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Latest figure in New Orleans clergy
abuse scandal worked with Girl Scouts

He also worked in four Catholic parishes from 1968 to 2001
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For much of the 1970s, the Rev. Joseph M.
deWater was known as the Archdiocese of New
Orleans’ spiritual director for Girl Scouts from
Roman Catholic families, their parents and their
leaders. His name ended up on the side of a
gymnasium at the New Orleans East parish
where he spent 15 years as pastor beginning in
the mid-1980s, before he retired, moved to a
small village in the Netherlands and faded into

relative obscurity.

But now deWater’s name has resurfaced locally.
The archdiocese on Wednesday disclosed that
he is facing possible church punishment
following an accusation that he had molested a
minor. Archdiocesan officials said they had

shared the allegations with law enforcement.
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RELATED

73rd clergyman added to New

Orleans archdiocese’s credibly
accused list; 2 more suspended

Archbishop Gregory Aymond said he has also
suspended deWater, 85, from performing any
clerical duties, pending the conclusion of the
penal process, whose potential duration wasn't

immediately clear.

Attempts to contact deWater for comment

haven’t been successful.

The archdiocese’s announcement on deWater
didn’t contain any information about the nature
of the alleged molestation or provide details on
where the clergyman had worked in New

Orleans before his retirement. The archdiocese
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typically withholds such details until
investigations into abuse claims deem them

credible.

However, newspaper archives and church
records suggest deWater at one time
maintained a relatively high-profile presence in
promoting participation with the local Girl
Scouts scene. He was also either pastor or
assistant pastor of at least four parishes in the
New Orleans area, including a lengthy stint at
the since-closed Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in the Pines Village section of New

Orleans East.

While deWater’s exact ordination date wasn't
available Thursday, he was working as a priest
in New Orleans by 1968, serving at St. Henry’s in
Uptown and St. Frances Cabrini in Gentilly from
then until 1971.

He was the spiritual director for the Catholic
Committee on Girl Scouting from 1972 to 1977,
frequently hosting meetings with scouts, their
parents and counselors at Notre Dame
Seminary. In general, the role involved
promoting participation in Girl Scouts to

parishioners and their daughters.
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DeWater was then listed as pastor of Our Lady
of Prompt Succor in Chalmette for at least five
years before leading the congregation at
Immaculate Heart of Mary from 1986 to 2001.

The leadership there dedicated the church’s
gymnasium in honor of deWater in 2003, after a
renovation. A parishioner paid for a plaque
containing deWater’s name to be placed on the
side of the building, according to a Times-

Picayune article.

RELATED

Suspended deacon V.M.
Wheeler is focus of criminal
child rape investigation, JPSO
confirms

Immaculate Heart of Mary closed in 2008, three
years after Hurricane Katrina’s floodwaters laid

waste to the area, and was demolished. Its

https://www.nola.com/news/article_5Seca8e0a-35bc-11eb-974b-0b4564a200b4 .html

5/9


https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=KzDBAofrYp2xLlBo3S4VsHqruvyMJtqRvAxDukXjW-QZFZKO68498M5W8iZ6AgBSvGV0xCiJ8ek2H-3G-paX1DRm2KBc8iEqvTWGaQ_MWLkXpkI8PgXxyb1XexR5_dXvE8CZ6_bCxaP7MX1e4mOAWI5CYgteFvqnG92ChZSeOpWi4XLSnmpH3W1ZoqnPLLFFJiyYgvKhO6GyxwridOhIsINsgrzwDnjYvDQnAOl73CYz7-XgTa5mgFSWD4jz26GmB6gJuiEsA5WJjmxN6S7iz_JwbW1NE0n8Zztw_807H_DQgCHIINRKlPkolUggAh779D5Vlv3ScxahumQp8hzH6fxXon5OQux91u35VwFlHvR9JOmF78ZYLrTMjG9CGhQn2NX-oXq1XmUCb0BNauTDYehApKhog9iZX6WR42IFUdPImwpEDBbJkeiZf_CxvknltVqKGnV7BOpJLqicunnUhZ_XR0Q&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN737016.154378CRITEO%2FB24713221.284138663%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D478083298%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D138282637%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D1%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.harryanddavid.com%2F%3Fref%3Dhdcriteot2%26utm_medium%3Donline_media%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Dhd_fy21_retargeting_display%26utm_content%3D284138663%26utm_term%3D138282637%26camid%3D12_284138663_138282637%26cr_type%3Ddisplay%26cr_campaignid%3D69275%26cr_bannerid%3D10058112%26
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=HzWTWIfrYp2xLlBo3S4VsHqruvyMJtqRvAxDukXjW-QZFZKO68498M5W8iZ6AgBSvGV0xCiJ8ek2H-3G-paX1DRm2KBc8iEqvTWGaQ_MWLkXpkI8PgXxyb1XexR5_dXvE8CZ6_bCxaP7MX1e4mOAWI5CYgteFvqnG92ChZSeOpWi4XLSajY67MuwWRa3SKNatbFIk94XWgvi14p72XYhsTf8X-MC4Otzhi4e5WVFGjxhF1BXXzPIFjtfMGRETgIcxYILV-mTZsPhCd6MV92RQHWyi5CuCEQwuVsP_vyBM7MEGqUNuOAy-oBtl7N6b7tKt7WBYC1UQyfwg4dNo5QtQcSnHAYDCXtz2qOV2Tynq-wDyuGZMxXzAjwmzt5lCoAaEhvebwgAvAVzlve0bf-jGhZcAcsSaPmKFgohIaMbAoA-ZUHen7A974QZKlW7E8gB9uxvdzvS8ls1UydAuxLNX3rWUtPfKk9HBCjCYB9VT8FPdQNM&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN737016.154378CRITEO%2FB24713221.284138663%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D478083298%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D138282637%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D1%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.harryanddavid.com%2Fh%2Fgift-baskets-tower-boxes%2Fall-occasion-gift-boxes%2F24446%3Fref%3Dhdcriteot2%26utm_medium%3Donline_media%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Dhd_fy21_retargeting_display%26utm_content%3D284138663%26utm_term%3D138282637%26camid%3D12_284138663_138282637%26cr_type%3Ddisplay%26cr_campaignid%3D69275%26cr_bannerid%3D10058112%26
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=1vtu94frYp2xLlBo3S4VsHqruvyMJtqRvAxDukXjW-QZFZKO68498M5W8iZ6AgBSvGV0xCiJ8ek2H-3G-paX1DRm2KBc8iEqvTWGaQ_MWLkXpkI8PgXxyb1XexR5_dXvE8CZ6_bCxaP7MX1e4mOAWI5CYgteFvqnG92ChZSeOpWi4XLShxB7eblV2pTemw_h-ndu5UCZQJv2TVIL_RuijxLvUuWyoHXlqx5-aTd_zuLvL4BeK6xTfsfRaY_zB-m-IyEKdWZejIMPDjg826nGrbJaPuUr9HZIROnU8YUZZeAHYskKLSNm209zVLB1LLuSnRDnrxffYj08_QSmGCfBhv9BZU-UDyUGgSm1so_wuvikNf4TojeHC64V4QdpeyrEZ50f4lXWcQxiusdolZB3RDnBaYjPbzw2MMxY7qtLbAZ4GUF9Fu7-Hs88WplUha1J6mzT23AlOolyWUB6PuGGAs7VX7gI84ai9qUwvvlf-pCHcXPM&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN737016.154378CRITEO%2FB24713221.284138663%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D478083298%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D138282637%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D1%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.harryanddavid.com%2Fh%2Fgift-baskets-tower-boxes%2Fspecialty-gift-baskets%2F28161%3Fref%3Dhdcriteot2%26utm_medium%3Donline_media%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Dhd_fy21_retargeting_display%26utm_content%3D284138663%26utm_term%3D138282637%26camid%3D12_284138663_138282637%26cr_type%3Ddisplay%26cr_campaignid%3D69275%26cr_bannerid%3D10058112%26
https://www.nola.com/news/crime_police/article_91ecb4f8-2aad-11eb-916b-8393e2d491d3.html
https://www.nola.com/news/crime_police/article_91ecb4f8-2aad-11eb-916b-8393e2d491d3.html

12/14/2020

Latest figure in New Orleans clergy abuse scandal worked with Girl Scouts | News | nola.com

congregation was absorbed by St. Maria Goretti.

DeWater is now retired and lives in Voorhout,
the Netherlands, according to the 2019 Official

Catholic Directory, a national clergy registry.

Neither deWater nor a second retired priest
similarly suspended Wednesday, the Rev. J. Luis
Fernandez, have been added to the
archdiocese’s list of priests and deacons who
have been credibly accused of child
molestation. But depending on the outcome of
the processes pending against them, they may
be.

Aymond first released the roster in November
2018 with 57 names on it in a bid to come
completely clean about the ongoing clerical
abuse scandal. That list has since grown to 73
names, with the latest addition — the late Rev.

Robert Cooper — coming Wednesday.

A local man named Tim Trahan publicly accused
both Cooper and Fernandez of molesting him
when he was a student in the mid-1970s at St.

John Vianney Prep, which has since closed.
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Kevin Bourgeois of the Survivors Network of
those Abused by Priests said Thursday that the
developments surrounding deWater, Fernandez
and Cooper show that the public still doesn’t
know how many predatory clergy have worked
in New Orleans. Bourgeois, the leader of SNAP’s
chapter in the city, renewed his oft-made plea
for a law enforcement agency or a prosecutor’s
office to search the archdiocese’s personnel
files, identify all offenders and pursue any living

ones.

“Here we are, two years later, and we're still
counting new names,” Bourgeois said. “And

why?”

Archdiocesan officials on Thursday declined
additional comment on deWater. They
encouraged anyone with information about
abuse allegations to contact law enforcement,
while also inviting victims to contact the
archdiocese at (504) 861-6253.

RELATED

Rev. Pat Wattigny, Louisiana
priest accused of sexual abuse,
arrested in Georgia

EMAIL RAMON ANTONIO VARGAS AT RVARGAS@THEADVOCATE.COM.

https://www.nola.com/news/article_Seca8e0a-35bc-11eb-974b-0b4564a200b4 .html 79


https://www.nola.com/news/crime_police/article_da5e124e-153c-11eb-abf1-a7773c4ea384.html
https://www.nola.com/news/crime_police/article_da5e124e-153c-11eb-abf1-a7773c4ea384.html
mailto:rvargas@theadvocate.com

