~ Fraternally,

Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oakland Cafifornia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

Gary Pacheco May 18, 1994
17130 San Mateo, B22 : -
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

Dear Gary:

Peace and all good!

I want to wish you a very joyous Pentééoé’c I hope everything is going

" well. Please be assured of my prayers in the continuing difficulties. T.

hope that éverything can be resolved sahsfactonly It seems, from
what I've heard, fo be moving in a good dlI’CCthH ' )

Gary, this is Just a short note to say that we have received a complete
dispensation for you from the religious life and the clerical state. The
rescript. which was dated March 12, 1994, dismisses you.from the
obligations of priestly celibacy and carries with it a dispensation from
vows. We will notify the place where you were baptlzed that this
d1spensat10n has been granted.

I am very glad that we are able to resolve this in a satisfactory manner
for yourself and very much appreciate the cooperation which you have
given to everyone, and the real integrity with which you witness in this
way. I would like to encourage you to continue to take part in the life
of the Church and to perform some works of charity for the poor as
thahbecomes possible for you in your work and in your life.

On a separate page, I summarized the decree which is in Latin and is |

. on file in the prov1nc1a1 office.

God bless you, Gary. Please be assured of my prayers. -
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CONGREGATIO DE CULTU DIVINO ET DISCIPLINA SACRAMENTORUM

‘Pror.N. 1787/93/8

I ' D.nus _ ALBERT GARY PACHECO, sacerdos, Ordinis
" Pratrum Minorum, - -
petiit dispénsationem a sacerdotali coelibatu.
"~ 8S.mus D. N. IOANNES PAULUS, Dmna Providént:a Papa n,

die 12 martii ‘]994— - : habltamlanonedeeasua
CongmgauonedeCultuD;vmoetIhsaplmaSmmentomm P“Cﬂ’"s‘““

nuit fuxta sedquentes rationes:

1. Rmptumvmsuamexéehtamozﬁembnohﬁcanomsaoompetwn
Auctoritate ecclesiastica oratori factae, et amplectitur msepa.rabihterd!spen
sanonemasaccrdotahoodibammsmtﬂammonemmmdawahs.mm .
'l : : quamoratonfasmduolﬂaelememasenmgem saxpmxsacapexeetaltenm .

- recusare. Si vero orator est religiosus, Rmptumconhneteuamdxspasaho-
nem a vaotis; demquemarpersecumfextabsolunoncmacemmns.quatams
opussxt‘ ; :

2. Nouﬁaoonomomsdspensahomsadnotemrmubnsbapnzatom; t
paroeaaeoratons :

3. Quod atunetadcelebmtxonem canonici matrimonii, applicandae sunt
normaequaemcodicelunsCanomastamxmnn' Ordmamxsveroanetut
res caute pemga.ntursmepompa vel exteriore apparatu. - :

4}mcxonm(acclwasuca adquamspecta&k&scnpmmannoratore Y
communicare;, hunc epixe hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi )
cmnnovaemswvemhoondmone,parhapet,aedxﬁcauonempmwwtetna
amantissimumh Ecclesing -filhum se ‘exhibéat. Simul autem -eidem pnotum ) :
faciat ea quae sequuntur: . . L

a)mdosdispensamseo'xpsoaimxmtmrastanndencaﬁprbpna,.
dlgmtatwetoﬂiuaeodwiasnca,cetemwhganouﬁnsaunstamdcnmh
'4wnexxsnonamphusadstnngm1r-

b exdususmanetabexemuwmmmxsmn,nsacepusdcqtﬂmsm -
cann, 976, 986, §2mpmptexuneqmthomﬂxamhabat.1nsup&neqmﬁm-
'gimnnstenoexnaordmanosaaaeCommxmiomsdxsm'bumdaenecpo&m
oﬁiaumgerereduecuvummambmxpaswmli

c)xtemnuﬂtnnmtmusabsolvempotwthemmamsetmInsnmns .
“aequiparatis. Inalnslnstnunsstudxonnngraduswpmm*zs qui quocumque - S
mododependmtabAuctontatewdesxasuca.mtmmdxrecnvoveloﬂiuo.
doocudxﬁmglneqmt;

OFM PACH 1 0390



o d)mmdemvmlmuwnssmd:ommgmdusmonszﬂ:Aucwnmte\'
ecclesiastica non dependentibus nuBlam disciplinam pmpnetheologxcamvel
cmnxpmnmme connexamu-adempotwt,

e)mInstmmsautemsmdmnnngradusmfenonsdcpendemibmab
Auctoritate ecclesiastica munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit nisi
" Ordinarius, pro sug prudenti iudicio.et rémota scandalo, ad munus docendi .
quod attinet, aliter decernére aestimaverit. Eadeni lege tenetur sacerdos.
dlspeommsmuadendakcﬁgxonemmsmxﬁseiusdemgenmmndepmdeng_
tibus ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica.

. 5. Persemdosasacerdotaheoeﬁbatudlspensams etafomonsacer
dosmatmnomonmctus ab%sedebetaloc]smquibusemsantecedensoondx-' a
cio nota est. Ordinarius loci commorationis oratoris tamen, audito quatenus
opus erit, OrdmanomcardmanomsvelSupexwremmonrehgxoso dispénsare
potmtablstadausuIaRm-xpnnnafﬁcxmn sxomtonsprmnascandalmn .

- panturanonpracv;deamr o

6. Demquemahquodopuspietahsvdwmansnnponatur Temporeau- .
temoppodunobmvﬁeradexgwgatmnmndepMexsecmionereferanu
etstquatandmnﬁdehumadmnanoadstt pmdenuexpﬁcationepwvxdeann'

Contmms qm'buscmnqma minime obstantibus,

. E"Aedlh!s Congregationis, dic 21 naPtil 199%.

Sign., A.n;t:onius H. Card. Jav1erre
Praei‘ectus

" .+ Gerardus Ma,jella Agnelo .
Ax:chi_.ep. Secreta;‘:,inq L

CONGORDAT CUM_ORIGINALL - | SRR
: quod In’ Archivo hmus " -

Congregat:o ﬁeailrvatur
'Romae dii e___ :

e V_j.{)_‘):} :

o

M
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- CONGREGATIO DE CULTU DIVINO
ET DISCIPLINA SACRAMENTORUM

Prot. N. 1787/93/3

Reverendlme Pater,

Patexmtatem Tuam certiorem facio SS.mum Dominum Nostrum IOANNEM ‘PAULUM PP. 1,

ut patet ex Rescripto adnexo, in exemplari autbentico, in andientia diei 12 martli 1994
,dkp@saﬁangzaﬁamtibmdi%mmam&dctaﬁcoeﬁbaﬁldommo

Roma, die 21 martii 1994

ALBERT GARY PACHECO, Ordinis Fratrum Minorum.

. Curetxdeo Pawmitaslhanbﬁﬁcarékmcﬁpunnoratoﬁddausolammadimplemenhmm-
. gere necnon h\ncDmstmoemsdempaactamcxectmonemcommummre ) :
Dumhaecrenunno ommobseqmopexmaneo -

Rcv&emi:snnol’ain
Ministro Generali

RO M A

P Hmmmscmucx,OFM.

Via S. Maria Medlatrn.ce, 25

B A

(- + Gerardus Majella Agnelo ) -

Archien. Secretarius -
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k% ’ . 4 Congregation for Divine Worship -
: and the Dis¢ipline of the Sacraments.

Prot N. 1787/93/S

Mr. Albert Gary Pacheco, a priest of the Order of Friars Minor, has“
.requested a dispensation from priestly celibacy. .

On 12 March 1994 our Holy Father, John.Paul II, by Divine
Providence, Pope, having considered this case as presented by the
Congregation for Divine Worship and the '‘Discipline of the
Sacraments, granted the request in the following terms:

1. The rescript takes effect the-moment that the petitioner is
A notified,by’the proper ecclesiastical authority, it carries with it
inseparably both a dispensation from priestly celibacy and tko loss
of the clerical. state. The petitionmer may not separate these two
items, that is, accept the first and refuse the second. If the
petitioner is a religious, the rescript also carries ‘with it a
dispensation from vows; it also includes absolution from' censures
if this be needed. ,
: - 2. A note saying that this dispensation has- been granted
should be made in the baptismal register of the pa:ish where the
petitioner was baptized.

3.-With regard to the celehratxon of marriage in the Church,
- Canon Law is to be followed; however the ordinary should take care
. - that the matter is done cautiously, without too much show and
o external ‘celebration. B -

4. The ecclesiastical authority who is charged with informing
the petitioner that the rescript has been granted should earnestly
advise him to take part in the life of the Church in accord with
his new condition in- life, to give good- example and to behave as a

. loyal son of the Church. Likewise he should inform him of the
follow1ng'

: -a) a priest who has been dispensed by that very reason
loses the rights that are proper to the clerical state, together
with ecclesiastical dignities and offices; he is no longer bound to

" other obligations which are connected to the clerical state;

b) he 1s forbidden thé ‘exerclse of the sacred_ministry
“with the .exception of those cases noted in cidnons 976, 986:24#; for
this reason he may not give a homily. He may not be an extraordin-
ary minister of the Eucharist nor may he hold the directorship of
any pastoral office,

c) hexnay not hold- any office in a seminary or equivalentA
institution. He may not teach or hold a director’'s position in any
. other institute of higher studies which in any way is under
ecclesiastical authority;
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\éga d) in institutes of higher studies which .are not subject:
to ecclesiastical authority he may not teach any course which is
properly theology or which has an intimate connection with
theology, . . '

e) he is not allowed to hold a directorship or teaching -
position in accademic institutions of a lower category if they are o
subject to Church authority; the ordinmary, -however, may, according -
to his prudent judgement, allow the petitioner to teach as .long -
there is no danger of scandal. Dispensed priests. are held to the
same rule with regard to teaching religion in institutions of the«
same category which are not subject to Church authority.

5. As a rule, a priest who has been dispensed from priestly
celibacy, and even moreso one who has contracted marriage, should
not remain in those localities where it is known that he was a
priest. However if it seems_that the presence of the dispensed
priest will not cause any. scandal the ordinary of the place wherxe .
the petitioner resides may dispense from this provision of the -
rescript; in . this case, if it seems necessary, ‘he should first -
consult the ordinary of the diocese or religious institute where
the priest came from. :

6 Finally some work of piety or. charity should be imposed on
‘the dispensed priest. At a convenient time a brief .notice of the
execution of this rescript should be sent to the Congregation;
finally, if there is still confusion among the faithful about this
matter, it should be prudently explained to- them. : -

These provisions take precedence over all others,,even those which>
would be contradictory

Given at the headquarters of the Congregatxon on March 21, 1994f

(this is an authentic copy of the original which is. to be found. in :
the archives of the Congregation; it was made on.March 29, 1994.)-.. -

‘Ihesgggtocol number in the General Procuration of the Friars Minor
is ‘

* Canon 976 ~ Even though he lacks.the faculty to hear confessions,

any priest validly and licitly absolves from any kind of censures

-and sins - any - penitent who ..is: in danger of death “even if an
- . approved’ prieSt is present. :

Canon 986 2 -~ In urgent necessity any confessor is obliged to hear_
. the confessions of the Christian faithful, and in danger of death
any priest is so obliged : ‘
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\ Provmce of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1soos4mAveme Oakland Cakiomia 84601 (510/5%-3722 Fax(510)5as<zgvoi

1. Attestation by the Notary:

-1, Brother Joseph Schwab, O.F.M., testify that I am cartain as to
- the faithful . transcription and correctness ‘of these copies, which
will be sént to the Congregation for Divine w0rship and Discipline

of the Sacraments.
WJKW

Joseph Schwab, O.F.M. .
Notary/Actuary

Oakland CA- L
‘19 August 19933

‘N.B. The first of these documents follows; it is the petition of
the interested party to the Holy Father.

\
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Host Holy Father:

I am Albert Gary Pacheco, a solemnly professed member of the Order of Friars
Minor, and a priest I come to you vith humility and confidence to ask to be
dispensed from my religlous vovs in the Franciscan Order, and also to be dis-
pensed from all the obligations vhich I contracted through priestly ordination.

Here are the prinqiyal reasons vhich led me to leave the Franciscan Order and
eventually the Priesthood as well.,

As T look back over my life T realize that I entered the Franciscan Order '
chiefly because I came from a Franclscan parish.- I really chose -the priest-
hood rather than the religlous 1life. Also, this vas during the var betveen: -
the United States and Viet Nam, and I did not vant to go to war.. I think that
my redsons for choosing the religious 1ife and the priesthood vere.not mature .
enes.

Although I did not have: any great difficulties in observing the religious life .

and although I enjoyed priestly v ork, I did not feel really velcome at my first
-assignment and even then I began to v onder if I ha.d made the right deecision in

becoming a priest.

In 1985, thinking that my difficulties vere more vith religious 1life than vith
priestly ministry, I began the process of incardination into the diocese of
Orange, California. Hovever, three years later I returned to the Franciscan
Order, recelved counseling and eventually decided to take a leave of absence
from the order and the priesthood in order to better discern my vocation.

Since that time I have come to the conclusion that-that I was not adquately
rrepared for the priestly ministry and that as-a result the commitment I made .

-vas immature; I relize nov that I stayed in the priesthood because of my father
(vho is noy deceased)

Thus, I respectfully apnd humbly ask to be. dispensed from my religious vovs and
the obligations of priestly ord:.nation so that I may lead a good Christian 1ife
as a lay member of the Church.

: Respectfully yours, :
Albert Gary P heco
17130 San Mateo, Apt. B- 22

Fountain Valley, CA 92708

' . U.S.A..
Fountain Valley CA )

June 22, 1993
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Province of St. Barbara

' FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avermse Oakland Cakifomia 94601 (510)53&37& Fax(510)536-3970

2. CURRICULUH VITAR OF ALBERT GARY PACHECO

Albert Gary Pacheco, known in raeligion as Gary Pacheco, the son of
Albert S.Pacheco and Evangeline Perry, was was born in Honoluluy, -
Hawaii, U.S,A., on January 16, 1947. His parents, now deceased,
were both practicing Catholics. Gary ‘had one sister .

He received his education in. public schools in. Hawaii and
California. At California State University in Hayward he studied
accounting ‘and some philosophy. When he was in his last year of
college he applied to enter the Franciscan Order with the idea of
~becoming a. priest.” At the time he stated that he was not being
forced in any way, and that he had been thinking about joining the
-priesthood for. several years. He added that his reason for becoming
a Franciscan was because he . believed that it was the life he was
meant to lead; he felt this within him. He dated girls but really
did not have any interest in them. .

Until 1979 clerical candidates for the'novitiate'had a two year
residency period the province's House of Philosophy, San Luis Rey
College; .the College was closed in the summer of 1979 and Gary was
admitted directly into the novitiate, after psycholdgical
evaluation : S

- Gary made his first profession in our order as a member of the
province of St.Barbara on September 17, 1970, and then undertook
theological studies at the Franciscan School of Theology in
Berkeley, California from 1970 until 1974. He made final proféession

) on October 1, 1973, was ordalned deacon in the same month, and then

., served as a deacon in St.Anthony's Parish, Tigard, Oregon for six.
months. He returned to Berkeley for further studies and.was the
oxrdained to the priesthood at the 0l1d Mission in .Santa Barbara,,
California, on Hay 25, 1974. :

His priestly assignments as a member of  our Franciscan province'
were- as associate pastor in the: following parishes:

A June 1974 - June 1975 "Ascension, Portland, Oregou.
- June 1975 - May 1977 Sts. Simon and.Jude, Huntington Beach CA
" May 1977 - July 1978 St.Francis, Spokane, Washington.
July 1978 - July 1985 Sts. Simon and Jude, Huntington Beach CA;
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In July 1985 Gary was accepted as a candidate .for incardination
into the diocese of Orange, and was assigned to St.Polycarp Parish,
Stanton, California, where he remained until February 1988 when the
diocese terminated his experiment of incardination because of
allegations of sexual misconduct.

'At‘this"pbihtihe returned to thé jurisdictidn of the Provincial

Minister of the Franciscan Province of Santa Barbara and was
directed to Villa Louis Martin in Jemez Springs, New Mexico, for
professional help. He remained there through September 1988.

Since that time he has been living at 17130 San Mateo, Apt. B 22,
Fountain Valley CA 92708; his phone is (714) 962-6790. He has
secular employment. o . o

' Dakland, Califoinia .
 ‘May 8, 1993 »
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Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS - 150034t Avenue Ookdand Caliomia 84601 (51015363722 Fax (510)536-2970

3. Summary of the pastoral attempts to dissuade  (Albert) Gary
Pacheco from getting in motion hisg est for a digpensation. -

When . Gary Pacheco approached his ‘provincial minister (major
superior) some five years ago to manifest his difficulties in
continuing in the priestly minigtry, the minister instructed him to
receive spiritual direction ‘and to undergo professional counseling .
at a center for priests. After living as & lay person for these
five years, Gary has no desire to continue to return. to the
priestly ministry.

Given the particular nature of the case and taking into
consideration the -fact that Gary believes he made a mistake in
accepting ordination, no further efforts have been made to dissuade
him from setting in motion his request for a dispensation.

Oakland Cal ifornia
May 6, 1993 -

"£r.Joseph Schwab, ofm -
Notary

REDACTED
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Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS 150034t Averwe Oakland Cakomia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

4. Statement of intent to leave the ministry.

After spending five years in prayef and discernment, Gary Pacheco
has - finalized his decision to. leave. the .ministry; his major

. superior also suspended him from the exercise of Sacred Orders from

the very. timé- when he manifested his inability to continue in the
priestly ministry. ,

ankland Cahfomia
: MaY 6, 1993 .

fr.Joseph Schwab, ofm
Notary

REDACTED
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. March 15, 1993

\ Provmce of St. Barbara

' FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avene  Oakland Caifmia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax(510)538-<3970

Sa. Decree of the nomination of the Interrogating Instructor and -

. the Recording Secretary for the interrogation of the petitiomer.

DECREE - NCCLCTED

- Inasmuch as (Albert) Gary. Pacheco, a solemnly professed priest

member of our province, has requested to be dispensed from solemn -
vows and the obligations - arising from ordination to: the holy
priesthood, I hereby nominate 1, "as ‘Interrogating
Instructor - for the purpose of taking the pe.rsonal deposition of

" (Albert) Gary Pacheco, since the distances in this case are

considerable. For the same >0ge and ‘because of the same réeason
I.also name as recording secretary, charging
both of them with the obligation of following the _"Procedural
Norms"™ issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,

_October 14, 1980.

Oakland, Cali fornia

1+ s

Melvin A. Jurisic M. E | REDACTED n

- .Secretary of the Province
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FY -
L\« - Province of St. Barbara

_FRANCISCAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenue Oaidand Calomia 84601 (510)535-3722 Fax(510)536~3970

5b. Decree of the nomination of the Jud Q Instructor and the
Recordin Secreta for the case.

"DECRERE

Inasmuch as (Albert) Gary Pacheco, a solemnly professed priest
member of our province, has requested to be dispensed from solemn
vows and the obligations arisino’ from. ordination to the hdly
"priesthood, 1 hereby nominate ofm as Judge
Instructor in this case, with Fr. Joseph Schwab .orm, as recording
secretary, charging them with the obligation of following the
"Procedural Norms® issued by the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the. Faith, October 14, 1980. '

‘Tr‘ﬂ. f”""-x-
Oakland Callfor ’
April 30,

1 +s

Melvin A. Jurisich, O.F.M.

Secfaf:ary_of the P.z_:ovince ' a | REDACTED
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FRANCISCAN FRIARS
ST. JOSEPH'S -

; '218 East 12th Street
! ' Los Angeles, California 90015
’ (213) 7485394

Questionnaire:
\l.vPachgco . Albert, Gary
2. Jan. 16,1947. Honolulu, Hawaii -
3. Both Parents deceased. _ _ :
4. Simple profe551on Sept. 17 1970, so%ﬁbmn profeSSLOn oct. 1,1973.
'5. Made regular declaratlops before deaconqte, cf. Canon- 1036 | A
:6- Ordained_May 25, 1974, Mission Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, CA. U.S.A.

- 7. At California State Unlver31ty, Hayward, Callfornla, took account-.
ing and some philosophy. '

8. Before prlesthood he took four years of theology at Franc1scan
School of Theology, Berkeley, California.

-9 There were no further studies. -

10. Before ordlnatlon some . parochlal ass1stance and hospltal
minlstry. ’ .

11. Pastoral work since ordination.

12. No particular difficulties before novitiate.

13. No difficulties were experienced during the novitiate.

14. No diffjiculties during period of studies prior to. ordination...

is.” since ordination Aaifficultiesdid not feel welcome at his £irst
assignment. Questioned whether he had made right decision. After this
first assignment of one year, he félt iuneasy about his vocation.

16 He chose priesthood more than religious life, since he was from
a.Franciscan parish. The pressure of the war influenced him. He -did not

want to go to war.

17. He was not persuaded by someone else to choose religlous life
or prlesthood Famlly tried to: dlscouraqe him.

18. He 'did not have a pre~novit1ate perlod. During novitiate the novice

- master was perhaps over-worked, with parish duties, as well of duties.
as local superior. After novitiate one of the formation personnel
wondered if he could handle the pressures of parish life.

19.. He has not suffered any physical or psycholoqical problems.
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p.2.

20. Before priestly ordination he was not derelict in a serious way about-
obligations assumed

21. n.a. :
f22. About seven. years ago..

'23. He applied to the Diocese of Orange about seven years ago. He did
-not decide to leave the priesthood at this time. .

24, He was exclaustrated about seven years ‘ago.

25. Yes, he received permission for exclaustratlon from the Mlnlster
‘General of the Order.. »

26. 17130 San Mateo, Apt. B. 22. FOuntain Valley, CA 92708.He lives
by himself. He has -a- secular job. .

~ 27, He has not attempted marriage .
28. He has no children

. 29. Be is now seeklnq dlspensatlon from the- obllgatlons of religious -
life and also from the obllgatlons of the priesthood, including that of
cellbacy. .

"30. He feels he was not properly prepared_ He was 1mmature in making »
commitment. The pressure of.the war,-did not want to serve in’ war. He ,
stayed in priesthood bedause of wishes of ‘his father.

He feds inadequately prepared for the priesthood, and feels i11l-
‘equipped to.continue as a priest. '

considened

_31 His dec151on is deflnltive and 1rrevocable

_’v32 He fully understands that if. a dlspensation from celibacy is granted
" ‘he will no longer be able to exercise priestly functions.

St. Joseph's Friary, Los Anqeles, Callfornla
April 1,1993

-_lz§é2££2§é%#;lfégéigef: ) .____Petitioner

__”;errogatinqllnstnﬁctor

1'\‘/'\/"
i

ia 'w.-
Y28 HED

Notary‘

REDACTED
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A ppendix m

1. A Model Formulary for the. Oath to be Sworn by the Petitioner:
' (cf. above, Part I, 105.2.2a, p. 33)

o M@fﬁ%ar-pﬂest (Le. the Peti&mer) swear that | have spoken -

(or-witkspeals) the whole truth and only the truth In my deposition, as 1 per-
ceive that truth before God and my consclence, and that I have explained (or.
wiltexptain) that truth completely and faithfully, wnthout adding, omnttmg or

. changing anything. So help me God, efcon.. |

h Place, day, month and year W / /9?3 04» ﬂ-«a‘f‘» Cﬁ
" signature: Frafedt s fdkarniest OFM

Petitioner

2. A Model Formulary For the Attestatxon by the Actuary (Notary):
' (cf aboue, Part m, 1052.2b, p. 33)

MAnd |, ‘testify that | am certaln as to the faithful

- transcription and correctness of these coples, which have been (will be) sent
- to the Congregatlon for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments.

_ Place, day, month and year. W///ﬁz/; ;An am7JA C A

~ Signature:. R Jpriest OFM
Actuary , oo

REDACTED

42

o - X . .
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- REDAcTgy

7.1 Deposition of .Fr.Kenan B. QOsborne, OFM

My name is Pater Kenan B.Osborne, O.F.M. I am 62 years old, a priest member of
the Franciscan Province of St:Barbara. My address is 1712 Euclid Avenue, Berkeley
CA 94709, U.S.A. I am the former Rector of the Seminary, Franciscan ‘School of
Theology, Berkeley CA.

I-knev Albert Gary Pacheco during his studies at Franciscan School of Theology,
from 1970-74. 1 was his rector, professor, and academic advisor.

I did not know him before he entered the novitiate. My knowledge of his family

" background, his temperament, qualities, deficiencies and his general manner of

conduct before solemn profession and ordination is contained in the accompanying
letter dated today, May 7, 1993..

As far as Gary s external conduct.1s concerned, there were no indications of

‘anything" setiously wrong. There were indications that temperamentally, he had
-problems. Without a serious external situation, the rector and the faculty felt

they could nOt deny him his request, both for profession and ordination.

With regard to his conduct since ordination, I believe that he had problems with'
authority figures. More than this, I cannot say; my contacts with him were
minimal. '

For the good of the Church and religious 1ife, I think it. wduld be better if he
were returned to the lay state with. a dispensation from obligations of Holy
Otders. I helieve that this request, in conscience, is the right thing to do.

I have pothing else to add to my ‘testimony.

Oakland, California

May 7, 1993

RV

Fr.Keran B.Osborne, O.F.M.

Witness'
: Fé)Jggeph Schwab O.F.M:
‘Notary
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FRANCISCAN SCHOOL OF. THEﬂ_OGY
4~ 1T12 EUCLID AVENUE
_ BERKELEY CALIFORNIA 94709

_ Re: 6ARY PACHECO

1 was the rector of the theologrcal seininary, The Franciscan Scicol of o

’l‘heology inBerkeley, California, during the time that Gary Pacheco -
was a semmarlan studying theo}ogy

Gary Pacheco at. that txme presented both myself and our Francrscan( :

- faculty with Some issues which were very: dilficult ta evaluate. By

nature he was a.quiet and introverted person: He. found it difficultto

-speak openly about his feelings and his percepuons The presence of
'authonty ngros in partlcular seemed to increase his reticence. His -

mother had died ‘and.he continued to suffera deep emotional

- struggle in’ acceptmg her death TWo of his aunts becanw surrogate
‘mothers for him; one of them was a-quite dominant:woman, and Gary

tended to accept her- suggesttons and desires ina. rather

‘'unquestioned y way., His father was alsoa, quiet but- powerful man,
-Even with hrs own’ brothers and sisters in Hawah. he was nota’
';commumeatrve lnd ividual, but nonetheléss he ‘wasan mdependent

fanrly wealthy and therefore poweriut person ‘Gary: reSpected his -
father and insiany ways: stood in‘aweof him. He would:never think =

of cross ing his father, just as he rarely crossed his-aunts. Emotional ly,

there were unresolved problems with Gary-as. regards the death of

~his mother a.nd the relauonshrps wrtli hts father and his aunts. .

_ Nonetheless Gary was his own person and- mwardly showed
stgns of angér-and even at'times.a touch of rebelhon These same.

‘feelings and suppressed feelmgs were part of his stance. toward the

seminary authorities and author ity figures in the Franciscan Order
Never, however, did any major confrontation take plaoe Gary -

.remained for the most part pa.ss ive’ and non—assertive

Asa semmary faeulty we were concerned. about thrs as far as

) pastoral mimstrywas concerned, since a pastoral minister needs to

be a leader rather than a follower. We were also concegned about h18
relauonsh:p to the religious community. However, there wéfeno

© serious incidences which we could present as a. deterrent for exther

his solemn vows or his. ordination.
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In retrospect, one can say that Gary operated at two levels: one
the public level, in his relattonsh:ps to family and seminary/order
authority fi igures. The other was his own personal life, which he .
tended to keep as quiet as possible. Eventually. these two snd&e of hns

~ . life-had ‘to come into conflnct '

At the very time that he was attending the theological
‘seminary and was up for votation, the faculty had to-deal witha
very difficult situation: namely, the death of Fr. Pierre Etchelecu,:
0.F.M., who was a major professor, the guardian of the community
and the student formation director. He was not oniy a key person in -
the community, but he was well like and very talented. His sudden
-death created a focus’ by the seminary faculty and the franciscan ,
" community, which unfortunately took away from the routine tasks of-
a seminary and community situation. As a resuft, not enough focus
'was given, perhaps, to Gary Pacheco's request for solemn vows and
for ord Ination. Had:the death of this person not taken place, and the
- _sntuauon was more ordinary, both myself and the facuity would have
‘been’less distracted and we would have attended to the details of '
Gary Pacheco's requests with much more dlllgence ‘

Given his present. request fof dnspensatnon 1 would want to say
'that for good of the people of God, it would be a most prudent step in
' grantmg this dispensation. The issues which Gary Pacheco must face
- as fegards his own introversion and author:ty ngunes ‘have not been’
resolved, and given his age, will not be resolved. As a result, he will -
- not work'well ina diocesan and parxsh situvation, in which authority -
. is-a major issue; nor will he as a result work well with the people.of a
- parish; since his unresoived feelings of anger and resentment will in

. ‘open and in subtle ways be taken out on the pamshtoners with.whom
. - he works.

Semmanes and seminary officials try hard todo what is right
for the Church, but there i$ never a clear and correct path to follow.
‘We do what we'can, given the grace of God, but at times our
.'judgments in retrospect, are seéen as incorrect. | truly believe that
-this was the.case for Gary Pacheco, and 1 would hope and pray that

Tor the good of the Church he receives the. dlspensatlon he is
: requestmg

: P KenanB Osbome ¢} FM
' May 7, 1993

OFM PACH 1 0408



Province of St. Barbara

, ,FR‘ANCI‘SQAN FRIARS 1500 34th Avenus  Oakland Caifomta94801 (510)536-3722 Fax (510}536-3970
7.2 Deposition of Fr.Michael Docherty, 0.F.M.-

My name is Father Michael Doherty,. O.F.M:, age 46, I am a priest

member of this Franciscan Province of St.Barbara. 1 am a member of

the provincial definitorium (council) and the guardian (Superior)

of the house of. studies, "“Franciscan School of Theology”, 1712 -
clid Avenue, Berkeley CA 94709.

I first knew (Albert) Gary Pacheco in 1969 when we went to the
novitiate together. We were classmates until graduation from the
Franciscan School of Theology in 1974. After that I was assigned to
the north, and he went South. We - knew -each other only at a
_distance, and the relationship was not close.

Gary is Hawaiian. His father remarried and Gary had no connection
with his step-mother. There were issues about going home and being
connected to his family there. There was also an unresolved
.question with his father about his real mother.

- When we were novices there was a question as to where Gary got h1s
affective needs met; it was evident to us that he was more needy.
than we were in this regard. The direction he took later never

. showed 1tself at that time, except perhaps in minor ways, e.g., at

- the: elementary .school: he truly enjoyed -being- with' children at-
‘recess. Looking back now, 1 see that he found something with the
¢children that he did not find with us- adults.

By tenperament Gary is easy going. I never thought that he had much
to contribute; in faet I. remember that some of us (his classmates)
.asked the -superiors why Gary was continuing on; we asked about the
wisdom of ordaining him. A number of us thought that he should not
- be ordained. Our concern was that Gary really seemed immature, so
-much so that when we asked ourselves if we would go to him for
‘counseling, the answer was no. :

4
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i

w:.th regard to his conduct before solemn profession and ordination,
he seemed more comfortable with younger people and the elderly than
he did with his peers and those somewhat older than he; with these

. he seemed unsure and"not as comfortable.

- Gary seemed very comfortable as a religious within the framework of

fraternal life, but I didn't get any indication that he would feel
comfortable in the role of leadership as a priest; in fact he
didn't show enthusiasm or desire for public ministry. ‘

Wwhat I know of his conduct since ordination is based on what others
have told me in the area of allegations, innuendo, rumor .and

- unsubstantiated talk concerning inappropriate sexual behavior with

minors. At the time I received this information he was ‘no longer
with the friars or under our Jurisdiction.

1 wonder how free -Gary was, amctionally and psychologically, to
make a decision to be ordained. I remember that he struggled with
issues relating to his father. Was he fulfilling his parents'

 "desire?.

I think that it would be in the best interests of the Church, the
order, and of Gary Pacheco himself, 1f he were freed from- the

. obligations of religious profession and priestly ordination. It was

a miscuing that he was ordained; not {ill will Just not. good

. judgment .

As his classmate I:can state in conscience that for me there is no

question at all: I never thought that he should have been ordained. S

I have . nothing ‘else to adad.

%WH%

" panville CA , Fr.Michael Dohefty, O.F.M.
May 10, 1993 : Witness :

 REDACTED
| MW 5"“’»1

eph Schwab, O.F.M.

ZDACTED ki
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7.3 Testimony of Fr.Robert M.Pementell, O.F.M.

- My name is Father Robert M.Pementell, O.F.M. I am a priest member

- of this Franciscan Prevince of Santa Barbara. 1 am 46 years old.
Presently I am the guardian (local superior) of San Damiano
Retreat, located in the. hxlls.above Danville (P 0.Box 767, Danville
CA’ 94526) '

. . - . . ]
I first met (Albert) Gary Pacheco in our year of novitiate. I lived
with him for-one year then, and saw him regularly after that for
two years. Then I lived with him for another year at the Franciscan
.School of . Theology, Berkeley CA, where we were both students.
Later, when I was still a student of theology I spent two summers
" in a parish .(in Tigard OR) where Gary was statloned and’ which he
later v151ted. .

Wlth regard to his family background I remember the followxng his.
- mother had died prior to his entrance into the novitiate. The times
that. I met his father, he seemed needy and shy. Gary mirrored his
father in this respect. I even got the feeling that the family was
. dumping Gary; thé novitiate was a safe place to be, and his father
-was returning to Hawaii. Gary spoke a lot about an aunt who owned
‘a restaurant in Hawaii. I have a feeling that she may have taken
the place -0of Gary's mother. :

As far as his general manner of conduct goes, .first, I didn't know .
him before the novitiate Then I didn't.see much growth or change -

in him: what he was before- was the same . that he was after
ordination.» _ . . .

His temperament he held in lots of anger; he didn't know how to

express it. His anger came out as embarassment. He was simple and

‘'very shy and got embarassed if you looked at h1m. He had feminine

characteristics, and we referred to him as a little old lady. He
. was capable of friendship, but in a very limited and exclusive way.
"We didn't want to befriend him nor he us.

‘His deficiency was that he could not relate to his peers His peer
level was little kids, both in Sacramento- (novitiate) and in Tigard,~

_(one of his first assignments). He became a little kid around -
children. - ) P :

He was a weak person, without character, he was a follower, not a
leader; a restricted person. His devotion was a lot of show; it was‘*
shallow. He was not a great communicator.v

-

- On the other hand he had the qualities of gentleness and kindness,
from whatever motive I don't know. :

‘SpeC1fically with regard to his behavior before ordlnatlon, as 1
:reflect back on the years when I lived with him, I now question his
-suitability for living the religious life and the authenticity of
-his vocation because he seemed all taken up with externals; he was
. trying too hard to get all dressed up; it was a show, something
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visual.

- As far as his conduct after ordination to the priesthood goes, I
remember seeing him holding children who were surrounding him; this

- was a continuation of a practice which I first noticed about him in
Sacramento; he spent lats of time walking across the school yard to
be around the children. His ministry and religious life were all -

around kids. He thrived on it. We said that he was like a mother
hen. .

I understand that there 1s a restraining order which prohibits him
- from going on the property of Sts.Simon and Jude patrochial school
in Huntington Beach. This makes me think that something occurred.
His continual concern with externals, his lack of commun1cation
skills and his limited ability to relate to adults indicate to me
that he wasn't suitable for the religlous l1ife and priestly

ministry. He would not be qualifxed for any type of_leadership
posit1on. E o . '

I am in favor of, and ) ¢ support Gary s request’ to return to the lay
-state. I have no hesitation in affirming this in cohscience. It
believe that it ‘is for the benefit of the Church, the Order and for -

- .Gary himself. I would say the same even if there had not been any
. difficulties regarding children.

Looking back, I thihk that there was so much lacking .in his

vocation; he- should not have been allowed to make profession or tov
be ordained.

t-Danvillé CA | o - ' v ’ . T :
May 11, 1993 _ ) [ Lot 1. Porrantld_ . O,
- Robert M,Pementell, 0 F.M.
Witness

MW@+
seph -Schwab, O.F.M.

" Notary

,i :
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7.4 Testimony of Fr.Paul F.Warren, O.F.M.

1. CGeneral Information:

My name is Paul F.Warren, O. F M., a priest of the Prov1nce of Santa

' _ Barbara, age 45. At present I am the director. of San Damiano

Retreat, P. O B. 767 Danville CA 94526.

'  2 My knowledge of Gary Pacheccr

-1 have known (Albert) Gary Pacheco since 1971 when we were together .
- for two years ‘as friar students at the Franciscan School of
_Theology in Berkeley CA.. Since that time I have had no close
contact w1th him. : ; ,

3 His famlly bacquound~

I know that when we were students his mother was already deceased
and his father lived in Hawaii. He seemed to have a close but odd
relationship with his father I think that‘ he was an only child.

'4 HlS conduct before profession and ordination.

I ‘was surprlsed that he was accepted for solemn profe351on. I

questioned his’ f1tness for life in community as well as for
ministry.

" He was bright enough to get through studies, but he was no genlus,
" he was an average to less—than-average student.

On the positive side, he was gentle and this gentleness had a
. certain appeal; he was not threatening. However he did carry it to -
an unhealthy extreme. If he disagreed it was in private. At times
he was quick tempered. over things which did not warrant such



us were being confronted with at the time. His cler1cal affectation
about externals seemed to have higher priority. He was hiding
behind the superficialities of clerical or religious life.

6. His conduct since ordination:

His emphasis on externals seeméd to hide the internal struggles
.over his vocation. For example, I remember that when he was already
a priest he once said that with the emphasis on the resurrection
now, we should remove the corpus from our crucifixes. He didn't
seem to understand its meaning.

I heard from people who had lived with him that there were rumors

and suspicions that Gary had engaged in 1nappropriate behavior with
chlldren . '

7. My opinion of hiS'request:

‘Given my - hesrtation at the time of his profession, in conscience I
think - that Gary's request to be dispensed from vows and the
obligations of priestly ordination is appropriate and should be

f@%@

Paul F.Warren, O.F.M.
Witness

Danville CA
May 11, 1993

- Joseph Schwab, O.F.M.
Notary
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7.5 Testimony of Fr.Michael D.Guipnan, 0.F.M.

1. General Information:

My name is Father Michael Guinan, O.F.M. I am 54 years old and a
priest member of the province of St.Barbara. I have been teaching
Sacred Scripture at the Franciscan School of Theology in Berkeley
CA for the last twenty-onc ycars. My address is 1712 Euclid Avenue,
Berkeley CA 94709, U.S.A.

2. My knowledge of Gary Pacheco:

I lived in community with him for one and a half. years; at that
time I had just joined the faculty of the Franciscan School of
_ Thenloqgy- and was a member of the formation team. I don't remember
- seeing. him after his ordination. )

3. His family beckground: :

It seems to me that his family lived in Hawaii; his mother had
died, and his father rewmarried. ' :

4 His conduct before prdfession and ordination:

"He was extremely withdrawn; he had very poor soc1a1 skills both
inside and outgide the community. He spent a great length of time
in his room, and had no friends inside or.outside the house.
‘Because of this I had reservations about his potential for
ministry-

3. Indications of a_lack of vocation before ordination:

I believe that thHere may have been indications of a lack of -
-. vocation before ordination; as. a member of the formation team I had

-severe reservations regarding both his proper intention and his -

suitability for 1iving the religious and priestly 11fe :

- However since 1 was new at the school, and community, I deferxed to

' the rest of the formation team who had more experience than I. With
regard to his ordination, I held out and, as I recall, I was the
-last one to vote "yes", and did so reluctantly. What’ 1nf1uenced me
.to give a positive vote wias the fact that Gary got a fairly good
repoxt from his ministry assignment However, ny support was. never
'wholehearted . )

_‘Kpowing what I now know through my expefience'in‘formatiOn work, I
- .would never vote for someone like Gary; however, he was one of the

-first ones with whom I was involved as a member of the formation :
team

6. His conduct since ordinat1on’

- I heard that ‘he was having difficulties in some assignments and
that he had wanted to leave the orxder and join a. diocese.
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7.. My opinion of his request:

I believe that the request of (Albert) Gary Pacheco to returm to
the lay state and to be dispensed from the vows of religion and the
obligations arising from holy orders must be upheld, and 1 support.

. it completely in conscience. His solemn profession and ordination

were, simply, a mistake.

1 have nothing futher to add.

Oakland ca ’ 9, B - B(/QA
© May 14, 1993° o . W/o

Michael D. Guinan O-F.M.
Witness

_' MW oi0y 8

seph Schwab O F M
Notary

REDACTED
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7.6 TeStimony of Patrick Groves, O.F.M.

1. General Information:

My name is Patrick Groves, O.F.M., age 45. I am a professed friar

of. the prov1nce of Santa Barbara; at present I am Provincial
Director of Ongoing Formation and assistant chaplain of St.Anthony
Foundation, San Francisco CA. My address is St.Boniface Fr1ary, 133

.Golden Gate Ave., San.Francisco CA 94102

2 My knowledqe of Gary Pacheco°

We were. together in formation for f1ve years, beglnning in 1969 in
the nov1t1ate, since theén I have not had much contact: with him.

~3 Hxs family hackground.‘

I remember that Gary missed having hxs mother; he was very close to
an aunt and hlS father. :

4.-H1s.conduct before profession and ordination::
5. Indications of a lack of vocation before ordination:

'He was somewhat immature with -regardf to the reality of the

religious life - as distinct from living the religious life. (He
had no pre-novitiate formation as the rest of us -did.) He was
sincere- in. liking the religious life but he didn't seem to be .
connected to the real down-to-earth part of it.

In the nov1t1ate it struck me as strange or weird that his friends

- were all children and not his classmates:; he’ would come .out from

church in an alb and go into the schoolyard. I didn't think so much
of it then, but looking back now it seems inappropriate, as if he.
was trying to impress little kids in order to be liked by them.

- Throughout the years of formation he had only one close friend. Was

this because he had dlfficulty in relating to adults? Was he reallyA
an adult?

6f His conduct since'ordinatioﬁ:

I haven't seen him much since his ordination.

'7..M2gdpinion.0f his'request’

'-I could support or uphold his request in conscience, - based on my

observation of his immaturity during the years af formation.
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8. Other remarks:

1 would not be surprised if the impetus for Gary Pacheco s vocation
came irom his ‘family and- that he was being good" by following

San Francisco CA Patrick D. Groves, O0.F.M.
May 13, 1993 : Witness '

MW BQZ‘M

Joseph Schwab, O.F.M.
Notary

'REDACTED -
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REDACTED | .

7.7 Testimonv of

My name is I am a Franciscan priest, and .1 am

60 years of age. I 11ve at St.Boniface Friary, 133 Golden Gate

Ave., San Francisco, California 94102 where 1 am the pastor of St..

Boniface Parish. From. 1979 until 1988 I.was the povincial minister
- {provincial superior) of this Franciscan Province of St.Barbara.

L hold a doctorate in sociology from the University of Califormia.

I first came to know Gary Pacheco at the time when I was elected. '
minister of this province. I never knew him well, and then only as.
provincial minister. The only knowledge I had about his general
manner of conduct and temperament before ordination came from what .
‘I read in the f11es at the provxncxal office.

With regard to h1s conduct after ordination I can say that he
‘certainly seemed immature in some areas; for instance, there were
complaints that he spent most of his time with the school children
and neglected relating to adults. He seemed to havé many worldly
-attachmernits to things, such as vestments. When he was transferred
from Spokane, Washington to - Huntington Beach, Callforn1a, he
brought 2@ whole moving van full of possessions, mostly vestments.

-What was really strange is that he proposed himself as pastor of
the parish in Huntington Beach. He had no experience as pastor and
yet he was convinced that he would b= pastor, and that he would

make an excellent one. He was out of touch with his own inage and
@ " talents. - ~

Gary seemed to fit a common syndrome of people with low self- -worth: -
they move between grandiosity and worthlessness. This is a great‘- : >
‘handicap for a priest: at one moment he feels worthless and then, -
because he is a priest, he feels that he can do anything.
Grandiosity is a very dangerous syndrome in a candidate for ‘the

.priesthood because it make the prlesthood equlvalent to great
"~ . stature and position.

_.Gary seemed overly preoccupied with be1ng from.a different culture.

- His signs of grandiosity with-his lack of abillty to perform were
" striking. -
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I certainly support Gary Pacheco's request to leave the order; he
" wanted to leave some time ago. With regard to the priesthood; his
inability to relate to adult .parishioners and his sense of
grandiosity would seem to indicate his inability to function as a-
priest; his resistence to correction and change indicate to me that

.- he.is unable to change. Therefore in conscience I would support his

-petition to return to the lay state with departure from the Order
and with a dlspensation from the obligations arising from sacred
Orders.

'San Francisco, Callfornia
_May 13, 1993

Witness

ks oFMm
Jdge Schwab O.F.M.

Notary
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28 Tliary G o ey fribet 0o

June 10, 1993

ia. My name.ls Garibaldl, Fr. Anthony.
ib. I am ey years of age.
ic. f'am a priest member of the Province of St. Barbara.

id. My address is:
Fr. Anthony M. cGaribaldi, o.f. m.
Casa de Paz. y Bien
_P.O. Box 220 .
© Scottsdale, Arizona 85252~ 0220
. U. S. A.

‘1. iiamothe.éoerdien of -the house heré in Scottsdale.

2. I first met Fr. Gary Pacheco, ¢.f.m. in Sacramento, California
at his-investiture into the novitiate. I had attended the
college seminary with other members of his novitiate ¢lass,

. and I was attending the service to celebrate with them. I was
: : - still in college at the time, and I would read at the parish
; . . Sunday Eucharist. Gary Pacheco was the sacrifitan at the time
: so'I saw him at least once a week. I reapplied to the
Franciscan formation program and was accepted. I therefore
spent nore time at the novitiate and saw Gary Pacheco in other
c1rcumstances other than sacristan.

. After Fr. Gary s novitiate, he moved to the house of thedlogy

. in Berkeley, Ca. One of the requirements of my formation was |
that Y was to spend one year in community life prior to my"
entrance into the novitiate. I was assigned to live that year
in Berkeley. = I therefore lived with Fr. Gary Pacheco in
Berkeley from 1970-1971. .In 1971, I Qid my novitiate and

- returned to Berkeley in 1972. I lived in community with Fr.

. Gaxry Pacheco from my return from the novitiate until his
-ordination to deaconate and priesthood

; , I was ordained deacon in. 1975 and was assigned as a deacon to

} . .~ St. Anthony's church in Tigard, Or. Fr. Gary was stationed
- * ,at that tiwme at Ascension Parish in Portland across the city

from Tigard. I saw him occasionally at.that time. '

I was then ‘ordained to the prxesthood in 1976 and ‘was not
stationed with Fr. Gary until 1980 when I was transferred to
.Ss. Simon .and Jude Parish in Huntington Beach, California.
zI was an: associate pastor .with him there until 1985, -

'I believe that I am qualified to give pertinent observations' '
about Fr.. Gary Pacheco. : .

3. At the timé I knew -Fr. Gary, his father was still alive and
= his mother had died. I am not sure of his mother's date of
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death, but I know that it was when Gary was a young boy. Fr.
Gary was ba51cally raised by his father and an aunt who lived
in Hawaii. His father remarried. Fr. Gary had a polite and
courteous relationship with this woman, but the relationship-
could not be described as warm. Fr. Gary did not have any .
brothers or sisters and was raised in Qakland, California.

~ His father and new wife moved to Hawaii. I recall that Fr.

Gary had a job as an accountant prior to hlS entrance into the
Order.

I aid not know Fr. ‘Gary Pacheco prior to his entrance into the
novitiate.

During novitiate, Fr. Gary work in the sacristy. He was axi
introvert and a very quiet person. He was responsible, and

~had. a spirituality which could be- described as overly

'pletlstlc. He .was very interested in the liturgical

envirénment, and was always decorating the Church. Fr. Gary |

was always polite and courteous. He was always quiet and one
would have to initiate conversation with him in order to talk

* with ‘him.. Fr. Gary was reserved and did not often share any
of his feelings with others.

' Durlng novitiate, Fr. Gary would spend a great amount of time.

in the presence of the school children at St. Francis school
in Sacramento, california. At first this seemed to be a great
pastoral quality. Fr. Gary was very good with children, but
he never was able to relate to the adults of his community or
the parish. He was extremely verbal with the children, but

"~ extremely quiet .with ‘the adults. He . was physically

" affectionate with the children, and on one occasion, I saw
him rub the belly of one of the children in the school yard.
The child was sitting on Fr. Gary's.lap; I felt uncomfortable
about ‘it, but did not think that it had specific sexual

= overtones. -

The year I moved into the house of theology as a layman, .

Fr. Gary had just finished his novitiate.” He too was moving o

_into-the house of theology. I remember the number of statues
which he had in his room. There had to be at least 30 -

~different Statues of saints. He was extremely involved in the

externals of piety,. but never Verbalized the spirituality or
‘theology behind it.

There was an incident that occurred when I returned from
novitiate as a friar which ‘I feel indicates the type of
-mentality .of Fr. Gary ‘Pacheco at the time. Fr. Gary was

_ “observing the anniversary of the death of his mother.. He had
; taken. a great amount of time to decorate and arrange the

chapel for a spec:l.al Eucharist which the community was going.
"to.celebrate with him.  Unfortunately, some other friars had
- come-‘into the chapel and rearranged the chapel to accommodate
the little choir they were going to sing wlth There was no
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maliciousness involved in the rearrangement just convenience
so that all would be more comfortable during the celebration
of the Eucharist. Fr. Gary was so upset that he started.
crying. and sobbing and sadly-did not attend the Eucharist in
honor of his mother. He went to his room and closed the door.
It seemed to me that the reaction was very extreme. He wanted
the chapel his way and though the rearrangement was not done -
out of i1l will, Fr. Gary I felt over-reacted. - His
-relationship with his mother was close, and I always felt
after that that he had never thoroughly grieved the death of
his mother. That was never resolved in hlS heart and soul.
It was extremely sad.

'IAAt another time, Fr. Gary's father. invited the community to
come over to his house in Oakland for a celebration of
. Christmas. It was a pleasant party for the community. Fr.
Gary had spent his entire free time baking cookies for the
event and decorating his father's house for  the Christmas
" season. The decorations were extensive ahd he had to spend
"a great deal of time doing them. What struck me about the
situation was that Fr. Gary tried to reconstruct the home the
way his mother had decorated it. Again it seemed that Fr.
Gary was living in the past with a spirituality from his
-childhood which had not developed maturely.’

5. Though I believe that Fr. Gary believed that he had a vocation
to the religious life and priesthood, I do not believe that
he had resolved the pain and abandonment he experienced at his

_mother's death. - I am not a professional, but Fr. Gary would

constantly talked about what bis mother used to do and what
his mother cooked.

- 6. ' When I was assigned to Ss. Simon & Jude Church ianuntington
. -Beach, california, I lived in community with Fr. Gary for five

years. I observed the following conduct on the part of the
petitioner. _

.. Fr. Gary continted to decorate extensively. He,would.decorate
- the parish office extensively for both c¢ivil and religious
holidays. This decoration was very exaggerated. He continued
to be involved in the decoration of the: liturgical environment
in the Church. He was constantly saving and storing these
. decorations for future use. This preoccupatian ‘with the
" decoration:of the environment often distracted from the other .
- parochial responsibilities of the’ ministry 1 remember one ’
- timé at the dinner table when the -pastor,
asked Fr. Gary about some of the theological-
~and 8p al reasons for the decorations.. Fr. Gary did not .
- answer from a theological or spiritual’ point of view, but--
rather from solely- their appearance.A

I also became aware at this time of Fr. Gary's drinking.. Fr.
" Gary began to drink alcohol heavily.at this time. I witnessed
‘him getting drunk a number of times. I know of one instance
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with a family who attended the parish that the father of ,the‘_ .
family would not serve Fr. Gary another drink because he was
drunk. .

Ss. Simon & Jude had a parochial elementary school. Fr. Gary
would spend a great deal of time -over at the school visiting.
- the various classrooms and associating with the children,
especially the younger grades. He would spend a great deal
of his time out on the school yard during recess and lunch
.. hour with the children. He was often very affectionate with
the children. ’ o :

~ He would frequently visit various families in the parish who
had young children in the school. He .would attend their
- various birthday parties and different family celebrations.
- Fr. Gary did not associate :that much with the upper grades, -
" because he found it very difficult to relate to them.

Fr. Gary would visit two families in particular on a regular
basis, the HEEEEE>nd thelllllllll He very often would hold
.the children and touch and rub the children. The actions were’
- very affectionate, and being that Fr. Gary had a quiet and
.gently disposition I felt that there was nothing out of 1line
going on. : : ' v ' _

One year after I left the parish of Ss. Simon & Jude, I had
an occasion to talk with Mrs. |l on thé telephone. She
related to. me . that unfortunately, a priest from .the
neighboring parish of St. Bonaventure's had been arrested for
child molestation. She related that when she first heard the
- news on the radio that she  thought that they were talking
about Fr. Gary. She obviously.felt that he was inappropriate
with his behavior with children. ' o

. There are two other aspects of my living with Fr. Gary whicéh. =
- I would like to describe and which I believe were indicative

of Fr. Gary's self-image and mentality.

Fr. Gary.would spend quite a few ‘of his days off at
‘Disneyland, a fantasy park for children in Anaheinm, -
California. It was relatively a short distance from the
parish and he would spend his day off there. "He would not
‘talk about this directly, but it would slip out when he
had been drinking -heavily. He mentioned that he would épend
.. his vacation there .also. His vacation lasted three weeks out .
‘of every year.- I . believed this behavior to be excessive.
The other aspect ‘I wish to relate is that Pr. Gary. had a
- picture of himself as'a young boy of ten or eleven over his
. desk. ' Again, I am not a professional, but such behavior .
- indicated to me that Fr. Gary did not see himself as an adult.
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After I ‘had been transferred to my new assigmment in
Scottsdale, Arizona, I found out that Fr. Gary wanted to join
- the local diocesan clergy. This did not surprise me since he .
never really related in community. He was always quiet and
. tended to work and live alone. He would attend. community
functions, but had difficulty relating to ‘others in- the’
community outside of community functions.

It - 15 ‘my understanding that Pr. Gary was accused of -
‘inappropriate behavior with small children when he was living .
as. a priest in the Diocese of Orange. ~ It is also my

- understanding that the -parents of the children involved in
order to prevent public scandal asked the Bishop to remove Fr.
Gary from the Diocese. My understanding is that the Bishop.
gave Fr. Gary 30 days to leave the diocese  without. making
contact with any of the families he used to visit. Fr. Gary
went to some of these familjes to .say ‘good-bye. The’ ‘Family
who accused Fr. Cary of .inappropriate behavior found out about.
it, and reported those. incidents to the Bishop who then told
Fr. Gary to leave the Diocese in 24 hours. To my knowledge,

. Pr. Gary then went into psychological. treatment for his
behavior and -left community life after the conclusion of"
treatment. I visited Fr. Gary once in treatment and I have
"to say I did not see¢ any change ‘in attitude or behavior. When .
asked by the professional team at the treatment center what
were my feelings about Fr. Gary, I mentioned how he was doing
not drinking. To my surprise, Fr. Gary had not told thenm
about his drinking behavior or the extent of his drinking.

7. I am relieved that Fr. Gary has petitioned to leave the order’
. and- to be dispensed from his obligations of Sacred Orders.
‘I believe through no fault of his. own, PFr. Gary .entered:
- religious life to deal with his grief over his mother's death.
I believe that at the time of his ‘mother's death, Fr. Gary
became emotionally frozen as.well as psychologically frozen,
_and did not mature in the normal developmental way. I believe
" that this lead him into a great deal of mental anguish over
* ‘the pain which was unresolved at theé death of his mother, and
" prévented him from developing in thé appropriate psychosexual
- nanner. The good of the Church and the Order needs to be
protected. Fr. Gary's beéhavior did cause personal scandal to
‘a family in the Diocese of Orange and fortunatély never
" reached the public forum and thus public ‘'scandal was- avoided.
.I do. believe.in conscierice for Fr. Gary's good and the good
-of the Church that this dispensation from religious life and
- Sacred Orders be granted. :

8. I have . nothing to add at this time: and make myself aVailable

for any further questioninq which might be helpful in this -
case. ,

Give.n this Tenth day of June, Nineteen Hundred and Ninety-'rhree at
.the Friary of the Casa de Paz y Bien, Scottsdale, Arizona, U. S A.
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FRANCISCAN FRIARS <é$ 4
OLD MISSION O
. 2201 Laguna Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

June 8, 1993

REDACTED
St. Ellzabeth Frlary -
1500 34th Avenue
Oakland, CA

94601
"RE: TESTIMONY IN BEHALF OF REV. GARY PACHECO, O.F.M.
Reverend and

) -I'first met Fr. Gary Pacheco in 1968 at Mary Help of
" Christians in Oakland, CAlifornia., He was at that time
a layman as was I. We were candidates for the Franciscan
Order. To my recollection we mét originally at a meeting
for candidates held by FPr. Geoffrey Bridges, ofm. Later
we met infrequently for mutual dialogue and support as we
journeyed together. .

, Gary was the son of Portugese parents . His mother
had"died (he never .shiared the specifics that I recall) and
‘his father was living in Hawaii. Gary was born there in
Hawaii and 1ived there during the war. ~ :

He was very devoted to his mother and sensed a great
loss. - He'rarely talked of his father. -

‘We entered the Novitiate tOgether in-Sacramento, California, ..
on September 14, 1969. We made simple vows the following
year on September 17th. . ' o

During. that year, Gary was not only my friend, but
. seemed to latch on to me very closely. Everywhere I went,
he went. We even shared work in the'sacristy of the Church.
‘I never experienced him as intense in his pursuit of the
Franciscan 1ife, but I was into my own. struggles at the
" time and perhaps not aware of any problems he may have had.
I do know -that I observed at the time to some .of my fellow
novices that he was: frequently found sitting on the school
"yard in the morning with one or two little boys in his arms.
Typically ve 1aughed it off and went about our bu51ness.
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REDACTED  RE=-C..D

After the novitiate, GAry and I wvere students togetber
at the Franciscan School of Theology in Berkeley, California.
I was pursuing both a M.Div. degree from the Franciscan
-School and also a M.A. degree from the Graduate Theological
Union also in Berkeley. Gary chose only to opt for a pro- -

. fessional degree from F.S.T. I don't think either of us
could have been classified as avid- students, but he always
found more t1me than I for free space.

I remember distinctly that he had a passion for changing
the color of his decor in his room according to the liturgieal

- Seasons. It was:'not uncommon to find green bed spread, -
- etc. one day and then white or réd on other days.

He -also had the practice of brlnging out a lace table
. €loth oncertain days significant to his mother. He said
she had made it and he would set a table with candles on
-the day of her death, her b1rthday, and so on. . I took this
to be ‘a deep devotion to the memory of his mother whom he.
1oved very much. -

Again we were inseparable. People used to kid us about
it and while,I felt uncomfortable with it, I felt more strongly
that I was the only friend Gary had. At times he could
exasperate me, but that was always short lived and we would

' . . soon be buddies agaln. Many of the- students called him

my "shadow".

I remember too shortly before ordinatlonf he remarked
to.me. that after he made final vows no one would tell him
what to do and he did not have to accept any assignment
‘he did not want because "Fr. Jeff  (Bridges) had said" so. .
I challenged him on that one but he ‘was firm in his belief
. that once professed, his 1ife would be pretty much as he -
vould have it. .

In the second year of our- studles Gary did almost a
complete turnaround. A student(and later Fr. Richard Ju81x)
came . Gary immediately latched on to Richard as he had.
.previously hung on to me. It was almost like night and

day. .I admit that I worried for a while that .I had offended
"'him but that never seem to materialize. 1In fact I was later
to ‘admit to myself and to others that I was glad to be free..
. It was in that second year that Gary and I no longer shared

‘a life together. :

He was‘ordained with Fr. Victor Diaz,

and. myself at the ‘01d ‘Mission in Santa Barbara, California,
on May 25, 1974. :

How well I rememberl 1 began the day after with a

small group for a Mass of Thaksg1v1ng at the Poor Clares
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in Santa Barbara. Next we attended the Mass for Gary at

the friars' chapel in Santa Barbara where Gary vested in

red velvet celebrated with a fifty piece boys choir from

Ascension Parish in Portland, Oregon. This was followved

by a breakfast hosted by Gary's dad in the dining room of
the 0l1d Mission.

Gary's dad was here with a'lady friénd from many years

' who I assumed to be-the future Mrs. Pacheco. But at one
of the gatherings of our families, he decided. that my mom

would get his attention. (My mother,.who was a widow, politely
but . firmly declined to get involved) I understand that

after they got back to Hawa11.‘they did indeed get married.

I believe that I have heard. since then that Gary's dad has
dieg. .

Gary and I shared a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Eliz-
abeth Church in Oakland, California, which was our home

‘parish and.where we had worked together -during our time

at Berkeley. During the celebration, he leaned over to. .
tell me, “Relax and enjoy it. WE worked for it and its
all-over."” I never. thought of it again until Just now as
I write this letter. :

I can't even tell you of Gary s a331gnments. ‘That's
how distant we had become. )

I next caught up with him.in Huntington Beach, California,
in 1982 while I was" Spirltual Assistant to the Secular Franciscan
Order for the Province. Gary was the local Spiritual Assistant
there and I went down for a-canonical visitation of the

.community. He chose not to be present during the proceedings

and refused my invitation to concelebrate the community
Mass. He stayed in his room at the friary and, other than
for meals, entered into no conversation. He never once
wore the Franciscan habit while I. was there but chose, -
rather. to 'wear an alb with a cord around it. ‘The staff -

. said ‘that this was his usual garb and was not overly concerned

bout it. They did show me his personal collection of vestments

‘which vere housed-in a separate section' of the sacristy:
I was ‘admittedly impressed. They were beautiful.

Scuttle butt at the time. among- the friars indicated'

' that Gary vas often a-guest in the homes- of the male-students
- from the parish sghool and had been reported as having gone
to sleep there from an overlndulgence of alcohol.

I was also in Huntlngton ‘Beach for -the ordinatlon of
Fr. Vince Hughes, ofm, and this time found Gary to be open
and willing to talk. He told me at that time that he was.
considering incardination into the Diocese of Orange. He -~
seemed happy vith his dec151on and at peace. I wished him

well. .
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1 believe that later I did in fact hear that Gary had
gone to the Diocese and was awaiting incardination.: That .
apparently did not work out, but I do not know the particulars
- of that time in his life.

Frankly I have heard nothlng since untll this request for
testimony in his behalf.

I do believe as I reflect upon it, there Yere'signs
"along the wvay which would lead to Gary's decision to seek
dispensation from vows and from his priestly commitment.

I genu1nely feel that Gary ‘has a real. . problem with
his relationships with boys. I can not say clinically or.
-actually if there is pedophilia here. I only suggest that
thlS is a distinct possibility in ny m1nd.,

Secondly he ‘has a definite need for a strong persona;ity_
-on which he can depend. I always thought of him as a follow-'
er not a leader. ' v :

Thirdly, I have- always wondered 1f Gary's vocation
was not more-a gesture of love for Momma and an escape from
Daddy than a personal call.

I have never believed from the time I was with him
in'Huntlngton Beach -that he was dedicated to his Franciscan
life. I do think in some real way he was dedicated to his

" priestly. llfestyle but I don't know that I would say to
his priestly vocation.

. I loved Gary. I was his friend for many years. I

don't know if I ever really knew him as this letter will
bear testimony to. I. chose to overlook many of his actions
that I felt vere suspect. I chose to believe that he was
sincere in all he did. I chose to say, "Well, he's Portugese
you know?* while not knowing what that even meant to me. -

" I feel responsible to some degree.that I never told others
of my concerns. And I take full responsibility for failing
Gary in this regard.- .

I would hope that his petition for dispensation would.
be granted for I do not feel that he will ever be happy
or fulfilled as a Franciscan or a priest. And the people

- of God deserve better ‘than  that for pastoral 1eadership.
And Gary deserves to be free. _

Thank you for asklng for this testlmony. It has been
‘both palnful and freeing. "I am grateful to.- God and to you -
for the Opportunlty to get it out.

And to you, Gary, wherever you are:. May God give you
peace. o
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Respectfully submitted this elght day of June in the
yeaxr of Our Lord 1993. .

Fr. William Brand ofm
Chaplain

St. Francis Medical Center
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WITNESS REMARKS IN THE CASE OF GARY PACHECO

RE: DISPENSATION FROM RELIOUS LIFE AND OBLIGATIONS OF PRIESTHOOD

Y. Regards the witness:

Meési, O.F.M., Vintent
age: 49 years - :
status: religious priest; Franciscan.
address: St. Mark Church :
18033-15th. Pl. N.E.
Seattle, Washington 98155

2. Knowledge of petltloner'

Gary Pacheco and I were in theolog1cal studies together
and later, after Gary's ordination. to the deaconate, we
were statidéneditogether at St. Anthony Church #n Tigard,
Oregon. I have not seen him for about twelve years.

3.. Family Background;

When I met Gary in seminary, all I knew was that his mother
had passed away. (Perhaps there was a divorce, I am not sure).
But, I met Gary's father on several occasiénsi He seemed to
‘ . be a quiet and religious man. 'He was always -hospitable to
s the friars. He seemed gentle. His background (Gary's) was
@ . : Portuguese. : o o

Qualities and deficiences before priestly ordination:

I lived with Gary for a year-after he was ordained deacon.
I was associate pastor at the time. ' Both the pastor and.I
liked Gary and he was liked by a number of parishioners.
He was a-fun loving person--even though ‘he was shy.  He. liked
- to play practical jokes. He did seem at times to be caught
. up with the trappings of religious life -—garb, etc. -Looking
- back on it now, people really did not come to him often for '
oo spiritual guidance and counsel Perhaps they did not trust
©°  his wisdom. . ; _

S. Intention before ordination and profession:t

- I think Gary genuinely wanted to- be ordained But, perhaps
the motives were mixed. "I think it was a way "upward" forx
Gary; maybe ordination 'was a way for Gary to shine. Again,

~ I do not think the renewal ‘'of Vatican II. had caught on with
Gary.. .

6. His conduct'sinCe ordination:

After ordination to prlesthood Gary was a551gned’to another .
parish--not the parish of. hlS diaconate. . This was somewhat
unusual. - Gary was upset. ' He never got over it. 1In fact,
to our annoyance, Gary was often found on the front steps

of our parish--actess town (the parish where he spent his
time aswdeacon)- after Mass on-any given Sunday morning.

‘His pastor at Ascension Church in Portland was quite upset
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@ with Gary. He never settle in at his new parish. For
s whatever reasoa, Gary could not get on with his life. .

Later, I heard that he was trying to enter the diocesan
priesthood for the Diocese of Orange in California. I lost
all contact with him. I must say that his conduct around.
children, boys especially, made me a little nervous. The
childyen became more and-more a source of emotional support’
for him. Of course, this is all hindsight now. I know of

. no inappropriate behavior, however--the kind that could lead
to prosecution. I guess what I saw was an immaturity on
‘Gary's .part and a need to be loved and accepted Kids seemed
to give that.

7. ‘My oplnlon of-the petitioner's request:

I think that Gary Pacheco s petltion for a dispensatlon from
religious»life and the priesthood. should be granted.. His
ordination was probabty for the wrong reasons which only
- surfaced later. I heard it said that he was"involved in
.some misconduct since I have seen him; I do notknow if this
is true. -But, if Gary does not receive the love and attention
that he needs, it could happen that he would be involved
in some behavior not suited for religious life-—any life
for that matter.
" I do.believe that pepple make mistakes in life and therefore,
believe that this request for' dispensation from vows and
the priesthood should be. granted.

8. Other remarks whlch might shed light on this case:

tIn closing, I do not wish to defame Gary's character. I
think his request. should be honered. I recommed that some
- therapy be sought out. A .

These answers were given at:
'St. Mark Catholic Church

18033—15th Rrace N.E.
Seattle, Washington 98133’
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Province of St. Barbara

FRANCISCAN FRIARS . 1s00 Uth Averue’ Oakland - Caffomia 94601 (510)536-3722  Fax.(510)536:3970 -

8. Medical and psychological repox:ts concern1ng the
’ Qgtitloner

In 1969 when Gary’ Pach.eco appl ied to enter the Franc1scan Order the
medical doctor who examined him wrote: "This patient physically .
seems to. be in excellent health. He seems to be under slight inward -
. tensmn,: anwering questions -freely but in very: short tense terms.
... After some discussion, I believe he has finally decided upon :
_ his true mission in life and would advise that he be glven the
opportunity to .carry out his desires."

In 1973 ij.Geoffrey Bridges-OFM, at that time provincial director -
of formation, summarized a psychological  report. concerning Gary
Pacheco. The summary is contained on the following page. 'The
- psychological testing to which the report refers, was conducted on
July 7, 1969 ‘prior to Gary's acceptance into the novitiate.‘

It was partly on the basis of these two positwe recommendations
i that Gary was admitted into the Order.

‘Oakland CA
July 5, 1993

. - W W oM.
i o -Joseph Schwab, 0. F.M.
C ) . Notary

' REDACTED
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Payehoio’gica.i report of Fr. Mi1ligan on GARY PACHECO

Superior on'intelligence scdle: understanding, communicating; oral
- written, mechanioal, decision making. .
Definite sooixl service inolimtions. o
Personality profile is within noxmal profile. “This man 15 a lovem
Tends to give too much of hinself) should learn to give more to others
by learning to give more to himself, Needs to lsarn to express negagive -
feelings rather than hold them within. Main stress in report on this -
‘dimensiont needs counseling in accepting and handling fears regarding
. hinself and. axpcession of authentio feeling, Needs much real 1ife, ..
on’ the Job training; lacks life experience in the non-religloua wor‘m.

Positive recomnda.tiom acoept hin. allmr hin to gx:ow a.nd devaloP
as a person. .

3-29-23
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Province of St. Barbara |
FRANCISCAN FRIARS . »156034&Avemé:, Oakiand Ceifonia.s‘}s_m’ (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536:2970: . -

.

The first two records are reports written in 1970 when Gary Pacheco
was a novice,. . . . ,

The second two records are from 1971 and 1972 when Gary was in
temporary profession, living and studying at the Franciscan School
of Theology, Berkeley, California. These reports are not signed but

I believe that they were written by the superior and director of .-
-formation, Fr. Pierre Etchelecu, O.F.M., now deceased. ‘No other
records from this period can be found, unfortunately, as- I had
occasion-to discover after Fr Plerre s death

The only other witnesses of- the reports during Gary s stay at the
house of theology are Fr.Kenan Osborne, O.F.M., and Fr.Michael
Guinan, O.F.M., whose testimonies are noted elsewhere in 7.1, and
7.5, respectively. : . .

The fifth record is a copy of the oath taken before solemn
profession.‘

.Oakland Cahfomia
May 10. 1993 :

Schwab, O.F.M.

REDACTED
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St Cﬁrzmaﬁ Qllpn:nh
) Franciscan Fashers
1112 - 26th STREET

© SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95816 }
BBOI‘HER GARY PACHECO, OFM
First votatlon, Feb. 17, 1970
Four affirmative votes, no negatives

Ju.dgém'en_t.of the Professed Community:

Gary is taling the novitiate seriouslr" He shows much good will and is -

. generouu. although he seems a bit slow to comply; maybe this is because
: he is disorganized He is rather s:unple' "he relates well with children :
" and older people. He does not relate as well. Hlth the other novices '
except with B Brand: they like him, but find hin somewhat mysterlous.
He has done very well.espec:.ally vhen you consider that he had no previous’
expenence of I"rannscan community life.- For all of his- shyness and
smpllcn.ty, he showa a certaln type of quiet matum.ty. l}e-is not easily
shaken. Smce.comg he hes opened up quite a bit; he takes kidding V
well,

He should be more involved in the apostolate.

We hope that he will go to Berkeley thls Fall, and complete h:Ls college

work dur).ng the’ summers.

REDACTED
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Franciscan’ Fatbers

1112 - 26ch STREET
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 93816

® - - gt. Femncis Qhpch

BROIHER GARY PACHECO OFM
Discussion prior to f:!.ret profession, 1970
five affirmative votes, no negatives -

*

Gary has progressed, although he is still somewhat pietistic. He is level-
headed, and cooperative, although maybe he lacks some inltiaﬁve. he
needs to see things to do, and do them. )

One: of the novices: thinks him strange; others did, but changed their
opinion during the year as they got to know him betteér. All like him,

‘He wHs raised around many women: mother, aunts and cousins, and sister.
He relates well with children and with older people. He will not speak
out among his equals too often, but when he does he is very serious and
frank, :

He ‘worked hard and well in the sacristy, took it upon himself to greet
" people after Mass and at other gatherings, and worked esgerly and well
with the children in the school. He spent several weeks in Provo.

| Amm Caz?-)/
er/ /?;a

REDACTED
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1970-1971 Semi-Annual Report # 1

GARY PACHECO
Age: 24 (Jan 16, 1947)-
VOWS ¢ Promises Sept 14, 1970

As one of . his peers put it, .’"Gary has talked more in 1 4 months. than he 4
did all last year.* This, we feel, summarizes well the opening up and flowering
that we have witnessed in Gary in recent months., For many reasons, it would
- seem that he was hesitant, did not feel accepted or at least did not feel he
could contribute to conversation, etc., previously. Now, he feels much more
at eagse, feels that because of his new sitwation, he is on a more equal footing
with his peers;. .and ‘therefore can contribute to discussions, etc. It has been
a development noticed by all here.- He is much more open. both with individuals
and with the - gathered commnity.

- His understanding of poverty and of work are good. Though a bit "shy"
in initmting projects, he is most generous. and quite able to contribute in
many ways. ' To give but one exmnple- he volunteered to help on the weekends
at St. Elizabeth's Parish, and -remains faithful to this.,

© Gary is quiet and reflective, but he does open up and dlscuss his -
concerns and feel:mgs when he senses a responsive person before him.

_ Be gave the impression, at the beginning, of being rather limited in talent.
A good deal of this impression has beéen dispelled, now that he-is opening up

- and feels. more self-confident. Coming to Berkeley was a threat, but he now
finds that he can cope and cope well with situations and this gives him a
better self-image and the courage to take "risks" in expressing hm opinlons.
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1971-1972 Semi-Annual Report # 1

@ PACHECO, Gary Albert
o - Age~'25 (Jan. 16, 1947)
Promses Sept, 1? 1970

" A8 was noted in. the last report, Gary has come a very long way smce
his arrival here in Berkeley. This very real and gemuine growth contimues.
Gary is able to face himself and understand hz.mself more and more clearly
and honestly Bis self-image, as a result, has, has improved - greatly

Klways generous with hlS time and semces ‘Gary is opening up
more and more in-discussions and conversations with varions members of
the commnity. This is good for him and for the commmity. He still
needs to grow in self-assertion and to broaden his concepts. But the
hesitancy and reserve noted in the beginn_’mg is beirig overcome.

. Gary contimies to give his services to 5t. Elizabeth's parish
.liturgical activities on a gegular. basxs each week,
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~ OATH BEFCRE SOLEMN VOWS

I, the undersigned MM o ,‘member of the Order of
Friars. Minor, having pzesentZd to my superiors a petition for the proression of
solenm vows, and after mature reflection before God, do hereby testlfy under oath:

(1) that in taking these solemn vows I am not influenced by
any force, fear, or violence, and that -of my own full .
-and free will Y wish to embrace this life with its ac-
companying obligations;

- (2) that I am fully acquainted with the obhgations “which
follow from tnese solemn vows; that I freely -accept these
vows which, with the help of God I intend to. observe un-
til the éend of my life; .

(3) that, “in regard to the vow of chastity and the law of
celibacy, I clearly understand what -they entail and,
with the help of God, I proposs to be raithtul to- these
obligations until the -end of my life;

(#) that, in conformity with the sacred canons, I promise
.- most sincerely to obey all the orders of my superiors
aceording to Church law, and that I am ready to give -
an example of virtue both in word and in deed, so that
I may deserve to receive from God the reward promised .
A i‘or the acceptance of. so great a responsiblht.y.

So I attest and so do X swear on these holy GoSpels of God, wmch‘ I toich
-with my hands. _ | '

Mo B, 251
gy

- Sworn-in my presence:
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Province of St. Barbara

- FRANCISCAN FRIARS 150034t Avenue Oskiand’ Cafomia 94601 (510)536-3722 Fax (510)536-3970

9a. Statement of Father Michael Doherty, O.F.M.

Father Michael Doherty, O.F.M., at present a member of the
- Provincial Council and the local superior of the religious house at

the Franciscan School of Theology sent a handwtitten statement on
‘June 1; it~ reads as follows:

Following through on your request of me, i.e., that any and all
‘material concerning evaluations (and the like) .0of Gary Pacheco, be
forwardead to you, X have come up with prec1se1y nothing.

It would appear. that there were either no records in wrxting kept
by Father Pierre (Guardian at FST durung said time), or that they_
“have been subsequently lost. The. former speculation seems to be the
preva111ng Judgment._ : .

.Be that as it may,.I‘m sorry to inform you that no wrltten records
'(other than school related ‘grade transcrlpts) exists.

It would appear then that oral history is all that one would have
- to. go on.

Yours dbediently,
(signed) Michael Doherty, ofm '

, - REDACTEpD
. . Oakland CA o
: 714 June 1993
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REDACTED

"10. The Judge Instructor s summary of the case and personal votum
as to its merits,

10.1 The Judge . Instructor s _summary of the case:

My name ic . a priest member of this province of Santa
Barbara. I am 65 years of age and have been professed for 43 years.

1 was master of novices when Gary Pacheco entered the nov1t1ate in
1979; 1 was also provincial'superior during three years of his
. priestly ministry. My judgement of this case then, will take these
facts into account. : _

Gary entereéd our order in a time of change and some confu81ou- our
‘province had ‘held an extraordinary chapter of renewal just the
previous year and this led to a number of significant changes in
mentality and programs. Until 1979 clerical candidates for the
novitiate spent a two year residency period the province's House of :

" Philosophy, San Luis Rey College; the College was closed in that
year, and Gary was admitted. directly into the novitiate; in
contrast, -the other novices had all spent several years living in
a house of religious formation. The novitiate, .too, was moved to a
city parish - and limited . apostolic activity was made part of the
novitiate program. Thus, rniot only was. the whole concept of the
religious life and the order very new to Gary, but he came to it at .-
-2 time when some of those who had known and lived it for some time

. were confused and even doubtful about its future. I think that this.

- state of mind influenced Gary's perception of religious life:-on
the one hand he was attracted by its older forms without realizing
all their meaning; on the other hand he seemed unable to grasp the -
values: of religious. life in their newer forms such as service and
simple 11ving.

This soon became .apparent in the novitiate. His ideas about

religion and the religious life, in particular, seemed to be based

on the pious practices he had learned in his family  and the
- 'religious instruction which, as a public school student, he would
.- have received. about once a .week. He had good will but his
-.understanding of the faith was rather limited._

Most of Gary's novitiate companions had been caught up in new ideas
and expressions of the faith and of religious life, whereas Gary
was still very:content with an older church However he. seemed to
adjust to other ways of thinking, and to wozrk ‘well in‘ the -
- .apostolate, as limited as it was. He was sacristan in. the pariBh
~church and worked with children in the elementary school . .

- Gary seemed to adJust to novitiate life and work and the friendly
teasing of his. companions, and he showed a normal amount of good
will. Thus there seemed to be good . grounds for hope that he woulad

~ continue to develop as a relig1ous and as a suitable candidate for
the priestly minlstry. ‘
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This)judge'me'nt was also shared by the faculty and other religious
at the house of theology, and in due time Gary. made solemn
: profession and was ordained to the priesthood.

From an examination of his file I think that it was only after his
ordination to the priesthood that he began to show that his idea of
priestly ministry was quite immature, that he was seeking personal
satisfaction more than the good of souls. This is evident from his
" desire to stay in the parish where he had been assigned as deacon,
his unwillingness. to go to a poor parish where he had been
_assigned, his unwillingness to leave the northern area of the
" province where he had become guite: comfortable and his insistence
that he be made pastor of -one of the largest and most demanding
parishes 0f the province. I don t think that these incidents were
necessdrily due ‘to i1l will; they were. rather evidence of an
immaturity and a misunderstanding,of what religious obedience and
" sacrifice and the demands of the priestly ministry really entailed.
- He was, in a certain sense, really out of touch with reality. He
was caught up in a superfic'ial and immature view of life.' :

All of this was not apparent during the time of ‘his formation and
. first years in the priestly ministry. When his immaturity did show
up, it was offset by his good will, his quiet genial -manner, and
the seemingly well founded hope of further improvement. .-

Gary has been. accused of sexua'l misconduct with minoxrs over a .

~ period of several years; there is no hope that he will ever be able

. to minister again as a priest in this country. However, as long as
it is known that Gary is still officially considered as a priest,
there is danger of scandal This would be removed, I believe, 1f he

v ,received a dispensation.

Gary feels that he was no{: adequately prepared- for the. priestly
ministry and now has no desire to. return to it or the religious -

life. Thus ‘he is in a type of limbo which is not helping him
. spiritually.

~ _ 10 2 My Juu on the merits of the. case'

Gary hasg based his petition, in part on his-belief that he was not
adequately prepared for the ministry. This seems true, up to a
point, because of his lack of religious and philosophical training
- before the novitiate; however 1 think .that at ledst an equal factor
- in his lack of preparation was that he did not- have the necessary
human maturity and psychological balance necessary in a candidate
for the religious life and (especially) the priesthood

Looking back it seems clear that’ there really was no solid basis»
for e2pecting Gary to develop and mature as a person, a religious
and a priest. His actions both before and after ordination show.an
immaturity incompatible with priestly ministry .and personal growth
.in ‘the religious life. From his actions and. declarations it does

not seem possible for him to change, nor does he show any desire to
do so. .
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This immaturity makes it impossible for him to understand the
religious and priestly life as one of sacrifice and service, rather
than personal ga1n.

10.3 My personal»votum in this case:

Therefore, based on the evidence that I have gathered in this case,
in conscience I strongly support Albext Gary Pacheco's request to -
be dispensed from the vows of religious 'life and the obligations
-arising from sacred ordination.

Oakland CA
July 7, 1993
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Provmce of St. Barbara

FHANCISCAN FRIARS 1_50034_mAveme Oakiand: Calfonia 94601 (510)536-0722 Fax (51015363970

11, Personal votum of major rellga B 2o
i Ld-\.bﬁi’:‘ﬁ

I, ' _—, 0,F.M,, am Provincial Minister

of the .Province of Saint Barbara, Order of Friars
 Minor. I have held this p051t10n for the past five

.years,. During this time I have received the petition -

of Father Gary Pacheco, O.F,M. for dispensation from

‘solemn vows in the . rellglous life and from the obligations

of priestly mlnlstry. )

. Gary Pacheco first came: to me 1nd1cat1ng his 1ntent10n
to ‘request a dispensation some five years ago.. At that
time, I counselled him to receive splrltual direction
and some counselling and to wait some tlme, trying his
harid at- the lay state, before making any final decisions.
He had, at that time, just completed a treatment program
for sexual and personal immaturity at Jemez Sprlngs, New
‘Mexico; the counsellors at the facility, after six months

" work with Gary Pacheco, also counselled the same. It
was the belief of all of us at-the time that he lacked

* the maturity to give exemplary witness in the religious
life -and to fufill hls duties as an‘ordained minister.

~ Within the past year, several allegations of sexual
misconduct with children have surfaced agalnst Gary Pacheco,
they have arisen from: the time when he was in the Order

. and from the period when he was attempting 1ncard1nat10n

" into the Diocese of Orange. Ppresently, there is a threat
of litigation agalnst hlm, and p0351bly .the diocese,.

T have ‘examined all of the proceedlngs in. thls case, ‘the
testimonies, 'and Gary Pachecao's own testlmony, and find
them to be thorough and accurate. .In _conscience, I fully

_'support his petition for a dlspensatlon, the grantlng of .
the request by the Holy Pather seems most pertinent.

Gary Pacheco has been absent from both the Order and the

' detive priestly ministry for over five years. It is true
-that -the litigation currently being considered may become

- public. However, should that become the casé, grave scandal
would arise if this dispensation were not granted, espec1a11y
since it is the will of the petitioner. He has long since’
dissociated himself from the Order and. prlestly mlnlstry.

%’f’:@’l@ eD

I fully support this petltlon.

Provincial Minister
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DIOCESE ©OF ORANGE

2611 EaST ViLta Reat, Drive
ORANGE, CALIPORNIA 92667-1999
(714) 874-7120
May 6, 1993
Reverend » OFM
Provincial Minister _ _ ﬁ: Z) £ e,
Franciscan Province of St. Barbara “l S g @
1500 -~ 34th Avenue

Oakland, California . 94601
Dear Father

has asked me to send my opinion to you
regarding the absence of scandal should Gary Pacheco .receive a-'
dispensation from his vows and the obligations of the clerical‘;‘
:'state,; together with permission to marry.

Ordinarxly I- would not have much of a problem with. such a
request, but a recent development has come to the fore regarding
allegations about Gary -Pacheco. A lawyer in 1Illinois has -

. recently written to us to say that he is representing a client
who is alleging to have been sexually molested by Gary Pacheco
and Fathex: Richard Coughlin while they were serving as priests in
this Diocese. - The tone of his correspondence is belligerent and .
I -am not inclined to "payoff" in this case for any alleged
responsibility that does- not exist. COnsequently, at this stage
of the matter, I cannot at all be certain that there will be no
‘adverse. media publicity 1nvolving Gary Pacheco. I note, of
.course, that Gary Pacheco is currently living in Orange COunty
where ‘such pnblicity would be part:.cularly xntense.

I trust that you' will understand, therefore, why I cannot
currently g:l.ve any assurance that there' will be no. scandal
relative to Gary Pacheco pursuing a dispensation “from his. vows
and the obligations of the clerical. state. If you wish any
further information on this matter. I will be glad to hear from
YO\!- _ 4 .

Sincerely in Christ, :

Most Reverend Norman F. McFarland
Bishop of Orange

%\
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