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_SANTA® BARBARA COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT :
STATE ‘OF CALIFORNTA

. THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, Case No. 940304737

: |
: ) .. Plaintiff ]. Crt. No.- . T
: . : . ] : .
i 1 o v. ) . ] : »4L<l E‘ix E; A
. : 7| FELONY COMPLAINT
ROBERT MICHAEL VANHANDEL ] i
' |

Defendant(s) )
St cisiana Muricipsd Gourt

- , , . FILED

- The undarsigned is informed and believes that: o

! : St e .0 MAR 211994
© AUSHIRAG. Cpru
couNt 1 | Offees

.
-

ofif1y i(39/ 7™F )

On and between February 1, 1987 and September 30, 1989, in the above named
Judicial District, the crime of LEVD ACT UPON A CHILD, in violation of PENAL
CODE  SECTION ZBé(a). a Felony. was committed by ROBERT MICHAEL VAMNHANDEL, who
did willfully, unlawfully, and lewdly comait a lewd and 1asci:ious act upon and

@ _ vith the body and certain parts and members thereof of JOHN DOE a child under
s " the age of tourteen years, with the intent of arous:ng, appealinq to,.and -
% o urat:fying the tust. passions, ‘and sexual desires of the said defendant(s) and
' the said child. It is further alleged that the above offense is a serious

felony thhxn the wneaning of Penal Code Section ]192. 7(r)(6)

'HOTICE Conviction of this offense will require you to reglster pursnant
to Penal Code Section 290 Willful failure ;o register is a crime.” :

7 "NOTICE: Pursuant to the provisions of PC Section 293.5 the use of
pseudonyn"Jane or John Doe®, if it appears in the conpla:nt or infornatlon is
for purposes ot protectinq the pr1vacy of the alleged victim.”
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décm\ents of a lav entor?emén@gg’ncy which the undersigi 13K
. 31 Pt r&v’a- & x :. 2 g
k ”:px:vpgblb pause for the arrest of defendant(s) ROBERT MICHEFLYNESRANDE
‘;\* B lmed crimes.
\

"v

URDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE'FOREGOIHG IS TRUE AND CORRE‘

COHPLAINT CONSISIS.OF 1 COUNT(S). .___ / (—/ B

Zecuted at SANTA BARBARA,;Gayfomxa. on Harkﬂ}l} 1}94 A Vc., -
i | .

RONALD J. ZONEN
DEPUTY DYSTRICT ATTORNEY

AGENCY: $BED

- _ BOOKING BATL  CUSTODY

DEFENDANT CI1 NO. DOB - NO. RECOM'D _ R'TN DATE RCIC

VANEAWDEL, ROBERT HI 3702737 WACRAT. - 6
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SANTA BARBARA MUNICIPAL COURT
OR/BR REPORT 4
25 MARCH 1994 o . : DOB: 47/04-02-47

VAN HANDEL, ROBERT MICHAEL
CHARGE: 288(A) PC

OFFENSE: The subject was arrested on warrant #443356 issued at the
request of the. Santa Barbara Police Dept- on March 17, 1994.

Detective Mike McGrew began his investigation on March 7, 1994, .
following the complaint of a former student. at St. Anthony’s
Seminary, :‘Santa Barbara, CA. The warrant was issued based on the
allegations of sexual abuse in violation of 288(a) PC on the
former member of the Santa Barbara Boy’s Choir based at St. .
Anthony’s Semjnary, Santa Barbara, CA.. The nultiple incidences
involving the victim in this action are reported to have started in
1983 and continued unabated until 1989. The offenses appear to be:
. limited to the repeated erotic stimulation and fondling the of boys
. whose ages ranged from age eight-(8) to age fourteen (14). No
oral copulation or sodomy incidents are alleged or acknowledged to
have ‘been a part: of ‘this abuse pattern. The subject was arrested,
without incident, on 03-22-94 at St. Francis Retreat House, San
Juan Bauptista in San Benito County, California. The subjects ba'j.).

has been set a $250 000.00. . ‘

RBSIDENCY/E!-IPLOYKENT The subject was residmg at the St. Francis
Retreat Center at San Juan Bauptista, in San Benito County,
California. The telephone number there is (408) 623-4234. He was
placed -there following his release from the treatmént program at
St. Luke Institute, Suitland, Maryland. He had been placed at St.
Luke’s from June 1992 for thirteen (13) .months until he was
transferxed. to St. PFrancis in- July 1993. He remained there,
entering another treatment program, until his arrest on the above
charges on March 22, 1934. . :

When the defendant was transferred to St. Francis in San Juan
Bauptista he entered the therapy program offered by Pacific®
Treatment Associates in Santa Cruz, CA. Re attended a.combination .
of individual and group counseling four (4) times per week. The
program site is located about a 45 minute drive from St. Francis.
This program- is also used by the Santa Cruz County Probation
Department for those persons on its caseloads that exhibit problems
of a sexually deviant nature. 1In- addition to being involved in
counseling as noted above he also .attends the Twelve (12) Step
-program through S.L.A.A. (Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous) telephone
.#(408)423-2377. The subject is reportedly being taught to .avoid-
situations that would tempt him to re-enter the ranks of active
child molestation. While the defendant still has sexual fantasies
and thought of young boys he is now in a position to exercise
control. . He has been assigned duties that will not place him in a
position of having an influence over or association with children. .
The subject states that he is never sure when his touching, ’
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SANTA -BARBARA MUNICIPAL COURT $#FOUR
OR/BR REPORT HEARING ' PAGE 2

25 mcx 1994
VAN mnxr., 'ROBERT MICHAEL
RESIDENCY/EMPLOYMENT: (CONT. ).

tickling, and hugging.of the children would go from expresﬁing love
and happiness and beganlto enter the realm of mqléstation.

PRIOR RECORD: : ‘ .
The' subject has no -prior arrests. His NCIC, DMV, CLETS are
returned clear. A ) ’

ADDITIDRAL INPORHATION- The sub]ect is a Cathollc Priest who was.f
removed. from active service in that office following a letter dated
June 23, 1994 and mailed to the subject, plus three supériors or

. colleagues, from a parent of an earlier victim. The heartache and

loss of faith that runs through this entire case-is embodied in
that letter. The letter was without rancor but expressed 'in no
uncertain. terms that the subject was badly in.need of ‘help, he
should never be allowed to be in a position to have even the most
casual contact with children, and that hie should not function as a
minister or priest ever again. According to the defendant that
appears to have been the reactlon of his superiors also,

The onset of the abuse, in this case only, is established as
occurring on a regular basis from March 1983 and continued to
September 1989. At that time the victim who was them fourteen (14)
years old entered a drug rehabilitation program. Aeccording to
police reports the nature of the incidents continued to involve the
increasingly erotic rubbing of the victim’s stomach, bare back,
legs, and eventually extending beneath the clothlng to the
genitalia of the young victims. The defendant’s’ victims were
almost always selected from among the eight (8) to fourteen (14)

-yéar old. The subject was almost always -seen by the boys-as. a

"father figure*, an authority figure, and a trusted member of the
victims “"extended family*. . This deception and molestation '
continued during the years of 1983 until 1989 according to this
particular victim.  Reportedly, the six (6) year statute of
-limitations has expired on approximdtely fifteen (15) other cases
that are not:.considered as part of this action. -

So far as this officer is.aware the etiology of the exposure of

" this case can be attributed to one of the earlier victims whose

parents wrote a letter to the defendant outlining the elements of
the abuse that their "son had suffered at the hands of this
defendant. .That letter.was sent to-the defendant on April 23,
1992. It was simultaneously sent to three (3) of the defendants
superiors. Apparently, steps were immediately taken to remove the

A defendant from his priestly'dutxes, remove him from the communlty,~
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SANTA BARBARA MUNICIPAL COURT # FOUR
'OR/BR HEARING REPORT PAGE 3

25 MARCH 1994
. VAN HANDEL, ROBERT MICHAEL
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (CONT.)

and place him in the treatment program at St. Luke’s at Suitland,

Maxyland where he essentially remained until his transfer to St.

Francis into another treatment modality. The subject reports that.
he is taking, by injection, an unspecified dosage of Depo-provera,

which 1is a- testosterone suppressant, as a component of his

treatment. The defendant does not express a belief that he is now
or will ever be "cured” of his illness. What he does state is that
he is learning to articipate and avoid sitvations where he might be
required to make a conscious choice regarding his overt behavior.

For example; -he does not stroll down streets without purpose, doés
not go near shopping malls .to just brouse. If he is required to go
shopping he goes straight to where his items are located and leaves

the area immediately.

When questioned in reference to his. self-concept he expressed a
tremendous and ever present sense of remorse, of not being able to
put his life back together in a meaningful manner. He xeflected on
his feeling of deep sorrow on his loss of being able to help people
as a priest.. He acknowledges the wisdom of the restrictions that
Have been placed on by the church and what will most likely be
“imposed by the state. He anticipates a period of -prison and then
his eventual return to the.Franciscan life as a bookkeeper for a
retreat that is isolated. The subject has two masters degrees and
is -considered highly intelligent. B

In addition to twd interviews with the subject this officer has
~read and viewed documents .and perscnal journals written by the
defendant. That the defendant has reflections of suicidal thought
processes is intexwoven in his writings. This was considered as a
problen solving technique or solution when he would contemplate the
cost of exposure for what he has done. He has tremendous fears of
.going to jail and this is compounded by his realization and
- acknowledgement that he will be classified as a pedophile while in
. ‘custody. However, this does not prevent his feelings of arousal. in
reference to young boys. :The arresting officer notes that the
defendant -has several contacts and friends outside of the U.S.A.
These could conceivably be considered as havens and refuges if the-
subject wére released and succumbed: to the temptation to give in to
an impulse to run. The subject stated that he was not seeking a
released from custody. Further he related that he has no place to
- go that would accept him. - As previously noted the defendant
expects his future to include a prison commitment. The subject was
himself the subject of sexual abuse at St Anthony’s as a student.
-He accepts responsibility for perpetuation of the tendency for the
abused to later in life becoming the abuser and in turn creating
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SANTA BARBARA MUNICIPAL COURT #4-
| OR/BR HEARING REPORT PAGE 4

' 25 MARCH 1994
VAN HANDEL, ROBERT MICHAEL
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (CONT.): S

.another link in a very sordid and traglc continuation of harmful’
behavior. .There is little doubt in the mind of this writer and
also in the mind of the defendant that the defendant has caused
irreparable damage to many of his victims. The church -has °
contacted all of those students who were effected by -'this and
othexs and provided psychiatric and psychological counseling in an
- effort to contain and correct the damage in as far as they could do
so,

There have been no formal reference’ contacts made’ in this defendant
behalf in that the Court did not grant the Unit sufficient time to
conduct a thorough investigation between arraignment and this OR/BR .
- Hearing. An effort was made to contact them but as yet this writer
has'not had any response from them. This writer does not believe
that. the provided references are hesitant to assist the defendant,
.-but rather thexe has been an insufficient amount of time allowed in
this case,.

The defendant is not an acceptable candidate for O.R. con51deration v
for several reasons. The defendant was and must be returned to his .
‘treatment mode if and when he is released under any circumstances.
He is not now and most likely will never be "cured®.of .his tendency
- to think and, given. the circumstances, react as a pedophile. He
‘has, in his words, no place to live that is convenient to the Court
for future hearxngs. The needed and necessary treatment modality-
is not available in this area. . The defendants thought. control is
insufficient to provxde an adequate deterrent to his sexual
.tendencies. So far -as is known .the church will not ‘be able to
~ provide reasonable supervision nor duplicate the living environment
-that is vital to this defendant. There is a natural. tendency .for
the subject to wdnt to flee this area in that it is hear that his
_ worst nightmares were realized and even now continue to unfold. Out

of - his - therapeutic milieu the subject 1is very near the
consideration provided in Section 1275 of the Calif. Penal Code.
The subject fears facing his victims or their parents. All of the
above contribute to-the reasonable ‘considerations leading to the
denial of an '0.R. release.

RECOHHBNDATION THAT O.R. BE DENIED/ THAT BAIL BE SET IN AN AHOUNT:
OF NOT LESS THAN $250,000.00°

 RESPRCTFULLY SUBMITTED, - .. DATE: March 25, 1994

e,

Gene Ward
. Own Recognizance Supervisor -
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~SANTA BARBARA POLICE DEPARTMENT
" VICTIM CONFIDENTIALITY REQUEST

Based on Section 6254") of the Caluforma Govammem Code. as a victim of any of
the crimes enumerated below, your name is a maner of public record; however, your
address is confidential. Pussuant to California Penal Code Section 293(3), you may
request that your name be kept confidential. 10 be released only 10 the prosecuting.
district attorney. If you are the victim of more than one crime, you may request that
information disclosing that you have been the victim of any of the below enumerated
crimes be deleted from any accompanying crime report. (Noge: if the victimis) is a
minor, the parent or legal guardian may exercise the minor’s right to privacy.) -

*IThis waiver applies only to Sccmm: 261, 264.264.1, 27.7; 273d. 273.5. 286. 288. 2838a. 289. 422&‘227 ‘
or 422.75 of the Cakforrva Penai Code.s .

| HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF MY RIGHTS IN THIS MATTER AND:
1 / WAIVE MY RIGHT TO PRIVACY IN THIS MATTER.

( ! WISH TO EXERCISE MY RIGHT TO PRIVACY AND REQUEST MY NAME BE

KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.

SignAure of victim onqamnuquardzan

T

Signature of officer making admonishment: ‘

OFc" & W ko Date 3= 3 U

“'( g.an.\llmw Date 3 3- 1\!

IRECDRDS PERSONNEL: THIS SHEET SHOULD BEKEPT ON THE TOP OF THE ACCDMPANYNGCRIM! €-

. & COPIES MUST BE DISTRIBUTED WITH THIS SHEET AS THE FIRS‘I’ PAGE
SBPO 6 251190 .
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S LAIME/INCIDENT REPOR™ -, -~ - Page B AL -
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ﬂ I W Date/Time Reported: 03701/94, 3400 MOURS
. t] File Only

Name Type tast Name (or Susiness) © . First Kiddle Additional Names to be Indexed .

V- i ’ TR w0’ :

Original Offense Upddate Additional Cases Reclassify to: Statute Crice Classification Oﬂem’tcdc

288 pc %0 o : . Offense

. -Reporting Dfficer - - 1.0.¥0, _piv.No, Date Ofctated
VILKINS | Kz 30 0370179 .
. . : . : e

special instructions to Records o I “__L M~ s L;a

Marratives - .

On 03/01/94 at approximately 1400 hours, i, came-to the Santa

Barbara Police Department to report-a 288 PC, Chlld Molest wh1ch occurred
between the years of 1983 ‘through 1989.

It should be noted that some bf the child molest acts occurred outside of
the statute'of limitations. - ~ is now 18 years of~age;’th§se
acts occurred when he was a member of the Santa Barbara Boys Choir at St.
Anthony’s Seminary located at 2300 Garden Street. The molest.acts occurred
when ~° was 8 or.9 years of age and ended when he was 14 years
‘“of age, spanning the years _1953 throuqh 1989. ';rhe suspect in the case was

the choir director, Robert VanHandel. r;;;‘;“ﬂa

told me that when he was a member of the Santa Barbara Boys

Ch01r, his name at that time was N '~ went on to tell me g?"
he has since changed his name, and he now uses-his’ mother’s maiden name of {3§

went on to tell me the reason he has done that is that he ;e
feels that he is starting his life over now and the change of name q1ves '
. him a fresh start. Even though this report reflects ' as a last nanme,
1t should be noted that during all of the 1ncidents that mostly occurred

U (sucar) (certify) or {declare) under pemlxy of perjury thax
. the information contained in this report, consisting of pages,
© is true and corrett except as to those metters therelin stated
on fnformation and belief, and as to mon matters I beﬂeve

~

[ JInc.None i VProperty

thea to bo true, Signature
Recimmended/ © [ JActive/Active Arvest . { JExceptional Clesrincs ’ [ JCtiosed/ieferral . { JUnfounded
Current Status | [ JClosed Arrest [ IInactive [ JAdwinistrative Clesrance/dirrant §ssted -
" Supervisor 1.p.%0. piv.ae. . oate pivision Asug'nd L 2Patrot o
I . { Mnvestigative
| e Z
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‘Case No. 94-04212

- Page # 2

——n

at St. Anthony’s Seminary, - " name at that €ime was .

stated he vas a member of the Santa Barbara Boys Choir, vhich had
approximately 30 members.

stated his father left when he was
approximately 4 years of age.

went on to say that Robert VanHandel,

the choir director, was a father figure to him and that he trusted hin.
At -the time of ‘most -of . these incidents,

- Seminary at St. Anthony’s.
Northern california area.

Robert Van Handel 1ived dt the
believes he is now lxvinq in the

stated he was in the choir when he was 7 /2 years of age all the

way through 14 years of age. - stated.that the ottenses occurred when

he was either 8 or 9 years of age, which is 1983 or 1984. : said that
all of .the molest acts completely ended by the time he was 13 years of age
“¥: or very early when he was 14 years of age.

‘ -said he went into a drug
rehabilitation in December of 1989 at the age of 14. said that:.no

acts occurred after he went into‘rehabilitation.
{

stated that he really cannot come up with specific dates and .times

for what had occurred because it happened so often. ;. said at the

-time, he'was llvxng with his mother and sxster at 15 South Soledaqd Street,

#6, and for the most. part all of these  molest incidents took place in

Robert VanHandel’s apartment at the Seminary. . said there were also

some trlps.that he and other choir members went on which molest acts

occurred as welly 5 said that VanHandel's apartment ‘was upstairs at

"the casa,” which was located on Sem;nary grounds.

’ J &Lal’.r;u‘ﬂ.. W b uui;&
-

stated that quite often he would stay at Robert. VanHandel’s
'apartment. He stated that always on Tuesday nights and on Sundays he would
spend the night. said’ there were sometlmes on Thursdays and once

- in a while Frldays and Saturdays ‘he would also spend the nigbt at Robert
VanHandel’s apartment. stated that on Tuesday nights, he attended

1 Sronature -
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Page # . 3

the boys choir practice in the afternoon somewhere around 2:30 that lasted
until about 4:00 or 4:30 in the afternoon. After that he went to dinner - v

‘at the Seminary and then he attended the mens choir group from about 7:00 Lo
: 5

P.M. or 7: 30 P. M. which ended approx1mately 9:00 P.M. .5 said he would &0
then stay at VanHandel's apartment. Sl . A“:;
| T

_ stated he didn’t have a father and his mother was a chef working
many, many odd shifts, and he hardly saw her. ‘There were times when his
mother was leaV1ng for work very, very early in the. mornxng and there were
times she worked extremely late. sald he spent an immense amount
of time at the Sem1nary staying with Robert VanHandel. -
In reference to the molest acts that occurred, stated that when he

- did stay at VanHandel’s apartment, that he wore pajamas, and just before
bedtinme, " said he was lying ‘almost asleep on a bed and that Robert
VanHandel would come up and start massaging hlS bacx ox ‘his stomach area,
whichever way "'- was lying at the time. went on to say that
Robert VanHandel would start by massaging him on top of his’ clothing and
then eventually he would start masseging him uhderneath his pajamas. g

. said that VanHandel would start massaging his genital area. - %}3
said he was trying to go to sleep and ignofed what VanHandel was doing. b

_n: _ believed that Vanﬂandel had his clothes on while he was giving ffl
a_massage. "did not know if VanHandel tried to masturbate [
while giving ' a massage. said that there were no words spoken
. between them. ’ '

-

said this occurred always just before he ) went to sleep at
'nlght or when they, were on trips when he took a daytime or afternoon nap. -

stated that he - didiget an erection when VanHandel wvas
massaging his testicles and his penis area. . stressed- that 3t no

. ‘ : q " signature

> -.
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Page % 4

S ..xl....e.f.: - J .l G-Ll
time was there any oral sex involved and at no time did . reciprocate
in masturbating VanHandel. ; said these acts of massaging his qeni't'al
area occurred until he fell asleep, and this would be at times a half hour
duration.

stated he did not tell-anyone about what had happened, and ‘at the
' time, he did not believe that VanHandel was doing anything wrong because

this was coming from someone who he ' : trusted and looked up to.

In reference to out: of town trips,- stated.that he traveled with
Robert’VanHandel to Canada and believes if was Expo 1986 when they were - in
said they traveled in a
camper with two to three other boys who werée in the choir. Robert
VanHandel was the only adult.
; genitals happened while they were in the camper when he . would
. -sleep-next to VanHandel. = said between the years 1984 to 1987, that
he went with Robert VanHandel to Yosemite three to four times. This was
also in a camper, and it was mainly during the Thanksgiv}lng weekend and one
time during the Easter break. During these trips to Yosemite, again,
VanHandel would- sleep next. to_ and again would molest him by
‘massaging his genitals. : ' ' '

Canada for approxlmately three weeks.

3 stated that during the summer of 1987, " the entire choir went to

‘England and traveled Europe. ; stated he could not specifically

remeiber VanHandel molesting him while they were in Burope.

said there are people who could veri'fy he spent. a lot of time at

Robert VanHandel’s apartment. stated there is a person by the fxrst

name of _ - was a student at the Seminary and was living in

_ the same apartment as Robert VanHandel but in a different bedroon. [N

"1lived there for approximately one year. said he would be able to

get an address and telephone number of [N through his therapist.

Signature ) - -

said that the inassacjing of his
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A -Page # S
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J-L_...;.»..NJ'JL...:

stated he would also play wif;h a boy by the first ngme' of _a%,
who lived in an .adjacent apartment to VanHandel at "the casa." did
'nbt knqw.,what the mothér's name was but pelieved she had something to do
“with the Waldorf School. said that recently played a part
in the movie "Hocus Pocus." believed that Santa. Barbara Police
Department Officer-Debbie Daily would know who - mother .is. '

"In terms of the Statute of Limitations, - it is believed that Robert

VanHandel spent some time out of the State of California. Somewhere
between 1982 and 1983, VanHandel took a six month sabbatical to England and
B stayed at Abmgdon near Oxford, although I'm not sure of the name of ‘khe
school there. Also, between May of 1992 through June of 1993, the Catholic
.Church sent Robert VanHandel to a treatment center in Su:.tland, Maryland,
which is just outside of Washington D. C., a place called St. Luke’s.

current president of the St. Anthony‘s Boys Choir is Marianne Hellman. Her
husband, Robert Hellman, is the current choir director. They live on

C’heltgnhan Road and have access to scrapbooks of the boirs choir which may-

"give . more specific.dates and times as to when the acts occurred.

also believes there is another choir member by the name of
_ 5 who may also have been a victim of Robert VanHandel’s. ° -
believes that Marianne Hellman m.ght be able to supply the address and

tglephqne number of to venfyT.
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April 23, 1992

REDACTED  FEb:cd

Dear Robert,

To begin, let me remind you that while [ was recovering from
my illness, I told you that I néeded to talk to you. The time for the
talk never came because I was still weak and you had the demands
' 'of a hectic schedule and move fadng you.

Had that talk occurred I would have told you that we had
. learned that a member of your Franciscan community, in addition to
Phil Wolfe had engaged in sexually inappropriate behavior with
-one of our boys when he was quite small that was upsetiing to him
- at the time it was occurring. The memory remains with him.

I would have told you and I wished to tell ___..and

1D

the others of your organization that it is clear that many of the -

activities you men undertake are t0o dangerous to young people and

yourselves to be continued. The risks are too great . The potential
‘for damage to even one young person. outweighs any good these.
. may accomplish. The price of the life of even one child is too high.

[ would have told you that the Boys Choir, as it is presently

structured, should not be. continued and you should not be-.

_ involved in similar organizations in the future. There is too much

‘opportunity for unsupervised time between one child. and one - |

greatly trusted adult. Tragically, we have all lived the danger
inherent in the all male seminary -high school boarding school,
‘'where authority, trust and love can and did become destructively
mixed with drives for sexual power, satisfaction and institutional
authority. Gender-segregated and therefore gender-unbalanced
_activities are simply too dangerous to continue. They are imbalanced
and too easily lead to aberrauon . o

I would have told you that solo visits o your residence. and

. "overnights" by youngsters must be stopped . They are 100
dangerous to you and the children.

RE DACTED } OFM VANH 1
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This is what we learned at Christmas time. When one of our

‘boys was a little boy, on various occasions when you put him to bed

you gave "back rubs.” The "back rubs” involved stroking the back,
chest, stomach, lower abdomen and thighs in the groin area. He
recalls’ that the stroking occurred very close to and around the
genitals. He recalls his discomfort and embarrassment on one
occasion that his lightweight knit pajamas would reveal the erection
that your "back rub” had stimulated. He rémembers the color and
style of the pajamas. 1do, too. He was probably around ten years

- old when he wore’ them

We also Ieamed at Christmas that.when he visited your office
on certain. occasions you and he played darts. The stakes were that
if he won he would get money. If you won, you could give hima
"back rub” as described above. He recalls you offered himi 4 pair of .
"thin shorts" to change into during the back rub. ‘He said he was

not comfortable with that and refused to change into them.

There should be no need for further comment on the obvious

.inappropriate use of the child or the sexual seductiveness of this
- type of physical touching and game playing'. - It should be enough

simply to say we have all suffered too much because of matters such
as this to make frivolous charges of this nature. '

Robert , you know how we have loved .you and trusted you
with our hves We gave our lives and our love to support what you
believed in and wanted. Everything we owned was yours. That
couldn't extend to that which we as parents don't even own--that is
the right to touch our children's bodies in a sexually seductive or
using manner.

Our concern extends beyond our family to the wide
opportunity you have for individual one-on-one time with many -

little boys.. When I spoke to you about Phil Wolfe's terrible

molestation of our sons, you must remémber I told you your order
must talk of these matters openly so that those with such inclinations

- can obtain psychological help before they destroy themselves and

others. Robert, have you received such help? Adequate help? Are

. you refraining from these dangerous times alone with children? [ -

should tell you. I have lost confidence in the expertise and
impartiality in this special area of concern of a mental health
professional in Santa Barbara known to both of us. While he is good

> .
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in many ways, I don't believe his professmnal help in this
particularly demanding area 1s adequate help

Because _we have shared our lives (and had hoped to continue
this sharing) you know how much we have loved you. You miust be -
able to guess the pain that surrounds this letter. We can only guess
your pain in receiving it.. We hope it will-reinforce the desperate
imperative you have to'obtain help and remove yourself from

- potentially dangerous contacts with young boys.

Our purpose in writing this letter is to protect other children. A
copy is being sent to-., " to help you and him as
Provincial Minister to keep the seriousness of this matter and the
* - obligation for appropriate follow up in treatment and assignment

clearly defined for you both. We also carbon Bishop Ziemann. He

must know the full scope of the problems in this area of concern.

None' of us can afford to live in a fool's paradise any longer in so far -
as these matters are concerned. :

A

. ?incerely,
REMT}Q.@E :E
REDACTED o
REDACTED
S50 v .
| 5 Raw. Melﬁnjuﬁsiéh
Bishop Patrick Ziemann, e
~ Rev. ema
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{"_TA BARBARA POLICE DEPAFf ?NT oD
CRIME/INCIDENT FOLLOW U’ .

;Pugn 1 ' ‘ . . ’ Case No. '92‘9066'

Date February 19, 1993/ph
{) Fite Only
Name. Type ust Nare tor B\mness\ K . Cfirst L Hiddle - deitim;\ MNames o be 1rdexed
Yy T - ’ .
original Offense Update Additional Cases Reclassify to: St;xutt Crime Chsiilicztim, Offense Code
. SUSP CIRCS . . : '
Reporting Datective 1.0.%0. Div.Na.’ Date Dictated
pet. P. McCaffrey . 6051 T 40 02-09-93
* special Instructions Records ) . - REDACTED

¥arrative: ’ . . - ’ Sy
I was contacted by Dep Chief J McCoy who had informatlon regarding a o
poss:.ble. molestation victim. Chief McCoy requested I contact - “

-qe 25 years, and obtain a statement. S S K

I contacted - by phone. ‘ referred to a report made
by : alleging molestation. stated that he is a forfier
member of the seminary 'school at St. Anthony’s -Seminary, 2300 Garden St.

S
s

said . approx;mately 8 or 9 years before, he had been touched
inap'propriately by a priest named Robert Vanhandel. was reluctant :
to discuss exactly what happened. Il said he would be willing to- R
w}:itea statement that would be included ip 5 report previously made by the \
_parents of

I received a ‘.hand‘written letter from . The letter relates that on’
several occasions, Robert Vanhandel had given him back rubs and tummy rubé,

" while’ was staying in the seminary dorm. ' There was never any
genital contact T said that eventually he' would just pull the.
covers"’ over his head wh:.ch stopped Vanhandel’ from botherlng him. .

__said this happenad when he.was either 14 or 15.

4 Lo
:,,:":;:::.:::::'z:.::,,:?::':;:,m”:::.n::i:'i:"}‘—";:,.,, '

" 73 true and correct except as to those matters therein stated
 on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe

thes to be true. S e Signature V,o-ﬁ/i)%‘_.___

Recomeended/ - [ JActivesActive Arrest "7 [)Exceptional Clearance - SdClosed/Referral 1 Iuntounded
Current Statue [ JClosed Arfest  ~ . [ Mrsctive 1 JAdministrative Clearance/Varrant lisued
Supervisor 1.0.%c. Div.¥o. ' : Date bivision Assigned { IParrot

.ﬁ - . - LATrestigative

) copies  pAbevective  (1s.0./PD. - C Lo,  Dats Entersd { J0fferse 1 }inc.twma.
Toz [ 3Dist Att’yY [ IOther ] L JProp. s { JArrest 1 ternoite
o ) N { JInc. Mame 1 Pt xmTty

| | / ‘ oFM VANH 1
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sL “A BARBARA POLICE DEPART 1T~
CRIMI:/!NCIDENT FOLLOW-UP CONTINUATION

TED
Case No. 92-9066

* - - Page # 2

—

I then reviewed Case 92-9066. The report consists of a letter sent-by

, age 50 years, who is the mother of ' ., : 5.
The letter discloses that - . told his mother about 1nappropr1ate
sexually related touching committed by Robert Vanhandel. © 1 felt

) was about 10 years old when this happened (approximately 12 years
ago). The touching consisted. of back rubs, stomach and abdomen rubs, and.
touching of the thighs and groin area. There was no disclosure that there
was any'genital contact. The. Ietter sent to SBPD is only a copy of a
letter sent to different.Franc15can prlests who supervzse Robert Vanhandel.

I contacted . father of _ :. He was involved in a
' committee that was 1ook1nq 1nto the allegations of sexual abuse commltiéd
. by Franciscan priests at st. Anthony Semlnary. Note that in 1989, another
Franclscan prlest Phlll;p Wolfe, was arrested and conv1cted for molestlng
' ’ and his brother, . See Case 89~5806.

was concerned that there may be many other v1ct1ms of sexual abuse who had

attended either the seminary or participated in the Santa Barbara Boys

Choir which was directed.by Robert Varihandel until May 1992. ‘said -

that the committee organized to investigate these incidents included a
psychiatrist, a lawyer, and a Franciscan'prieste The spokes person for the
group is Geoffrey Stearns,,a Santa Barbara attorney. Higgins suggested I
. contact him for update 1nformatlon. ‘

"I contacted Geoffrey Stearbé by‘phone. His group was looking into the
allegations thatloccurred td members of the seminary only and net to
nembers of the cboir. Stearns said the semlnary school had disbanded in
June 1987. This was not because of any allegation. 6f sexual abuse.
Stearns said the group is interested in finding victims of sexual akhuse so

'that counseling could be provided. Individual members wxll have an optxon.

of contactlng the police department if these choose. Stearns sa;d he would-
be mandated to report any incidents of sexual abuse per California state
- reporting requirements. stearns ‘'was aware that generally there 15 a six
year statute of limitations regarding sexual molestation cases. Stearns

Signature /ﬂ.' /2. S -
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L 'S/ ~0 BARBARA POLICE DEPART™" ‘T
K@ CRIMes.NCIDENT FOLLOW-UP CONTIN LATION

REDACTEB

dasaino~ Case No. 92-9066

' Page # 3

said that because the school had closed nearly six years ago, fhere would -
not be many students who had been possibly molestéed, which could reéult in
" criminal prosecution. To his knowledge; any student who had made
alleqations, were from previous years and were well beyond any statute of
limitations. At this tlme, Stearns only knew of incidents of 1nappropr1ate
touching. which did not 1nclude any acts of oral copulation or ggnital
contact. Stearns said he and the committee are in the process of drafting
"a letter to be sent to ‘all known former members.of the seminary. All _
students who contact him will be told that they have an option to contact ' ;»%
police. . ' ‘ e

: I‘cqntacfed tﬁé lay director. of the Santa Barbara Boys Choir, Mary Ann
Hélman; She was aware of all the ollegations. She felt that -

and the ~ parents had blown the incidence of sexual molestation:
regarding 'Robert Vanhandel" out of proportion. She believes that
{ i)inapbropriate'touohing did take place, but that the affected parents were
. trying tb blame all their. children’s problems on these fairly 'minor,
ihéidents. ‘Helman said that she was part of a committee that had sent a
letter to all known former choir members or their parents in October 1992.
The - commlttee included Dr. Scott Gorsuch and Father state
director of the Franqxscan church. The letter explains that Robert
'Vanhandel possibly touched boys inappropriately in a sexval manner. All
parents of former choir members were 1nstructed to .contact Gorsuch for
advise or’ counseling. This counseling was paid for by the Franciscans.
Helman was not axgre of any other 1nc1dence of sexual abuse than.

and - To . he: knowledga ‘these acts had occurred ten years ago. or. )
longer.

I-contacted Dr. Scott Gorsuch by phone. Dr. Gorsuch said that he had been
'conyaéted in. regards to two students who .alleged being - touched .
'ipappiopiiAteiy by. Vanhandel. Gorsuch said the allegations did not meet
the state’s requirements of reporting the incidents to the police dept.
Gorsuch said that because of his doctor/client privilege, he would not

.. | - . 19 o OFM0¥$NH1
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S’ "A BARBARA POLICE DEPART™ 'NT
CRIMz;iCIDENT FOLLOW-UP CONTINUATION

. Case No.. 92-9066¢
Page F 4 .

e

divulge the names of the students, but would relay the nature of the
incident. Gorsuch said a letter had been sent to all former choir members.
He received about 12 phone calls from parents expresSing~coﬁcérn and askiné
for-advise on how to question their children. He later received a call
from a father of a former choxr member. The father said his son is now 21
or 22 years old and is attgndlng college in the bay area. The father had
questioned his son who stated that;Vanhandel had played a strip game with
him. This involved the boy meeting Vanhandel in his office. ~They would
: fhen play a game of darts. If the boy won, he received 25 cents. 'If he
lost, he had to strip down to his underwear. The boy did not expésg his
geﬁitals,'nor,was he touched by Vanhandel. - »

L
[ 4

._Gorsuch received a call from.a mother who stated both her sons had been
molested. The older one would speak with Gorsuch,.but theifounger opé
would not. Dr. Gorsuch was then contacted by the older son. He is now
“Jabout 22 years old. He stated that over 10 years before he was in the
choir.. -Vanhandel met him in his office and had taken pudg photographs of
him. There was no mention of any actual genital touching. The boy did".
receive back rubs from Vanhandel. The boy’s mother now had the photos that

were taken. Gorsuch did not know how the mother obtained these..

_Df.‘Gorsuch said he does not ahticipate receiving any more phone calls or
-referrals because a certain amount of time has elapsed. Go¥such said that
several parents of boys in the choir felt very strongly about the issue and
.about their -sons being touched. Gorsuch had no other. information
suggesting that any more intrusive sexual touching had occurred.

At this time ‘there does fot appear to be any information that suggests
‘Robert Vanhandel committed a sexual molestation. that would amount to a
fglony fxlxngf There is no information that suggests that any touching of.
an inappropriate nature occurred within the last 6 years. I recommend this-
ifcése be closed at this time, sent to the D.A.’s office for review only.

signature /g p‘m
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S#**~A BARBARA POLICE DEPARTM ™) /
CRIN,_...JCIDENT FOLLOW-UP CONTI}. _TION

Case No,. 92-9066
Page ' # 5

ADDITIONAL - NAMES

AT l
AW ED

"Helman, Mary Ann
Telephone: 682-5473 or 682~5641

Gorsuch, Scott E., Dr. _
Address: 115 W. Arrellaga St., Santa Barbara, CA

Telephone: 966-2959

REDACTED

Slwm . /o ﬁ.m
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Bates Numbers 402-406 were ordered removed by the trial court.
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Bates Numbers 408-409 were removed by the Plaintiffs at the request of the Franciscans.
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MEMOTO: =~ ~

FROM: | | '
"~ RE Robert's civi} attorney - R E D AC TE D

DATE: September 22, 1994

IThada Iong talk with Skip Howie, Robert’s civil attomey in San ]ose He had
several issues on the agenda :

1. Robert's name in the lawsuit: he wants to talk with Nick Heldt but
. he feels that Robert should default on it (I gather that means not to
responid). As Skip put it why should the friars pay an attorney
to protect Robert's assets when he doesn't have assets? They can
sue Robert for any amount but if he does not have anything, then
they can't get anything. In addition Robert's in jail so what does ke
- care? Ibelieve Skip is trying to save us some money.

2. Heis trying to figure ouit for himself what he can do for Robert.
He genuinely likes Robert and feels that he ought to do something.
He talked about going down to Wasco. As Robert's attorney,
. 'he could get in but will that cause more problems especially
if he tries to get Robert protected.” He would be taking on the
prison systém and that might hurt Robert more. That is why
he really does not kniow what to do. -

3. In connection with #1, he wanted to know if the insurance carriers
agreed to defend Robert. Isaid to the best of my knowledge each



Bates Numbers 411-413 were removed by the Plaintiffs at the request of the Franciscans.
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Bates Number 415 was removed by the Plaintiffs at the request of the Franciscans.



BRIAN P. BROSNAHAN 333 Busi STREET
ATTORNEY SAN FRANCISCO

CALIFORNIA 94104-2878

FAX: (415)772-6268
TEL: [415) 772-6302

HELLER FHRMAN WHITE & MSAULIFFE

A PALTNIAINIZ OF PROPESSIONAL CORPORATIONS

ANcHoracE  Los ANGELYS PaLo Atvo  FORTLAND  SEATTLE 'I;Aqu
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Bates Numbers 417-420 were ordered removed by the trial court.



-
- SANTA BARBARA MUNICIPAL COURT
OR/BR REPORT '
25 MARCH 1994 . : DOB: 47/04-02-47

VAN HANDEL, ROBERT MICHAEL
CHARGE: 288(A) PC

OFFENSE: The subject was arrested on warrant $443356 issued at the
request of the. Santa Barbara Police Dept on Maxch 17, 19%94.°
Detective Mike McGrew began his investigation on March 7, 1994, .
following the complaint of a former studept at St. Anthony’s
Seminary, -‘Santa Barbara, CA. The warrant was issued based on the
allegations of sexual abuse in violation of 288(a) PC - on the

former member of the Santa ‘Barbara Boy's Choir based at St. ..

Anthony’s Seminary, Santa Baxrbara, CA. The multiple incidences
" involving the victim in this action axre reported to have started in
1983 and continued unabated until 1389. The offenses appear to be:
. limited to the repeated erotic .stimulation and fondling the of boys

whose ages ranged from age eight (8) to age fourteen (14). No
oral copulation or sedomy incidents are alleged or acknowledged to
have been a part of this abuse ‘pattern. The subject was arrested,
without incident, on 03-22-94 at St. Francis Retreat House, San
Juan Bauptista in San Benito County, California. The subjects bail
has been set a $250,000.00. '

‘RESIDENCY/EMPLOYMENT: Thé subject was residing at the St. Prancis’
Retreat Center at San Juan Bauptista, in San Benito County,
‘California. The telephone number there is (408) 623-4234. He was
placed there following his release from the treatmént program at -
St. Luke Institute, Suitland, Maryland. He had been placed at ‘St.
Luke’s from June 1992 for thirteen (13) months until he was
transferred. to St. Francis in- July 1993. He xremained there,
entexing ancther treatment program, until his arrest on the above
charges on March 22, 1994.

When the defendant was transferred to St. Francis in ‘San Juan
- Bauptista he - entered the therapy program offered by Pacific
Treatment Associates in Santa Cruz, CA, He attended a combination' .
of individual and group counseling four (4) times per week. The
program site is located about a 45 minute drive from St. Francis.
This program- is also used by the Santa Ciuz County Probation
Department for those persons on its caseloads that exhibit problems'
of a sexually deviant nature. 1In addition to being involved in
counseling as noted above he. also .attends the Twelve (12) Step
program through S.L.A.A. (Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous) telephone
. #(408)423~2377. The subject is reportedly being taught to avoid
situations that would tempt him to re-enter the ranks of active
child molestation. while the defendant still has sexual fantasies
and thought. 6f young boys he is now in a position to exercise
control. . He has been assigned duties that will not place him in a.
position of having an lnfluence over or association with children. .
The subject states that he is never sure when his touching, .

OFM VU&PJ}il
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SANTA BARBARA MUNICIPAL COURT #FOUR
OR/BR REPORT HERRING ' PAGE 2

.25 MARCH 1994

VAN HANDEL, ROBERT MICHAEL
RESIDENCY/EMPLOYMENT: (CONT.)

tickling, and hugging of the children would go from expressing love

-and happiness and began to enter the realm of mpléstation.

PRIOR RECORD: L
The subject has no prior arrests. His NCIC, DMV, CLETS are
returnéd clear. : o :

ADDITIOHAL INPORMATION The subject is a Catholxc Prlest who was
removed from active service in that office following a letter dated
June 23, 1994 and mailed to the subject, plus. three superiors.or

. colleagues, from a parent of an earlier victim. *The heartache and

loss of faith that xruns thxough this entire case-is embodied in
that letter. The letter was without rancor but expressed in no

uncerxtain. texms that the subject was badly in. neéd- of help, he_“

‘should never be allowed to be in a position to have even the most
casual contact with children, and that.he should not function as a
minister or priest ever again. According to the defendant that
appears to have been the reaction of his superiors also.

- The onset of the abuse, 'in this case only, is establlshed as
. occurring on a regular basis from March 1983 and continued to-

September 1383. At that time the victim who was then. fourteen (14)

. years old entered .a drug rehabilitation program. According to
police reports the nature of the incidents continued to involve the

increasingly erotic .rubbing of the victim’s stomach, bare back,

- Yegs, and eventually extending beneath the clothing to the

genitalia of the young victims. The defendant’s victims were
almost always selected from among the eight (8) to fourteen (14)

.year old. The subject was almost always seen by the boys as a’

"father figure", an authority figure, and a trusted member of the-
victins extended family*. . This deception and molestation
‘continued during the years of 1983 until 1989 according to this .
particular victim. Reportedly, the six (6) year statute of
limitations has expired on approximately fifteen (15) other cases

that are not considered as part of this-action.

So far as this officer is aware the etiology of the exposure of

" this case can- be attributed to one of the earlier victims whose -

parents wrote a letter to the defendant outlining the elements of
the abuse that their- son had suffered at the hands of this
defendant. .That letter was sent to the defendant on April 23,

- ./1992. It was simultaneously sent to three (3) of the defendants
superiors. Apparently, Steps were immediately taken to remove the

defendant from his prlestly duties, remove him from the communlty,.

OFM VANH 1
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SANTA BARBARA MUNICIPAL COURT # FOUR
OR/BR HEARING REPORT PAGE 3

25 MARCH 1954

- VAN HANDEL ROBERT MICHAEL

ADDITIONAL INFORHATION' (CONT )

and place hlm in the treatment program at St. Luke’s at Sultland

‘Maryland where he essentially remained until his transfer to St.

Francis into another treatment modality. The subject reports that
he is taking, by injection, an unspecified dosage of Depo-provera,
which is a- testosterone suppressant, as a component of his .

" treatment. The defendant does not express a belief that he is now
-oxr will ever be "cured” of his illness. . What he does state is that

he is learning to anticipate and avoid situations whare he might be
required to make a conscious choice regarding his overt behaviorx. -
For example; ‘he does not stroll°down streets without purpose, doés
not go near shopping malls.to just brouse. If he is required to go
shopping he goes straight to where hlS items are located and leaves
the area immediately.

When questioned in reference to his self-concept he expressed a
tremendous and ever present sense of remorse, of not being-able to
put his life back together in a meaningful manner. He xeflected on:
his feeling of deep sorrow on his loss of being able to help people

‘as a priest. He acknowledges the wisdom of the restrictions that’

have been placed on by the church and what will most likely be’
imposed by the state. He anticipates a period of prison and then
his eventual return to the Franciscan life as a bookkeeper for a
retreat that is isolated. The subject has two masters degrees and
is consxdered hlghly lntelllgeht. .

In addition to two interviéws with the sub)ect thls officer has
read and-viewed documents .and personal journals written by the
defendant. That the defendant has reflections 6f suicidal thought
processes is intexwoven in his writings. This was considered as a.
problem solving technlque or solution when he would contemplate the
cost of exposure for what hé has done. He has tremendous fears of
going to jail and this is compounded by his realization and-
acknowledgement that he will be classified as a pedophile while in
custody. However, this does not prevent his feelings of arousal in
reference ta .young boys. :The arresting officer notes that the
defendant ‘has several contacts and friends outside of the U.S.A.
These could conceivably be considered as havens and refuges if the-
subject were released and succumbed to the temptation to give in to
an impulse to run. The subject stated that he was not seeking a
released from custody. Further he related that he has no place to
go. that would accept him. - As previously noted the defendant
expects his future to include a prison commitment. The subject was

. 'himself the subject of sexual abuse at St Anthony’s as a student.
-He accepts responsibility for perpetuation of the tendency for the

abused to later in life becoming the abuser and in turn creating

OFM VANH 1
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SANTA BARBARA MUNICIPAL COURT #4
OR/BR HEARING REPORT PAGE 4

' 25 MARCH 1994
VAN HANDEL, ROBERT MICHAEL
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (CONT.): S

another link in a very sordid and tragic continuation of harmful
behavior. There is little doubt in the mind of this writer and
also in the mind of the defendant that the defendant has caused
irreparable damage to many of his victims. The church -has °
contacted all of those students who were effected by- this and
others and provided psychiatric and psychologlcal counseling in an
effort to contain and correct the damage in as far as they could do
‘so.
There have been no formal reference contacts made in this defendant
behalf in that the Court did not grant the Unit sufficient time to
* conduct a thorough investigation between arraignment and this OR/ER .
- Hearing. An effort was made to contact them but as yet this writer
has' not had any response from them. This writer does not believe
that.the provided references are hesitant to assist the defendant,
but rather there has been an insufficient amount of time allowed in
this- case.

The defendant is not an acceptable candidate for 0.R. consideration
for several reasons. The defendant was and must be returned to his

- treatment mode if and when he is released'under any circumstances.
He is not now and most likely will never be "cured*-of his tendency
to think and, given the circumstances, react as a pedophile. He
has, in his words, no place to live that is convenient to the Court
for future hearlngs. -The needed and necessary treatment modality
is not available in this area. . The defendants thought control is
insufficient to prOV1de an adequate deterrent to his sexual
tendencies. So far -as is known the church will not be able to
provxde reasonable supervision nor'dupllcate the living environment
that is vital to this defendant. There is a natural. tendency for
the subject to want to flee this area in that it is hear that his
worst nightmares were realized and even now continue to unfold. Out

" of his therapeutic milieu ‘the -subject is very near the
consideration provided in Section 1275 of the Calif. Penal Code.
The subject fears facing His victims or their parents. All of the
above contribute to'the reasonable consxderations leading to the
denial of an-'O.R. release.

RECOMMENDATION: THAT O.R. BE DENIED/ THAT BAIL BE SET IN AN AMOUNT
OF NOT LESS THAN $250,000.00 .

RESE CTFULLY SUBMITTED, - DATE: March 25, 1994
j%L/§2q=£::> . . . o

Gene Ward
. Own Recognlzance Supervisor
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cASE# ALY~ 12

~SANTA BARBARA POLICE DEPARTMENT
VICTIM CONFIDENTIALITY REQUEST

Based on Section 6254(f) of the California Government Code. as a viclim of any of
the crimes enumerated below. your name is a mazter of public record; however, your
address is contidential. Pursuant to California Penal Code Section 293(a), you may
request that your name be kept confidential, to be tgleasad only to the prosécuting
district attorney. If you are the victim of more than one crime, you may request that
information disclosing that you have been the victim of any of the below enumerated
crimes be deleted from any accompanying crime report. (Note: it the victim(s) is a
minor, the parent or legal guard_ian may exefcise the minor’s nght to privacy.)

(This waiver applies only to Sectiong 261, 264.264. I3 273¢ 273d. 273.5, 286, 288. 288a 289.422.6. 422 7.
or 422.75 of the Calitorma Penal Code.s

I'HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF MY RIGHTS IN THIS MATTER AND
. [%WAIVE MY RIGHT TO PRIVACY iN THIS MATTER.
(

| WISH TO EXERCISE MY RIGHT TO PRIVACY AND nsoussr MY NAME BE" _
KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. _ )

ral - . ' ui,..t_/u -u EJ Ln@
Sngn{ure of victim onpareavauardian: '

\ / J

Signature of officer making admanishment:

OFC G UL Uk one b3

""""'( Fon I\ 03.10 3 ~43.- f:( J

{RECORDS PERSONNEL: THIS SHEET SHOULD BE KEPT ON THE TP OF THE Accowmvwc CRIME =-- -+

& COPIES MUST :13 D|STRIBUTED WITH THIS SHEET AS THE FIRST PAGE
- SBPD 6 2511193) )

| , - OFM VANH 1
, S . ' - . 0425



= . A6

Y
d sl Jiald

. : SANTABA  ARA POLICE DEPARTMENT REDACL%Q‘ - QA

| " CRINNCIDENT REPORT © ' %
iy ‘ : : Paga o %
, : . ' E£PO Ofersd’ G Yas
g\g—g— P <HLD V\&Dl&.‘b ) \ Coo \ | 0¥ e | ePORSRe cvqﬁcm:
1~ e Octured Buat Duse Pepored Tne Regoned . | Potma Case Ho.
2300 6 ,.Q)c.; ST .l a-v-qy | Voo RIP
Dase-Terw of Ocourence He - |Dayo ::r"‘ ta, Oey Your s Ouy of
1or aarhent pos3iod Ct/is/?-B PO Woek . ey ,!’D\/f‘:‘ I Weak
NAME TYPE: _ : RACE CODE: D ~ Cambochan | = Indian O~ Other Y = Viethamesa
V = Vicsm C = Complainant 1 = iovolved A= Other Asian  F = Fiipino J=Japaness P = Pachelslander W = White
W = Withess O = Owner Q ~ Questioned B = Black G = Guamanian K =Korean S = Samoan X = Unknown -
R = Reportng Paty D » Discovered Crime .C = Chinese H = Hispanc L=backan U= Hawaian Z = Asian Indian :
m\ym Last Narr 107 Buseness Fex - Mok 008 os |Sex Trace lL
T H ;
— = E— = S R i N
Aodress esowont  Numoer Srved Ao, Ce o 20 Triwphone escerce) :
N - - N 4+ — £ °
- . = . . -
rooress (Bus. 5ol Number “Skrest PN Cay Sau To Trepnone Buseessi ‘[_'
5 T
[Work Hours pro; — mmw;w - - ¥,
_"'_—‘-—_-— -
0 Oves
Nava Type JLast Name for Busnesa) Fﬁ Made ooa - AQe Sen, Race
Asress (Ressoerce) Number Srwn AR Cey See - o Triephons tResonco
Address [Bus School . Number Sreet A Cey Stm Zo Toioprone (Busee.
[ Work Hours Oays Of |irworpreter Frecursa/Language Adowcrel Naes .|
© Oves Omo . Ove
IME INDICATOR (1 Choke) PREMISE TYPE (1 Cnoice) POINY OF ENTRY_ | METHOD OF ENTRY
8 n Pudike . N - (2 Chokes) {2 Chowes)
4. D in Commercisiinaunyy | Residential Public Plsce U. O Unknown U. O usknown
: F Establiishment That iy a, 0 is Famity s. O Beaen A. T Akesdy on A. O Attemiot Only
Rscurring Potice Probiem | 8. Condo/Ounlex Y. O pParx R Pramises 8. O rudaen insice
1 . O crime Occurrsd After c.” [0 Garage, Carpont U. O Parking Lot-City 8. O Doce-Front C. O soany Force
Police Arrivat 0. O Hote), Motst * v. 3 Parking Lot-Othar ¢. [ Door-Rear 0. O Aatacn
0. O Crime Escalated Alter - £.. O Mobile Home w. D public Bullding/Restroom D. O Door-Sige Doorknod
. Hee Acrivat - X. O schoot E. O Oocor-upper £, O Attack tock
[ nz of the ABove Commercial Y. O strest/Aiey/Sidewalk F. O wWindow-Front F. D Smash Dooe
: F. O Bank/Financiol 1. O vaantror G. O windew-Rear G. O pry Dooe
GENEHAL PREMISE TYPE G. D Convenlence Store R H, O wingow-Siae H. 3 atack ringes
11 Choice) H. O Drug s Vehicle t. O wingow-Usper | 1. O Cut Screen
. 9 Store : 3. O puct/vent J. O Remove Screen
A 131 Occupled 1. ' Estertalament/Recraation 2. O Auto % O Reet K. 5 Smash wintow
- 8. ] Residentiat Unoccusieg .- 0 Fant Fooa- 3. O Akcrane Lo t L. O Prv Wiadew
c. O3 commercial Occupied K. O Gas stmonfmnn 4. D poat-Commerciat Aapen . b
0. O commercias Unoceupied L. O Grocery siom 5. 0 Boat-Pieasure (o] Suliaine N, D Royssaim
E, O Public Placa Decuphed M. O industowarenouse/Mte. 6. D BurTaxi w, a wan ” 0. O Chinnet Lotk
P. O pubiic Pace Unoccupiea . . | N. O Liguor Store 7. D Motorhome/Campar iy num . O saw O
G. D venicie Occupisd - 0. O Medica, Dontas 1. O Tnia O g cueey o, D Toren/Butm
M. O Venkie Unoccupied P.- O Profeuionss Ottks 5. O Teuek/Traiter o iy 2. O wwesroos
o Q.. 0 Restavnaay/par 0. O Otner O eoarunk s O €aviowwe
R’ RetsilsOest. Store . iy Doer . 1. lochsd
Stolen Oamayen . V% Force
owety A ywide ) A prosety )| Al Mlac g
| SOLVABILITY FACTORS . - . ‘. SCORE
DU Witketes Avallable s.):i ON_ U Suspect Jdentifies Prysicat Evidence
2. ON DU suspect Namag s. Ov QU suspect v::m
b 5 N DU Suseect Locates: 7. OY U Property Tracsadle
4, N DU Suspect Dascrinss . 8. OV U Significant M.O. .
. Recommenced’Cuxrent Status - . Divieion Assigned . v~
2XiciveiAcive Arvet 03 Excoptonsl G D) Closod Faterrst [ Urdounced Co o
£ Closed Arrwat Uhaaiv. O Aderwewstve Claararca/Warrant baved : Rl il | 5
nesnring Oficer ow.u‘ - [ —— "o RN e - . 0
. . o 2 N4 o
pFC. & . 6D, LK\AJSR)O‘N YXLRY - A Wgpr— R Y 4T }@'?' g
S ktf%‘"“"‘" . Dsoro Oro. ~ ! Outs. Ertorsd B veme ron ;e
L : O, Axy, Oher - T ny Cpx . : o

SBPorcm:ul [L2a]]



. SA,

\ BARBARA FOLICE DEPARTMENT

Cass No._ A~

of

- - . - /
CTIONS: For cramen sgainwt personls) seiecy, Droprists secron buiove fis_, Sex Crime, Aobbery, ar Feloe..  clavh), ard
s chosss ThE ML 1 OUS THNe CLamlicatsin. _ung the foliowng orders |, Homwode piete the lield ¢ with

otfermses,
. and 4. Felony Anault,

CRIME/INCIDENT REPOR™ . -

e); 2. Sex Crme: ).

Mnm'mbo--.rww
Robbery

SEX CRIMES

VICTIM-SUSPECT .
AELATIONSHIP t) Choce)

A1.0 Famity Founa

A2.C Reatre

A3[] x-Boytoenarsoouse .
AL.Tmat ma BarsRetsParty
AS. D v, My

AS.O sur reichmuw

a1.0 wenre

A0 vic, whking

A9.2Y posen a1 Officer

8).00 otters Vic. Gitt

82.0 Ofters Vic, Assistance
8.0 Aareven Vic. Atnistance
84.5 4597211 /0vh0r Acy
‘83.0 Am, vic/SvL Advart
86.05 Lwree Vicsisol,

METHOO/FORCE
TRICK USED {1 Croicey

1.0 phnotorcea

¢2.2 Bouna/Cuihia
- Cavgre

Ca.0 Beat ue

€3.0 Other Weroon
Dl.o. Fhesits Omiy
D2.5 Trieh 00 Decestion
04,0 Metum Conrent

DM‘. Unasie to Consnt

08.0 Otrer

SUSPECT ACTIONS {3 Crowcest

Miasturdation .
07 — Vic. 1o Sun
08.0 Sus. to v,
01.0 Mutua (Same Tima)
€1.0 vic to Sant

C5.0) Cnonea €2.9 sut 10 S0
C6.5Z BusLeit Marg '

c1.Q Fruerrm Oedd lation
ce. D Kate €3.5] Ve to Sun,

£4.0] Sus. 5o Vic,

£5.0 Mutusl (Same Tima)
£6.0 vic. 10 Sut Asu *
€7.5 Eae V. Moura. Face

Intsecouna/Rape
€8.03 Sun on Tos

£9.0 vic. on Tos

F1.0 Sus. Unavie 1o Achieve Eraction .

£2.0 condom uite
F3.0 Simuisies ntercoune
Fa.3 socomy

Miscoitansou

75 2 Gaavim Utes

FL.22 DebcationsUeematron

¥ 3 Porng Mawi Und

F3.0J Protowaons vcum

Q.1 Capondg Jent .

[ Pul Haad on Vi, Gend g
G 3 Reavent 16 Sew vic Geniran

b4

G9.0 Bound/Giagsa vic.

11.0 Businers Tansaver

242.0 Entereo 23 Customaer

120 Force Vic. 10 Lav an Floor
140 Forca vic. 1o Oden RegsSale
. | %3.0 wiem vic venicis .

{ 4.0 xiamapoea vie. -
we.0 Kaowiedee of Business

33, 3 Pnywca Force
J8. 3 Purss Sasten

33. O Stolen Ve, Uted
36. (O Sus. Cases Ases
J7. O vie. Tois 10 Count

38. [ vie. Toid to Go te Reas

9. [] vertal Tvaaty
x1.0 otne

®3. 0 Congucting Bus,
K30 At vome

x3.0) Golng.To/From
K$. 0 waining

K7.0) ta Vie. Vehicle
K8, {3 tn Sus Vedicle
x9.0) Riging BicycH
L1. O A Cusramer

12. 0 Otaer

) 87.0) Puotic Aetroom :‘_:: Shaves Genday
B8R 0 Bystic Transportation pod umh Qaor . .
> Tany DWW oDes
°2 il Goe Fipy Dsmobea
’ G7.3 Ciner
. ROBBERY . ]
- . METHOO OF ATTACK 12 Choxes) VICTIM ACTIVITY SUSPECT CARRIED VALUABLES - 3
2.0 Bhnatoiarg Vie. 5. TX Wyttiote weabon HThoxe) WEAPON IN 1} Crowe) PLACED IN /
Go.0 Booe : sz, -D‘Nou Ua * X2.0) Openung/Closisy .0 unkrown T Chowcel
L4 O Sus ot Armee W, G Unkaown
& T ms. O Hane
L4 0 3nouider Homter e, O Pocnet .
[ L2, O wix, moinar/sane 7.0 By -
-

M1, 0 Bocket (Cout)
M2.0 ‘Pocket 1Pants)
M3.0 Other

My, O ven
me. (5 O,

FELONY ASSAULT

£

TIVE/CAUSE
. BE]

YYPE (1 Croice)

EXTENT OF INJURIE

N3, £ Drug Arlated
21, O Aconol Relateg

Pe. O Resuit ot T/C
Q1. 0 scroot Proviem
Q2. D poytriena/GuMrisna
Q3.0 Other

NE&. 0 Mistaksa tasntily
N?.0 Drunkenness
Ne.D Other

N2, Revenge
N).g Money P2. O Snicer Astack

- N4, O Love Yriangte Py, O Riot/taree Pacty
NS, O Jesieury 24, O Ging Retatea

p3. O Famity Disovie
Ps. O cnlis Avuse

P7, O rvigvborhood
Pe. O Lancioro/Tenant. .

JREATMENT
11 Choksy 11 Croxny

Az. O Relusss

R C Treatra/nei.

4.0 Aama Hosre.

RS. O Treanas
Tian100rted 1o

: ya
CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS/CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY

OFM 'VA:NH 1

TRADEMARK (2 Cnokes) VALARM (1 Cheico) TYPE OF WEAPON NEAPON USE () Croxe
Z. 0 Unknews . 5. O.Ne Alwm 8. O Mattuactio Tl choka) DESCRITION A Dshot viem
A, O Approscs Vic, from Rur ¢. O Aatvaiea 9. O Dernan U. O vannowa ! ] 8, DISnot at Pance Otrces
- g Al Food 7. O Fotre A O ranagn ' O unennown c gxu ;wm
< Osficato/Urinate -Ssmi-Avto Q. Bive Rswt [- 5 M Dwesre
& " PROPEATY TYPE (3 Chalien . 5. O ranceon n g Coremes . € DIsnot ot Otrer Bunamne
1 € O Cor-awyy Oriver U, 3 Ununown N “Rovolver Nicked F. Osup victm :
F. 8 Cleves Uiae A O Ammad . ¢, O ranceun s. O swont G. Dcut vectom
6. O souna/Caspee 8. O Antigue Ottt Barved , DCwn victim
H. O Hie PromertysReturn €. O Assitancy/ D. O mine 7. O Lomy 1 Dréitten victom
. O Lovkout Usee 0.0 £ O snoteun Sarred 3. Ot vettem
1 2 D Masches Ui [} rocke £. [ Boatly Forts v. O sma Bors K. O CnonersiranstesSutiecate
K. O Odscone writing F. O Parts - - W. [} Large Bors L. Ovaeseten re
C O Presaess-Exit 6. 0 G. O pricuRocn %. [ Dowdie of Weaoon
M. O Rispaoc/Vanen . T O ovorstex Sarred M. J Nene
N. O Selectivs b Property 1/ O Camera/Proto Eous. 1. O xnite/Cutuay Y. [3 soi Action ». O otrer
o 0 . O " Puncture » Pume
2. O specific gaowiedre K. J Comtr/pulicins Mareriars . D cnemicat' Agemt 2. O Semi-avte jpa—
Q. L D) DruswMed, Sudsites X. 3 Exptouve 3. O sawec Ot TMETHOD OF
| B3 M. O Furaitwre L O venkie 4. O reets TRANSPORTATION
od N. O Joweirysprecious Metats M. O RopesBett/Chain 88 Gon Ttre<n
T ©. O motorcyusrmonea~ N. O Simulated 5. O Toy Gun L. Dunsmomwe
w P. O Musical Inrsument weagon s. O roxciey A Daegran
v, Q. O purseswalin 0. O Noas . Kt & Davte
w. " R, 3 Rare ColnwStamps ». O Otrer 7. O rixea ptece 9
x s D Sefs Kodfe C O
y. 7. O Sponimg Gooss 8 O ke rex £ DFset
) 3 V. O stomwBonauCrecks . . O snessont 7. OMotorcsc s Vere
2. w. O TV/siweonriso 0. D Giner D v rar
3 X. O tone ' G'Cg::;‘wc.)j‘ b
4. v. D oiner . ::'Un“- T B
R e | " 2. OOt~ M
*CHP IS0 R ol
*+ C14p SVR 3§ Reauirsa -_,”J{ —

AL

0427



| ~ A BARBARA POUICE DEPARTMEN c;.@.mctq-«{g'(_ai
ooae -/ARREST/ISUSPECT REPOK. ..\ w3 . d -

ALY i Socmd Securvy
,\)\\&NDEL Repeit . - O =
Tolscrore
\’5\—\}. t:\)(_L /4v\1€ @ci\kf(éﬂ CA ‘?kﬂ‘O"X O/
Address (BuasSchoo  Number Tolacrone {Buereas
0.0 Age Pace Hegrd re Hewr Cokex ~ Eye Coor Comms Le 8 o 0 8 Saie
N J»A«&% U o SR s o B |G Jl Pousdeealcn
Voh Le NosSiae Von Yosr u.._‘ Model Body Syle Top Color Botom Corr
WL Unue Charscwnascs : Veh. Deposton, Locaton w10
. Ov Ox
Comparon & G ' Fes , Vooe | JoOR P (RS VR [
Adcroes [Fescdencel  Number Srest c A Cay / B Feiaphone {asdenca)
Mz Gt ' Firs ' /E YTy A S Poce
Adcreem Jewoirce  Mumber Som M/K N S e Telephore Flesence)
P -
£ Sovervie, O v oy omew / . ow __ |ParertOuardanfisiive Nere . Potascrebg
Parers Hosled D N OwwTime : :
m-uw ‘Numbee At Cy Se b Telsphone [Fussterce)
A, Sate e Toleghone (Buswes)
il _ ARRESTONLY ' R
. |Arest Locabon - Number ] Street A Cay : D ot Aroet Te Aevem
: L T
L [pe ot Area On Proveicn or Pacle 1 Yoe P.O.Nane, Arsdicien © | Lo . ’
Orc O wamm Ocaine Oy Owx 0 ror [ omat '
ARREST LEVEL: M-Misdemeancr - F-Feiony - DOﬁmumpm%Bp//
Sune Crarge WFD |- Ofeeoe Coda ‘Warrant N, /&u—.ﬂ Coan el
1 - N ) /
2 /
3 . /"
ASREST ACTION: POTTION: DXSPOSITION. AVEMNLE
O Booked at Jaa [ Bocked at drvente 1es |1 bmw‘::u O Lracrssssd O Powased
0 Bated on Waerers 3 Owenirnd Oroy - / 10 Mist. Compleirt O Relvased O Conneones Remassd
o . 3 Turnea Over Tx [3 Rebw Cout Pretamon
— ;
CACen Avest Statemert :
Yhersly ameut he sbove perxon on Pe o mmmnmmnmmmwlwlammﬂumwmnv-om
N cowt on he day et i N e ot peeds “Not Guiry”, - .
W |°~no- Cm— e p—— Py vy fomorsfhsmess <ZC
- ’ DY U” ’ ’ ' >
: D o 1D Fie [Sowvecr g - Dbkt ADNo Owe E
'6@%M53o?%w3/?~ﬁ‘_{ S -+ 1=
COPYTO: O Padhe O Prodaton O SO/PD  ; Other - : ,

mﬂ—»;onm q

0428



SANTA BARBARA POLICE DEPARTMEMT . _
»,ARHESTISUSPECT REPOH .

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTORS . /'f'.
HAIR LENGTH HAIR STYLE TEETH PHYSICAL BURD FACIAL HAIR \
HARLENDIT Ri-21.%
1 Crocol (1 oot 11 Chocal _CONDMOW 1" Croxey ) 1t Crorcey
0. O Unknomwn 1.0 Unknoen V. D Usiknomn o U, Uninown 0. & Unknown v
A C bad A D Ao/Neral A. C Brohen V. £ Unknown A 0O Twn ADCesn | T Mre
8. O Recocng B O Braced B. D Croched A G 5150w B. O Metwmn 8. 0 R4 Bearg B. 2 Poched
C. B Shont C. G Buawy g C. O Meanng Apcearance C. O FauMeavy C. 3 hn C T Frechles
0. 2 Coktar” 0. O Crewemt D. G Mone 8. G Unoer D 0 Muscular D 3 Fus D Z Pue
€ G Shouvioesr € T Greazy € < Fane-Denbatey T iemence € G Onr EQ EC'ugn
£ 3 Long F S Muktary F. O Gowa-Capped Appedrance . F = F T Medum
G 2 Otrer G. O Pory Tad G. G Siver-Capped C. G Evdence ‘ G0 6. Dk
" T Procested H T Gappwad, o Use ob Sedeturny H. T Tanned
L G Stagm L C Choped Corwolled Z Unghaved L Z Puxy
3 T Wavey Curty J. C Stanea Swdsance 2 Oner 34 & Oer
K. 5 Punk K & Decayee D = Ovmer
e | e © Whg . L G Braces E - Nosmad
KT Oner M [ Pectect L
N. C Normat
0. Omer /
- :
- .
_GLASSES SCARSMARKS/TATTOOS CLOTHING-UNGUE SPEECH - APPEARANCE EXTENT OF
1 Crocm Type 11 Chosce) Location 1) Choscel IV o) W Oy 1 Crock THUMES
V. G Unknown WO Untnown A 3 Face v. U O Unknown . C Upivown "W Ooon
A O None A O Nore 8, 0 Neck X0 CapHm A D) Accemt AQComsvawe | AGNo ey
c -~ B.C Wy 8.0 Lopes B. O Buaress ‘1 B T Mwor Ingury
0.0 C. O Mask . € O Mumbled C. 0 Casun C. T Broken Banes
‘e 2 0. G Undorm 0.0} Oserive 0. O OeryiUnkemn 0.C Sevwrs Laer
F.O £ C CoatJacket E O Lovd, E O Disgused - C PurgtCone;
GO F. O Shwi-8louse F. O Ouist . F.O Py € D Mayhormw
Rna G, O Pants:Skint G. 0O Rapid 4. O My Q Musisson
[y H. Q Shorts H O Stow H. O Wett Groomed F O Pean
L0 1. O Dress L O Swrred t O Other G. 03 Oxtver
K. O X O Shoes 4 O ncéberant . .
LD K. O Gloves K. O Saserso
.\ L C None L O YTakabve e
ND .0 Oer M. Ober TREATMENT
0.0 N. O Normal HAND USE 1 Oroexy
P.O . U D Unknown AD Reked
.0 Descnbe: R ORgt " - - 8.2 TreaedsPe’
A0 LOtet C Z Aomd Homy
0 = Tresns
Transpocied W
=%
Nm'm.:-\S\_)b?EL\ S .S\V\K\ -%&l\.EVS o TS BE 1 ~J
T s
r\)OPJT‘kJVSA/J CALd‘Qp\A)t-A A RSE A,
" | . tiswean toanity o Ioectars) urger penaty of parfury that e information cortained in {1 r—Yaritve Cowrna 7
¥is report, consisting of Pages, is bue and tomect sepepl 39 10 thooe s
maliers therein stated on informason ang bebel, and as 10 1ose Malers | balieve
hem 1o b rua. ) X . [ N,
. —— . - S.q-uu‘ n ] .
-, D 0. Mo | Dee Y Supwrsor © Dw. \DNo lus L
S Whlk oy 29 9Y¢a | A2 . : / i l
——— " < 8
. ‘.
~J) OFM VANH 1

nasn



s S
A o v A a il

S, e
i

S . TTA BARBARA POLICE DEPAF T ENT
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ut page 1 . B ’ ’ Case No. 934~04212
_ Date/Time Reported: 03/01/9¢, 1400 noums
. [.] File Only
Name Type Llast Hame (or Business) ' First Middle Additional Names to be Irdexed -
. »0
Original off;mg Update Additional Cases Reclassify to: Statute Crime Classification - 40Htme.Code
288 pC %o ’ , . .
Reporting Officer 1.0.N0. Div.No. Date Dictated . . : . -
VILKIRS 962 3o 03/01/%% . .
special ln;tnoctiom to Records o REDACTED - -l 1‘
. . : : ’ . : b
" Narrative: ;).
on 03/01/94 at approximately 1400 hours, , came to the Santa i

Barbara Police Department to report-a 288 PC, Child Holest whlch occurred
between the years of 1983 througb 1989..

It should be noted that some of the Chlld molest acts occurred outs:.de of
the statute of limitations. - is now 18 years of - age, these
acts occurred when he was a member of the Santa Barbara Boys Choir at st

Anthony’s Semlnary located at 2300 Garden Street. The molest acts occurred-
when - - was B8 or 9 years of age and ended when he was 14 years

of age; spanning the years 1983 through 1989. The suspect in the case was
the choir director, Robert VanHandel.

told me that when he was a member of the Santa Batbara Boys
Ch01r, his name at that time was . went on to tell me

he has s:mce changed his name, and he now uses his mother’s maiden name of
went on to tell me the reason he has done that is that he

feels that he is starting his life over now and the change of name gives
- him a. fresh start. Even though thls report reflects : as a last nane,
it should be noted that during all of the incidents that mostly occurred

I (swear) (certify) or (declare) under penalty of perjury that
the information contained in this report, consisting of '~ pages,
is true and corrett except a3 to those matters therein stated

on information and betief, and as to those matters I believe

them to ba true. .

Signature
Recoomended/ ( JActivesactive Arrest [ JExcéptional Clearince. ' ]clcsdllcfml { Junfoundéd -
Qurrent Status [ )Cleud Arrest [ ]lnu:tive )Ach{nlsmﬂw ne.rmullbrf-nt 1ssued
"+ Supesvisor 1.0, . Divae. * oate " Division Assigned [ IPatrol
’ . ( nmutlgative
- /. /
Copies [ JDetective - [ 3S.0./P.D. {1P.1.0. - Dats Entered .[ JOTfense [ 1inc.Susp.
To: [ IDist Att’y [ Jother t YProp. [ JArrest { Jvehicte
- ’ [ JInc.Namc 1 YProperty
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Page # 2
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at St. Anthony'’s Seminary, name at that time was.

stated he was a member 6f the Santa Barbara Boys Choir, which had. -
epproiimately 30 members. _ stated his father left whei he was .
epproximately 4 years of age. ~ went on to say that Robert VanHandel,
the choir director, was a father figure_to him and that he trusted hinm.
At:the time of most of these incidents, Robert Van Handel lived at-the: -
-Seminary at St.'ﬁnthony's. ' believes he is now livinq in the
Northern California area.

[ - et el

stated he was in the choir when he was 7 1/2 years of age all the
way through 14 years of age :stated that the offenses occurred;wien -
he was either 8 or 9 years of age, which is 1983 or 1984. _said that [
all of the molest acts completely ended by the time he was 13 years of age
or very early when he was 14 years of age. said.he,went into a drug
rehabiLitationrin December of 1989 at the age of 14. ; said that no
" acts occurred after he went into rehabilitation.

. stated that he really cannot come up with specific dates and times
for what had occurred because it happened so often. said at the:
-tlme, he was 11v1ng with his mother and 51ster at

.and for the most. part all of these ‘molest incidents took place in
Robert VanHandel’s apartment at: the Seminary. said there were also
some trips. that he and other choir members went on which molest acts
occurred as welk& *  said that Vanﬂandel'svapartment was upstairs-at
"the casa," whlch was located on'Seminary grounds.

stated that qulte often -he would stay at Robert ‘VanHandel'
'apartment ‘He stated that always on Tuesday nights and on Sundays he would.

spend the night. said there were sometimes on Thursdays and once
*-.in a while Fridays and Saturdays he would also spend the night at Robert

VanHandel’s apartment. stated that on Tuesday nights, he attended

. fionatfure — - -
‘ 1 o OFM VANH 1
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Page # 3
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the boys choir practice in the afternoon somewhere around 2:30 that lasted
" until about 4:00 or 4:30Q in the afternoon. After that he went to dinner -
at the Seminary and then he attended the mens choir group from about 7:00

P.M. or 7:30 P.M. which ended approximately 9:00 P.M. _ said he wou1d 
then stay at VanHandel'’s apartment. ) D
‘ : . ’ : ’ i : 'E:A-
stated he didn’t. have a father and his mother was a chef working e

ﬁany, many odd shifts, and he hardly saw her. There were times when his
.mother was‘leayinq for work very, very early in the. mofning and there were
times -she worked extremely late. ; said he spent an immense amount
of time at the Seminary staying with Robert VanHandel. *
- In reference to the molest acts that occurred, : stated that when he
did sﬁay at VanHandel’s apartment, 'that he wore pajamas, and just before
bedtime, ' said he was ‘lying almost asleep on a’ ‘bed and that Robert
;_VanHandel vwould come up and start massaging his back or his stomach area,
-whlchever way was lying at the time. . went on to say that
‘Rébert VanHandel would start by massaging him on top of his clothing and
then eventually he would start massaging him.uﬁderneath his pajamas.’
. - said that VanHandel would start massaging his genital area. '
: said he was tryihq to go to sleep and ignored what VanHande} was doing.

believed that VanHandel had his clothes on while he was giving
a massage. "7° did not know if VanHandel tried to masturbate
while giving- " a massage. _ said that there were no words spoken

between them.

-

_ said this occurred always just before he went to sleep at
"'night’ or when they were. on trips.when he took a ‘daytime or afternoon nap:

stated that he did ‘get an erection when VanHandel was
massaging his testicles and his penis area. - " . stressed that at no ”
cle . . - signature -
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time was there any oral sex mvolved and at no time did reciprocate
in masturbating VanHandel. - said these acts of massaging his genital

area occurred until he fell asleep, and this would be at times a half hour'
dura\::.on.

T
Bl e

. stated he did not tell anyone about what had happened, and at the
"time, he did not believe that’ VanHandel was doing anything wrong because
‘this was coming from somecne who he’. ! trusted and loo}ced up to.

In reference to out of town trips, stated that he traveled with
" Robert VariHandel to Canada and believes 1t was Expo 1986. when they were- in
cenada' for approximately three weeks. ; said they traveled in a
camper with two' to three other boys who were in the choir. Rob_e.l’t
VanHandel was the only adult. 3 said that the ﬁassagiﬂg of "his ‘ i

foadet

/ genitals happened while they were in the camper when he { 3) ~would Rt
- sleep-next to VanHandel. said between the years 1984 to 1987, that

he went with Robert VanHandel to Yosemite three to four times. This was

also in a camper, and it was mainly during the Thanksgiving weekend and one
tlme during the Easter break. During these trips to Yosemite, again,

VanHandel would sleep- next. to and .again would molest him by

'massagl_ng his genitals, ' ‘ -

B stated that durmg the summer of 1987, " the entire choir went to
England and traveled Europe. ' stated he could not specifically
remember VanHandel molesting hinm while they were in Europe. - : . ‘

- said there-.are people who could verify he spent. a 1lot of time at
Robert VanHandel’s apartment. stated thera is a person by the first
nane of [JJJJJJJ] BB v2s 2 student at the Seminary and was living in
the same apartment as Robert VanHandel but in 4 different bedroom. _
T livea there for approximately one year. "= . sdid he would be able to
» get an address and telephone number of —throuqh his therapist.

N . - Signature
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stated he would also play with a boy by the first name of
who lived in an adjacent apartment to VanHandel at "the casa.”

’
did .
not know what the mother’ S naine was but believed she had something to do ',

"with the Waldorf School. said that recently played a part

in the movie “Hocﬁs Pocus.* believed that Santa. Barbara Polxce
Department Officer Debbie Da11y would know who mother is, .

3

' In terms of the Statute of Limitation‘s, it is belleved that Robert :
VanHandel spent some time out of the State of Cahforma. Somewhere
between 1982 and 1983, VanHandel took a six month sabbatical to England and
stayed at Abquon near Oxford, although I'm not sure of the name of ‘¥he .
school there. Also, between May of 1992 through June of 1993, the Catholic
‘Church sent Robert VanHandel to a treatment center in Suitland, Maryland,
whj.c}_x~ is just outside of Washinétoﬁ D,'.C'., a place called st. Luke’s.

Current president of the st. Anthony’s Boys Choir is Mananne Hellman. Her
- husband Robert Hellman, is the current choir director. They llve on
cheltenham Road and have access to scrapbooks of the boys choir which may-
‘give more spe.cxfxc dates and times as to when the acts occurred

also believes there is another choir member by the name of ) o
', who may also have been a victim of Robert VanHandel’s. ° ' \

belieVes that Marianne Hellman might( ‘be able to supply the address and
telephone number of to verify.

Refer to Investigative Division.

Jmxr
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April 23,1992

REDACTED

To begin, let me remind you that while I was recovering from

.my illness, I told you-that I néeded to talk to you. The time for the

talk never came because I was still weak and you had the demands
of a‘hectic schedule and move facing you.

Dear Robert,

Had that talk occurred, ‘I would have told you that we had
.learned that a member of your Franciscan community, in addition to
Phil Wolfe, had engaged in sexually inappropriate behavior with
one of our boys when he was quite small that was upsetting to him
at the time it was occurring. The memory remains with him.

1 would have told you and I wxshed to tell and
the others of your organization that it is clear that many of the
activities you 'men undertake are to6 dangerous to young people and
yourselves to be continued. The risks are too great . The potental

" for damage to even one young person. outweighs any good these
may accomplish. The price of the life of even one child is too high.

I would have told you that the Boys Choir, as it is presently

structuréd, should not be. continued and you should not be

involved in similar organizations in the future. There is oo much

opportunity for unsupervised time between one child ‘and one -

greatly trusted adult. Traglcally, ‘we have all lived the danger
inherent in the all male seminary high school boarding school,
where authority, trust and love can and did become destructively
mixed with drives for sexual power, satisfaction and institutional
authority., Gender-segregated and therefore gender-imbalanced
activities are simply too dangerous to continue. They are imbalanced
and too easily lead to aberration.

I would have told you that solo visits to your résidence . and

"overnights” by youngsters must be stopped They are too '

~ dangerous to you and the cl:uldren

OFM VANH 1
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This is what we learned at Chrisumas time. When one of our
boys was a little boy, on various occasions when you put him to bed

you gave "back rubs.” The “back rubs" involved stroking the back.

chest, stomach, lower abdomen and thlghs in the groin area. He
recalls that the stroking occurred very close to and around the
genitals He recalls his discomfort and embarrassment on one
occasion that his lightweight knit pajamas would reveal the erection
that your "back rub” had stimulated. He rémembers the color and
style of the pajamas. Ido, too. He was probably around ten years
old when he wore them :

We also learned at Christmas that when he wsxted your office
~on certain. occasions you and he played darts. The stakes were that

if he'won he would’ get money.- If you won, you could give him a’

"back rub” as described above. He recalls you offered him a pair of
"thin shorts" to change into during the back rub. He said he was
not comfortable'with that and refused to change into them.

There should be no need for further comment on the obvious

‘inappropriate use of the child or the sexual seductiveness of this

- type of physical touching and game playing . - It should be enough
simply to say we have all suffered too much because of matters such
as this to make fnvolous charges of this nature. :

Robert’, you know how we have loved you and trusted ybu
with our lives. We gave our lives and our love to support what you

believed in and wanted. Everything we owned was yours. That

couldn't extend to that which we as parents don't even own-—that is
the right to touch our chxldren s bodies in a sexually seductive or

. using manner..

‘Our concern extends beyond our family to the wide

~ opportunity you have for individual one-on-one time with many *

little boys.. When I spoke to.you about Phil Wolfe's ternble

- . molestation of our sons, you must remember I told you your order

must talk of these matters openly so that those with such inclinations
can obtain psychological help before they destroy.themselves and

others. Robert, have you received such help? Adequate help? Are

. you refraining from these dangerous times alone with children? |

" should tell- you I have lost confidence in the expertise and
impartiality in this special area of concern of a mental health .

professional in Santa Barbara known to both of us, While he is good

OFM VANH 1
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in many ways, | don't believe his prdfessional help in this
particularly demanding area is adequate help

Because _we have shared our lives (and had hoped to continue

this sharing) you know how much we have loved you. You must be =

able to guess the pain that surrounds this letter. We can only guess

your pain in receiving it. We hope it will reinforce the desperate

imperative you have to obtain help and remove yourself from
- potentially dangerous contacts with young boys.

Our purpose in writing- this letter is to protect other children. A
copy is being sent to- to help you and him as
Provincial Minister to keep the seriousness of this matter and the

- . obligation for appropriate follow up in treatment and assignment

clearly defined for you both. We also carbon Bishop Ziemann. He

must know the full scope of the problems in this area of concern.

None of us can afford to live ini a fool's paradise any longer in so far
as these matters are concerned. _

Sincerely,

Ren ‘
S04 Crep REDAGTED

CONCUR . -

REDACTED
1! us,.J_J‘/ ‘“)JLJD
o ‘ " Rev. Melvin Jurisich
~ Bishop Patrick Ziemann = - -
. Rev.
| OFM VANH 1
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Page : : ’ Case No. 92-95066
, Date February 19, 1993/pb
. () Fite Only .
Name Type Last Name (or Business) . " first “Hidale Additional Names to be Indexed
v - .
Original Offerae Update Additional Cases Reclassify to: Statute Crime Classification, Offerse Code
. suse cIrcs . . ST . ]
. Reporting Detective 1.0.X0. Div.Ho. Date Dictated : -
Der. P. NcCaffrey &051 :.o. 02-09-93 . TED .
. Special Instructions to Records - RED AC
Narratives

I was contacted by Dep. Chief J. McCoy who had mformation regardmg a
pcssible molestation victim. Chief McCoy requested I contact
, and obta).n ‘a statenment. '

I contacted ) by ;Sh,one. referred to a report‘made
'By alleging molestation. stated that he is a fomer
member of the seminary 'school at St. Anthony’s Seminary; 2300’ Garden St

said. approximately 8 or 9 years before, he. ‘had been touched
ina;ipropriately by a priest named Robert Vanhandel. was reluctant
to discuss exactly what happened. - said he would be willing to
write a statement that would be included in a report previously made by the
parents of ’

I received a handwritten letter from . The letter relates that on .

several occasions, Robert Vanhandel had given him back rubs and tummy rubs
“-while’ » was staying in the semipnary dorm. There was never any

genltal contact. ‘ said that eventually he would just pull  the

covers over his head which stopped Vanhandel from bothering him.

said this hgppeng_d when he was either 14 or 15.

1 (swear) (certify) or (declars) under penu{y of pcrh.}y that .
the information contained in this report, consisting of §™ pages,
s true and correct ucept as to those matters therein stated- |

on information and belief, and as to those matters ! believe . - '
thes to be true. : signature “&ﬁ_/)ﬁ%‘?‘____ .

Récomended/ - [ JActive/Active Arrest  { JExceptional Clearince  LiCTosedyReferral U Junfounced
Current Status [ JClosed Arrest £ Jlnactive © [ JAdiinistrstive Clearanceé/Marrant l3sued
Supervisor 1.D.o. . piv.¥o. : pate Division Assigned [ JParrol
. .. . - LATrvestiqative
—gn.‘/ 5504 : '_._.I&I_.l’z ﬁ.
@ Copies JADetective {1s.0./p.D. - . [iP.1.0. — " Dats Entered [ JOffense . 1 11~ tap.
% TJo: [ IDist Atr'y { JOther _ T [ JProp. T JArrest L. UNY

t )lm Name § oo ewely
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Page # 2

I then reviewed Case 92-9066. The report consists of a letter sent?by
, age 50 years, who is the mother of :
The letter discloses that

told his nother about xnapproprxate

-sexually related touching committed by Robert Vanhandel. ' felt .
was about 10 years old when this happened (approximately 12 years
ago). THe tOUChlng consisted.of back rubs, stomach and abdémen rubs, and

touching of the. thighs: and groin area. There was no. disclosure that there
was any genital contact. The letter sent to SBPD is only a copy of a .- - .
letter sent to different.Franciscan priests who supervise Robert Vanhandel.

I contacted father of He was 1nvolved in a
.comm1ttee that was locking into the allegatlons of sexual abuse .committed
. by Francxsean priests at St. Anthony Seminary. Note that in 1989, another
Franciscan priest, Phillip ﬁolfe, was arrested and convicted for moiésting

' and his brother, See Case 89-5806. ;

;was concerned that there may be_many other yietims of sexual abuse who had
attended either the seminary or participated -in fhe Santa Barbara. Boys
Choir which was directed.by Robert Vanhandel until May 1992. said
that the committee organized to investigate these incidents included a
psychiatrist, a lawyer, and a Franciscan priest. The spokes person for the
group is Geoffrey Stearns, a Santa Barbara attorney. _ -suggested I

.-contact him for update 1nformat10n '

1 éontacted Geoffrey Stearns byiphone. His group was looking into the
allegations that” occurred to members of the ‘seminary only and .not to
nembers of the choxr. Stearns sa1d the seminary school had disbanded in
June 1987. This was not because of any allegation of sexual abuse.
Stearns said the group is interested in finding v1ct1ms of sexual abuse so
“that counseling could be provided. ' Individual members will have an optlon
‘of contacting the police department if these choose. Stearns said he would.
be  mandated to report any incxdents of sexual abuse per Californla state
‘- reporting requirements. Stearns was aware that generally there 15 a six
year statute of limitations reqarding sexuval nolestation cases. . Stearns

signature A0 /2. m -
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said that becausa the school had closed nearly six years ago, there would -

[) Case No. 92-9066
Page # 3 v

‘not be many students who had been possibly molested, which could result in
" oriminal prosecution. To his knowledge, any student who had made

allegations, were from pre&ious years and were well beyond any statute of
. limitations. At this tlme, Stearns only knew of incidents of inappropriate

touchzng which did not 1nc1ude any acts of oral’ copulation or genxtall

-contact. stearns said he and the committee are in the process of drafting

Ta lettef to be sent to ‘all known former members of the semlnary. All

students who contact him will be told that they have an option to contact :
- pollce. . ’

" I-contacted.the lay director. of the Santa Barbara Boys Chozr, Mary bnn .
Helman: She was aware of all the allegationhs. She felt that f{}
.and the " parents had blown the incidence of sexual molestation
regarding Robert Vanhandel  out of proportion. She believes that
! inappropriate touching did take place; but that the affected parents were
trying to blame all their children’s’ problems on these fairly- ninor
-incidents. Helman said that she was part of a committee that had sent a
letter to all known former choir members or their parents in october 1992.
The - commlttee -included Dr. Scott Gorsuch and Father - state
director of the Franciscan church.  The ietter explains that Robert -
‘Vanhandel p0551b1y touched boys inappropriately in a sexual manner. All
parents ot former ch01r members were: 1nstructed to contact Gorsuch for
advise or counseling. This counseling was paid for by the .Franciscans.
Helman was not aggre of any other 1nc1dence of sexual abuse than
and To . hex knowledge, these acts had occurred ten years ago or
_longer.

I-eontacted Dr. Scott Gorsuch by phone. Dr. Gorsuch said that he had been
. ‘contacted in . regards to two students who alleged being touched
.inappropriately by Vanhandel. Gorsuch said the allegations did not meet
"_the state’s reqnirements of reporting the incidents to the police dept.
_Gorsuch said that because of his doctor/client privileqer,he would not

Signature DL
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divulge the names of the students, but would relay the nature of the
incident. Gorsuch said a letter had been sent to all formgf‘choir members,
He received about 12 phone calls from parents expressing concern and askipé
for advise on how to‘questiqn their children. He later received a call
from a father of a former. choir member. The father said his son is now 21
or 22 years old and is atfending college in the bay area. The father had
questioned his son who stated that Vanhandel had played a strip game with
' hlm. This involved the boy meetlng Vanhandel in his office. They would
then play a game of darts. If the boy won, he received 25 cents. If he
lost, he had to. str1p down to his underwear. The boy did not expése his
genltals, ‘nor was he touched by Vanhandel. ' -

.Goksuch received a call from.a mother who stated both her sons had been
molested. The older one would speak with Gorsuch, . but the younger one

ould not. Dr. Gorsuch was then contacted by the older son. He is now

’ J%bcﬁt 22 years old. He stated that over 10 years before he was in the

: .cholr. —Vanhandel met him in his office and had taken nude photographs of
him. =~ There was no mentiocn of any- actual genital touching. ‘The boy did’.
receive back rubs from Vanhandel. The boy’s mother now had the photos that
were taken. Gorsuch did not know how fhelmother'obtained these,

Dr.’ Gorsuch said he does not anticipate receiving any more phone calls or
referrals because a certain amount of time has elapsed. Goxrsuch said that
several parents of.boys in the choir felt very strongly about the issue and
- about their sons being touched.  Gorsuch had no other. information
suggesting thatzgny more intrusive sexual touching had occurred.

at this time there does ﬁot'appear to be aﬁy'information that suggests
'Robert Vanhandel commltted a .sexual - molestatlon that would amount to a
' felony filing. There is no information that suggests that any touching of
an inappropriéte nature occurred within the last 6 years. I recommend this
‘case be closed at this time, sent to the D.A.’s office for review only.

Signature .. /)’7 s




SP*= & BARBARA POLICE DEPARTF™\)
CRIN._...ICIDENT FOLLOW-UP CONTIL. __TION

- case No. 32-906§
Page ‘' # 5

, . ADDITIONAL - NAMES

Fian ;
FUATRMSFIRT Y

NPT s

" -Helman, Mary Ann : .
Telephone: 682-5473 or 682-5641 .

Goxrsuch, Scott E., Dr. R R
@ Address: 115 W. Arrellaga St., Santa Barbard, CA
Y Telephone: 966-2959 -

'REDACTED
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Bates Numbers 445-449 were ordered removed by the trial court.
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Bates Numbers 451-452 were removed by the Plaintiffs at the request of the Franciscans.



MEMO TO:
, .FROM: -
RE: Robert's civil attorney RED ACT E D

"DATE:  September 22, 1994

I had a long talk with Skip Howie, Robert's civil attorney in San Jose. He had -
several issues on the agenda:

1. Robert's name in the lawsuit: he wants to talk with Nick Heldt but
he feels that Robert should default on it (I gather that means not to
respond). As Skip putit: why should the friars pay an attorney
to protect Robert's assets when he doesn't have assets? They can
sue Robert for any amount but ifhe does not have anything, then
they can't get anything. In addition Robert's in jail so what does he
care? Ibelieve Skip is trying to save us some money.

2. He is trying to figure out for himself what he can do for Robert.
He genuinely likes Robert and feels that he ought to do something,.
@ - He talked about going down to Wasco. As Robert's attorney,
' : he could get in but will that cause more problems especially -
if he tries to get Robert protected. He would be taking on the
_prison system and that might hurt Robert more. That is why
he really does not know what to do.

3. In connection with #1, he wanted to know if the insurance carriers
- agreed to defend Robert. Isaid to the best of my knowledge each
of the carriers has denied that they have an obligation to defend
the individual friars. That is why he thought it best for Robert
to default.
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Bates Number 454 was removed by the Plaintiffs at the request of the Franciscans.
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Bates Numbers 458-460 were removed by the Plaintiffs at the request of the Franciscans.



Bates Numbers 461-464 were ordered removed by the trial court.



pc288(a)
SANTA' BARBARA COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

A ~ Case No. 940304737
Plaintiff Crt. No.-

g
. I : .
“ ST - 443385¢
. )
|
|

. " THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

. A FELORY COMPLAINT
"ROBERT MICHAEL VANHANDEL .

) Defendant(s) »
' : : St vcribara Murdcipai Court
FILED '
' The under51qned is’ xnforned and beTYéves that L )
P , - R - MAR 27 1994

_ 7/1 1% . >
On and between Fébrdar 1, 1987 and September 30 1989, in ‘the above named
‘Judicial ‘District, the crime of LEVD ACT UPON A CHILD, in’violation.of PENAL
CODE SECTIOH ZBB(a),‘a Felony. was comnitted by ROBERT HICBAEL V%RHANDEL vho
did willfully, unlavfully, and lewdly commit a Iewd and lascxvious act upon and
with the body ind rertaln ‘parts and members thereof of JOHH DOE, a child under :
the age ot tourteen-years with the 1ntent of arousing, appeal1nq to and
- B ‘qratifv:ng the lust pass:ons ‘and sexual desires of. the ‘sajid defeudant(s) and:
V ‘the said chila. 1t is further alleged that the above offense is a serious
felony within the meananq of Pena] Code’ SEctlon 1192. l(c]lél

"NOTICE: Conviction of this offense will reqiire you to ;eq;stg;'pursuénf
to Penal Code Section 290. "Willfu) fakluréAyb-regisper is a cripe.f

'*ﬁOTICE: Pursuant to the prbvisioné of PC Section 293. S'thé use 6f
pseudonyn~"Jahe or John Doe'. if it appears 1n the conpla:nt or infornatxon is
for’ purpdses of- prorectlnq the prxvacy of the alleqed v:ctim '

. A‘i “' . . f_l XX K * ¥
- : ,f>3E;hY{ . 47f 2]
t%‘ﬁf~"ﬁ;.-. Page 1 |
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\.\, E;i Putsmmt'}o 'Pe;a‘l' Beist tidon 1054 eob: .
e reque%éng that a!f “goun:
Penal b&e Bection Y954, '3 o
s Akfe sl Y A : , 2
Fufé&riat?{;ed 1}:‘;’2‘{(5’} 3 Pt:%fd'lr él.ted- herein are w
,{‘;‘5;‘;;‘5“{"’? a law enforgg:”éu@' ;: ncy vhich the undersiq ‘zm '
:‘."""":px:q}qgfkggause for the arrest of defendant(s) ROBERT HI RASEY NSAS

Locitvay

8> UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORREC?Z
COHPLAINT CORSISQS_QF l COUNT(S)

‘_ o E'Xecuted at SANTA BARBARA, }cayfornla on Haﬂc“;z,/ "1594 ﬂ({/

. .
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) RONALD J. ZOHEN o
DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORHEY .

AGENCY :- SBPD

S _ _ BOOKING  BATL .
‘DEFENDANT CII NoO. DOB . "NO. "RECOM’D
* VANHANDEL, ROBERT HI . 502747 T .

cusToDY
__ R'TH DATE NCIC 3
wAReAT M .

Pause T
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SANTA BARB.ARA MUNICIPAL COURT
: OR/BR REPORT : .
25 MARCH 1994 . | . : . DOB: 47/04-02-47

unN,HANDEL,'ROBEﬁT MICHARIL, .

" CHARGE: 288(A) pe

-OFPBHSD The. subject was arrested on warrant #443356 j.ssued at the
- . request of the,  Santa Barbara: Police Dept on March 17, 1994.

Detective Mike McGrew began his investigation .on ‘March 7, 1994,
following. .the complaint of a former student at St. - Anthony’s
Seminary, ‘Santa.Barbarxa, CA. The ‘warrant was issued based on the
allegations of sexual abuse in violation of .288(a) PC on the
former member -of thé :Santa Barbara Boy’s- Choir based .at St. . -
Anthony’s Seminary, Santa Barbara, CA. _The: multiple incidences.
involving the vi&tim in this action are reported to have.started in

1983 and continued unabated.until 1989. The offensés appear to be:- -
B limited to the repeated exrotic stimulation and fondling the. of boys .
" whose ages ranged from age eight (8) te age fourteen (14). . No. -
.-oxal copulation or sodomy -incidents are alleged.or acknowledged to

have been a partr of this abuse pattern. The subject’ was- arrested,

- without 1ncxdent, on 03-22-94 at St. Francis Retreat HonSe, San.-
" Juan Baupt:.sta in San Benito County, Cal.l.forzua The subjects baJ.l-.'
" has been set a $250 000. 00..

-RESIDENCY/EMPLOYMENT The subject was res:.dmg at the St Francis

Retreat = Cénter. at ‘San Juan Bauptlsta, ‘in. San .‘Benito Cournty,

. «California. The telephone number there is.(408) 623-4234. He was
"~ placed there following his release from the tréatmént :progranm- at

St. Luke Institute, Suitland, Maryland. He had beern. placed.at St.

" Luke’s from June 1992 for thirteen (13) months ‘until he was '
‘transferred to St. Francis in- July 19393, He remained there,

entering another treatment program, until his arrest on the above- -

' -tcharges on Maxch 22, 1994

-When the defendant was transferred to st. Franc:.s in San Juan .

Bauptista he entered the therapy program . offered by: Pacific -
Treatment Associdtes in Santa Cxruz, CA. He attended a combination -
of individual and group counseling four (4) times per week: -The
program site is located about a 45 minute drive from St. Francis.

This progran'z' is also: used by the 'Santa Cruz County Probatlon
-Départment f£6x, those persons on its caseloads ‘that exhibit ‘problems
-.of a sexuwally deviant nature. - In- addition to .being involved in .

counsel.mg as noted abOVe he also attends the Twelve’ (,12) Step

" program through S.L.A.A. (Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous) telephone

... #(408)423-2377.. The subject is report:edly being tailight to avoid
"~ situations that would tempt him.to re-enter the ranks. of .active. -
¢hild molestation: Whilé the defendant still has Semal fanta!ues

and -thoughit of young. boys-he “is new. im:. a; utfon S =
control ., ‘He has’béen ass: =1 B P %%T iin-a .

position of hav.mg an lnflueﬁee'eirer' oF. assbcrata’on W 'th children. . -
The subject states that he is’ never _sure when his ‘touching, '
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SANTA BARBARA.HUNICIPAL COURT #FOUR
OR/BR REPORT HEARING PAGE 2

25 MARCE 1994'

HANDEL, ROBERT MICHAEL

RBSIDBNCY/EHPLOYHENT. (CONT Yy

‘tlc)chng, and huggmg .of the ch:.ldren would go from expressing love.
and happ).ness and began to enter the realm of molestation.

PRIOR RECORD

. The subject has. no prior arrests His NCIC, DMV, :GI;BT'S. _a_re‘_

returned clear

_ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The subject is a’ Catholic Priest who was
- removed . from active sexvice in that office follow1ng a letter dated

June 23, 1994 and mailed to the subject, plus three superigrs or

. colleagues, from a parxént of an earlier victim. -.The heartache and

loss of faith that runs th):ough this entire case:is..embodied in
that letter. The. letter was without rancor but- expressed in. no’

“uncertain. ‘terms - that'. the Bubject was badly in. ‘need: of - help, he -

should never be’ allowed to bé.in a.position to have even.the most

‘ -casual contact with chlldren, ‘and- that’ he should .not function as a

minister or priest’ ‘ever ‘again. -According.to.the defendant that
appears to have been the react:.on of hJ..S super:.ors also ’

_Thé ‘onsét of the. abuse; ln this. case only, is establ:.shed as
-.occurring’ on a regular basis :frem. March 1983 and conta.nued ‘to
September 1989. At that time the victim who was ‘then, fOurteen (14)
- yeaxs old entered a drug rxehabilitation program.. Accord:.ng to

Ppolice reports the nature of the incidéiits cont:mued to. involve the.

. .increasingly erotic rubbing of the wvidtim’s “stomach, bare Yack,.
“legs, " and. eventually extending . beneath the clothing to - the -
. genitalia of the "young -victims. The defendant's victims - were -
: almost always selected from among the eight (8) to fourteen (142)
-yéar .old. The subjéct was almost ‘always seen by the boys ‘as a

"father figure",. an authonty f:.gure, and a trusteéd member Of the
victims . "extended. family®. ‘This deception . and’ molestation’
continued doring the- .years of 1993 until 1989 acco:cding to this

particular victim. - Reportedly, the - six (6) year statute of
. lxmtatlonsqbas ‘expired  oh approximately fifteen (15). other cases
that ‘are not::cons:.dered ag part of .this actiom. .-

‘So far as thls officer i%. awaxe the etx.ology .0f " the exposure of‘

" " this case can be att.rlbuted ta oné of the: earlxex: V1ct,ims whose
. 'parents wrote a letter: to, the defendant outlihing the elements of. .-
the. abuse that their son . had =~ suffered ‘at the  hands “of - ‘this

defendant . That lettex: was sent to ‘the defendax\t on Bprl.l 23,

. 1992. It was Smultanem!sly sent to. three (3)I'of the: de
‘supexiogrs. A tly: , A Nt
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SANTA BARBARA ‘MUNICIPAL COURT # FOUR
OR/BR HEARING REPORT PAGE 3

25 MARCH 1994
'VAN HANDBL ROBERT MICHAEL g
_ADDITIONAL INFORHATION-~(CONT )

~ and place him in the treatment program at St _Luke's at Sultland,
Maryland where he essentially remained until his transfer to St.
Francis- into another treatment modality. The: subject xeports’ that .
he is taklng, by injection, an unspec1f1ed dosage of Depo-provera,
which is a-'testosterone suppressant, as a component of 'his .
treatment. The defendant ‘does not express a belief that-he is now
.- or'will ever be *cured” of his illness. What he does _gtate- is that. -
. he is. learning to antlcipate and avoid- s;tuations where he:might be.
réquired to.make a conscious choice régarding his overt behaviorx.
For example; he does not stroll down streets wlthout purpose, does
not go near shopplng malls -to. just brouse, If he is. required to go
shopplng he goes straight to where his’ ltems are located and leaves
the area 1mmed1ately :

When questloned in reference to his self concept he expressed a:
_tremendous and ever .present sense of remorse, of not bexng'able ta

~ put his life. back together ‘in a meaningful manier. He xeflected on- .
" his feeling of deep sorrow on his loss of being able to help. people

as a priest. He. acknowledges the: wisdom of ‘the restrictions -that’
_Have been. placed on by the. chukch and what will most" 1ikely :be’
"imposed by.the state. He anticipates a perlod of -prison and’ then
his eventunal return to- the Franciscan life. as a bookkeeper for a
© retreat that is. isolated. : The- subject. . has two' masters degrees and
is consxdered hlghly 1ntellxgent. ' : S

In addition to two 1nterv1ews w1th the subject this officer has
- read. and viewed documents .and “personal- journals’ written - by ‘the
defendant. That the deferidant has reflections of suicidal-thought -
processes. is interwoven in-his-writings. This.was .considered as a..
problem solving techniqué’or solution when hé .would- qontemplate the
cost of exposure for what he has done. - He has tremendous fears of
going’ to jail and this is compounded ‘by his realization and
acknowledgement that he will be classified as a pedophile while in
custody. However, this does fiot prevent his’ feelings of arousal i
reférence tg.young boys. The arresting- officer notes  that-the
~defendant has several contacts and .friends: outefde. of the U.S.A.
These could concelvably be- eonsrﬂered as Hayvens and refuges if the
subject wére released and succumbed to thé temptation to give in to
an impulse to run. ' The subject stated that he was :not seeking a
reléased from custody. Further he. related that he has: no place to
go. 'that - would accept him. n.Cy prevlously notéd thé defendant.
_ e%petts his fyture to 1ncl'de a» S e SUBIEE R
_:ahim§élf the-subgeot of & 36 :’43;"*‘" SIS Y, .
. He accepts IéSPOﬁSlbllltY:fQ -pBEpEtudLIan BF ‘;,téﬁaency‘for-th94
~_abused to 1ater in life becomlng the abuser and in turn creating
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SANTA BARBARA MUNICIPAL-COURT #4
" OR/BR HEARING REPORT PAGE 4

"25 MARCH 1994 .

VAN HANDEL, ROBERT MICHAEL

' ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (CONT.): - o .,'

another link in a very sordid and traglc contlnuatlon of harmful'
behavior. .There is little doubt in the mind .of this writer and.

also in the mind of the defendant that the defendant has caused
lrreparable damage .to ‘many. of his ‘victims. = The .church -has

"'..cohtacted all of those students who were effected-by- this and

‘others and provided psychiatric.and: psychological counseling in an
. effort to contaxn and. correct the damage in as far as they could do
.80, :
" There have been 1o formal reference contacts made in thlS defendant

behalf in that.the Court did not grant the Unit sufficient time to
" conduct a thorough investigation between -arraignment and this OR/BRT

~ - Hearing. BAn effort was made to contact them but as yet this writer

‘has’' not had any responsé from them.. This writer does not believe
.that. the provided references are hesitant to assist the defendant,
_but rather there has been an lnsuffiCLent amount of time allowed xn
thls case. .

gThe defendant is not an acceptable candidate for 0. R. consideration
- for several reasons. The defendant was and must.be returned to his
treatment mode if and when he is released under any.circumstances..
.He is-not now and most llkely'w111 never. be “cured*. Of:his tendency
to thlnk and, -given the c1rcumstances, react as a’ pedophile ‘He
has, in his words, no place to live that i$ convenient to the Court’
. for future hearlngs The needed and necessary treatment modallty'
- is.not -available in this area. . The deféndants thought control is
insufficient to provide an adequate deterrent to his sexual
- tendencies. So far -as is known the ‘church . -will .not be able to
'provide reasonable supervision nor duplicate the living environment:
~that_is vital to this defendant. There.is a natural tendenGy . for’
the’ subject .to want to flee this area in that it is hear that his

.- worst nightmares were realized and even now continue to unfold. Out.

of his  therapeutic milieu the subject is very near _the
consideration provided in Section 1275 of. the.Calif. Pepal Code.
'The subject . fears facing his victims or their parents. - All of ‘the
above contribute to the reasonable consxderat;ons leading to the ’
denlal of aj'0D.R. release.. : . :

RBCQHHENDATION THAT 0. R BE. DENIED/ THAT BAIL BE SET IN ‘AN AMOUNT
-OF NOT LESS THAN $250; 000 00

'RES-ACTTULLY SUBMITTED, I pnnxz,uatqh 25, 1994.
Gl e

. Own Recognizance Supervisor
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--SANTA.BARBARA POLICE DEPARTMENT
* VICTIM CONFIDENTIALITY REQUEST |

-Based on’ Section 6254") of the Cahfomua Govemmen( Code as a vncnm of any of

the crimes enumerated below. your name is a matter of. publsc record; however, your

address is conhdemual ‘Pursuant to California Penal Cade Section 293(a), you may’

.request thar your -name be: kept ‘confidential, to ba réleased oniy to the prosecutmg_‘ ’

district attorney. if you are the victim of rhore than one crime, you may reqguest that '

inférmation disclosing that you have been thie victim of any of the belaw enumerated
~ crimes be deleted trom.any accompanymg crime feport. (Note: if the’ victimis) is a

) mmo: the parent or Iegal guardlan may exerc:se lhe mmor s nghl to prlvacy )

T iThs wwvcnaplns only to S!cuons 267, 264,264.1, 273a, 2734 2735 286 288, 2880 285 422 8. 4?2] i

ora22. 75 of tho Cal:forma Penn Code I}

I HAVE BEEN ADViSED OF MY RIGHTS IN THIS MATTER AND
_'IVI/(WAIVE MY RIGHT TO PHIVACY IN THIS MATTER
(

| WISH.TO EXERClSE My RIGHT TO PRIVACY AND REQUEST MYy NAME BE:
KEPT CONFIDENTIAL o "

ST b I

A

{ !3 4&,;;;‘,\ Uu L:;LD
Signature of wcnm onnamnuguard:an

Signature of officer making admonishmént:

OFc ¢ L) LA . o b3

g F.nn_\l‘(-_]us Da'e 3"~ 2>~ I\J

’REDACTED

'““"0“05 PERSONNEL: THIS SHEET suouwxg KEPT N ms mr OF THE: nccommvm CRIME -~ =~

& GOPIES, MUST BE DISTRIBUTED WITH TH‘S SHEET AS THE FRST PAGE
- 'S80 & 2510193
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: . 'SANTAE  JARA POLICE DEPARTMENT ; Case Na‘m Yy Q
g __CRIN_NCIDENTREPORT ~ ' ¢ . -
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O Teme of Oirurence W3 aw'“g z:f"' Oqg
PRSI A ks PR e Sy ge —— [
NAME TYPE: - Racecooe: . D Cambodian 1= Wndian O=Oter v-V'm
-V = Victm c-CMPW I = lvolved Aw=Other Asian F = Filipipo ~ J= Japanese P = Pacific Islander W = White -
W = Witness .O=Owner - " Q= Questioned ' - B = Black . G=Guamanian K=Koreah S=Samoan’ X = Unknown
'R = Reporng Panty D = Discovéred Crime : C = Chinese H=Hispan& L= Lattan ~ U = Hawaiian z'*ﬁ’"‘“’.ﬁ‘
\/m Last Name for Busness) | Frrst B Moe — . 008 : _ A !Su ». TR -
. . N ) ) ~ .
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SAV"‘\ BARBARA FOLICE DEPARTMENT -

) IIME/INCIDENT REPOR"' * Pa ‘of
A j j
ponol\“'lv.‘«_‘ ;,, n«mbdwvh-' sa-crmnebb«yuf-obo . «3anlt), and theck vo 10 Tve DOXS. For muitple
ORECTIONS: Fer s ﬂn".':,;:‘:,.m. Claenfortion _,u?:."d,'uo...mm 1. Homucide fcomplets 1he tieid with homacidsl: 2. San Creme: 3. Robbery;
< ond 4, Felony Assukt_ ) S
_ SEX CRIMES
VICTIMSUSPECT -~ - METHOD/FORCE I susrsct Acnou:u Enarces
RELATIONSHIP (1 Choce) JRICK USED (1 cnoicrs . Mastyrbation -
——r—

AL Famdy Frisna
az2.0 Redipre
A3D X-Boylena/Seouss .
AL Neet n Ba1/RNLIPINY
A5 wic. rvtehnier
A0 sug metenhinar
A1 xionse .
ALO vie, waining
A9 Posat as OMicer
81,2 Otters Ve Gift
" 82,03 Otters Vie, Asnstance
1.3 Reavent Vic. Atkitance
84.05-a39/211/Pvi0r AT
89,0 Am. VicsSus. Advent
86,07 Lured VieJtsol,
87.[J pubtic Restroom

€1.0) aunatoided

€2.C Bousa/Cullea
=6H0) Caeqea

4.0 asarvo

cs. D Chosea

c6.3 Btvent Mn-s

cJ. O Firvaym

1.3 - K.I'l
€9._ Oiner wnnon
Dl... Theests Oniy

D2.5 Trew or Decsotion
D452 Mutual Consent

O . Unatte to Contemt
06. Cl ‘Other

. OF 2 Vit 19 S,
OLO Sus. to vx,

€3.70 Vic. to S0 -
E2.70'Sut 1o Seit

Orat Fg& sation

€3, Vic. 10 Su.

€4, Susto vi.

€5. Mutua (Sama Time)
. E6. 'J VK. 10 Sut. Anas
-E2.D Ent V. Mouth. Face

03.0 Mutuat 1Same Twne)

hlwmnﬁl&
9.0 sk on Top
£9.0J vie. 0a Yop -
F1.0 Sui Unisie 10 Acheve tucboq .
F2.0 Congem Unes

F1.0 s.muiieg intercowre .
F4,0 sodomy

P reaume

FE.2 Dafcatioa/Unnahion
#7.73 Boral Miterat Used |
Fi.D) Pnotograons Vispm
. D Expored sait
G b Hang on vic: Genntars,. N
C?._IJIMHI 10 Sre Vi« Gemitary °
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A BARBARA POLICE DEPAF” oNT  dwiu..0iiny
“ CRIME/INCIDENT commum.q& '

(I S - L Cose Ho. 98-04212

Date/Time Reported 03701794, 1400 ¥ams
) !)Fﬂeaﬂy
Hane Type Last Mame (or Business) - . © T First Hiddle Additlonal Names to be lndexed .
L AN o w0
Original Offense Update Additional Cases ° Reclassify to: Statute Crime  Classiffcation’ ~ ‘Offms\e"t:ode o
288 pe, - ¥o T - . ’ ol
. - - B g
Reporting Officer 1.0 No. . Div.No. Date Dictated . {" ;
WILKINS 94682° .30 03701794 o7

Special Instructions to Records

Harrauve- . )
On 03/01]94 ‘at approxmately 1400 hours, ‘ _ ' ; came to the Santa )
Barbara Police Department to report -a 288 PC, Chlld Holest wh1ch occurred-_
between the years of 1983 through '1989. :

It should be noted that some of the Chlld molest. acts occurred outs1de of
the statute of- llmltat10n5.~ is now 18 years of - age‘ these
: acts occurred when he was a member of the Santa Barbara Boys Choir at st..
Anthony s Semlnary located at 2300 Garden Street. The molest acts occurred’

3
when N was' 8 or 9 years of age and ended when he was 14 years 3
“of age,. spanning the years 1983 through 1989. The suspect 1n the case ‘was :”‘;;;
the choir d1rector Robert VanHandel. o . - . S S

told me that when he was a member of the Santa Barbara Boys’ .
‘Ch01r, his name at that tlme was . went on to tell me
he has since changed his name, and he now uses lis mother's maiden name of "

! . went on to tell me the reason he has done that is that he .
feels that he is’ startlng hlS 11fe over now and the change of name. qlves, :QT
h1m a fresh start. Even’ though thlS report reflects o as‘a last name, '55}
it should be noted that durlng all of the 1n01dents that mostly occurred. RS

1. (suenr) (certlfy) or (dzdnre) mder pennl!y of perjury that

the information contained in this report, consisting of: pages, -
*is true snd corrett except as to those matters thereip stated

on information and belief, and a3 to “those Mtters 1 believe

:he- to_be true. . . Signature
. lw t ;Actlv:lktnn Armt £ )Eu:ep;)ml Clelrm . ctobed/aafereal. - ¢ { )M
Duisbt Status  CClosed Arrept T (1imective © - CINRRA Y Sleapéuurrant A aiied
Smbenﬁm ’ 1b.%. " Divikor S pate . nlvislcn mlmed [ Patrot .
.. ’ L . T . [ Hrvestigative
.Copies [ JDetective - - {I5:Q./pD. EEET S TR K Dats Entered .{ 10Tfonse - un:mw
- Te: [ IDIst.Atr’y . & IOIhu' R : [ JProp. - { JAcrest [ Jvehicle .

t )lnc.n-: { ifroperty .
‘ _ - . OFM VANH 1 p; . - o



.87 {BARBARA POLICE DEPAR?" T o
© GRIME/INGIDENT CONTINUATIUw i

‘\’d"""-‘\JJL...\J.

‘Case No. 94-04212

REDACTED 7" :

- ,at‘stw‘AnthOny's Seminary; ; ' name at that time was>

——

stated he was a member of the Santa Barbara ‘Boys Ch01r, thCh had
approximately 30 members _stated his. father left. when. he was.
approx1mately 4 years of age. ' _ .pwent on to'say'that Robert VanHandel
‘the choir’ director, was a father figure to- him and that he- trusted him. -

At the tine of most of these 1ncrdents, Robert Van Handel llved at the’*";A‘

- Seminary at St. Antnony's; - belreves he ;s now.lzvzng 1n the
Northexn california area. o e T

_ stated he was in the ch01r when ‘he was 7 1/2. years of age all the'
way through 14 years of age . . stated” that the offenses occurred whent.
he was elther g.or 9 years: of -age, which is 1983 or 1984. s said’ ‘that

@all of the’ molest ‘acts completely ended by the tlme he was 13 years of age-

or very-early when he was .14 years' ‘of age. sald he went into a drug _5

'”, rehabilitation in December of 11989 at the age of 14. ' said that no .
.acts occurred .after he -went 1nto rehabllltatlon. o

» stated that he really cannot come up with speciflc dates and times
" for what 'had occurred because it happened so often. o said at the.A
time, he was 11v1nq with-his mother and’ 51ster at’ '
#6, and -for the most. part,: all -of these molest 1ncxdents took place in
Robert VanHandel s apartment at the Seminary. said there were also‘
~ _some trips. that he and other ch01r members went on which molest acts
occurred as wellq K Sald that Vanﬂandel's apartment was upstaxrs at
" M"the casa," whlch was located on’ Semlnary grounds.

stated that qute often he’ would stay at Robert VanHandel s

_apartment He stated that always on Tuesday nlghts and on Sundays he UOUld_f‘ K

,'$Pﬁnd.the night. . Said"there wér 3 < '
in a while Frldays and Saturdays be wauld, L8 sﬁéhd"tﬁe nlg't*at Robert'
Vanﬂandel's apartment. stated that on Tuesday nlghts, he attended.

OFM VANH1_ ‘ A x.'.,..m
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. s ,BARBARA POLICE DEPARF ™ T -
' .- CRIME/INCIDENT CONTINUATI\,.. ‘

'REDACTED, gy jeoon

Page # 3

the boys choir practice in the afterncon somewhere around 2:30 that Yasted

until about 4:00 or'4v30 in the afternoon.' After that he went to dxnner;

at the Seminary and then he attended the mens choir qroup from about 7:00
P M. or 7:30 P.M. whlch ended approxxmately .9:00 P.M. said he would
then stay at VanHandel s apartment. ' )

stated he dldn't have a father and.his mother was a chef working ’
many, many. odd shlfts, and he hardly saw her. There were tines when his
‘mother was leav1nq for work very, very early in the morning and there were
: times. she worked extremely late. -said he spent an immense amount
-of - tlme at the Semlnary staylnq wlth Robert VanHandel. - "r
In réferende to.the mblest'acts that occurred, " __“stated that whenihej‘
‘did stay at VanHandel’s apartment that he wore pa)amas, and just beforea
bedtlme, Sald he was lying almost asleep on a bed and- that Robert
Vanﬁandel would come up and start massaglng his back or hls stomach area,
whxchever way . vas lylng -at the tlme._" x went- on to say that' '
_~Robert VanHandel would start by massaglng hlm on top of his clothlng and. -
*'tben eventually he would start’ massaging hlm underneath his pajamas.
' ) sald that VanHandel would start massaglng hls genltal area.
sald he was trylng ‘to go to sleep and 1gnored what Vanﬂandel was doznq
. _believed that VanHandel had'his clothes on while he was givinq .
. " a ﬁasSagei T T did not know if VanHandel tried to. masturbate )
while giving . ,:__ a massage. - said that there were no words spokenf
: beteeen them. - '

- - -

_ sa1d this occurred always just before he ¢ ) went to sleep at
nnlght or . when ‘they were on trlps when he took a daytlme or afternoon nap.

stated that he : r dld get an’ erectlon whén VanHandel was

nassaglng hls testlcles and hlS penls area. : stressed that at no
RO OFMVANHI Sy " signatice
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S{" A BARBARA POLICE DEPAR™ T
CRIME/INCIDENT CONTINUATION

Case No. 94-04212

e o " Page # 4
PSR AQ ' '
timevwae there any oral sex involved and at no time did reciprocate
vin”masturbatihq vanHandel. said these acts of massaging his genital

area occurred until he fell asleep, and this would be at times a half hour

_~duration.-

stated he did not tell anyone about what had happenéd, and at the
time, he did not believe that VanHandel was d01ng anything wrong because ‘

_;.thls was . comlng_frpm someone who he’ ( ,_; trusted and looked-up to.

. In reference to out. of town trlps, ' stated that he tr*"eled with'
‘Robert VanHandel to Canada and belleves LE\was Expo 1986 when they were-inf
‘Canada for approxlmately three weeks. said they traveled 1n a
camper with two ‘to three’ other boys who were in the choir. Robert

VanHandel was the only adult. - i said that the massaqlng of/ his
j[genltals happened whlle they ‘were in the camper when he' (: .,) would
. sleéep next to VanHandel said between the years 1984 to 1987 that

. he went with Robert VanHandel to Yosemxte three to four times. This was_:
also 1n a camper ‘and 1t was nainly- durlng the Thanksglving weekend and onee

time during the Easter break. During tnese trips to_Yosemlte, again,

VanHandel would sleep. next to  and. again would molest him. by

massaglng hls genltals.‘

. stated “that durmg the summer of 1987, the entire choir went to
.England and- traveled Europe. : stated ‘he could not spec1f1cally
remember Vanﬂandel molestlng hin’ whxle they were in Burope.

said there are people who could verlfy he Spent a lot of tzme at'

Robert VanHandel’s apartment. stated there is a person by the first

ame of- - - was a student at the Semlnax:y and was living in

the sane apartment as Robert. Vanﬂandel but i. - ¢
" lived- there for apprOX1mate1y ofe year.'

saxdihe would‘be able to
get an address and’ telephone number of [l through his therapist..
. r.or g LSt
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L S/ NTA BARBARA POLICE DEPA® ENT a,x,_,u“u
: .- (. CRIME/NCIDENT CONTINU. N -
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~Case No. '94-04212°
Page # 5. -

stated he would also play'oith a boy by the first'babe*ofu' )

who llved in an adjacent.apartment to VanHandel -at *“the casa." - s ala )
not know what the mother s name was but believed she had somethlnq to do
':w1th the Waldorf School.  said that | recently played a part

1n the movxe "Hocus Pocué."' ' : belleved that’ Santa. Barbara Pollce.
Department Officer Debble Dally would know who " mother is.

‘.in texrnms of the Statute of leltatlons,_ it is beiiévéd. that: Robert _
vanHandel spent some time out of the State of: Califarnia.‘ SOmewhere .
* between 1982 and 1983, VanHandel todk a sxx month sabbatical to Enqland and
stayed at Abxngdon near Oxford although I m- not. sure of the nanme ot‘the .
school there. Also, between May of 1992 through June of 1993 the. Catholic: '
'church sent . Robert VanHandel ‘to a treatment center 1n Suitland Maryland,
whlch lS Just outside of Washlngton D.C., a place called st. Luke s..

-‘Current presxdent of the st. Anthony s Boys Choir is Marlanne Hellman.-‘ﬂgr
) husband, Robert Hellman,'xs the: current choir dlrector.‘ They . 1live on .
;cheltenham Road and have access to scrapbooks of the boys oh01r :which may-
Cgive i more "specific. dates and times as to when the acts occurred. )

also belleves there is another choir’ member by the natie . of’ ‘
) who may also have’ been a victlm of Robert VanHandel's. P }
. belieVes that Marlanne Hellman might be able to- supply the address and -
telephone number of to- verlfy '

Refer to Investigative Division.
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“April 23,1992

CA REDACT-ED
Dear Robert, ' '
" To begin, let me remmd you that wlnle I was recovermg from

my illness, I told you that I néeded to talk to you. .The time for the -
talk riéver cdme because | was still weak’ and you had the dema,nds

' ofa hecﬂc schedule and move facmg you. .

Had that talk occurred I would have told you that we- had

. .-learned that a member.of your Francxscan commumty, in addition to
- . Phil Wolfe. had engaged in sexually mappropnate behavxor with

one of our-boys whén he was quite small “that was upsetting to him. . .

~at the timie it was occurring.. The memory remams with hlm.

L ; l would have told you, and I w1shed to tell and

" the othérs of your organization that it is clear that many of: the

activities. you men undertake are too. dangerous to young people and .

~ yourselves to be continued.  The Tisks are too great. The potertial

for damage to even one ‘young person.- outweighs any good these ,
may accomphsh The pnce of the hfe of even one chlld i$ too high.

I would have told you that the Boys Choxr as’ xt is presently, B
.- structured, should not be’ continued :and: you should -not -be -~

involved in similar organizations in the future. There is too much
opportumty for unsupervised . tune between - one child and . one -

“greatly trusted adult. - Tragxcally, ‘we have all lived. the- danger L

inherent “in ‘the all male seminary high school boarding school, -
where authonty, trust and love can and did become destructively

. mixed with drives for sexual power, satisfactlon and insttutional

authority® Gender—segregared and therefore gender—xmbalanced

© activities are simply'too. dangerous to commue. They are imbalanced

and’ too easily: lead to aberraﬁon. 1

I would have l:old you that solo visits to your resuience and ,

- oyermghts" by youngsters: =must: be stoppesl ’fhey ate oo
- dinj >erous to you and thechlldren Y : '
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This is what we learned at Chnstmas time. When one of our
boys was a little boy, on-various occasions when you put him to bed
* you.gave "back rubs.” The "back rubs" involved stroking the back,
chest, stomach, lower abdomen and thtghs in ‘the groin area., He
recalls that the stroking occurred very close to and around the .
genitals. He recalls his discomfort and embarrassment on one
occasion that his lrghtwerght knit pajamas would reveal the erection.
- ‘that your "back rub” had stimulated. He rémembers the color and
~style of the pajamas. 1do, too. He was probably around ten . years
old when he’ wore them. ‘ '

_ We also leamed at: Chnstmas that when he vrslted your ofﬁce
~ oncertain occasions you and he played darts. The.stakes were that
" ’if he-won he would get money. If you won, you could give him a
"back rub" "as described above. He recalls you offered him a pair-of
-~ "thin shorts" to change into during the back rub. He said he was -
© nét comfortable with- that and refused to change into them

There should be no nieed for further comment on the obv1ous
‘inappropriate use of the child or the- sexual sedtictiveness of this
- typé of physical toucrung and game playmg -t should be enough.
simply to say we have all suffered too much ‘because of matters such
as this. to. rnake fnvolous charges of thlS nature :

Robert you know how we have loved you and tmsted you -
with our hves "We gave our lives and our love to support what you °
believed in .and wanted: Everything we owned was yours. That
" couldn't extend to that which we as parents don't even own-that is
't*m rrght to touch our chrldren s bodies in a sexually seducuve or
g manner .

- Our concern extends beyond our farmly to the wxde )
opportumty you have for mdmdual one-on-one-time with many - o
little-boys.. When I spoke-to- youmabout—llh&wmfe-m:nble_,_ ——
-molestation of our sons, you must remémber I told you your order R
-must atk-of these matters Openly so that those with such inclinations
can obtain psychologxcal help before. they destroy: themselves “and
-oth~rs: Robert, have you received such help? Adequate help? Are
you reframmg from these dangerous dimes alone with children? I -
should tell you I have lost conﬁdence in ‘the. experuse and"

~ impartality. in this Special area of congern of: a_mgh@l ealth -
. professional inl Santa Barbara kiown 1o botﬁ of us, "W 648 good
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\% S ine many ways, 1 don't b'eheve his professional help in this
e pamcularly demandmg area is adequate help. :

Because we’ have shared our lives (and had hoped to continue
this sharmg) you know how much we have loved you. You must be -
able to guess the pain that surrounds this letter. We can only guess

.your pain in receiving it. We hope it will reinforce the desperate
imperative you have to obtain help and remove yourself from’
: potennaﬂy dangerous contacts with - young boys.

Our pUrpose in writing this letter is to protect other clnldren. Tay
‘copy.is being sent to " to help you and him as - 5

. Provincial Minister to keep the seriousness of this matter and the’ <3
- obligation for appropridte.follew: up in treatment and - -assignment ‘{.‘.«?
clearly defined for you.both. We also carbon Bishop Ziemann. He g

i R

must know the full scope of the problems in this area of concern. -

None of us can afford to live in a fool's paradxse any longer in so far,
as these matters are concerned

N e

ReDACIE Sincerely,
. CTED * CONCUR
A ud“’ FaRE
e | ) T T RedeVme |
-Bishop Patrick Ziemann . = - o0 LT
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¢ . .A BARBARA POLICE DEPAE.  _AT
CRIME/INCIDENT FOLLOW UP

, page 1 - Case No. 92-9066
) . .o RE DACT Date February 19, 1993/pb

) Fne ontly
Name Type Last Name (of Business) . . First . Hiddle ' Addmmal )lamts to be Indexed
. v - - . )
originat offense Update Additionat Qases Reclissify to: Statute Crime C'lassiﬁcation_, - Offense tod.
. Reporting Petective " 1.D.No. Div.Ho. Date Dictated
‘- Det. P. McCafirey ‘6051 T 40 : 02-09-93 .
M . . . L. . . . . .. . ~\ n / -
Special Instructions to Records - . ‘ : ) j.u..‘ s ity LnD
¥arrative:

I was contacted by Dep. Chief 3. McCoy who had mformat:.on reqardmg a .
'possa.ble molestatlon V1ct1m. Chxef McCoy requested I contact

| , age 25 years, :and obtam a statement.

1 c_ont,acted - o 5 by phone. _ referred to a report made
ey ,alleglng molestatlon. o .' stated that he is a fordier = - S
: “member of the semlnary school at st Anthony's Semlnary, 2300 Garden St. ‘

- saxd approxmately 8. or 9 .years before, he” hed been touched',
mapproprlately by a prxest named. Robert Vanhandel. o ' was reluctant' )

@ to discuss. exaqtly what happened. T sald he would be .Wwilling to- ..

write- ‘a statement that would be included in a report previously made by the )
:parents of . o : :

'i'frecei‘)ed a banciwritten Ietter from __ “The 1etter relates that o .
vseveral occasions Robert Vanhandel ‘had: glven hinm back rubs and tummy rubs )
-wh:.le ' ‘was staymg m the - semmary dorm. : ‘I‘here was never any .
gexutal contact. ) sajid. that" eventually he- would Just pull the
c.overs over his head whlch stopped Vanhandel £rom . bothermq him.
o msa:.d this happened uhen he was either 14 or.15.. . . .. EE .

3w

1 (suur) (c=rtlfv) or (dee(ln) mder pemuy of per)ury that i

© the informetion.contained. in this réport, consisting of S~ "pages, ’
is ;me and correcy except as to thbse sagters thereln statefr :
on information and belief - and’ as” 1 thost matters 1. beheve

t.hentobe rue. © .. T Slgnamre
[uctlv:nctlwe Mrest ¢ lﬁxctptiunal cteu-ance -
o (]Clvud Airut, ( ]lmctive R & "
o D!.Ve¥°-, o o 'Vi}atc - ‘U mhn Aufm ,L::."“ . T
L - . ~estigatlive
-?-‘&:c_/z}. o

Copies §fPetective. ns.o,/r.b. B T11P.1%0. : - Dats Entersd [ 10ffense . { lirc Suip.
DES SR L CEN SR RIS SRS 10 [mum- - . - LYprop. .o fIAFFESE . L leemiite

: TlincMame 1 irroerty
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AR 0486




3

S[ BARBARA POLICE DEPART”
CRIMENNCIDENT FOLLOW-UP CONTINUATION

REDACT_ED 'Laﬂ:} | a C'ase'tio.' 92-’906; |

I then reviewed Case 92-9066. The report con51sts of a letter sent by-

. age 50 years, who "is the mother of o, 22 years.
.The "letter dlscloses that' - told his mother about inappropriatev
. sexually'related touchlng committed by Robert Vanliandel. ' i felt.,'

. was- about 10 years old when this happened (approximately 12 years .

;ago) The’ touching consxsted of back rubs, stomach and abdonen rubs, and T

touching of the thighs and gr01n area  There was rio disclostre that there

was any genltal contact.  The, letter- sent to SBPD is only a copy of a . -

- letter sent to different Franciscan priests who superVLse ‘Ropert Vanhandel. '

I contacted , father of _ | He was. Involved ina- -

' fcommittee that was looking into the allegatlons of _sexual abuse committed
. by Franc1scan priests at St. Anthony Seminary. Note that in 1989, another
' Franc1scan priest Phllllp Wolfe was arrested ‘and’ convxcted for molesting'

and his brother, '.. See Case 89-5806. 3

;was concerned that there may be many other vxctlms of sexual abuse.whq had .

"attended either the seminary or. part1c1pated 1n the Santa Barbara Boys-

Choir which was directed by Robert Vanhandel until May 1992.. said
that the committee organized to investigate these 1nc1dents 1ncluded a

-psychlatrlst a- lawyer and.a Franc1scan priest The spokes person for the.
groupis Geoffrey Stearns, a Santa Barbara attorneyl ' t 3 suggested I~T

. contact him for update lnformation. Co SR - T

. I contacted Geoffrey Stearns by phone. His group was Iookinq 1nto the.
'_allegatxons thaﬁ'occurred to. members of .the seminary-only and»not-to -

: reportng”requirements. Stear 18 as“aw e’

members - of the chqxr. Stearns said the semipary. -school had disbanded in.-
June 19387, This was. not because of any alleqation ot sexual abuse:
stearn S?ld the group is 1nterested in flnding victins of sexual abuse §0

tthat counsellng COuld be provided. Indiv1dua1 members will have an option L

of contactlng the polxce department if these choose.v Stearns said he would

> fian ‘atod to report any mcidem:s of sexua,r,a‘b\xse gr e?tv#ﬁb

. thag gssﬁraliy éhare 1s a 51x5-
t"re of limltat1°ns regarding sexual molestation cases. Stearns

OFM VANH 1 siomnre Lo LD e
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said.that because the school had closed nearly sn: years ago, there would.
‘not be many students who had been possibly molested which could result in
cr1m1nal prosecutlon. ~ To his knovledge, any student who had made.
‘allegatlons were from. previous years and were well beycnd any statute of
limltatlons.- At thls time, stearns only knew of 1nc1dents of 1nappropriate

- touching which did not 1nc1ude any. acts of oral copulation or genital
contact. Stearns said he and the commlttee are in the process of. drafting-

" a 1etter to be sent to all known former members of the seminary. ‘All
students who contact him will be told that they have an option to contact e

: pollce. L ’ ' '

; I contacted the lay director of the Santa Barbara Boys Cholr, Mary qnn
Helman. She wds aware of all the allegatmns. She felt that :
- and the parents had blown the 1ncldence of sexual molestat:.on

_egardlnq Robert ‘Vanhandel - out of proportlon._ She belleves that

lnappronrlate touchlng did take’ place, but. that the affected parents were
trymg ‘to blame all their chlldren's problems on these falrlY mirior . i:;g :
1nc1der**s. Helman sald that she was’ part: of a conuut;:ee -that ‘had- sent a @:3
letter Lo all known’ former. ch01r menbers or’ thelr parents in October 1992, '
'I'he C'Jmmlttee mcluded Dr. Scott Gorsuch and Father ' ’ state "'

dlrector of the Franc:.saan church. The letter explains that Robert -
’Vanhan nl pos51b1y touched boys 1nappropr1ately in a sexual manner. All
parent~ of former choir members were mstructed to contact Gorsuch for
advise or counseling. This counsellng was pald ‘for by the . Franc:.scans.
' Helman vas not aj '

gte of any other. incidence. ‘of sexual abyse than _
.and ‘HeE: knowledqa, these acts had occurred ten years ago or .

laner;

I. cof,»w',-'o-e'd Dr. Scatt Gorsuch by phone.. Dr."_Gprsnch said that he had ‘been
contar cd “in reqards to two AStudents' who'. alleged belng touchEQ, L
' 1nappro rxately by Vanhandel Gotsuch said the, e}lgga ions ‘"Q{not meet S

= the stare’s requ1rements of reportzng the Jnezdents to_the police dept.
G.O_I'SU' “ said that because of his doctor/client pr1v11ege, he would not
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divuige the names of the students, but would relay the nature of the
incident : Gorsuch said a 1etter had been sent to all formexr cho;r members.
" He recelved about 12 phone calls from parents expre551nq concern and asking
for.  advise on how to. question their chlldren.. He later received a calli
from a father of a former choir member. The father said his son is now 21‘ '
A or 22 years old and is attending college in the bay area. The.father had
questloned his son who stated- that Vanhandel -had- played a strip game. with
‘him.: This involved the boy meetlng Vanhandel in his- office.-.They would
then play a game. of darts. If the boy won, he received 25 cents.J'It he
lost, he had to strip down to hlS underwear. Theiboy daid ﬁot'expose'his
genltals,'nor was he touched by Vanhandel. T ' C '

>~
L 4

-Goréuch received a cdll from.a mothér'uho etated‘both her sons had been |
,molestnd.: .The older one would speak with Gorsuch, but the younger one'
yould rot. Dr. Gorsuch was then contacted by . the older som. " He is now
“about 2 years. old. He stated that over 10 years before he was in the
'>ch01r. Vanhandel imet -him in his office and had taken nude photoqraphs of

him. There was no mention of any actual genltal touchlng. ~The boy did.

recelve back rubs from‘Vanhandel. The boy s mother now had ‘the photos that

were tnken, Gorsuch dia not know—how the mother obtained these.

. Dr. Go*"uch said he does not antxcxpate rece1v1ng any more phone calls or J
referra s because a certaln amount of time has elapsed.” Gorsuch sald that
several oarents of . boys 'in the choir felt very strongly about the lssue and'

"about their. sonsi-being. touched.  Gorsuch. had no other. informatlon-“

suggee*xng that~:;y:more 1ntru51ve sexual touching had occurred.

At this tlme there does not appear to be any lnrormation that sugqests
" 'Robert "anhandel commltted a sexual molestatlon that would amount to a
‘felhnv 111ng. There is no 1nformatlon that squests that. any- touch;ng of}g'"
ah ipag: ropriate nature occurred w;thln the 1ast 6" yaars:
.case he closed at. this tlme,'sent to the D. A.’S affice"for review only.
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ADDITIONAL - NAMES

T e

Helman, Mary Ann -

i‘eié_éhcbg: 6825473 or‘._saz.-g,su- N | o REDACTED

Gorsuch Scott E.

g Address: 115 W. Arrellaga st., Santa Barbara, ca
@Tel_obhche 966~ 2959 :
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