ORDERS ON
THE DAILY USE OF THIS PRESCRIPTION.
(2) O~ TH]~. :FIRST DAY OF THIS COURSE OF PRESCRIBED
..
MEDICATION, OBTAIN A TAPE RFX2ORDERAND SEVEN (7).
AUDIOCA~S~TAPE BLANKS. EACH DAY OF ~ WEEK,
DESCRIBE A NON-DEVIANT SEXUAL FANTASY SCENE OUT LOUD,
~ TALKING INTO A .TAPE RECORDER..AT THE SAME aaME You

:,..tW, AS~.~A-TE-TO ORGASM~

IMMEDIATELY AFaR ORGASM OCCURS, BEGIN:DESCRIBING
ALOUD INTO THE TAPE RECORDER ONE OF-YOUR FAVO..P,~TE "
~P .ARAP. :HH2IC FANTASIES (SADO-MASOCHISM, MOLF~TATION, ETC.)AND CONTINUE MAS~ATING. JUSTBEFORE F_JACULATING,
PICTURE THE POLICE BREAKINGDOWN YOUR DOOR TO ARREST
YOU AT GUNPOINT. BRING THIS TAPE TO YOUR NEXT THERAPY

SF~,. ZON.

(4)

REPEAT THIS,SEQUENCE - A NON-DEVIANT SE-XUAL FANTASY UNTIL
YOU CLIMAX FOLLOWED BY A DEVIANT FANTASY AND CONTINI~D
MASTLq~A.TION- EVERY DAYFOR 28 DAYS. IF THE URGETO

RESZIME DE~ BEHAVIOR RECURS, DISCUSS wrrH YOUR ¯

.THERAPIST AND RETURN TO YOUR.PHYSICIAN FOR A 30 DAY
PRESCRIPTION OF NALOXONE,. AN OPIOID .RECEPTOR ANTAGONIST
WHICH INHIBITS PLASMA OX3~OCIN LEVELS-DURING
¯
STIMUIATION OFSEXUAL AROUSAL.

USING NALOXONEUNDER THE, DiRECTION OF YOUR DOCTOR,,
REPEAT THE EXERCISES. OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPHS (2), (3), AND (4).

memberships:

AMERICAN ~IATION . AMERICAN OI(IHOPS’YCHIATRIC ¯ AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ¯
OF MARRIAGE AND
ASSOCIAIION, INCORPORATED
SEX educators, COUNSe~rs
FAMILY THERAF~STS
AND TH E RAPIS’TS
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First rotation, Feb. 16, 1970
Four affirmative votes, nO negatives

Opinions. of the Professed Community:
Bob seems very sincere, but about what? He impresses some as being in a

bU~le: every once in a while he opens it and’ says hello to the world.
He is very cons6ientious about his work with. the boys at St. Patrick’s
Home,, ahd this means a great deal %0 him.

Is his prayer’life developing?

.Heis 6pen ~ud .sensitive %0 the needs of the commu~ty; .he thinks in terms
of the communi.tX.- He is so taken up with #his.work thathe might want to
do this profession.ally;he ~sks himself ~hat the priesthood would add t0.this,
He ma~ well be.relatinghis present activity to what he~s striving to become;
we just don’t kmow.-

Bob .seems lost (to some); he doesn’t seem to be with us. Will he be happy
next year at Berkeley? Sometimes’he seems almosta stranger in the house.

1112 - 26r.h STREET
SACRAMENTO. CALIFORNIA

BROTKERROBERTVANHANDEL, OFM .
Discussion prior to first pr6fession, 1970
five affirmative votes4 no meEatives "
Bobhas made continued progress: he is frank and open, with a good
sense of humor. He is o~nseientious in his work and considerate of
others. He is very frank and genuine.
.He helped out at Ascension in Por~and for anumberof weeks .durin~ the
.summer.
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1970-1971 S~

_~Annual Repot% # I

ROBOT V~ H~L
¯ " Age: 23 (April 2, 1947)
vows: Promises Sept:.14,’ 1970
Bob is presently in his first year of theology and in the M.A. program.

.Bob seems to have a :godd. understanding of fraternity and what it meansin the. practical order. He is responsible in the work that has been assigned,
him .to .do, though sometimes falling down in expectations one might have of
him in the line of volunteering.
These is a kind of =abs~ntUmindedness= that shows itself occasiohally,
as well as a kind of lack of =organization~ and planning that will have-to
~e worked on. On the other hand, Bob does show initiative. He is intelligent,
and seems to be maturing.
His principal interest has been in the. area of working with children. One
of. his projects has .been to organize.and direct a boy~’ choir for the.Newmmn
Center. He remains faithful to this project, d~spite the normal difficulties
involved in ~~ work and.the b~ilt-in disappointments.
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1971-1972 Semi-~£.~al Reporb ~ I

VA~ HAN~EL, Robert
Age: 24 (April 2, 1947)

Promises: Sept. 1970
In these last five months, Bob .seems to have developed a-real
interest in his studies. He is in th~ M.A. program andtaking it quite
s eriously.
Bob is very prayerful. Alongwith serious participation in the
various community gatherings we have for prayer, Bob manages oon~.istentlY
to include private prayer and reflection as an important part of his da~.
His work with the Boys "Choir at the Newman Center, demanding as
it~ is, is well worked ~into his schedule and he shows good sense _in-making
¯ necessary choices.

At present, we feel that there are several areas where Bob is
not. clear in his own mihd as to where he stands ; .he needs some. room
and some time to think.
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Bates Numbers 655-656 were ordered removed by the trial court.

REDACTED
,THE OFFENSE:

.Source of Informatiqn:

Santa-Barbara Police Department

Arrest Report No. 94-04212.
On March i, 1994,

(the

5

victim), age eighHeen, presented himself, at the .Santa Barbara

6

PoliGe Department to report a 288 PC, CHIDD MOLEST, which

.?

occurred, between the. years of i~8’~ thr0~gh i989~ He reported
~hat the acts 0ccurr.edwhen he w~s ~ m.em~ of the Santa Barbara
Boys’ Choir at St.. Anthony’s Seminary located in the 2300 block

I0

of Garden S~e~t. The~victim inf0~rm~d.~ffi~ers that the.molest ~"
~
acts Started. occurring when hewas e~gh~ ~r.n~ne yeats of age and
ended.when he was .fo.urteen, spanning the Years ~983 through.!989..

.~. H~ re~orted-th~-the"s~p~c~.inthe.casew~s the ~hoir-director~
Robert qan Handel, .the de.fendant’i~ this matter.

16

The victim indichted~hewas a
membe~ of the Santa Barbara Boys’ Cholrw~ch was ~bmprised.of

3L7

approximately thirty ~oys. He ngted his father.had left the

3.8

family when he was approximately f~uryears of age and that he

19

viewed the defendant as a father figure and trusted ~im

2O

completely.. Thevi~timwent on to state tha~ at the time of most
of the molest .acts, the defendant lived on the St..Anthony’s
Seminary grounds. The¯victim also stated that he could not be
specificwith re~ard tO the dates and .times-6f the ~cts, but did.

~4

nQte that they occurr~ on a regular b~.sis; For the most part,

25

the molest incidents took place in the defendant’s apart~_ent at
the semin~y. In addition ~o this, there were.also

~7

that he and other choir membe~s.went onatvhich times molest
acts obcu~red~ as well.
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"

1

The victim went on-t0 inform

2

officers that he would stay in the defendant’s apartment, in a

5

dwelling known as "the Casa." He informed officers that he wo~id
always spend the night on Tuesdays and.~undays. In fact,he.

5

noted that there were times on Thursdays, and. once. in a¯while, on
Fridays and Saturdays, that he would also spend the" night in the

7

defendant’s apartment. The victim report@d .t~at on:Tuesdays, he
attended ~he Boy~" Choir pra~ice.in, the afternoon at
approximately 2i30 p.m. unhil 4:00 o~ 4:30 p.m. After that,, he

i0

had dinner at t~e seminary andthen~tt~ded the Men’s Choir
groU~ at approxi~.~tely 7:00 or 7:30 p.m’, which ended at

approximately 9f00 p.m. He then would s~ay in the defendant’s
apaitmen~.
¯ Officers noted that the victim’s
~5

mother was a chef, working many od~i ~h£fts,.and ha.rd~y ever.g0t
to see herso~i The victim informed officers that there wef~
times his m0~her was leaving for w6rk very early in the morning~

~8
129

and there were times she worked extremely late. ~onSequent!y,
the ~ictim spent an immense amount of time at. the ~eminary,
s~aying with the d~fendant.

2~
22

..-"
When specifically questioned

regard’,~ng the molest acts, the victim stited that when he did

¯ stay a~ the defendant’s, apartment, h& wore pajamas, and. just24

b~fore bedtimg, as hew as lying almost asleep.on a bed, the"
defendant¯w~uld come and start massaging his back or stomach
area, depending on whic~ way he (vict’.~.) was lying at the ¯time.
The defendant would, start missa.ging him on top of ¯his clothing
and then eventually would start massaging him underneath his
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pajamas.° The defendant then subsequently would start massaging
his genital area. The victim indicated he would simply try to go
to sleep and ignore what the defendant was doing.
The victim believed the defendant
had h~s c!othes on while he wasgiving the-massages, but-did not
know if the defendant tried to masturbate while gi~ing the
massages, _.TSe victim al~b noted there were no words ever spoken"
between them during the ~olestation~. The. m6lestations.a~r~ys
o~Curzed just before the vic~imwent to sleep.ah night or d-u~.~g
t~£p~ or when the victim hooka daytime..o~ afternoon nap..

\

Th~ victim told officers he w~uld
ge~ a~ eMe~tion when the defen~an£ wouid~ss~ge.his testicles
and’~.nis ~rea~ He s~reis~d that at ~0 time was the~e ~ny~rai
sex invol%ed, and at.no tim~ did he (Victim) reciProcate in
mastlLTb~ngthe, de~end~nt.. These-acts of massaging his genital

ar~a o~chi-red until the vic~.im.fell asleep.,, and this would be at- "
times a. ha~.f.h0ur in. duration.¯
Th~ vi~tim.~ent on to report that
although ~e could not specifically remember dates or times-,he
did rememb~ the defendant massaging his .penis and testicles
approximately three n~.’ghts a week duringthe ~imespan from
Sept.ember, 1986,.th~oug~ June,-1987. Inthesummer of 1987~ when
he w~nt to EMgl.and.with the.Boys’ Choir ~o~ approximately ihree
weeks¯ \the" Victim" could not recall any $c~s occurring while he.
was"the~e. He. noted, things began to slow down during, that time,
and ~e defender would ~nly mass~ge..his ~esticies indpeni~approximatelyone to two n~ghts.a .week. In. September of 1.987,
when%the victim was .twelve years 01d, he started the -~venth
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grade and recalled usually spending Sunday nights inthe
defendant’s apartment at "the. Casa." In the evening~ ~ust prior
to falling asleep, the defendaht would then massage his back,
stomach, thigh~, penis, ~nd testicles. ~The victim recalled
getting an erection when the defendant massaged his penis and
stated it was obvious to the defendant tha~ an erection had taken
place.

~’"
During the period of Octgber,.1987, "

through June, 1988, when .the victim was twel~e years oi4, the
defe~dan~ molested ~im approximately .~ne t~ £wo t~es a week._
the summer of ~988, the molestations tapered off to approximately
once a. month. When the victim waS thirteen year~ old, he was
seeing much of the defendant and would onl~ spend ~he night at
his residence ’approximately once per month. However~..each time
he did spend the riight, the defendant:wquld molest.him by rubbing
his penis and testi~les. In December ol 1989, When he-ivictim)"
~ras plaqed in a drug rehabilitation p~ogram, the incidents
stopped. The victim could not recal! any incidents occurring.
after December, 1989, nor did he. sp431d the night at the
defendant’s apartment after that.
The victim stated when ~he
molestations first stgrted, he did not know that whatthe
defendant was doing to him was wrong, He looked-up to the
defendant because he was a priest andalso a father figure for
him. The victim noted that when the acts occurred, the defendant
w~.u!.d not give him alcohol. There Was no. pornography s~own to
him during themolestations, ~nd he Was never threatened to keep
silent about the incidents.
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Additionally, the defendant n6ver took photographs of him-in the
nude~

During the timespan of th~ molestations,
the defendant rubbed his (victim’s) penis and testicles both with
his c!0the~ on, on top of his clothes, and uhder h£s clothes with
~ki.n~to-skin contact.
The victim stated.that he was
~0t.~.onaily. bothered.by the molestatisn{’an~ did-no, want to see
.the defendant, wh6was ~tili a priest, molest any Ot!ier.children.
H~ notedhe-had not had a~y contact~ith, t~e defe~dan~ Sinc~ he i
(the defendant) was given a going-awaypa.rty in 1991.
A war~an~ for thedefendant’s
azares~..was .Subsequently issh~d by. the Sa~.ta.Ba~rbara Municipal
court. The defendant was thereafter a.rrested..puriuant to th!.’.s
_warrant on March ¯22, 1994, iwhile residing at Zh~ S.t. ~ancis
Retrea~ Center in San Juan. Bautista, in san. B~nito county,.
Chliforn£a. The Defendant did. Dot submit a. statement to
.arresting officers¯ He Was then transported to Santa Birbara.
CountyJail where he was booked on a cha~e of 288(a) ~C, LEWd. OR
LASCIVIOUS ACTS INVOLVING CHILDREN.

Source of Information:
CII,¯ FBI, DMV~ and NCIC automated r~zords.
According to the above-mentioned
bureau files, the defendant has no prior record of arrests.

None
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DEFENDANt’ S STATEMENT:

The defendant was .interviewed in

person while in c~.’stody at the Santa Barbara County Jail .on
July 20, 1994, and via the closed-circuit CourtVisibn system oh4

July 22, 1994. The defendant submitted ~nformation regarding his

5

social backgr.ound and not. ed he has no prior record of a-r~ests.

6 .Upon king infoxm~d that a-copy of his sexual history profile he
7

had produced fDr a t.herapis.~ of his. at the Pacific-Treatment

8

Center had be~n o~tained a~d revie .wgd by t.~is officer;-the

9

defendaht ~eeame quite concerned in that. it c6ntained very
s~fi.sitive.and embarrassing inf.~r~a~on about"members of- ~he
community in Santa Barbara. HDwe~er, after being informed that
the document Was, in fact, go~ to. be made.part of "the Probation
R~P0~ in tha~ it had ~een-~ub~t~e~ a.s. p~.rt, of the Stateme~t
made by Detective McGrew o.f the. Sa~. ta Barbara Poli~e .Department,
the defendant agreed to discuss it..

16

With regard tQ th~ .time he was. at
.St..Anthony’s as a high s~hool student~ the defendant was. asked
about t.he moles.t~.tion (196~) note~ in hisautobiographY...- He
recalled fallin~ ill and re~rting to the i~firmary ~here he

20

allow.~ [o rest, A~ that time, a seminary priest (Father Martin
McKeon) came into the room, put a towel on his (the defendant’s)
chest, and then started to rub his stomach and chest area. T.he
defendant" stated he suDs~q’u~ntl~r obtained an ~rection when
McKeon rubbed a~ain~ his .(the defendant" s) penis. The defendant
remembered ~ein~ alarmed as to ..w~at was happening t6 ’him and a!so
re~alled 5ein~ very concerned %hat he would eja~late, in tSat h’e
felt it was a wrong, thing to do. The defendant was very confused
and embarrassed about t~e situation and decided to put it out of"
-7-
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his mind. The defendant added, "I have trouble d4aling with the
idlethat I, myself, was molested, but I don,t want to switch the

3

blame for what ~ did to him (Father McKeon)." Thedefendant

4

added that .being molestedby a father did not help or contribute.
to his confusion about ~exuality. He "noted that it was. not until

6

college that he was sexually stimulated by someone other -than
himself" The defendnnt admits that,.now at the agq of fortyse~en, the molestation still affe.~ts him.

..

Wh~n-.questio~ed-regirding.his ..
molesting yd~ng boys., th~ defendant :s~ed in hisautobiog~aph~
that his. first victi~was either, a seven2or e£gh~-yea~old boy

?:2. that was in a ~0ys’ choir the.defendant ~enduc~ed While attending
Graduate-TheoAo~ca~ Union College in. Berkeley,. Calif6rnia (197~)
or.his fiv~-year~old nephew while hew as visitilg his sister in
Oregbn. However; .~he de~endant admits that the. pe~s~n he fe~s

~7

he.molested the ~ors~ was a boy named
who was a member ~f
~e Santa Barbara Boys" Choir. -As noted ~h the defenda~t,s
autobib~raphy, h~ a.~knowledged doing some "kinky" thihgs to

~ wh6 was approximately nine years-of age atthe ti~e.. For
the Probation Report, the defendant stated h~ realized~s
the person he molested the most and that he was much. more
"obvious and blatant" with¯ what he did to this boy,s ~ompared to
his other victims~ The defendant felt he was ~eally our.of ..
control with~ andwould basically do whatever his
.imagination w~uld com~ up with. A~n~ted in ~he def~ant’s

He also would photograph him fn ragged clothe~ makfng him look
lik~ an impoverished.boy,, and else while in the tower at St.
-8-
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A~thony’s~ which has stark"concrete and steel-barred windows,
2

while he posed as a prigoner wi~h few clothe~ on. The defendant

3

also photographed

4

would photograph him in choir ~obes against a stained glass

5

window.

tied up with rope, yet at ~he same time,

.6

With regard to the molestations of

?

the victim ~.n the matter befq.:Fe the cou:k~ at this .time, the

8

d~fen~ant noted thah’none o~ the boys. in. th~ Santa Barbara Boys’
Choir Were stu~ilts at st. ~t.~ony"s~ but some of .the Boys" ~hoir.
members subseque~l~ ~~olled ~s student~. The defendant .eouYd
not reqa!l when he actually met t~e victim, ~t did remember him
being an "eight~year~old,. bright-eyed, spi~itua~boy with.a ni~e
V~iee... ~he defendan~ indicated ~ha~ ~i~e vic%im’s fathe=-~ was
hever present and that his mother was working two jobs. The

3.5

victim appeared to him as a very needy bo.y,whieh he admits ’made
him "particularly attractive." -He then.started taking care of

’(7

thevic~im, such as helping him with ~is homework, washing some
of hi~ CloThes, providing ~imwith food~°and lettinghim sta~
overnight in his-apartment...

The defendant indicated-he tried to

play the "father substitute- and basically belie~es that, at the
time of the.molestations, he felt there were no molestations
occurring. The def~ndanh e~ab0rated by no~ing he had" heard-of
another choir¯ diregtor being charged wit!{ child molestation,
which very. much.affected h’.im., and.also cgnV~Bced him not ~o touch
bgys i~ the~ray h~ had beeh.d~ing.. However, th~ defendant
acknowledged giving the victim back rubs as a way of comforting
him and hiso tried to be tender.. The defendant claims he
-9-
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sincerely tried to avoid touchingthe viotim’s genitals, and to
~ate, does not recall-actually doing¯ this’.. Yet, he believes the
victim is telling the truth and that the back ~bs were sexuall

4

stimulating to him (the defenda~.~t). Th~ defendant indicated’
that, after the.massages, he would leave thee victim, go to his.

6

room,.and masturbate to the memories of what he had justdone.
He added, "I could_@ot say I guarantee I did not touch, his

8

genitals."I’don’~.really see. it make~ a ~iffe~ence; .I still did
abuse him, but I fekt at the ~ime if I Were not.-touchin, g his

i0 genitals, I’wasn’t abusing him."
The defendant went on to state that
he never provided any of the boj~ he molested with a.lc0hol or
cigarettAs. The de£[endan[ noted tha~

Sub~equentiy

g~ew out-ogthe choir, and as he. sta~.rted to get older, stopped
3.5
~6

coming to visit’. After.the ~ic~imwas eh~-ered into a d_zugrehabilitation program, the defendant tried to visit him, but was
toldhe was not availabl~. ~utingthe time he was involved with
¯
he was not touching other boys. He-also Wished t~

3.9

note that there were a lot of boys he never molest~ and that he
never considered wh~t he w~s doing to all of his victims as
~arming. However,-the defendant wished to point that is howhe
felt at that time, but now acknowledges that what he did te them
was certainlywrong and h~s impacted £heir lives greatly.
The defendantdescribed his

25

involvement with wom~n as a way of "feelin.g or .being¯ norma!,, a
W~y .tO try to be s4xua.iiynormal;" H~.n~t~ ~h.a~ he really h~i
no. adolescence and was trying to discover things about himself
a~d that he could, in fact, ha~e a relationship with.a
-10-

1

The defendant pointed out that his involvement with women,’in
terms of re-offending, shows that he, at least, is interested

5

something other than boys.

4
5

In additioh to the above, the
defendant also wished to submit the fol!owing oral statement:
."Yourhonor:

.-

.7
8

"Du~ing the. two years since I was conf.rontedw~h’my
sexual abuse behavior, I hhve ~pefit twenty, one months
in’treatment programs. I was a resident patient of ~he
St.Luke" Institute .iq. Ma.ryla~d for thi~tee~ .m~nt~.s..
St- Luke’s is ~ p~y~hiatrid hospital f6r the’t~ea~ment
of addictive behavior. At thisgam~ t~e,
intensely i~volved with the. appropriate Twelve-S~e~
groups.
"
"Upon retqr~ing tO California,-Ib~ame a client of.
Pacific Tregtmen~ A~.£ocia~es in Sant~Cmuz ~s .pa;ff~ Of
their beh~vlora~ andg~o~ therapy for child sex
offenders:, iT~is p~iv~eo.faci~ity, i~ us.ed.bythe S’a~ti
Cruz County-.Pro~tiqn Departm4nt.for s6me of-their sex
o~fenders.¯ xn te~ years of operatiDn, no g~ad,~te of
this prog~amhis: ~er re-offended. I ~as. a~$ending.
Pacific Treatment Associate~ three tu four times a
week.°I"-also Was ~ member of several closeLknit
groups, I understand t~at my arrest w~snecessary, but
it came as..an ibterruption to these therapy programs.
~I would ask the Court. to’allow me~t0 return to rinserecovery ~rograms at th9 earliest p0ssi~le date..

2!

"In addition; to..those I have victimized and to ¯their
families, I wo~Id, like ito. acknowledge that you have
suffered, great pa~n and di’str~ss. I kn~w this will be"
difficult to understand,.butI never realized at the
anyone.
But,
~ am. responsible
. d.amage
time t~at
I w~s.causing
harm, for
and much
I never
meantand
to hurt
suffering. I am truly sorry for Ehe-pain and hurt I
havecaused.
"Thank you,~

~6

Victim’s.$ta.temen.t:

RE G’FED
On June 6, 1994,

interviewed while in ~he office of the San. ta Barbara County
Probation Department.

noted, he was never a student of
OFM VANH 1
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St. Anthony’s and did .not actually live on the ~eminarygrounds.

2

However, he spen~ a considerable amount of t’.Ime there ~fter his

3

mother signed him up to joi~ the Boys" Choir. He ~oted she was"

4

always working, and his father was no longer in the family. Due
to this, hethen started spending a considerable amount o~ time

6

with the defendant, who was the choir director.

7

on to ¯state that he would Usually stay in the defendant"s

Went

’apa.rt~en.t in a dwel!ing, known aS ~the Cada-,"- which is located on
’9"

.~eminarygro.~i~ds. He .~oin~ed out the defendant, would always be,

10 bu~y d0~n~.w0rk f6~ the seminary or t~e-cho~.whi~ h~ was in
11

apartment with him. .Because of this,

w~uld then

.usually play darts, or play With the rest of the boys of the
seminimy~ In ~et~ospect,
: b~lieves, th~t, .a-lthoUg~.he
spent a considerable.amount of time in the de.fan, abe’s apartmen£,
.the defender iw0~id not act~ally slpe~ very much .time ~i~h him
~hat he w~S always doing something in~ivin~ the Seminary or
Boys’ Choir.
With megard to the molestations,
indicated ~he def4ndant atfirst started giving h~

what he viewed.as a "regular" back rub so he could fall asleep.
easier. H6wever, the defendantthen started touching his
stomach, thighs, leg~, and.even%ua%ly w~.rked up to the point ~f
fendling his¯genitals. He n~te~.the defehdant would usually.~ot "
say an~hing .to him~and the defendant never undressed or exposed
himsslf.~ The d~fe~da~t never masturbated while he was doing .the
back-rubs.orfondl~ng.
indicated that the
de~endant would pretty much mDlest him every time he weht to his"

VANB
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apartment. He noted that the defendant kept a sleeping bag for
him, and that he would either sldep on the floor or in the

3
4.

5

sleeping bag and that th~ defendant w~uld always s’leep in his~wn
room apart from him. He pointed out that the defendant woul~
progidg him with f~od, clothing, ind even purchased a bike for
him. In addition to this, he wou~d take him out to eat at places

7
t3

suchas Taco Bell.

indicated he enjoyed this very .
..
m~ch in that he did not’have a father fig~r&.in h~s life, and the

9 defendant seemed to fit this role.
During the-molestations~
11

indicated that-he Would obtain an erection. Al~h0ugh he tried to

hide this from thedefendant, he n~t.ed that the de~endant would
¯ ha~ to be blind not ~os~e what was.going ~n. He ~o~ed ~hat ~he
molesiations happened so often that it was like "taking a shower
o~ putting o~.my, shoes." He stated that it actually got Zo the
16

point thatit seemed, like the "normal type of thing to do.""
did not ac.tual~y feel that anything wrong was g~ing on .in
that h~:completely trusted the defendant. He pointed out the

19

defendant would eMen give him communion during mass~S, at ~imes when they were camping, or during" ~mall gatherings,

el

--" ~tarted drinking
alcoholic beverages at the age of twelve. He the~ started
"smoking marijuana at the age of thirteen. By this time, the

" 24

defendant was only molesting him three to four .tithes per month,
Be noted he never .w@nt to visit" the. defend~t. while ~der the
infl~#nce of alcohol or drugs, and the def~ndan~ h~e~ actually
offeted him any alcohol other ~han a sip of his drink once in a
: was

while. Once his drug use became severe,
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eventually entered into a drug rehabili£ation center, which is

2 when he stopped having any contact with the defendant.
With regard to his d~ug use,
said,
"I didn’t think of it (molestations); it didn’t seem to
affect my. life at all. But, when things started
tapp~ning is when i started, slipping-. I g~.ess my drugs
would help me; I don’t know. I guess wh@n I popped
in.to my drug.s, and alcohol, it would make me think of it
(the molestations) as being s.Omethin.g else~ ".
Eventually, on oz abeut January
starred¯ se.eing ~ therapist. He noted that he ~

199-4,

fi~rst, started s~elng .the therapist two times per week and is now
attending once per week (since May of 1994). He f~eIs that he is
benefitting, much. from his therapy? ,l~ut. reel’s that he will most "
likely need a th.er~pist: fo~. the r.e°s~.t of. hi~. life. He noted tha-t
his entire. social li£e is non.-exiite~, ’hUt thah he i-s tr~ing to
find new friends.. He acknowledges t~at ~strust level has been
extremely low and that he has basicailydestroyed"a.ll ~rior

%

relation.ships. He noted thathis sexual~y his bee~ ~ard to deal
with and that drugs made it. see~ easier. However, .no~ that he.
has totally, abstained from a~l dr~g use, he finds this aspect of
his life very. difficult. Yet, he foresees bein~ involved in a
~elationship in the future, but that the deeper he involves
himielf in a r.e~ationship, the more he will need therapy.
................ : ......
~ i~.~k;;’
matter~ ~

With regard to a sentence in this

b~lle~es tha~ the defendant- should be

sentenced ~to the maximum time a l lowed.. - by law... He believes that a
maximum sentence will teach him a lesson and that if he get~. less
¯ time, it will=only appear to be like a slap on the hand. He

OFM VANH 1
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firmly believes that a maximum prison sentence will make it ~less
.possible for the defendant to re-offend.
In addition to the a~ove statement,
also.submitted a two-page typ.~writtenstatement which
has been read and considered by this offiher in its entirety. A
copy is attached for the Court’s review and consideration.

S~. HISTORY

.

SOurce o~ Info.rma.t~on~.. The defendant
Date Arrived in County:_ 1961 - 1965, 1975 1991
Ii State:.1953.

U.S.: 1948

II Father: Robert Joseph Van Handel, 7234 N. Seaward,-Port!and, OR
" 13" Mo~ez.: Joyce Van Hande~, 7234 N~ .S~a.ward, POrt~a.nd OR
14 Marital Statns: . ..(~) Single
( ) Separated~51

( ) Married
(.) Di~0zced

16 Present Sp~uselC0h~bitant:~ .None
17i "Children: Non~
’
Education:

The defen4ant ~raduated from St..Anthony~s
Semin~r~ in I~65, San Luis Rey College in 1969
(B~A. in Philosophy), Graduat~ TheolOgiqal Union
Colleg~ in 197~ (M.A, inTheology, and Master of
Divinity in 1975)/ and from UCSB in 199~ (M.A.

8

Reported Physical. lealth at Present~
( ) ExceliGnt
( ) Fair

(X) Good
( . ) POor

Additional ~nfo~mation:
pr~ss.ure. He ~s on medic~tfon ~or hlg~ blood p~es~ure, as
well as.alle~gieS. The.defendant also is being ~dmi.nistered
antidepressants. ..
"
//

0670

On May 18, !994, Mr.Michael John Eremia~
MSW, prepared an ll-page psychological report
on the. defendant. Th~ Court is r~spectfnlly
directed to said report, which, is appended Go
the Probation Report.

Ps¥choloqical:

Abuse. of Alcoholor Controlled Substance:

Alcohol Use
Frequency:. Minimal
Additional-lnformation:
As pa.rt of °the defendant’s th@£apyprior %o’beinq
~Tres~ed, he- enter~d0ihto an. agreement not to
dr~nk &nY type. Q~ al6eho!~c’.~everages fer a per~0d
t-@oyears. °Howeve~.,the defendant.wished, to
¯Of
~ote
thit he feels he has" ne~ef
had a probl~m~
wit~.
the. sgbstanc~..
.
~
,Dry, q Use

Frequenoy:

The..def~ndan~ denies e~er indulging
in"a~n.y~:type~f°il.~egal narcotics
drugs.
"

Dr~S of choice: Does not apply
Past Substance Abuse, Tr.e~tmen~ None
Mi" !itary Hi~tor~: No~e

.EmDlo~menh HistorT..
¯ Occupation/Job Skills: Catho~ic..priest
Present Employer: Franciscans
Date: 1975 to present
Additfonal PertineDt Znfofma~on:

//
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Since 1975, the de~enda~t.
has.been supported by the
.Catholic Church as a
Franciscan.

:REDACTED.
Ability. to Pay Fine,.Restitution and ~robation Fees:

5
6
7
8
9

Ii
13

Based on the above, it wonl~ seem appropriate to assess the
defendant minimum probation report andsupervision fees. With
regard to restitution, it is notable that the victim has been
undergoing therapy and is expected to continue therapy into the
foreseeable future. .However, it ~ppearb that all therapy costs
are being paid by the Catholic Church.
Other Relevant Information:
As notedin t~e de~endant’s statement, during the past two yegrs,
¯ he ~as-s~nt ~pp~oxima~ly 21 months in treatment progr.ams a~a
resident patien~.of-St. Luke’s-lnstitt%t9" in .Ma..ry!~nd and then ~t
the Pacff~c ~r’eatmen~ Associates in ~anta.~ruz, California, as
part of.’theirbe~a~ior~l an~ group~he~py f0z ~hild ~.ex ¯
offenders..
.:
..
¯ AS indicated earlier, Detective McG~ew submit~ed.a document the k
defendant prepared for a therapy session, which iS 27pages inlen~th& ~idgle-spaced, typewritten.. In tbis~ecum~nt, the
defendant m.enti6~s se~eralboys he moles~edthm-.ougheut his
-.l£feti~.e~ The following are excerpts:from this document, which is
attached in.its-entirety fer 5he Cou~t’s ~&Vi~w.

14
15

17
18
19

21

.24
25
2.6

"Whenfirst joined the Boys’ Choir he was young,
seven o=.eig~t year~ old, and very vulnerable because
his parents Were goin~ ~hrough a di@orce. He had ~light
brown~ or blond hair and blue’eyes. He also Sang quite
we[l~ Before lon~, he was singing.solos and coming, for
extra pr@q~ic~s. I. knew his {,other Well,. als~hls
~i~ters .and 9~.andmother. The family was comfortable
with me and. with the care and interest I took in
[ alone a~ a borrowed
6nce, I w~s with.
beach, cabfn. I. had decidedwe were going to d0a oneday lookat a.boy’s life in pictures. I had a photo
journal from-which I got ~he idea. .So, w~ did a
sequence, from ris’.Lnsto going to bed, complete with bath
and.a trip to the beach. I dbn’.t remember how Michael
reacted to allof ~his, bu% he wa~ c~o~e~ative. He
trusted me.. I’m s~re ~@r me the ex~cisewas sexually
st~mu~hting.. I. eventua!iy had the film~ev.e~op~..d in
Germany and-small prints made, which I would look at
from tfme.to time. Finally,I destroyed nebatives and
prints.. But the~e is more to the story..of
and
me. -W.e us.ed to wres~l~ I w~.~Id tipkl~ ~’.lmwh~le
speci9~ a%~n~ion it0 touching, his
-h@ came an[d. s .~e.nt a. menth with me ~ 0~e~, ~i~e-the.
sa~e type of aqtivity wns ~epea~ed.many
thlswas done und6r the cover of some ~legitimate’
touching,
never seemed to mind, and I wasn’t.
about to Stop on my own " He Sang sQme sol~- -’" ] mass
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fbllowing my ordination and I have been in touch with
his mother for years. When..my p~o.~incial requested
names~of those I had abused, I gave him
along
with a recent address. Today,
. is in therapy
trying to recover from mymolesting him."

4

"Abont this same time (during themolestation of
), or possibly before, I. molested ~
~ in Oregon. .I was staying atmy.sister’s home,
and. while she. was at w6rk, .I wou~d babysit~ and
I al~0 took some.~ud~ photographs of him when
hew as very sma~l,~as he.wa~d.ezedabou~.half-nak4d. I
also .posed some ~tps of him pret~ndi.:ng tob~.
~ his sist6r~ BuZ this Was .~6~ the.w~.~s~.’" Onenight
after Chris.tmas, I wa~ vls~ting..my slster; I £hink£t
might have b~.~n New.Year’~ ~ve; £ertainlywe ha~be~n
drinking, al.though i wis no~ dru~. Thechildren were
still .awakeand we.were, watching te£evisio~ when I
realized..my ~st~r had go~~O bed i~ her ro~m, which
whs at.a~dista~e-f~m, the.-~hil.dr, en, s r~m$- At any
rate’, I told-my:nieGe, tq.go.to ..bed, and I tOekmy, nephew
to his:room, helped him wi~h:h~pa.j=am.as., a~@ pu~ .him
bed. I was rubbinghis ~a~-ind ~heihhis ch@st, while
touch~ng his penis.. It became erect, but ~ was sure he
h~s. pen~.s in. my mouth for~haps fzveseco~ds=. remember thinkln~ it was:simi!artO s~c~n9 myt~umb. A
lizzie Shaken by.thi’s impuls~ ac£, .~ went .tq~ed. The
next m~rning, my~and ~ were watching cartoons.
H~ asked me what I was. doing t0 him last ~i~ht.. A wave"
Of parii-’~ came~ver-m~ as I~realized he had no£ been
as!~ep ahd. knew exactly what h~d happenid.. I.to!d~him I
was just playing a game, and not to worry about it, it
was. nqthing. For the next’several years, I wa~.worried
he would bring ~t up some .night at ~he dinner table. I
-don’t know if ~ ever t~id my sister about that night..
No one has ever spoken to me abofft it."

27
28

wasa very att.r~ctive little.boy, perhaps nine
y.ears old when he first, jgined choir. He was ver~ well
tanned,- and now that. I think- back on it," he was probably
the most beautiful child that I m~lested. ’}{e also had
rather effeminate mannerisms, although I di..d, not find
t~ese part!cula=ly at~ra.ctive. His mother was divorced~
and h~ had th~.e~, Older .Sisters., sO his ~ "~s.. v~ ."
aPpy. at th~ .a~tenlt!o.n- I wa~ g%v...~..-him....
~d.~,ii~ t~
¯ come over som.e..d.~ .afte£-.seh~o-%, a~d~often c.am~ o~er o.n
weekends. He was only an average singer,~ so we did not
do a lot of music together. I think we talked a lot, as
he .wa£fairly Sophisticated. I used. to play dart~ with
him, which would end with t-he tickling I described

’.
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above. I don’t remember ever actually touching his
penis, but the game was .still sexually exciting. He
seemed to enjoy himself,, alse.. Somehow, I .coemced him
into posing for nude photographs. We would g6 into the
music room, which locked from the inside in.away that
no.one could get in. Using a black, stage curtain as
background, I took various shots o4 him, either dressed
or undressed. The poses were !ormal. and not in
themselves erotic, but photographing a naked ~oy was
stimulating for me. I developed the photos myself in
~he school lab, with varying degrees of success.
remember one picture.in particular. In. it,
"was
naked and standing sideways to the camema w~th his bends
claspe~behind.his back. He was partially erect, and
the contrast of him against ~he. blaak baa~rmund was
soft with an e!usi~e qualitieS It wasa very good
pi~ttLre that I could show to no one. I~was-very hard
for me to d~trdy t~is:photo, and ltried to.discover.a
way.thi£.I could ~eep the. negative, b~tI w~s afraid of
getting caught with i£~ so after some ti~e~ I bur~ed
both.. As
grew older, he lost interest in the
choir, and I.saw him less and less. ! am quite sure he
is one of those who ~esp.onded to the call to repd~t me~
.becau~e my provincial .knew abbut .t~.~se ;photbs eve~
though I never .told him that I ~hOto~raphe~
"I
don’t
know
if
he
has
accepted
the
offero~
coun..se~in9
which has been extended to allimY-dd- victims. I hope. he is
~"

recovebin~ from ~he damage I

18

22

2~
24
26
26

’

first came to choir when he was too youn.g to
¯join, but
his two brothers were in.choix, and his mother
¯ usually helped in practices ~ith pas~ing out%misic or
bringih~ cookies. I abused both of hi~ brothers with
tickling games where I rubbed againsk their pe.ni~es, and
-I did"~ake a few nude photos of
but. I was
really out of ~on~rel with
I t0~k nude photos of
him whenhe wa~ quite young, perhaps.~even yea~.~ old~.
Some of-these I gave to his mothe~.B$ I thought they
were quite artistic..Over’perhaps "a four-year period,
took dozens of photos of
some nude,.many clothed,
but I never again gave nude piutur.es to his mother.
was a very fai~ boy, with blond hallo Sometimes
he was not anxious to come toSt. An~heny’~ to see m~,
butwith some pushing or promise 6f i~e cream, he Qould
usually agree. Once t~.ere, he never bal~ed at the photo
sessions. I would get him to undress gradually, by
taking a picture of hi~firsh.fully el~hed, then. "
wgsnu~e..Sometimes w4 would
6utside~ i~.the, foothills of Sinta Barbara, b~t more
often somewhere around the semihary. There were many
pri~ate’spots available. We would do other activities
together, like go rowing.in santaBar~ara harbor, or go
=19-
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REDACTED
1
.2
5
4
5

¯ "II

16
17
18
i9

21
22

for a Bike, but my main interest was in "s.eeing
nude or in tickling, touching, or rubbing him>~ One game
I would play with him, which allowed me to touch him, as
well, as to see how long he could lie quietly acting as
though he were asleep. Sometimes we would, do this with
a ’Walkman’. radio over his ears. :I w~uld already have
made sure he was dressed in loose-fitt~.’ng shorts with no
un’de~wear.. With him lying, across my lap on a couch,
Would pretend .I was play~ng the piano on him, all. up .and
down his body, or I would just lightly tickle him all~
over, including his genitals. This .same could go on for
twenty minutes or l0nger. Once, I rubbed.his penis so.
intensely .that he actua-lly ~eached a form of orgasm, as
his peni~ jerked byitself. This excited me a gre’a.t
.4ea!,. and I remember, being very sexu.ally excited by
.this..
"w~s. still preten4ing to be asleep." I never
again tried .to ~r.lng..h.im t~ org.a.sm,, b~.~ the memory g.ave.
me. many .re-.zOln .e~pe=i~.n~.e.s.-while ma~tur-ba~ing by myself’.
Onc~ I rfibbed
I also.did ~ome : kin .ky’-things to.
his whole’ body wi.~h-oi-I SO.-that the pho.~.o lights made
h~im look shiny. This.was also, o~ 9ourse, a~ excuse to
rub his.penis~ I took s.0me photo~ of him as. th.o~gh he
were. ~n im~.ve~is~d Kppa!.achianl boy i.n the deof@.Ssion.,
he. wo~e araggi.d, te~ shift. Once, or perh.aps more than
¯ concrete
.that,..I"
~ook
him 9~. intb our tower .a~d
whichhew~s
stark
with
steel~barred.w.indows.,
pOSed
.as" a
p~isoner wi~h few ~.~o~hes. on..-.I -took. so.me p.hO~tos of him
tied. up-with a. big~ f~pe. !t was as ~hOugh I felt
could do a~. ythlng ~.o .him that-I w&n~ed.. !n ma~ked
contrast ~. I a..Iso.phbtog~aphed ~i~; in- .ch.0.i~-.. robes against
st~-ned, gla’ss w~ndows. When
Was about .eI~ve.n, one
day .I was playing .the dart game with-h.im. ~. tol.d him he
had to Wear this.e, special shorts wi~h
said he did not want to. I insis.~.ed. He stal-h?~d to
¯ cry, and that snapped" something ~n my.head~ For .~he
first time, ~ was s~eing sign~ that he r~¯allydid not
like-this. Ju.~t abo~t then, his fat~r dro~e u~ .on
motorcycle, and ! t~id him he could get dressed and go
ho~.e. " Tha~ marked the end of my mole~ta.tions of
He ram~ined in ehoi.r~ ~nd afterwurds¯ followed his
bro.thers to b~coming a boarding student at St.
Anthony’s, but I did not appro.achhim a~.ain.
!,

"There were se~e~al other boys with whom I played ¯these
s.exual games, like daEts with sexual tickling, or
massage ".x~.cludin~ .either directly .rubbing theiz pen.is or

a ’ru~own~" which .included some touching of
his penis....He did not real-ly want me to do thi~, but I
kept asking- (beggin.~) until he consented. Sometimes, I
would .take some boyS on-a special outing, or on vacation

REDACTED
with me. Usually, I took four boys, but perhaps only
two. These would include back rubs (read sexual
touching) with some .of the .boys. .I gave the same type
of treatment, that is, ’back rubs,’ which inc!uded some
¯ rubbing of the genitals to a few boys who wer~ students
at St. Anthony’s. I clearly remember this with two
boys, both of whom had been in the-Boys’ Choir-. At
least .one more young m~n has accused me of molesting him
in this way, but I don’t remember doing-this, although I
don’t think he is lying, and clearly I am-capable of
doing it.. I d6n’t think I continued, this activity in
. the dormitorie~ for a long time. The official report on
this behavior¯ calls it ’.assaults in..thedormitory.""

"~[ arranged-f~r.one of the.choir boys from S~n~a Barba£a
to spend the month of :December with ¯me while attending"
school in Engl~nd. No one ~ver said that"’they thought
this an odd th’.!ng to do, bht in hindsight, Sister Monica
said she was surprised by my re.quest. I knew I. would
enjoy my .s%a~f much more if I-had 0~e of- the ~oyS to
share, the experi4nce .with.
came -over, and
we did have ,’a. great ti~-. I .like ~-6 have a. child to
take care of, and
got along Well with the
English boys and with the convent s.isters. He became
t~e .da=ling_ of the older g~rls, who ..often invited him to
their.’ c.o~mon ~om for hot cacoi in .t~e evening. I did
no~ .molest
that i~, I never" to~c.hed his
¯ genitals. ’ B~t, "I did give .him ’ back- rubs ¯ (body ~ubs )
and prepared his bath, etc. There is somethin~ aboht me
that .is happier when accompanied by a small boy. i
think it is ~.r0bably a c.0mbination .of sexual feelings,.
emoti0.nal .at.tae~ment, and"permlssion ~o Stay.on a
child’s !eva.l:. "Perhaps, besides the sexual element, the
child in me want~ a playmate."

"Also during .these years, I ~ractically.raised & "boy
named
He was without a father, and his mother
worked two 9obs. He wa.s a briqh~ boy with a sweet.
singing voice who needed help.’ I ~ut together a ~und ~o
pay for a better ~chool for. him, af~d often helped him
with his homework, took him to h~s therapist, etc. He
had hi~ own room in. my apartmeht and. often stayed the
night. Many times I gave him back-rubs and body rubs,
but I avoided his genital area. I was de~e.rmined not to
m~lest h~m. Now, I~ ~ealize that I put myself in .som.e
.’v~.-~Cy ~nger~S circumstan. 4.e~,. bu~- I. h. egex touched "hi’s
geni%als....After I went on’ sabba~idal,-5a spent less
time with me, .but we remained’.friends (almost a fatherson relat_io.~ship actually.) nntil he grew out of choir.

//
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~OLLATERAL INFORMATION:

Contect was made with Deputy

District Attorney Ron Zonen. He noted that by the defendant’s own
admission, he has been molesting children fo~ years,’and his
actions are a very serious’breach of tru’st. He also noted that
5

the offense involved planning and sophistication; he abused his

6

position of ~rust; and his victim wa~ pj. rticularly vulnerable.
Additionally, Mr. zonen pointed out that the defendant, has

8 m,ltiple victims to his n.ame.. DeSpite th~ fa~t..th~t t~.e def.e..nd~n~
acknowl.edges, cu~pa.~ilit.y and h~s n~ p~ior record, Mr. Zonen
belie;yes .th~ it wo.uld be unconscionable, t..o. sen’t~hce the ’defendant
for anything less than eight years... He beiie~es that this..matter
is the worth br~ch of tmust and confi~ence in "hh.at: lit involves a
pries£ and a penitent. He 5~lieves ~he defenda~ should be
sentencedt9 state prison, for the max.imam, time,
hap~Ds~ he will:be out infour yearsr which Mr~ Zone, equates to
approximately four to six months for ea~hchiid he moiested~
6ontact-was made wi~h defense"
a~torney R~bert Sange~. ~e said~.

2O
21

22
25
2~
~5

"We’re asking the Cour~- to grant probation. We expect
tha~might involve substnnti.al time in county jail. The
reason for this (p~ob&tion.) is th~t’thlS manhas made
signifi4ant progress towards ~otonly t~king full
res.~onsibility, but towards reha~ilit~tlon.
see people talking about reforming, but here we have.a
~erson who is not in denial, has been. i~.the~a~y, and
r~eived a.favorable ~eport.f~om’ D~. StUlb~r~. It
be reas0nab~e ~o grant probation."
In addition to ~e above, Mr. Sanger
provide~ this officer with a ¢op~ of’a "defendant’s sentencing
statem~..nt" he flil~4 w~.th the ~ourt.

27

On May 2~,’~99~, Detective McGrew
wasinterviewed while in the offices Of the SantaBarbara County
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PrObation Department.- In addition to pzoviding b~.ckground
information on the defendant, as well as details of the offense,
Detective McGrew indicated bewould be s~mittingA ~ritten
statement for this report. Said statem’~nt was subsequently
5

received, along with several doc~men£s that were recovered ~h~n a

8

Search warrant was-execut.ed at the dhfendant’s residence, which

7.

includes a diary prepared by the defendant (Janua.ry, 1993, to

8

March,-1994),and an autobiography of the defendant’s sexual life.

9

Detective McGrew aiso ~upplied this office~’with a c6py of the
Independent.Board’6~:Inquiryr@port ~egarding St. Anthony’s

Seminary, dated November, 1993" All these documents have been
read a~d censide~edin their enti.r~ty and are attached for the.
3.5

cour~,s rev2ew ~nd ~onsiderat~ono

On’Jflne ,251 1994, Dr. Michael
3.5

stuiberg conducted a psychiatric evalnatio~ Of ~h~ def~n@ant

3.6

relative to the question of the advisability of a grant
probation in this case pursuant to Penal Code Section 288.1. This

REDACTED
"I am Writing this letter as psychotherapist to "
and
and
: victims
¯ and-parents o± victims of Robert Van Handel’s sexual
predation. All have signed releases, allowing.me to
disclose confidential information.
started seeing metwice a week in December
1993. He was in the process of. giving up drugs.and
alcohol after six years of addiction (since age 12)- He
revealed that he realized he.h~d been abused by Robert
when he b~gan to ~top drinkingand using. He had lived
on.the streets, spent time in juvenile dete~tion and
rehabilitation. H4 Was shaken, no~t~ustin~ ~nd
~errified. As therapy progressed and more..fe~lings
~fixfic~d-{combined w~th s.~ress o~ he~:ring~, et~.},
ha:s .h~d.di~ficulty staying ~lean~ and. ~6ber. So far, the
use has’been-faizly intermittent. He comp!et.ed a
semester at SBCC t~~.m~k~ u~fo! highschool, he never
flnished~ He-w~S emotionally, unable t~ continue 9his
s.umm~r and dr0ppedout,
is on a~oller coaster of.
fe~iings .and, ~onfusio~s res~it~ in ~hedrug.use,

tG-jud~e peopZe.. Thlsmakes ~impoz%ntinl .l~!eytbany
male authority ~ggr. ewhich Ibelie.~.~s. a direcD.resu!t
of his ab~se. H~sr~ge.iS turned i~wa~d and.ge.ts ~ed
out in dangerous activities. We..Co~tinue to..ad.d~ess
~-t~ese issues in. therapy..~s well as .~h.~e ot!ier, ordinary
an~..expec~e~ symptDms of ~.st~tfa~m~.tic st~es~disorder.

18.:

"The full scope .of d .amage to
is y~t to be
revealed. Although .very bright .and l~.ing, .he" has not
been ab.~e to finish high ~chool, ho’l’d down a. job, stay
s~raight and sober" 6r. maintain e~e~ .mar-g~i.l"ly-. ~e~l’thy
¯ friendships o He has a 10n~ painful s~ruggle .ahe.~d of

him.

2O
.21.

a~iv.ed enraged for his therapy session
one .day. having .j~st. seen Van Handel on ~V’apologizing to
h.is victim
) . He sc£eamed, ’ What about
apologizing tOo.me?’ I
".s abuse did not’fall within
the criminal Statute. ) Van Han~el ~ok. c6 .unt~ess. nude
photos ofas well as act.ing. ~ut" ~-h~ ~su~l
agonized that he
"father" Robert se~ua-i abns.e,
may have traded or sold them.
He continues to have
nightm~.res about Van Handel.
"In his-f~:rst se’S~O~’wi~h me.,

27

w.hO iS. gay~

¯ (~he abuse) hid not happened, ~rh~@’~ he.~u~d have a
wife and family.now. He quickly recovered ~Is "composure
and strongly stated his beliefs in the genetics of
homosexuality.
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REDACTED
have suffered greatly as parents of
a victim,
has helped resolve some Of his pain
through a.remarkable and successful s~ries of poli~iqal
actions,
has not. She describes this whole thing
as a nuclear.expl0sion with neverqending fallou£ from
which she cannot escape.

i
2

as Catholics, have suffered a
spiritu~l a~use that is unimaginable. Thi.s man of God;
who was rector, director, and priest betrayed their "
faith at the deepest level. They have turned away f~om.
the Church in. different degrees. Healing.the spirit is
the mission of the church. Where can they go?
~P~zhaps the greatest and longest-lastin~ hu~t of ~I~ is
th~ p@of6~ndconfusion resulting fro~.the s~If~o6bt and
self-mistrust~ Van ~a-ndel was ~eloved of all. He was
kind,.~.rm, understanding, ~ha.mmin~ . . . PlUS.all ~he
expected pastor~l, attributes.
still profess their love for himl He was Zrequently in
th9
; home. Both .
weep. at the
m~mory of h~s. refus~l ~o speak t~ t~em, which was hZs
way of rejecting them when th~ywe~e thirteen or
f~rte@n..., tQo.old. ~’h~pe~Dphile tastes.
-’If Van Handel started-hisaSuse..¢are~ at igeof
-twenty, centinuing.un~i~ foi~y-five, acting ~ut on only
..te~boys ~r y6ar, h4 qould.~isilyb~v~ ah~sed 150 b~ys..
This ve~z .sick man needs to be. safelylocke~ away for so..
lo~g as-the law allows.
sinqerely,
Annette Goodheart, Ph.D."
Thirteen character reference letters
were submitted on the d~fendant’s behalf. All have been read and
considered in th@iz entirety and are athache~, for the Court’s
consideration.
E~ghtebn letters w6re received from..
members of the ~ommunitywis~ing to voice tSeir opinions in regard
to this ma~ter. All havebeen ~ead and considered in t~eir
entimety and are ~ttached for .t~e Court’s consideration.

//
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1

SENTENCING CONSIDERATIONS:

2

Offense:
288(a) PC, LEWD ACTS UPON A CHILD UNDER AGE 14
Base Term: 3 - 6 - 8 yeaxs

4
5

Circumstances in Aqqravation (Judicial.Rule 421}:

?

I. .The crime involved great ca~lgusness in that the
defendant consciously knew, from. past negative reactions he
had fromp~ior victims, that what h~was.doingwas wrong,
yet cQnt~nued with the¯molestations.=.

.9.
lO

12

2. The victim.~s..pax~.icularly’vulne~a~i~in that the
defendant knew h~ was:from a broken.homey with little or no
Su~ir~ision~ from hi~¯mo~her, and’!acking ~n materia! thihg~,
3. .~he.mar~ner in which the.crime was Carried¯out ~ndicates~
p.lanning.inthat~ th~ defendant, through his numerous
~m~le@~io~s’o~ oth~...childre~, f~iloweda similar modus
-operandi i~the ~01~s~tion bf the ~ctim.int~e ins~an~
matter.
"
"

13
4.
The.defendant took advantage of a.p~sit~on of.t~ust or
onfidence¯t6 d.ommtttheoof~.-~n~e’b~.u~i~.~i s ~sition.of
not onl-y:DiZector of ~he’Santa B~.r~ar.a..Boys’. Choir; but as
priest and Recto~ Of St...Anthony’s Sem~n~a.zy., in order to
Convince.the victim’s mother to allow the victim to stay
with him o~rnight, thus facilitatin~ the molestations.
(J~d~cial Rule 408(a)) ~

3_9

5. The defendantmolested the victim onn~merous
¯ QCcasions, over. a period of years,th~s leading to
~i.g~ificant emotional and psychoXogical trauma.
-Cirqumstances in Mitiqation [Judicia! Rule 423]:

21

i. The defendant has no prior record.

.~2
2~

-cond~~at o~kld..be. viewed as.significantly reducing’his ¯
abili~y f6r the cr£me (p~ophilia).
. " "

~

3. The defendant voluntarily.acknowledge@ wrohgdoing at an
early stage o£ the criminal process.

(Judicial Ru!e 408(a))
4. The defendant voluntarily enrolled and participated in
extensive residential psychiatric treatment.
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Althbugh factors in aggravation do

i

2

not greatly outnumber those in mitigation, it is believed the
aggravating factors deal directly with the type ofperpetual

4

crime committed against the victim and ~he Social and moral

5

conscienGe of the commdnity. The selected, mitigating factors

6

either basically reflect the d~fendant’s behavior prior ~o or

7 ’after the molestations. T~erefore, it is believed the upper-term.
8 would be mOSd appropriate;
9

SeleCted Term:

8 years

lO
Ii

Before the Court stands a defendant.
who has submitted a plea ~-o the charq.e, of COMMITTING LEWD ACTS
U~ON A C!q:ILD who, when first molest-ed, was but ~in

14 .The defendant cohtinuously molested, the .victim for approximately
three ye.ars ahd only stopped, after the victim was-committed to a
16

drug. rehabilitation program.
In an attempt to at least begin

18

understanding how a person couid involve himself in such an

19

incredibly adulterated !ife of child sexual moles’tations, one may-

2O

take into consideration, that the defe.ndhn.t, himself,, was a victim

21

of same. As ~oted earli.er, in 1962, when the defendan£’was a
student at St. Anthony.’s, and during a time he was sick in bed,
priest, molested.him "]~y ~ubbing his. stomach, chest, and penis-.. It

24

appears this even~ in the defendant’s young life h~d a
significant impact onhim and, t.o this very day, still affects
hi.m. It is.no~ known i~ this molestation, combin~ With the.
defendant" s rather emotionally depr_ived Childhood, channelled him

28 t~ward t~e deviant sexual acts he committed on the victim;
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however., the similarities are remarkable.

It is of important signi~iqance to
note the defendant started molesting young ¯boys as’eirly as 1972.
4

In fact, his first victim may have been’~hen-he.orally copulated
his five-year-old nephew. Since 1975, it woul~ seem.~afe to

6

speculate that not a year, or for that matter a month, went by.
that the. defendan~ did not involvehimself in. some foam of sexual
gratific~io~ by mg~es}ing’~emberS ~f ~he.Sant~’Barbar~ Boys’ .
Choir. AS the defendant notid in[his sepal a~obiography,
."Early i~ the" cho~r¯’s history, i began~ involving"
parents in planning, fund~raising, etc., bht .it was
clearly, my.choir, and the fulfillment of onemyfondest
dreams. NOw I understand that it was also a c6nstant
supply: of attractive little boys..,

desecrated his position¯ of t~n~st .as not only .the.ch0~r d.irebtor~
but as a Priest and. Rector of St. Ant~gny’s Sem~na.ry "~ ~rder. to
16

f.ulfill his p~edato~ desires. As noted in the-numerous let.ters
submitted-by concern&d members of the community, the defendant

18

was very much loved and respecte~ by. all. Yet, as pointed out by

19

his therapist, the defendant’s fourtee~-ye.ar~isto~yof ~ild

~o

moles£ation "suqqest~ ~leverness in concealing his pedophilia

22

while dealing with the com~.uhity relating t~St. Anthony’s
Seminar~ and the Santa Barbara Boys; Choir." It certainly seems

23

the de£endant ma~ipulate~ the vi&tim’s methe~-~to b41ieving her
son would be in good hands, ye~ he seemed to be only interested

25

in c~ntinuin~ with his usn~l pattern of lurin~ unsuspecting
victims into¯ ~is-world of sexual-perve~si~,’.
.-"
.The defendant’s victimization of
children has reportedly been halted fo~ the-past five¯years.
OFM VANH 1
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I

However, it is important to note that it should in no means be

interpreted ~as a voluntary realization of wrongdoing, on the
3 defend~nt’~ pa~t." As .it turns out, it seems the d~f~ndant wa~

~2

directed by his provincial to enter a psychiatric, program in
Maryland that ha~ been specifically established by the Catholic
Church for priests exhibiting behaviorsuch as the defendant’s.
It is.to his credit that he suOcessfully completed that program

aid attended a e=ona

fte= ret to Cali 0 ia.

It must also be xeme~bered, howegeri that although he:a~y’have.
be~ able to recognize the. wrongfulness and ille~ality ~ hfg
actions, it took an. arrest warrant and ~olic~ offiqers,-to

physically place the defendant into c~stody andoblige.~im to
~ppear b~for~ the Coumt and admit his violations o~.s~ate law.
Upon considering the defendant’s
¯ eligibi:litY for probation, and as indicated in defense CouDsel’s
sentencing statement filed Wit~the Court, there is little doubt.
he statutorily-quaiifies for such a consideration. It is notable
that in the 288.~ PC report-, the evaluating psychiatrist supports
a-recommendation for probation; the d~fendant statesa
willingness to. comply with all probation terms and conditions;
and he has also.indicated remorse for his vie~.im.
However, simply because the
defendant is statutorily eligible for probation, this is not
viewed~as sufficient gzounds togrant it. As illus~ra~d within
the preceding pages 6f ~is report, the defendant has not. only
emotionally and psychol.o~ically traumatized rd~e victim i-nd his
mother, but also lit~rally devastated nume2cOus other childre~ and
their families, for whick he will ~ot ~ave to.face anYcharges.
-29-
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i

In ~ssence, one could basically state he "got away with. it."

2

Addition~lly, the. question of deterrence of others is perhap~ the

3

focal point o~ this entire criminal matter. For t~ese reasons,

4

it is believed the defendant should,-indeed, be punished with the

5. maximum time allowed by law.
6
7

The selection of. the upper term of
eight_years for a singleCount of 288(a)PC is. not only

..

J~st~fied,. hh~ cQU~. ar.guabl~ ~evfew~ as lenient and a stroke
of luck-for the ~efendaht. .It seems that h~d the vittim.not
6ompletely fallen to his drug _addiction and b~en ~ubs~entiy.
institutionalized, the defendant would most likely’havecontinued.
molesting him through at least.the latter pa~t: of ~989. Had .thig
occurred, he would ciearly.~be ih viola~io~ Of the. then~newi~
instated 288.5 Penal Code Section, CONTINUOUS S~XUALABUSE OF A
CHILD, which carries a maxi~rum term.of s.i~.teen years~
!~.light ofwhat has been presentedwithin the contents of this report, it iS not ~elievedthe
~efendant should be afforded the p~i~ileg~ of pr0bati~n
supervision and should, instead, be sentenced.t0 state prison
with the .hope tha~ ~uch a disposition will n~ only serve to
signifiGantlyphnish the defendaht~ but~iso send a clear me,sage
to others involved in simila~ criminal acts that their behavior
will not be tolerated.¯ St can o~ly. be h~ped that upon ~is
release from state prison, th~ ~atholic Church will .not ~lienate
itself from the defend~t and w~ll co,~n~e ~o .~-ovidehim" with
the same therapy and support that it ~o ~ig~r.ously pirsued prior
to his arrest and convibtion. To this end, the following
rec6mmendation is respectfully submittedl
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RECOMMENDATION:

It is, therefore~ recommended that

probation be denied.andthe defendant, committed to the Cali°fornia
:

Department of Corrections .for the agg~avatedterm 6f eight yea~s.
In additi~ t0 tSe above, it is
5 also recommended that the. defendant be assessed a restitntion
6

fine of $200.00 pursuant to Penal Code Section 1202.4.

7

Respectfully submitted,
SOS~NJ. GIONI~RIDD0
CHIEF’PROBATION OFFICER

RUB.Fro G. ~x -ERREZ
DEPUTY PROBATION OFFICER III

le

RGG/cej/614~U
Dict: 8/2/9.4
Trans: 8./2/94

I~ANCYJ. WATSON
¯ SUPERVISING PROBATION OFFICER
I have read and considered
the foregoing report Of
the Probation Officer.
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